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which, I am the more expoſed to fall into thoſe inaccuracies 
which may tempt ſome to criticize, who have not the can- 


is to eſteem the incidents of their own life, if there be any 


iv WC 


merit is not mine, but belongs properly to your LAP YS Hr, 
and to LorD and LADY VERE ; in compliance with whoſe 
requeſt, the tranſient thoughts I had entertained on this ſub- 


ject, were carried into execution. 


The firſt volume will ſhew, that I have not been con- 
tented with the bare office of an hiſtorian : I have ven- 


tured to give my thoughts on perſons and things ; which, 


- according to the different ſubjects of my reflexions, often con- 


ſtitute me a moraliſt, and ſometimes a politician. Upon the 
whole, this is a miſcellaneous work; in the proſecution of 


dor to conſider, that I am an author by accident, and cannot 


be faid to offend againſt rules „with which I do not * 
to be acquainted. 


What a man has ſeen, he ſeems to have a right to relate, 
if he conceives it to be of ſuch a nature as may turn to the 
public advantage : but the common failing of private men, 


thing in them out of the common road, of greater conſe- 
quence to the public than they really are. This opinion of 
our own ſignificancy will however be corrected by the judge- 
ment of the r to which J readily ſubmit. 


In 


V v 


In performances of ſuch a nature as this, if either informa- 


| tion or inſtruction reſults from them, it is of a more extenſive 
| influence, than what ariſes from the peruſal of the actions or 
3 ſentiments of perſons in a more exalted ſphere of life ; becauſe — 
[ the number of thoſe who can be either informed or inſtructed 

' a by the memoirs of eminent ſtateſmen or great captains, bears 
| but a ſmall proportion to the multitudes that may receive be- 
A 1 nefit from the obſervations of ſuch as have run through 

'E fcenes, in which every common reader may poſſibly become 

5 | an actor. 8 

1 Io inſpire the mind of a reader with the deſire of acting 

| in a manner ſuitable to the relation in which we ſtand, to. 

1 the great lord of nature, as well as to our fellow- creatures, 

Y appears to me the nobleſt object that an author can have 

9 | in view. If by adhering to this principle, I have ſometimes 

7 given into religious, as well as moral reflexions, I hope it will 

b not be thought, that I ſtand in need of any laboured ex- 

4 cuſe. Some indulgence is certainly due to the natural frame I 
1 and conſtitutions of men's minds; and whoever has run 4 
: : through dangers and has experienced difficulties, will gra- | 
J dually contract ſomewhat of this ſerious diſpoſition, how little 

J ſoever he might have entertained of it before; and there- 

| fore, thoſe who at the firſt peruſal may diſlike theſe remarks, 

} in a future period of their lives, may diſcover that ſuch ſen- 

tuments; 
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timents merit a better reception. To be kindly received at 


firſt fight is very agreeable ; yet to be eſteemed upon re- 
flexion is of the two, moſt to be deſired. 


To temper that ſeriouſneſs which reigns throughout this 
book, it is requiſite there ſhould be a mixture of other mat- 
ter; for we ſeldom profit by writings that do not afford 
amuſement. Such a mixture there will be found ; fince my 
ſubject alſo leads me to treat of many great events, which for 
their ſingularity have the air of romane: ſome of theſe have 

hitherto eſcaped notice, and others have been very confuſedly 
and imperfectly repreſented. Variety is the moſt effectual 
method of pleaſing ; for the human mind having very diffe- 
rent faculties, is ſatisfied in proportion as a ſmaller or greater 


number of theſe are gratified. 


There has been a general, and I doubt, too juſt a ſuſpi- 
cion, that in penning the ftory of their own travels, authors 
have ſometimes ſought to heighten the agreeableneſs of their 

relations, by deviating from, or magnifying the truth. The 
ſame notion carried a little farther, has produced ingenious 
fictions, ſuſceptible of greater ornaments ; and which, though 
they did not inform ſo much, have pleaſed more. I dare 
aver, and it is my duty to aver, that there is nothing of that 
kind in theſe ſheets ; and therefore, how ſingular ſoever ſome 


paſſages 
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paſſages may appear, it will be only juſtice to believe them 
literally true, particularly with regard to what I relate from 
my own knowledge; and as to other facts, as I have been 
careful to avoid being impoſed upon myſelf, fo I have en- 


deavoured to avoid becoming the inſtrument of impoſing 
Fallehood upon others, 


It has been long a maxim with me, that a book ſhould 
be the true picture of the author's mind: ſuch with all its 


imperfections I am fure is this. The folly of writing, if it 
be one, is a folly I ſhall never commit again; and having ta- 


ken this reſolution, I have faid all that I have to r 


cate to the public. 


Whatever the fate of my endeavours may be, I ſhall ſtill 


hope for the continuance of your LADYSHI's protection. 
If the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of gratitude ; if the moſt profound 
veneration for the qualities you poſſeſs ; and more eſpecially 


for that unwearied beneficence which is your peculiar cha- 


racteriſtic, ought to merit your eſteem, I ſhall always pre- 
ſerve a juſt title to it. In ſaying this I commend myſelf, 
without paying half the tribute that is due to your virtues, 


which are too great, and too numerous, to be concealed 


from the world. I conclude this long addreſs with the moſt 


zealous withes, that mer may prolong the thread of 


VOUL. 
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your life, to be a bleſſing to the humble and poor, and a 


ſhining example to the great and happy. I am, with the 
moſt ſincere reſpect, 3 


MAD AM, 


. Your LADYSHIP's 
Lendon, 
January, 1753. 


moſt obliged, and 
moſt devoted 


ſervant, 


Jonas Hanway. 
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PERSIA TO RUSSIA, 
WI I E 


An hiſtorical account of the As IAN trade, to the prohi- 
bition of it. 
C H A . J. 
The author returns to RUSSIA with à cargo of raw filk. A barge ſent up 


the vOLGA fo ASTRACHAN with letters is plundered, and the crew mur- 
dered. The author performs quarantain, aud goes up to ASTRACHAN. 


HAVE thus diſcharged the duty I impoſed on myſelf to give a de- 


ſcription of the As IAN ſea and its ſhores, from modern and au- 
thentic relations, corroborated by my own experience, Having alſo given 
Vol. IL A---: 


A Par- 


2 THE AUTHOR RETURNS TO RUSSIA. Part I. 


a particular account of my own adventures and obſervations in PERSIA, I 
now prepare to leave that country. 


On the 13th of September, 1744, I left REsHD, and arrived at prR- 
RYBAZAR, intending to depart for ASTRACHAN. Here we embarked 
in a flat bottomed PERSIAN boat, to go down the canal formed by the in- 
roads of the ſea: the reeds through which we paſſed ſent forth an un- 
grateful ſtench. The ſand bank on the bar of ENZZELLEE is often ſhift- 

ed by the north winds, which uſually create a great ſurge, and render it 
difficult to get off the ſhore. In about five hours we reached the penin- 
ſula of ENZELLEE, where the RUSSIAN conſul BAKOONIN, and ſeveral 
merchants of that nation had taken up their lodgings in tents, for the con- 
venience of the pure air, and for the eaſier communication with their 
ſhips. I viſited the conſul, and deſired, as there was no plague or epi- 
demical diſtemper in GHILAN, that he would grant a bill of health for 
captain wooDROOFE's crew and paſſengers. Upon which he required 
me to ſend on ſhore two of our Russ IAN ſeamen, who wanted to leave 
the ſhip, though we could not conveniently navigate her without them : 
as I knew that he had given countenance to theſe mutinous fellows, I 
defired to be excuſed. He then demanded in very imperious terms, if 
TI acknowledged him as her imperial majeſty's conſul. I anſwered in the 
affirmative, and that otherwiſe I ſhould not have applied to him for a 
bill of health. “ As ſuch then, replied he, I demand the two Russ1aNn 
« ſubjects.” Upon this occaſion he took the liberty to tell me with ſome 
warmth, that I oppoſed his meaſures, and had been continually intriguing 
ſince I came into pERs8IA. What he meant I know not, nor do I believe 
he knew his own meaning; this I know, that he was too much an ene- 
my of our trade, to reliſh my endeavours to eſtabliſh it. If moderate 
preſents and a decent deportment could have made him our friend, the 
factors either in EHILAN, or in St. PETERSBURG, were not wanting in 
this reſpect ; but he ſeemed determined to oppoſe our intereſts. ] con- 
tented myſelf with laughing in his face, in return for this vague and idle 
accuſation, but as he gave his word of honour, that the men ſhould re- 
turn on board according to their engagement to ſerve the ſhip, I conſent- 


ed 
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ed to their coming aſhore : we parted in a civil manner, and * his 
giving us a bill of health, I went on board. 


Though the ſucceſs which we had at ASTRABAD, Was no more than an 
effect of what has been always conſidered as one of the antient laws and 


cuſtoms of PERSTIA; yet in the diſtreſſed ſtate of that country, had it not 
been for ELTOx's connexions, and the sHAn's pride in appearing ſuperior 


to theſe rebellions, we might not have had ſuch good fortune. The whole 
ſum hitherto recovered, was faithfully inveſted in raw filk, which after ſo 


many perils, I had now the ſatisfaction to ſee fafe on board; upon which 
we departed. 


; The 29th of September, after a paſſage of 13 days, we came to anchor 
at YERKIE : here we were viſited by the commander of the guardſhip, 


who informed us, that if we had any other goods on board but ſuch as 


were of the produce of GHIL AN, and did not declare them, the law 


made it death to the offender, beſides burning the ſhip and cargo. Mr. 
BAKOONIN, the RUSSIAN conſul, had repreſented to the governor of As- 
TRACHAN, that there was a plague at caSHAN, from whence manufactu- 
red PERSIAN goods were wont to be brought into RUs8Ia. The com- 
mander having required us to come on ſhore, we went to a ſmall unin- 


habited iſland, on the eaſt fide of the entrance of the vor GA. A fire be- 


ing made, the ſurgeon and his attendants took the windward of us, and 


demanded to ſee our breaſts, as is uſual in ſuch caſes; and after he was 
ſatisfied that we had no infection, our letters were delivered to him, be- 


ing firſt dipped in vinegar, and dried in the ſmoak, The next day the 


commander ſent for the captain and myſelf to come on ſhore, on the ſame 
Iſland, where we were a ſecond time interrogated if we had any casHan 


goods on board, and by virtue of an order he had received for that pur- 


poſe, required of us to declare in writing in what, places we had been 
lince we left RUSSIA, 


The 1ſt of October, we found the water fall from 12 to 9 = feet, fo 
that we lay near the ground ; but the danger was not great, becauſe the 
winds, which create a ſwell, raiſed the water alſo, On the 2d, the wind 

A blew 
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blew ſo hard at ſouth weſt, that the RUSSIAN ſhip which departed from 
GHILAN 1n our company, having .loſt her ſheet anchor, was driven on 
ſhore at CHETIRIE BOGCRIE, and in no ſmall danger of being plun- 
dered by the xt aLMucks. After we had waited here with impatience 
till the 11th of October, in very cold and diſagreeable weather, without 
any ſupplies of freſh proviſion ; a ſignal was at length made by the guard- 
ſhip, for us to come on board, Here we had the moctificativn to learn, that 
we were ordered to perform a quarantain of ſix weeks on an uninhabited 


_ Iſland, a little to the eaſtward ; but it was impoſſible for us to execute this 


order, in all its parts, as there was not ſufficient water for our ſhip by two 
feet. However, the news which afflicted us moſt was, the loſs of all our 
letters, diſpatches, and paſſports, with the lives of twelve ſoldiers : for one 

of the EMPREss's boats which was ſent up eleven days before, had been 
attacked on the way by the xHaLmMucks, and the whole crew mur- 
dered. Upon this two boats well armed were ſent up the river in ſearch 
of theſe barbarians who had committed this outrage. At length on the 
16th, I received letters from the ENGLISH agent in ASTRACHAN, acquaint- 


ing me that captain wooDROOFE's ſhip and crew were ordered to perform 


a quarantain of twelve weeks inſtead of ſix, and that neither the ſhip nor 
myſelf would be permitted to return to PERSIA in quarantain. The whole 
ſecret of the affair was, that her imperial majeſty's miniſters finding that 
Mr. ELTON was deeply engaged in projects, which they conſidered as 
detrimental to the Russi Ax empire, had given orders to the governor of 
ASTRACHAN, not only to prevent any goods going to the conſignment of 
Mr, ELTON; which was naturally conſidered as a prelude to the total pro- 
hibition of the trade ; but alſo to detain the two BRITISEH ſhips as ſoon as 
they ſhould arrive. However, fix weeks quarantain would anſwer the pur- 


poſe as well as a longer time, and in the iſſue it was reduced to that period. 


The governor of ASTRACHAN, apprehending that I might have ſome- 
thing to communicate to him, permitted me to come to the City, on con- 
dition of remaining a week longer in quarantain, detached from the 
crew, and without bringing with me the leaſt part of my cloaths or bag- 


gage. Having therefore given the neceſſary orders for landing the filk, 
1 the 
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the 2oth I went ap a little branch of the vol GA, and landed on the iſland 
CARAZA, now appointed for quarantain, where we found ſeveral ware- 
houſes and habitations, with a command of thirty ſoldiers. Here lodg- 
ings were appointed for me 1n'a houſe detached from the crew, and the 


other paſſengers. The RUSSIAN ſeamen were now become ſo mutinous, | 
that the maſter was obliged to put them on ſhore. 


My quarantain being expired, on the 26th the governor of AST RACHAN 
ſent me his barge rowed by twelve granadiers, with ſome of his own 
cloaths, for I was required to ſtrip myſelf entirely naked in the open air ; 


9 


and paſs through the unpleaſant ceremony of having a large pail of warm 


water thrown upon me. Having gone through this diſcipline, I embarked 
for ASTRACHAN. The v9LGA about this place falls into a multiplicity of 


channels; and as the weather was hazy, it was with difficulty we found 


our way into the great ſtream, We were ſoon informed, that four boats 
of KHALMUCK robbers were in the river; ſo that ſelf-prefervation called 


on us to be on our guard. In the way we fell in with a command of ſol- 


diers ſearching the creeks for theſe barbarians, In the evening we got to 
the noted fiſhery of LAVRINTIE IWANNICH, where we reſted. Here I 
obſerved very large dogs, like ENGLISH maſtiffs, but not ſo fierce; alſo 


immenſe quantities of fiſh, which are prepared with ſalt, and laid up in 


large piles. 


The 27th, we arrived ſafe in ASTRACHAN, where I received imforma- 
tion of what had paſſe ! in London and St. PETERSBURG, for ſeveral. 
months before, in relation to ELTON and our unhappy CASPIAN trade. 
The next day I waited on the governor, whoſe behaviour was now very 
different from what it had been twelve months before. He was reſerved 
upon the article of our trade in general, though very inquiſitive concern- 
ing ELTON, I took notice to him, that I found myſelf in ſome diſgrace 
in RUSSIA, on account of my ſuppoſed connexion .with ELTON ; though, 
in reality, we were entirely ſeparated, his purſuits and mine being of a 
very different nature. It was plain from his diſcourſe, that he thought 
this ſeparation was political only; but he was too polite to tell me ſo in 


Expreſs terms. I did not appear before him with an empty hand, yet: 
his 
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6 JOURNEY FROM ASTRACHAN TO MOSCO. Part 1. 


his behaviour was hardly within the limits of civility. The reproach 


which I preſume he was under for indulging us, had now changed his 
conduct in ſuch a manner, as if it had been criminal to appear an advo- 
cate for our trade. This was the fit uation of our commerce on the c As- 
PIAN fide, whilſt the traders at home were at ſome loſs, to whom they 


ſhould now conſign a large quantity of woollen goods laid up in this place, | 
eſpecially as the market in GHILAN was glutted, 


1 paſſed my hours very diſagreeably, being for the ſecond time fince I 
left St. PETERSBURG, ſeparated from all my cloaths, ſervants, and con- 
veniencies of life, and detained in a civil quarantain ; for I was not per- 


mitted to depart for St. PETERSBURG, till the ſix weeks were expired. 


This place afforded no amuſement ; nor had I any inclination to read, 


my thoughts being too much taken up, or rather perplexed with the un- 


happy ſituation of our commerce. During my abode in As TRAccHñAN, I 
had a remarkable proof of the nature of military governments. None 
of the RUSSIAN merchants wear ſwords, except thoſe who are immedi- 
ately employed by the crown, in ſome particular office ; nor are they en- 
titled to military rank. This diſtinction I experienced; for on the ſame 


ſpot on which I happened to be inſulted, when I wore no ſword, ſoon 


after this accident the miſtaken compliments of the military honours were 


beſtowed upon me by the guard, for no other reaſon than being armed 


with this weapon. 


OW AF 0 
T be author leaves ASTRACHAN, add travels to Mosco, where he viſt ts the 
BRITISH emboaſſador. 


HE 22d of November, I obtained permiſſion to depart for St. PE- 
TERSBURG. The voLGA was covered with floating ice, inſomuch 

that no boatmen would undertake to carry me to ZARITZEN ; therefore 
I reſolved to travel by land on the weſtern banks of that river. As I 
had with me but two ſervants, I thought it neceſſary to join a caravan, 
the KHALMUCKS having lately committed ſeveral murders on that road. 
Upon 
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Upon enquiry, I was informed that Bo DAN or the ſecretary of the ſalt- 
office at ASTRACHAN, and ſeveral RUSSIAN merchants, under the con- 
voy of five coſſacks, were then ready for departure. 1 embraced the op- 
portunity of their company, and croſſed the vol OA. 


The 23d, we loſt our way for foe hours, the deſert being full of hills, . 
and in many places very ſandy. Towards the evening, the Russi Axs pitched 


their TARTAR KABITKAS *; I preferred ſleeping in my waggon, where - 
] was better ſheltered from the injuries of the weather. The next day we 
travelled about 30 werſts in a ſandy road, without ſeeing any object, but 
a wide extended plain. At night we procured a ſupply of wood and hay, 
from a fiſhery on the vol GA; we alſo received the agreeable news, that 


a boat loaded with proviſions, which my fellow travellers had ordered to 
be ſent after them from As TRAccHAN, happily found a paſſage through 


the ice, and was come near our encampment. I obſerved here many 


human ſculls, as if the place had been a field of battle; for the KHAL- 
Mucks always leave their dead uninterred. Upon examining ſeveral of 


theſe ſculls, I could not diſcover any ſutures, which | imagined were ne- 


ceſſary for the functions of animal life *. In winter theſe wandering 
TARTARS fly from the rigors of the cold, to the ſouthern extremity of 5 
their wild dominions. 


The 25th, the road continued ſandy, ſo that we could not travel above 
30 werſts in a day. On the 26th, we arrived at the fortification called 
ENATAFFSKI K RE POST, 120 werſts from As TRA CHAN: here 1s a vil- 


lage in which two regiments of infantry, and one of dragoons were quar- 


tered. The fortification conſiſts of a deep ditch, ſecured with a breaſt- 
work, and well provided with artillery. Though this ſettlement had been 
made only the ſummer before, yet it was well ſupplied with the neceſſa- 
ries of life, and from its ſituation promiſed great improvement. It ſtands 


on an eminence, about half a werſt from the vol GA, a ſmall branch of 


which runs into the valley juſt below it, and forms a peninſula ; the adja- 
cent country is well wooded, and the foil rich. Theſe ſettlements are of 


2 Tents, o The learned in ſurgery report, that the ſutures in ſome particular perſons, are 


by age or accident obliterated ; but they doubt if there is any race of men without ſutures. 


great | 
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great advantage to the RUSSIAN empire, for at the ſame time as they awe 
the T ART ARS, and prevent their incurſions, they open a trade with them 
for ſheep and horſes; and in ſome places for richer commodities, 


The 27th, we proceeded fifteen werſts to another KREPosT, where 
we took a ſupply of wood and water, intending to travel in the night. 
On the 28th, the weather grew more ſevere, and the ſhow made 


| wheel carriages very laborious, particularly to the horſes in our TAR- 


TAR cart, which was loaded with tents and proviſions. The next day 
we met a large caravan going to ASTRACHAN, which informed us that 
five perſons were miſſing in ZARITZEN and CHERNOYARE, and as a 
bloody ſhirt had been found on the way, it was concluded they were mur- 
dered. Upon this we gave orders to our coſſacks, to keep a ſtricter watch 


than uſual. Some of the company who had been impatient to proceed 
forwards, and intended to leave us, now thought it improper to ſeparate 
from the caravan. The goth, we arrived at CHERNOYARE, where I 
had ſtopped in coming down the voLGA the year before. Near this 


place, the KHALMUCK prince, and his flying court, were uſed to reſide. 


Large poſts were ſet up at certain diſtances on the adjacent plains, on 


which they intended to hang out fignals, in caſe of an incurſion of any 
great bodies of the TARTARS ; by this means they might communicate 


the alarm from one fortification to another. Oppoſite to this place is a 


rich mine of rock ſalt, which contributes largely to the revenues of the 


empire. The voLGA was now full of floating ice, which rendered the 


vp od it impracticable, and cut off the communication with As- 


On the 11. of December, our company divided, on which occaſion I 
preferred the party that intended to make the moſt diſpatch; this day 
we travclled 70 werſts. The 2d, we found a RUSSIAN waggon, and the 
harneſlcs of ſeveral horſes belonging to the five perſons who had been 


really murdered. We travelled the ſame diſtance as yeſterday, and the 


day following we arrived at ZARITZEN. 


As the {ſnow now rendered the roads elde for wheel carri- 
ages, I ſet my waggon on a ſledge. During my ſtay here, I dined with 
= the 
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the ſecretary, who ated as ſub-governor of the place. He preſented his 
wife to the company, who ſaluted her according to cuſtom. She then 
offered a ſalver with ſmall ſilver cups © of brandy, which was repeated 
after dinner, but ſhe did not fit with us at table. I was not more ama- 
zed at the profuſion of meats than at the badneſs of the cookery : The 
quantity of beer, quaſh *, and bad wine which my companions ſwallowed, 
was alſo prodigious; but it was a feaſt of friendſhip, .and the intent of it 
to reconcile the ASTRACHAN ſecretary and one of the principal merchants 
of that city who had quarrelled : Their healths being drunk, the maſter 
of the houſe obliged them to kiſs each other. They were then faluted 

by all the company in the ſame manner; and, to compleat the farce, they | 


immediately reproached each other for paſt injuries. 


On the 6th, I took my leave of my russ1AN friends, and departed 
from ZARITZEN, attended by two ſervants. We travelled 30 werſts to 
a village under the lines of communication from the vol GA to the pox: 
The 7th, the cold weather increaſed ſo much, that the froſt ſeized very 
ſtrong wine which was under my feather bed. We travelled about 30 
werſts to CASHALIENA, ſituated on the Don : The inhabitants here are 


a mixture of RUSSIANS and CIRCASSIANS; they are poor but blefſed 
with liberty, having a HETMAN independent of the government of 2 A- 


RITZEN. In four days more we had travelled only 220 werſts from c A- 
SHALIENA, and not without loſing our way ſeveral times, the ſnow be- 
ing yet untrodden. It often happens, particularly on the vAEIK sTEP, 
that paſſengers who do not provide a compaſs, loſe their way and periſn. 
The winds now blew hard and exceſſive cold, ſo that our carriers could J 


not face it, but were more than once obliged to halt. 


The 12th, we reached MICHAELOVE, This place i is the a mart 
of the cossacx towns. They hold their fair in January, when the 
merchants of casan bring woollen and other manufactures, for which 
the coss8AcKks exchange the furs of foxes, taken near the pon. The 
next day we travelled to NovoCHoOPERSKAJA, the RUSSIAN barrier on 


8 They call them AREA. A ſpecies of {mall beer, being a ſecond preparation of it 
boiled up. 
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the river HO ER, and from thence we proceeded 60 werſts. In the 
evening we ſtopt at BRUsANo, where the inhabitants informed us that 
a band of robbers had broken into two houſes the night before, and plun- 
dered them; they had moreover tortured the peaſants, by putting fire 
between their fingers to oblige them to deliver their money. Theſe rob- 
bers had taken the road to TAMBove, and were ſo cloſely purſued, 
that we found hams and other * which they had — in 
their flight. 


The 14th, we travelled 40 wells, and arrived at a poſt hut on the 
deſert, where we met the KHALMUCK embaſſador, attended by ſeveral 
RUSSIAN officers returning from Mosco, whither he and his retinue go 
yearly to eat wholſome food, and obtain the preſent of a coat. From 
thence we proceeded to KXUSMINKA, and the 15th we reached the city of 
TAMBOVE, ſituated on the river vA. The next day proceeding 80 werſts 

- wearrived at KOSLOVE : this is a large city, but all the houſes are of wood, 
and make a very mean appearance. Here is a monaſtery where the monks 
maintain themſelves chiefly by their own labour, and are conſequently no 
great burthen to the ſociety. The 17th, we arrived at ORANIENBURG, 
a fort 60 werſts from xosLove, built by the once famous prince MENz1- 
Kor, who had the grant of a certain duty on the merchandize which 
is carried this way : In this place ſtate priſoners are ſometimes confined, 


The 18th, we advanced 40 werſts, paſſing through many villages ſur- 
rounded with arable lands, and well watered. The woods which the 
eye every way meets at certain diſtances, contribute much to beautify 

the proſpect; but this was no ſeaſon for rural pleaſures. The 2cth, 
thefe two days we travelled about 150 werſts. Upon the road we had 
frequent opportunities of obſerving in what manner the peaſants render 
their houſes habitable in cold weather. As few of them have any chim- 
neys, the ſmoak of their ſtoves is carried out through the windows; but 
this method leaves ſo thick a cloud, that tis impoſſible to breathe above 
two or three feet from the floor till the wood is burnt to aſhes ; and 
conſequently thoſe who would not be ſuffocated muſt crawl in upon their 
hands. The 21ſt, we arrived at KHOLUMNA, an antient city, of which 
J have 
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I have already made mention in my journey to PERSIA. This being the 
ſeaſon that the peaſants ſend their tributes to their lords, the roads were 
crowded with carts loaded with proviſions of every kind, 


The 22d, we arrived in-Mosco, where I was very kindly received by 
Mr. Jonx TAMESs:Z. Here I received letters acquainting me with the 
death of a relation, by which I reaped certain pecuniary advantages, 
much exceeding any I could expect from my engagement in the cAspI- 
AN affairs: providence was thus indulgent to me, as if it meant to re- 
ward me for the fincerity of my endeavours. 


Lord TYRAWLEY, the BRITISH embaſſador, was preparing to ſet out 
the next day for St, PETERSBURG, the court being already gone for that 
place ſome few days before. My lord had laboured to reconcile the Rus- 
' SIAN court to Mr. ELTON, his conduct having been repreſented as ſub- 
ſervient to the intereſt of the trade. The ſteady oppoſition of the court 
had however obliged the russ1a company to a ſubmiſſion, and the em- 
baſſador referred the matter to Mr. wolf, who was at this time ap- 
pointed his majeſty's conſul at St. PETERSBURG. I thought it my duty 
to wait on his lordſhip on this occaſion, but his hearing being at that time 
impaired by a cold, as was my voice with the ſame diſtemper; this con- 
ference, the only one I ever had with his lordſhip, was very ſhort, 
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The author leaves Mosco and arrives at St. PETERSBURG. The manner 
in which the EMPRESS of RUSSIA travels, Moral reflextons on credulity 
and prejudices, in relation to the conduct of Mr. ELTON. 


HE kindneſs of Mr. TAMEsz, and my own indiſpoſition, enga- 
ged me to ſtay in Mosco till the 28th of December. I had in the 
interim provided a light ſledge, being determined to travel poſt, to avoid 
the delays I had ſuffered in coming from ZARITZEN, 


The great duke was now taken ill on the road with the ſmall pox, ſo 


that great part of the court remained at CATILLOWA, and the horſes 


being kept for their uſe, I was obliged to travel with the ſame cattle two 
or three ſtages together. Nothing can be accommodated more for eaſe 
and diſpatch than travelling in ſledges in froſty weather, when the ſnow 


is well trodden: As a proof of this, I may mention, that I ſlept with- 


out waking whilſt I was carried 100 werlits ©. The whole road was now 


marked out with young fir-trees ſet in the ſnow on both ſides, at the diſ- 


tance of about 20 yards; the conſumption on theſe occafions, at a mo- 
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derate computation, is 128,480 trees. There were alſo great piles of wood 
at certain diſtances, to be ſet on fire to give light to the EMPREss and her 


court, if they paſſed by in the night. Her imperial majeſty is drawn on 
| theſe occaſions in a large machine, which contains her bed, a table, and 
other conveniencies, where four perſons may take a repaſt. This ma- 
chine is ſet on a ſledge, and drawn by 24 poſt horſes. If any of them 
fail on the road, others are ready to ſupply their place. She is generally 


three days and three nights on the way. There are ſeveral ſmall pa- 
laces on the road, where ſhe ſometimes ſtops to refreſh herſelf. PzTER 
the GREAT once made the journey to St. PETERSBURG in 46 hours, being 


488 ENGLISH miles; but it may be eaſily imagined this prince's carriage 


was of a very different kind from that of the EM PRESS, his daughter. 


Early on the iſt of January 4745, I arrived in. St. PETERSBU RG, hav- 
ing performed the journey from Mosco in about three days and a half. I 


had been abſent a year and 16 weeks, in which time I had travelled about 


4000 ENGLISH miles by land, through a variety of adventures and ac- 
cidents, not indeed the moſt perilous, yet ſuch as loudly called for a 
grateful acknowledgement of the * of providence. 


I have already made ſome reflections * on Mr. EL TOoNs breach with - 


me, at a time when I neither did, nor intended him any harm; on the 


contrary, that we might finiſh with him in an amicable manner, I offered 
him a ſum of 10,000 crowns, in lieu of ſeveral demands, which however 
appeared to me to have very little foundation in juſtice. The circum- 
ſtances I now was under, revived the remembrance of this incident. 
Tho' the quarrels of private perſons ſeldom deſerve a place in public re- 
lations, yet they ſometimes ſerve as leſſons of inſtruction, inaſmuch as 
we learn from them how men are tranſported by their reſentments, or 


how moderated by a love of juſtice and charity. What I have faid againſt 


Mr. ELTOx, I hope my reader will impute to the love of juſtice, the 
deſire of ſelf-vindication, and my impartial regard to hiſtorical truth: 
though I muſt confeſs it is next to impoſſible for a man to anſwer for his 
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* WY P 4 
own heart, as to thoſe mixtures of malignity which ſeem to be inſepe- 
rable from human nature, 


Mr. ELTON was jealous of the reports I might make concerning his 
engagement and other connexions : In order to invalidate theſe, in caſe 
I ſhould repreſent things in an unfavourable light for him, he ſtrove to 


prevent my obtaining in RUSSIA the juſtice he had arbitrarily withheld 


from me in PERSIA, I had now the mortification in St. PETERSBURG 
to find ſeveral perſons, who, to uſe no harſher expreſſion, were become 
my opponents, becauſe they imagined it to be their intereſt, Few mens 


hearts are ſo corrupt as to offend in a caſe of this nature, with their eyes 


open, yet things always appear to ſome of the colour, in which the me- 
dium of their intereſt repreſents them. 


Men who act upon principles of honour, and with a zeal for the inter- 


eſt they eſpouſe, very often flatter themſelves into a ſecurity founded in 


the conſciouſneſs of their own innocence : their confidence is thus apt to 
create a contempt of falſchood, however artfully diſguiſed under the ap- 
pearance of truth; and they are from the very frame of their minds, ex- 


poſed to be wounded by the arts of malice; theſe being weapons they 
never uſe; and conſequently do not always learn how-to guard againſt 


them. A plaintive ſtrain is alſo as ill calculated to charm the generality 
of men into a love of juſtice, as it is fruitleſs towards the advancement 
of our intereſt in the world. The goodneſs of men's characters in ge- 
neral, prevails but little, except with thoſe who love virtue themſelves; ſo 
that complaints not ſupported with evidence, nor enforced by authority, 
are ſeldom liſtened to. A great delicacy of ſentiment proves how we 
would live in a world-which we frame to our fancies, rather than teaches 
how to conduct ourſelves in the buſy part of real life. It is alſo melan- 
choly to confider, how great a propenſity there is in moſt people, to liſten 
to injurious reports of others, and to demand the moſt indubitable proof 
of their innocence, whilſt they take the moſt trivial evidence of their 
guilt. And as to gratitude, which men of contemplative minds are apt 
to deify; though the goodneſs of the heart is more concerned in it than 
the ſtrength” of the n yet in many caſes theſe muſt go toge- 
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ther: for when the mind is warped by prejudices, and wrong notices of 


things, gratitude ſeldom has its force; for the ſervice aſked, and the ſer- 


vice done, can have the fame aſpect, only to minds rightly cultivated and 


informed. But there is perhaps much leſs ingratitude in the world than 


men complain of; for as we generally conſtitute ourſelves the judges of 


our own merit, it is more than probable we ſhall ſometimes over-rate it: 


the conſequence of which produces, I believe, more than half the re- 
ſentments in the world. Beſides, mankind are ſeldom ſatisfied with act- 


ing right, unleſs they meet applauſe; but this likewiſe is a conduct in 
a great meaſure repugnant to the true notion of virtue. 


To apply this moral to my own \ ſtory; 1 acquitted my cornlicntants, 


in ſome meaſure, for miſtaken apprehenſions, into which I might have 
been myſelf betrayed in their circumſtances. Our trade had a gloomy 
aſpect: it was not ſurpriſing that fears and jealouſy ſhould ariſe ; for this is 


generally the caſe in ſuch a ſtate of things; and 'tis ſometimes hard to diſ- 


tinguiſh friends from foes : but they honourably referred the ſeveral mat- 


ters in diſpute, which were at length happily determined in my favour, by 
impartial arbitrators. I obtained my own; and as to any other perſonal 


advantage, it conſiſted in exerciſing my mind in patience under trials, 


and increaſing my knowledge of the world. 


CHAP. WW. 


An account of the quantity and different ſorts of fil produced in the northern 


provinces of PERSIA, Manner of ordering filk worms, and of buying 
ilk in GHIL AN, 


WAS now happily arrived at St. PETERSBURG, i I reſided a- 
bout five years. During this time my journal is of courſe diſconti- 


nued: I ſhall therefore proceed in the hiſtorical account of the cAsPIAN 


trade, till the period of its diffolution ; firſt making a few previous and 
neceilary remarks. are 


There are doubleſs many accounts of raw filk, from its original ap- 


pearance to the beautiful manufactures made of it, much ſuperior to any 
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I qualified to give; yet it will not, I think, be improper to mention this, 
among ſuch other particulars as occurred to my obſervation, during my 
ſhort abode in PERS1A. If we may judge from the duties paid in REshp, 
the trade began to flouriſh on our arrival there; for in 1742 the cuſtoms 


amounted only to 20,000 crowns, but in 1743 they roſe to 50,000, and 


made about the ſame ſum in 1744. The annual produce of GIL AN in 
good times, I compute to be 30,000 batmans s of raw ſilk, of which a- 
bout 6000 are conſumed in PERSIA, 4000 ſent to BABYLON, and the 
remainder over the CASPIAN ſea, SHIRVAN formerly produced a large 
quantity, but that province is now in a much worſe condition than Gu1- 
LAN. This commodity is brought to market all the year round, in 


greater or ſmaller quantities, but chiefly in Auguſt and September. They 


have ſeveral kinds of it, the firſt is called sHERBAFE, or weavers filk, 
becauſe the weavers, particularly in RE$HD and CASHAN, are ſuppoſed 
to uſe the beſt they can procure; but what generally goes for the PERSLI- 
AN fabrics at CASHAN is the fineſt ſort, the threads of which are more 
ſplit ; this is uſually all white, whereas the other is white and yellow ; nor 
is it wound off ſo ſhort, ſo that though finer we do not eſteem it ſo much 
as SHERBAFF. There is alſo a ſort called aRass, from being bought 
up for the moſt part by aRAB1ans, who ſend it into TURKEY, where 
it is afterwards manufactured, 


GHiLAN produces the beſt and greateſt quantities of filk; next to 
this come SHIRVAN and ERIVAN, then MAZANDERAN and laſtly As- 
TRABAD; but the latter is vaſtly inferior, ſerving only for a manufacture 
mixed with cotton, of which they make their ſhirts and drawers. Gu 1- 
LAN ſilk is ſent into Russia and TURKEY, and part of it is kept for 
the PERSIAN manufactures ; but that of MAZANDERAN and ASTRABAD 
is ſeldom or ever exported, From shiRvAN they formerly ſent all their 


ſilk to TURKEY and RusSIA. The peaſants of GHILAN perceiving that 


the ENGLISH required the SHERBAFF to be ſhort wound, prepared it in 
that manner, and the ſilk proved good, and was much eſteemed by our 


manufacturers. The peaſants gave this reaſon for chuſing to have their 


s 240,000 great pounds. 


filk 
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Chap. VI. THE NORTH OF PERSIA. 17 


filk long wound: in moiſt weather the filk wound on a large wheel is 
not ſo apt to ſtick or be gummed together, in thoſe parts where it lays 
on the bars, or diviſions of the wheel, where it is often rendered black, 


and fo hard that it cannot without great difficulty be ſeparated, beſides, 


with a large wheel they make more diſpatch ; but all this time they did 
not conſider the inconveniency of winding it off to be manufactured. 


Theſe peaſants are extremely tenacious with regard to the price of their 


filk : their buſineſs 1s uſually done by brokers, but the buyer attends to 


pay the money. They ſell it in ſmall quantities, ſo that a cargo can- 


not always be collected. Beſides this i inconvenience, there is that of bad 


money, for they are often obliged to cut it through, in or der to ſee that 


it is not copper ſilvered over. Their jealouſy ran ſo high, that the go- 
vernor of GHILAN once publiſhed an order, that whoever refuſed any 


kind of money, except it was manifeſtly bad, his ears and noſe ſhould 


be cut off, and his eſtate confiſcated : but I never heard that this order 
was carried into execution, 


'T he filk worm, as is well known, takes its birth from an egg no 


bigger than a ſmall pin's head. In the month of March, when the ſun 


is already very warm, I obſerved the peaſants in GHILAN prepare to give 
life to the eggs which they had preſerved during the winter, carrying 


them for the moſt part about them, in the warmeſt part of their bodies, 
and particularly under their arms. In ten or more days, according to 


the heat it receives, it becomes a maggot and begins to feed: the ſhrub 
mulberry-trees which are annually pruned, en the moſt tender and 


proper leaves for their food. In about 40 days the worm arrives to its 
maturity, and winds itſelf by daily gradations into a pod of ſil as big as 
a pigeon's egg. When this egg is compleately formed, which is uſually 
known by the ſilence of the worm within, they ſuffocate it by covering 
it with blankets, or by the heat of the ſun; unleſs they wind off the filk 


immediately, for then warm water anſwers the ſame purpoſe. Some of a 


them however muſt be permitted to live and perforate the pod, for when 
it breaks from its encloſure it caſts its ſeed or eggs, by means of which the 


generation is preſerved. From the pods thus perforated the ſilk cannot 
Vo. II. Q | be 
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be wound off as from the others, but being prepared by pounding, it is 
ſpun off like cotton yarn. This filk we call KE DGE, the remains or re- 
fuſe of which is fo inferior, as to admit only of being milled and made 
into filk wadding. 


The cleanneſs and clearneſs of raw filk conſtitute a great part of its 
goodneſs ; inferior filk has many knits and courſe ſtuff ſticking to the 
threads. The moſs, or head of filk, often appears fair to the eye, when 
much coarſeneſs is concealed under it; for it is a trick of the peaſants of 
' GHILAN, to hide the defects as they wind it off from the pod. The beſt 
filk has conſtantly a gloſs or brightneſs : the white or filver-coloured 
is moſt eſteemed, but in GHILAN the greateſt part comes yellow 
from the worm. White ſilk that is ſoiled, is generally found to have 
lain in a moiſt place, which hurts its ſtrength as well as beauty, Silk 
ſhould be equal, ſtrong, and round as wire, and alſo clean; the great- 
eſt part of it ſhould be in a medium with regard to fineneſs, for the fine- 
neſt is not the eaſieſt to manufacture to advantage. The threads of filk 
being thus even, that is, as near as poſſible of one fize, and not coarſe 
and fine intermixed, can be moſt eaſily ſeparated in the winding; but 
otherwiſe the coarſe is apt to tear the fine, and make waſte in manu- 
facturing it. The ſize which we uſually moſt eſteem, is wound off 16 
or 18 pods or cocoons. A moſs, which is about 60 inches in the round, 
can be moſt conveniently reeled off; longer is not approved of, and if 
ſhorter it is apt to break by the quick revolutions of the reel, being glued 
together with its own gum, It is alſo to be obſerved, that there is a vaſt 
difference between filk cleaned by combing, and that which remains juſt 
as it came from the pod. The former to an unſkilful perſon, who does 
not obſerve the broken threads and the ends of the combings, ſhall 
look better than the latter, though it be conſiderably worſe. 


When the ARMENIANS and RUSSIANS pack up their filk, they gene- 
rally comb the heads of the moſſes to deceive the buyer, but this makes it 
really worſe, becauſe it hurts it in the winding off, Theſe people, who 
were never famed for probity, have long practiſed the art of falſe pack- 
age. Hence, at SMYRNA, and ALEPPo, where the ARMENIANS {ell their 

ſilk 
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ſilk to the factors of our TURKEY company, as likewiſe in RUSSIA, it 
has often been rejected upon that account; eſpecially as they hold it a 
conſtant maxim, not to ſuffer their bales to be broken up except at the 
heads. The price of filk in GHL Ax generally ariſes in proportion to the 
advance on foreign goods, except in a very great ſcarcity, as of late. Du- 
ring the courſe of the BRITISH CASPIAN trade, we found it vary from 
12 to 18 crowns the batman“; it was generally about 15, but within 
theſe two or three laſt years, the RuUssIANns and ARMENIANS have paid 


from 30 to 40 Crowns. 


— 


. 
The kinds of EUROPEAN goods which the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS vend 


in the northern provinces of PERSIA, with a fuccintt account of the PER- 
SIAN weights, meaſures, and coins. 


SHALL finiſh this ſhort view of the trade of PERSIA, by giving 
a general idea of the different kinds of EUROPEAN goods which 
the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS now vend in the northern provinces of 
that kingdom, with an account of the coins, weights and meaſures, ac- 
cording to the beſt informations I could procure ; but I muſt obſerve that 


there ſeems to be a great diſcordance among writers in this particular. 


The chief demand of EUROPEAN goods, next to DUTCH cloth, is for BR1- 
TIsH woollens, ſuch as hair-liſt drabs of 12 to 191. per peice of 37 
yards in white, which the PERsIANs call REGREST : of theſe they uſu- 


ally conſume nine bales in 30. 


GLoUCESTER cloths of about gl. 10 8. to 111. 108. per piece, of 


42 yards in white, which the PERSTIANS call MACHOO r, and conſume 


thereof 10 bales in 30. 
Ordinary voRKSsHIRR cloths of about 3 s. 6 d. per yard dyed, which 


the PERSIANS call Lox DORA, and conſume thereof 11 bales in 30. 


Five bales of ſhalloen of a middling quality, are ordinarily required in 


100 bales of cloth. 


C 2 From 
» 41. 108, for 8 great pounds, 
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From HOLLAND they reckon one bale of MaGnooT, one of ſhalloons, 


and one of long ells, to 10 bales of BEGREST. 

ExoLIsH emboſſed cloth is alſo demanded; likewiſe indigo, cochi- 
neal, and in good times, ſome rich filks, gold and ſilver lace, velvets, 
and other rich manufactures. 


The PERSIANs had been long accuſtomed to DuUTcn cloths, which 
were thicker, and for the moſt part better ſhorn, and of a ſofter and finer 


wool, the crimſon and ſcarlets of a finer dye; but they were dearer than 
ours, However after two or three years we improved ſome of our drabs, 
ſo as to be almoſt equal to the pu rc cloths in ſubſtance, and, in my 
judgement, ſuperior in ſoftneſs and beauty. 


The tranſit duty in RussIA is 3 per cent. on the value, with an agio of 
150 per cent; which, with other petty charges, makes it about 8 per 


cent only in the cuſtom houſe. In PER SIA the duty on EUROPEAN 


goods is 5 per cent. on the value. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE MONEY IN PERSIA. 


The ToMAN, BISTIE, and DENAER are imaginary, but the other deno- 


minations are real; the valuation and currency of filver money are, 
VIZ, TB wh 


denaers. muſcals. 
A toman is 10 hazardenaers. 10000 50 
It muſt be obſerved that the hazardenaer (which the ; 
ENGLISH called mill denaer, and the RUSSIANS a 
ruble) is computed by EUROPEANS, and accounts 
kept in hundreds. — - . 
| Conſequently the ſame in lower denominations, viz. 
Peng ſid denaer, or rupie, or nadirie - - - = 50 22 
Siſid denaer, or ſhis ſhabie = - - - <= - 30 14 
Wife 199 I 
Sid denaer, or mahmudie - - = = B „ 
RB CSR ↄ y (((( 


Biſtie 


Value in Weight in 
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Value in Weight in 
denaers. muſcals. 


Biſtie - - - 2 
Kazbekie - - - - - x 


An ENGLISH crown. melted down in RESHD, produced at 17 denaers | 
per muſcal, only 95 denaers ; but we always computed the mildenaer or 


100 denaers, equal to an ENGLISH crown of 5 8. 


THE GOLD COINS CURRENT ARE 


Value. Weight in 2 and nackoot 
or — 24 = 1 muſcal. 


Muhr aſhreffie, or treble ducat of | do © 0» 


6 mildenaer. 


Aſhreffi, or old ducat. = 1 O 18—equali is 5 4 
| . 5 A 
Do ſhah nadir, or new ducat. 1—80 o 18 


Do of meſched F S_ © 1 
Do bokhara current at 2 10 and 2—20 1 
Fonduckli, turkiſh ducat, about = I—80 o 18 


Venetian ducat 1—80 o 17 
The common abaſſie ſhould be - 2—o00 I 
Do ſhah ſultan huſſein - 2 1 4 
De ſhah ſuliman — 8 5 1 14 
Doe ſhah ſeffie . - 1 10 
N. B. 80 S muſcals=1 Ib troy. 

WEIGHTS. 


1200 muſcals, or 1 batman, are es t 12 20343 
ordinarily computed 12 + | ENGLISH. | 
987 8 — — — I 
1 De I have found to be 3 die: ; 2 grain, * 
but nicer calculators call it grains g * J008 
I dunk, or donk - — 11 8648 
1 karrat — — 2 OR 
8 - ˖ů „1 % 807.3 


107 muſcals are hb 1 ynoLLanps. | 
The common price of filyer, 


The 
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The old batman, or manſhah, is 1200 muſcals, or 200 drams, by which 
filk, cochineal, indigo, kedge, &c. are weighed. 


The new batman ſhah is 1280 muſcals, or 213 2 drams, by which 
heavy goods are weighed. | 

At TAvR1s the batman called tavrizie contains 640 muſcals, likewiſe 
chiefly uſed at MESCHED and HERAT, as it is alſo, more or leſs, through 
the whole country, for ſeveral ſpecies of * The antient batman of 
TAvRIS weighed 600 muſcals. 

At ISFAHAN, at HAM AK IE, and all through SHIRVAN the ſilk bat- 
k man contains 48 ſtills, or 1600 muſcals, and 3 ſtills are called a ſha- 


: dah, and weigh 100 muſcals; but the batman by which indigo is 
weighed, contains only 800 muſcals. 
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14! ; At T.HIRAN the batman is called re, and contains 1600 muſcals ; rice, 
.. wheat, liquors, and proviſions are ſold by the batman. 
; A chærvar, or load of a camel, is 50 batmans. 


2 A load of a mule 25 batmans, according to the king's computation, 
but carriers uſually load 30 to 34. 
A chærvar of a horſe is 20 batmans, but carriers uſually load 25. 


The fame load of an aſs, according to the common rule of carriers, is 
15 batmans. 


Kæbbie, a handful. 
Dizz, or gerib, 1000 rice. 
4 batman of ſhahi rice make 1 kuttie. 
| Corn and grain, and even liquids are ſold by the betas, but rice when 
= winnowed is fold per meaſure, o ar. 
1 2 The muſcal through all PERSIA is the ſame : the ſilverſmiths common- 
ly make uſe of pieces of money inſtead of ve. eſpecially ſiſid de- 


naers of 1+ muſcal in weight. 
1 karrat is 3 hæbbie. 
4 karrats, or nockoot, are 1 dunk. 
6 dunk 1 muſcal. 


GB muſcals 1 dram. 


THE 
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THE MEASURE OF RESHD. 
7 horſe hair breadths are 1 barley corn. 


7 barley corns are 1 finger. 
24 fingers are half a gæze, or gaz = 1 cubit. 
4000 cubits are 1 mile. 
3 miles are one farſang. 
But the meaſure in common uſe is the gæze ZEITE, divided into 16 parts, 


called gierrie. 


The foreign and PERSIAN merchants in buying of woollens, com- 


pute the gæze at 40 inches ENGLISH, but it is only 39 f. 


1 Doe is computed equal to 10 RUSSIAN archeens of 28 inches. 
105 SMYRNA pikes are reckoned equal to 70 PERSIAN gæze. 
The mokzfar gæze is 2; leſs than the ſhah gæze, and by the mokæ- 
far, PERSIAN manufactures, and moſt part of retail goods are meaſured. 
The tavris gæze is 1 per cent. longer than the ſhah gæze. 


+ H A | | VL | | y 

The flate of PERSIA in 1743 to 1745 in reſpect to commerce, containing F 
ſeveral remarks on the trade of that country, as carried on by the 1 

| c 

FRENCH, DUTCH, RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS, with @ ſuccincs view 8 

f 

0 a 
of the revenues and military force of PERSIA l 
HE countenance which we had received in PERSIA gave us an g 
earneſt of future ſucceſs in that country; but at the ſame time in- 1 


flamed the jealouſy of the Rus IAx merchants, who had never experien- 
ced ſuch favour. However dangerous the enterprize J had been engaged 
in was at ſetting out, the iſſue of it proved the moſt ſucceſsful during the 
whole courſe of the CAS PIAN trade. It might indeed have coſt us dear; 
for had not 1500 of the sHAu's forces defeated the rebel army, which my 
reader will remember conſiſted of 3000 men, in all human probability the 
whole ſouthern coaſt of the cAsPIAN ſca muſt have ſubmitted to their 
arms: thus the attempt of going to MEsCHED by the rout of ASTRABAD, 
would have been a means of involving the whole BRITISHdommerce in thoſe 

parts, 
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parts, in one common ruin, and of — that tragedy which was act⸗ 
ed four years afterwards. 


It was certainly a great miſtake in us to attempt a trade to MESCHED by 
this or any other rout. Mr. ELT ON, as the reader will remember, conſi- 
dered the removal of our EAST INDIA company's ſervants from 18 AHAN, 
as a material circumſtance to encourage the factors of the Russia compa- 
ny in the proſecution of this deſign; but in reality the very reaſons that 
moved the former to order their factors from thence, ſhould have confined 
the latter to RESHD, the place of our importation; and inſtead of ſeeking 
the PERSIAN merchants, we ſhould have left them to ſeek us. How _ 
much the PERSIAN traders reſented my attempt, may be judged by the 
declaration which HAHDGEE ABDULCRIM made to me at CASBIN, viz. 
That if I had not been robbed at asTRABAD it was highly improbable 
* T ſhould ever arrive ſafe in MEscueD.” To this purpoſe we may re- 
member that Mr. 6x ME was. murdered in returning from that city the 
year before; but this indeed was imputed to his own indiſcretion in not 
waiting for a caravan. Mr. vaAN MIERoP had better fortune, with regard 
to his perſon ; but he was ſeveral times obliged to take to his arms. 


The account which Mr. van MIERoP gave of the import and con- 
ſumption of MEscHED, extracted from the cuſtom-houſe regiſter of that 
city, made the quantities very inconfiderable ; and the whole was ſent by 
ARMENIANS, RUSSIANS, and GREEKs, from RESHD, viz. 


Pieces of Pieces of Pieces of 


begreſt. londora. maghoot. 
MEsSCHED and its neighbourhood. 30% --100 - 700 
F. or the * of BOKHARA. 20 50 10 
Orange. 15 30 5 
Balkh. Ig. T8 5 
Anthuy. 1 1 


Beſides theſe, not diſtinguiſhed with regard to the place of their con- 
ſumption, were imported, 
1000 ſhalloons. | the moſt part from KHERMAN, by the way of the 


1500 long ells. gulph of PERSIA. 
5 
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2 50 batmans of lahori indigo, brought by the Id TANs, of whom 
there are a conſiderable number, who alſo trade in cloth from RESH D. 

500 batmans of AMERICAN indigo from RESHD, by ARMENIANS; 
formerly it came from TURKEY, where they bought it of the RENCEH. 

300 batmans of cochineal from RESHD, brought by ARMENIANS and 
others. 


Though MEschEp was under the particular protection of NA DIR sHAk, 


it was with difficulty that this gentleman ſold to the value of 22000 
crowns during the {pace of 27 months which he reſided there, and great 
part of this ſum was in exchange for PERSIAN manufactures, which no 
reaſon but the abſolute impoſſibility of obtaining money induced him to 
accept; ſuch was the diſtreſs of that country. For my own part I had 
the utmoſt reaſon to conſider this as a military trade, and myſelf as having 


made a compaign. The Journey had however afforded me an opportunity 


of ſeeing PERSIA, and of enquiring into many circumſtances relating to 
the oriental commerce. 


The confuſion ariſing from inteſtine broils, muſt ever give a deep wound 


to trade, the ſecurity of which is founded in the arts of peace and the ex- 


ecution of civil laws: but the government of PERSIA was now rendered 
precarious, to a degree that threatened the ſubverſion of that monarchy. 


The ruRks, the LESGEEsS, the INDIANs, the TURKUMANSs, and other 
frontier nations, either favoured theſe inteſtine factions, or endeavoured to 
recover ſome limb which had been torn from them; fo that every imagi- 
nable exceſs was committed upon no better principle than the power of 
doing it. In this fituation it was the ill fortune of the RUSSIA company 


to find PERSIA governed by an uſurper, and a tyrant whoſe cruelty had 


no bounds: and the proſpect at this time in 2 more particular manner was 
overſhadowed with a dark cloud, which threatened a ſtorm. The Rus- 
| SIA company had already felt ſome of the difficulties in which they were 


involved; others they foreſaw, but knew not how to provide againſt them. 


The rebellions in sHIRvAN in 1743, of $HIR ASS, ASTRABAD, HAZ AR- 


JER1B in 1744, were not ſuppreſſed but by the ſlaughter of many thou- 
Vor. II. D ſands, 
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ſands, and the almoſt total ruin of thoſe provinces. It is true that napir 
had enriched his treaſures with the plunder of 1inD1A, yet the heavy taxes 
he had impoſed on his people to ſapport ſuch a continued ſeries of foreign 
and domeſtic wars, had reduced them to an extremity of poverty, and driving 
them to deſpair, obliged thouſands to ſeek a voluntary baniſhment. 


I have already obſerved that napir's army had been ſupported for up- 
wards of four years by the taxes drawn from his PERSIAN ſubjects, and 
that his iND1AN treaſure remained in a great meaſure untouched ; this 


was one principal cauſe of their diſtreſs : by endeavouring to deprive them 


of the inſtruments of rebellion, he provoked them to rebel, and chaſtiſing 
them he compleated their ruin, Could any trade be carried on under theſe 
circumſtances ? 


It was computed that xA DIR had near 200,000 men in pay, the charge 
of whom, officers included, was computed at 100 crowns i a year, and 
nn the expence of maintaining his army was 20 millions of 
crowns , excluſive of the contingent expence. 


In good times the provinces are ſuppoſed to bring into the exchequer 


the following ſums : 
The conquered provinces in INDIA were) Mildeners, £- 
ſaid to produce in 1743, 25 crore , Þ 12,500,000—J,12 5,000 
which makes PERSIAN money 
KANDAHAR and HERAT * - _= 1,000,000= 250,000 
en, is ons 2,000,000— oo, ooo 
ASTRABAD = r — 50, ooo 12,500 
ee, ie 400, oo 100,000 


GIL AN, of which illion was once 
2 500, 00 125,000 


demanded, but is now ſet at 
SHIRVAN, including GEORGIA and ſome 


parts of DAGESTAN ], $00,000 375,000 


— 
* 
— n. — —— — 


Carry over 17,9 50, oo —4,487, 500 


og 1 * c millions ſterling. Crore or 10 laks are 500,000 crowns. 
ERIVAN 
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Mildenaers. 1. 

Brought over 17, 500, 00-4, 487, 500 

ER1vaAN and the parts of ARM ENI A ſub- 

ject to PERSIA 

IR ARE, including CASBIN, ISFAHAN, and 

the country extending to the gulph, C 1,500,000 475,000 

being the antient PARTHIA. 

ADERBEITZAN, in which ARDEVIL 
and TAvRIS are included ®, 


2,000,000— $00,000 


1,500,000 375,000 


22,9 $0,000—5,7J7, 500 


— 


The reader will naturally obſerve how great a part of the PERRSILAM 
revenue was produced by NADIR's conqueſt in INDIA : it will alſo be ob- 
vious to him, that the charge of an army is certain, but the revenues 
to ſupport that army are uncertain, eſpecially if they commit the leaſt 
violence; and here the whole was a ſcene of rapine : the conſequence 
was, that except the conquered provinces in INDIA and thoſe of Gnr- 
LAN and KHORASAN, the reſt of the kingdom was ſo impoveriſhed as to 
be diſabled from paying perhaps a quarter part of the uſual tax, Next to 
the above mentioned, KANDAHAR, HARAT and ERIVAN were ſaid to 
be the leaſt diſtreſſed, but miſery reigned in every quarter. 


Of theſe 200,000 men, 60,000 were quartered in CABUL and the ad- 
Jacent provinces on the weſtern fide of the six Dp, which had been con- 
quered and kept by NADIR ; and the revenues appear to have much ex- 
ceeded the expence of ſupporting that part of the army. If one conſi- 
ders this number of troops and large revenue, it was not unreaſonable to 
expect a large demand for cloth and other EUuRoPEAN goods, but we 
were not then acquainted with the nature of cloathing a PERSIAN army ; 
for indeed not a third part of it wears EUROPEAN cloth. 


With regard to the quantity of goods imported by the PERSIANS over 
the casPI1Aan ſea, whilſt the port of 6aMBRooN was open to the ſeveral | 


N ADERBEITZAN 15 the antient MEDIA. * Antient INDUS, 
D 2 nations 
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nations of EUROPE, the CASPIAN traders could but ill form an idea of 
the general conſumption in that kingdom. The Russ1a company were 
the more ſanguine in their expectations, from a knowledge that in the be- 
ginning of this century, the factors of the EAST INDIA company had ex- 
tended their trade as far as TAvRI1s on the weſtern coaſt of the cASPTAN, 

where they ſold great quantities of the woollen manufactures of GREAT 
BRITAIN; but when the BRITISH factors in GHILAN, whoſe ſituation 
Was now ſo much more advantageous, would have made an experiment 


of the like nature, they diſcovered that city and its confines to be in 


ſo ruinous a ſtate as blaſted their hopes of doing any buſineſs in thoſe 
quarters. 


When PERs14 enjoyed repoſe, the agent of the EAST INDIA compa- 
ny of ENGLAND lived in ſplendor: the regal government being held in 
great veneration in that empire, he acted as immediately under the crown 
of ENGLAND, and from thence derived an influence which he could not 
otherwiſe have poſſeſſed : his pompous manner of living had ſome good 


effects, but the expence was too conſiderable to be long grateful to the 


company. 


With regard to the advantages the Russ1ANs enjoyed, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved that beſides the RUss1AN miniſter who attends at the PERSIAN 
court, generally under the title of reſident, the conſul of that empire 
who is fixed in GHILAN is conſidered in ſome meaſure in a miniſterial 
light, and allowed a company of RussILAN ſoldiers as a guard, at the ex- 
pence of the EMPREss their ſovereign. Hence it was that Mr. ELTON 
recommended ſo ſtrongly that a e ſhould be given to one of the 
BRITISH ſubjects in GHILAN, by which I preſume he meant himſelf, to 
act as conſul ; but the ate of things was now changed, and every ſtep 
that could be taken to eſtabliſh the intereſt of the Russ1A company in 
' PERSIA, in effect blocked up our paſſage through Russ1A into PERSIA. _ 


The advantages which the EAST INDIA company of ENGLAND enjoyed 
beyond the Russ 1A company, were ſuch as will hardly admit of a com- 
pariſon, nor indeed is it material to my preſent purpole : I ſhall paſs over 

in 
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in filence the trade from GREAT BRITAIN to the gulph of PERSIA, as 
alſo that between PERS1A and INDIA; obſerving only that after the por - 
TUGUESE had ſettled themſelves in EAST INDIA they took the iſland of 


oRMU, and, being maſters of the ſea, carried on the trade between 
thoſe countries. That great prince sHAH ABAss thought it his intereſt to 
diſlodge them from his neighbourhood, for which purpoſe he entered in- 


to a treaty in 1622, with the agent of the EAsT INDIA company, and 
by means of their ſhips he took oRMy and demoliſhed the town, bringing 
the commerce of that iſland to the continent. This induced that prince 
to build the town of BENDER ABASSI, now called GAMBROON, which is 
reputed the greateſt place of trade in all PER SIA. For theſe good ſer- 


vices ABASS made the company a grant of half the cuſtoms of the new 
town in perpetuity ; but his ſucceſſors have not religioufly obſerved the 


engagement. 


The invaſion of the arGHans in 1722, ruined the company's ſettle- 
ment at ISFAHAN in no leſs a degree than the death of NnapiR occaſion- 


ed the pillage of the RUss1a company's factors in RESHD, as I ſhall have 
occaſion to relate. Their loſs, though very conſiderable, was not I be- 


| lieve ſuperior to that of the cas PIAN traders, except the long interrupti- 
on of their trade: in both cafes extortion and plunder were carried to an 
extreme. The ARMENIANS ſuffered alſo o: the pure likewiſe met the 


common fortune of the times, and being obliged to withdraw the great- 
eſt part of their factory from 1isFAHaAN, they ſettled in 6 amsRooN, 
where they ſecured themſelves in a great meaſure by very ſtrong fortifi- 


cations : they did not come into PERSIA till ten years after us, but as 


they are the only traders in ſpice, ſo much in uſe over all as1a, they 


have been encouraged to continue their commerce, though with leſs ad- 
vantage than in paſt times. 


The FRENCH firſt appeared in PERSIA in 1665, and concluded a treaty 
with the sHARH of PERSIA in 1674, but the miſeries of that country in 
conſequence of the invaſion of the arcnans in 1722, compelled them 
alſo to retire from 1S$FAHAN. A very pompous propoſal was made by 


o See hiſtory of revolutions in vol. III. | 
a FRENCH 
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a FRENCH projector, in relation to a trade over the CASPIAN in the be- 
ginning of this century, upon the occaſion of an embaſly ? from sHAk 
SULTAN HUSSEIN to LEWIS XIV. This perſon imagined that caravans 
could not be conducted ſafely through Russ1A, and therefore he propoſed 
to carry merchandize in veſſels by the lakes and rivers with which that coun - 
try abounds ; but in regard to robbers he ſeemed ignorant that this would 


not mend the matter in the leaſt. He mentioned alſo ſeveral commodities 


which he propoſed to return to FRANCE, particularly rhubarb; but this ar- 


ticle, as J have already remarked, is monopolized by the RuUs8IAN govern- 


ment : this ſcheme never was, and I believe never will be carried into 
execution. 


But of all the nations who have endeavoured to eſtabliſh a trade with 


the north of PERSLA, the RUSSIANS are the moſt advantageouſly ſituated: 
the inteſtine broils of that country have not put a ſtop to their commerce; 
on the contrary they have ſometimes turned to their advantage ; for be- 
| fides the ordinary courſe of their trade to and from PERs14, they reap 
conſiderable profit by their trading voyages on the CASPIAN fea, carrying 


rice from GHILAN to BAKU, DERBEND, and ſometimes to the ſouthern 
coaſt, as I have already mentioned. And as this export of proviſion 
ſometimes creates a ſcarcity in GHILAN, it occaſions a demand for Rus- 
SIAN meal, from which again new benefits are derived. Beſides cloth 
and other EUROPEAN goods, the RUSSIANS alſo export red leather, furs, 
and linen for the northern provinces of PERs1Aa, and make their returns 


in raw filk, Hence aroſe their jealouſy of the BRITISH traders ; for the 


RUSSIAN merchants, particularly thoſe of Mosco, and the trading towns 


on the voLGA, no ſooner obſerved that the PERSIAN markets were glut- 


ted with EUROPEAN goods, by the Russ1A company of ENGLAND, than 
they began to murmur, reſolving to make remonſtrances to court on 
the ſubject. 


The ARMENIANS indeed have for ſome years extended their trade to 
the north of PERSIA, much beyond the russIAans; for by means of 
P It has been ſaid that this was entirely counterfeit, to amuſe L.zw1s XIV. in his old age; but 


it appears from ſeveral circumſtances, as well as the nature of the thing, that this opinion was very 


ill grounded, if not ridiculous, 
their 
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their credit in HOLLAND, joined to their own capitals, they employed in 
this branch of commerce about 100,0001. This ſtock however was now | 
inſufficient to ſupport them; for the exceſſive glut of the market in 
GHILAN, and the terrible oppreſſion of the pERs1AaNn government, ſtop- | 
ped the circulation of their trade, and conſequently ſunk their credit in | 
HOLLAND. At length they were alſo conſtrained to abandon PERSIA, 

and in 1745 they retired to ASTRACHAN, to wait with their effects till | 
there ſhould be a fair opportunity of returning thither. 


_- Whilſt the russ1Aa company were in ſecurity, they could not be infen- 
ſible of the benefits of buying raw filk immediately of the peaſants of 
' GHILAN 3 but advantages may be over-rated, and indeed ceaſe to be ſuch, 
when attended with vexations and inconvenience, like thoſe which the ; 
CASPIAN traders experienced, It was not however the leſs ungrateful to 
obſerve the ARMENIANS, a people in themſelves deſpicable, and of no con- 
ſequence to RUSSIA, in competition with the BRITISH nation, ſupported 
and protected in this trade, when meaſures were ſo apparently taking to 
wreſt it from us. The xussIANs do indeed alledge that many of theſe Ak- 
MENIANS are ſubjects of their country, and it is true In general, that ſuch 
of them as are engaged in the CASPIAN trade do put themſelves under the 
protection of that empire: theſe people are likewiſe educated in all the ſer- 
vilities of As 1A, and underſtanding how to accommodate themſelves to in- 
dignities, which the genius of a free nation will hardly ſubmit to, are in 
ſome meaſure the better qualified to carry on a commerce through foreign 
dominions. 0 Es 


The ſhare which the xuss1A company enjoyed in this branch of com- 
merce made an ECLAT, but it was not yet puſhed to near the height 
which the aRMENIANs had carried it: of what conſequence it was to 
the latter, may be eafily deduced from hence, that not many years ago 
they imported into RUSSiA near 1000 bales of raw ſilk *; of this the 
greateſt part was ſent to AMSTERDAM ; part of the ſilk was alſo ſent to 


4 Of 25 batmans is 300, ooo lbs. of 16 ounces, whereas all the Bx1T1s1 trade never amonnted to 
half that quantity. 85 
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RUSSIANS. This appeared two months after this letter was wrote, when 


the college of foreign affairs ſent a memorial to the college of commerce 
in St. PETERSBURG, in which it was ordered That the college of com- 


ce merce do acquaint the merchants of the prohibition which is made 


te ſolely on account of the injurious conduct of EL ToN towards the 
« RUSSIANS, and that the ſaid merchants ſhall not ſend any goods to 
* either of their agents, ELTON or HANWAY, for they ſhall by 1 no means 


0 be permitted to paſs through ASTRACHAN.” 


In the interim the RUSSIA Company, anxious for the preſervation of ” 
their trade, wrote to Mr. ELTON as follows. 


ee SIR, nde October 26, 1744. 
c your capacity, and of your ſteadineſs and induſtry in promoting 
« the CASPIAN trade through Russ 1A, are very ſenſibly affected, as you 
« may imagine, that any part of your conduct ſhould give the leaſt of- 
« fence to her imperial majeſty of Russ rA, much more that the ſteps 


« you have been taking ſhould procure an abſolute prohibition of cor- 


6 reſpondency with you. We have uſed our atmoſt endeavours to mi- 


« tipate this reſolution, but find, by the repeated memorials delivered 
ic here and in Mosco, that there is no appearance of continuing this trade 
« unleſs you leave PERsIA. We flatter ourſelves that in conſideration of 


« the neceſſity we are under of obeying her imperial majeſty, that you 


« will facrifice your private views to the public good, and, as ſoon as poſ- 
te fible, return to your native country. 


« The committee for the CASPIAN trade, and all others who are in- 


e tereſted, propoſe, on your return to ENGLAND, to ſettle on you 400 l. 
* per annum, to be levied on the PERSIAN trade; or to ſolicit an honourable 
tc employment for you in the BRITISH navy, in which laſt we have a 
« moral certainty of ſucceeding, whatever may be the fate of the trade; 
c and we cannot doubt of your preferring ſuch a competency at home, 
* to any advantages you can now expect, - 
e We are, &c.“ 
This 


OUR friends and correſpondents having had fingular proofs of 


| 
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This letter they inclofed to lord TYRAwLEY, his majeſty's embaſſador 
in RUSSIA, deſiring his good offices to prevent the deſtructive conſe- 
quences of Mr. ELTON's conduct. Their letter is as follows. 


« My LORD, | London, October 26, 1 744. 
« IN our laſt letter we applied to your lordſhip concerning eur trade 
© 1 to pxRSIA, and had the honour to repreſent, that we had at laſt 
ce compaſſed an union, and reſolved to have only one houſe in GHIL AN. 
ce As the court of RussIA perſiſts in their reſentments againſt Mr. EI 
«© ToN, which involves our trade over the CASPIAN in great difficulties, 


« we therefore acquaint your lordſhip, that we are determined neither 


« directly nor indirectly to make any conſignment, or carry on any trade 


with ELTON, of which we beg your lordſhip will acquaint that court. 


te You are ſenſible, my lord, that we have no coercive power over Mr. 
© ELTON, but we have all joined in a general letter to him, repreſenting 
ce the inconveniencies ariſing to our trade by his ſtay in PERSIA ; and, 
ce to induce him to return home, we have agreed to make him the of- 
ce fer of a handſome yearly penſion, with an intent to preſerve this trade, 
ce and to avoid giving any kind of offence. Her imperial majeſty's mi- 
e niſters muſt be convinced that this is all we can poſſibly do; and with 
« this we comply, from a fincere deſire of removing the diſpleaſures of 
<« the RUSSIAN court. 

« We are, my lord, &c.” 


In December following, lord TYRawLEy ſent this letter to Mr. EI- 


TON, through DAG1STAN into PERSIA, with another from himſelf, and 


alſo a paſſport from the great chancellor count BesTUCHEFF, that he 
might have ſafe conduct through the xuss1AaNn dominions. 


Mean while the ARMENIA NS, who had treated our MESCHED ſcheme 
as extravagant, now beheld our ſucceſs with a jealous eye, and employed 


all the engines of falſehood and corruption to ruin our trade: they declar- 


ed withovt reſerve, that they would chearfully diſhurſe a large ſum to 
diſpoſſeſs us of it; but they made no doubt but we ſhould do their 
buſineſs ourſelves, exulting in a perſuaſion that the conſequences of Mr. 
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ELTON'S engagements in F=RSIA, would be a means of utterly extinguiſh- 
ing our commerce, 


—_— 
* 


JJC 


Mr. ELTON's anſwer to lord TYRAWLEY, and alſo to the committee of the 
CASPIAN Zraders. Remarks on his conduct and that of the RUSSIA com- 
pany. 7. be author's letter to JOHN ELTON on this occaſion. 


R. ELTON having received lord TYRAWLEY' s letter, made the 
following . 


ce My WAKE GHILAN, Tiley *. 1745. 

HAD the honour to receive your lordſhip's letter, dated the 7th 
of December laſt; I have alſo the encloſed paſſport for my ſafe re- 
« turn through Rss 1A, and a letter from the principal members of the 
ce RUSSIA company, for all which I beg leave to make your lordſhip my 


0 * moſt humble acknowledgments. 


te Your lordſhip's recommending my return to GREAT BRITAIN, muſt. 
« neceſſarily have the greateſt weight with me, though at the ſame time 
“ apprehend it is not the intereſt of thoſe gentlemen who deſire it as 
« my own, that I ſhould return. I am, my lord, under no engagements 
ce to the $HAH, but thoſe of gratitude for the many favours his majeſty 
c has been pleaſed to confer on me; and ſuch, a man of the leaſt gene- 


«* rofity can never forego. In about fix weeks I expect to be called to 


te his camp, when I ſhall endeavour by all honourable means to diſen- 
gage myſelf from his affairs; but I muſt be ſo ingenuous as to confeſs 
« I have little hopes to ſucceed in this point, as I am too well aſſured of 
ce the »HAH's ſteadineſs and reſolution to accompliſh whatever he attempts. 


e Were the merits of my conduct in PERSIA impartially conſidered, 
« I humbly conceive that my fellow-ſubje&s ought to be blamed more 
« than I, inaſmuch as they do not reap the benefit of this ranch of 
« trade in its utmoſt extent; and that thoſe miſchiefs attributed to me are 


© very 
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« very unjuſtly laid to my charge. To this end I muſt crave, my lord, 
« that you will peruſe the encloſed letters, which perhaps may give a dif-- 
« ferent opinion of the CASPIAN trade, from what your lordſhip ſeems 
« at preſent to entertain of it, I muſt humbly refer your lordſhip for my 
« ultimate reſolve in regard to my return, until I arrive at the camp, 
c and know the $HAH's pleaſure therein. . 


« ] am, my lord, Kc. 
J. ELTON to the committee for the As IAN traders. 


ce 81RS; SGnkx Ax, February 7, 1744-5. 

HAVE been acquainted with your reſolutions of Auguſt laſt, and 
« received copies of your letters to the right honourable the lord 
„ CARTERET and lord TYRAWLY in my behalf. 


« The difficulties I met with here when I arrived laſt from RUssrA, 
e and my zeal to promote the intereſt of my employers, neceſſitated me 
© to give into the $HAH's meaſures, as the only means to obtain his 
<« majeſty's favour, being then, as I am now, fatished, that without it, 
<« our affairs muſt have been inevitably ruined. Theſe ſteps, however 
e unforeſeen the conſequence, raiſed very powerful enemies againſt me; 
« 1 fay however unforeſeen, for it never entered my mind, that the build- 
« ing a few ſhips of burthen for the snan, could give umbrage to ſo 
powerful a monarch as her imperial majeſty of RussIA ; or that the en- 
« deavours of ſo inſignificant a perſon as myſelf, could be ever thought 
e worthy the notice of her miniſters. Does not our ſovereign permit 
ce his ſubjects to ſerve her imperial majeſty of rRussIa, both by land 
«© and ſea? and does not the treaty of commerce tolerate the ſubjects of 
«© RUSSIA to reſide in GREAT BRITAIN to learn arts and ſciences ? yet I 
< never heard that any powers of the north were offended, or took um 
e brage at our indulgences to the RussiAN nation. 


« It is objected, that as our trade is carried on through russa, it is 
* in her imperial majeſty's power to ſtop or incommode it whenever ſhe 
thinks proper; but if this ſhould ever happen, then what does a treaty 
*« of commerce, or indeed any other treaty avail, if the endeavour of a 


cc fingle 
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cc ſingle ſubject, even if his purſuits were contrary to the laws of his own 
* country, can deſtroy the right a whole nation has to the benefit of 
e ſuch a treaty? You have given up publicly to his moſt powerful ene- 
<< mies, to whom he never gave juſt ſubject of offence, a perſon you 
<< have been pleaſed to think has deſerved well of you, and whom you 
4 condeſcend to acknowledge may yet be of no ſmall advantage to the 
ce future advancements of your affairs. What can be deſired more from 
c you, or what in reality is more in your power? The freedom, God be 
e thanked, of our nation is ſuch, that if her ſubjects tranſgreſs not their 
ec own laws by rebellion, piracy, or the like, they have nothing to fear, 
cc even from their own ſovereign, much leſs from any other monarch on 
te earth: and it may be preſumed, that they will be protected in the juſt 
e rights they were born to, though thoſe rights may be as inconceivable 
ec to a man bred a ſlave, as colours to a perſon born blind. I think, 
ce Sirs, it concerns you to be as anxious, at leaſt to eſtabliſh your inter- 
ce eſt with that monarch, in whoſe country your principal ſcene of action 
lies, as with the prince who gives you acceſs to it“. ; 
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« It is true, your caſe is critically circumſtanced; you are to gain the 
ce intereſt of the sn AH by the very means that muſt deprive you of the 
4 favour of her imperial majeſty : however, I do not queſtion but all 
« this may by ſome means or other, which your own prudence will 
s ſuggeſt to you, be eaſily reconciled. The welfare of the BRT T ISI 
f trade through RussIA, is what I always had, and ſtill have, moſt at 
WA 735 ce heart, however I may have been miſtaken in my purſuits to eſtabliſh. 

ee and advance it; but I am very far from being conſcious that I am 
et miſtaken; therefore, gentlemen, if you ſhould happen to be of a dif- 

q « ferent opinion, the greater ſtill muſt be my misfortune. I have the 
| | 4 $ <« trueſt ſenſe of obligation to you, but if nothing except my immediate 
h 16 return can continue me in your favour and eſteem, I beg you will not 
e looſe one fingle thought upon me. 
. h J am, &c. 
r Here he enumerates the ſeveral grievances arifing from the arbitrary conduct of the xuss1an 


== N conſul in x N14, which are too tedious to inſert, particularly as they are contained in the memo 
1 33 .rial, chap. I. 
Beſides 
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Beſides theſe two letters, he wrote a very long vindication of himſelf, 
not without many ſhrewd remarks, but very inconcluſive. Whether 
Mr. ELTON was perſuaded that the building ſhips on the casPran for the 
PERSIAN ſervice, would be attended with inconveniences to the russ- 
Axs, is what I cannot determine; but this ſeems to be certain, that we 
might have traded without ſuch a project; and it appeared quite agreeable 
to reaſon, that unleſs we could convey our merchandize through the - 
RUSSIAN empire with the good will of that nation, there could be vo 
conveyance at all: the nature of a trade through a foreign dominion, ſuch 
as RUSSIA and TARTARY, rauſt be fo conſtituted, that whenever it is 
not reliſhed by the inhabitants, it is liable to be ruined by many ſecret - 
means, againſt which no ſanction of national compact can provide. The 
RUSSIANS had long enjoyed the ſovereignty of the cAsPIAN, and it was 
not to be imagined they would be idle ſpectators, if the PRRSLAxs claim- - 
ed any ſhare of it, much leſs that they would expoſe themſelves to the 
conſequences of a PERSIAN naval power, which might affect their com- 
mercial affairs, or the ſecurity of their frontier. 


Tho' nAp1R's predominant paſſion was that of military glory, yet he - 
was not ignorant of the advantages of commerce, ſo that a prudent con- 
duct would certainly have procured us a ſufficient degree of his favour, . 
as ſubjects of a foreign prince with whom he was in friendſhip ; and as 
merchants, by whom his revenues received a conſiderable increaſe. This 
was the ſenſe of the matter, and ſo evident, that neither the embaſlador 
nor the RUssIA company thought it would anſwer any purpoſe to contra- - 
dict Mr. ELToN's reaſonings: however I reſolved to write to him once 
more, in my own name, in remembrance of our former acquaintance, | 
and on account of the effects he yet had in his hands, not to men- 
tion the civility he was entitled to for opening this branch of commerce. 

In regard to his conduct, he had probably erred in judgment only, for it 
could not be conceived that he deſigned to deſtroy this infant trade, of which 
he had been in ſo eminent a degree the parent. With the conſent there- 
fore and approbation of his majeſty's embaſſador, I wrote to him as 

follows. 


Mr. 
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Mr. JouN ELTON. 


\S1R, St. PETERSBURG, April 30, 1745. 


IN CE I left AsrRAchax in November laſt, I have not wrote to 
you, nor would I trouble you now were I not actuated with a ſin- 


s cere defire of promoting your intereſt together with that of the trade. 


ce cannot but conſider it as a misfortune, that it ever was imagined the 
government of this country could be unconcerned, with regard to the 
te enterprize in which you are engaged. You declare that your only 


« intent was to obtain protection for our trade, and the merchants for 


cc ſome time conſidered it in this light; nor ought we now to be further 


*« accountable than to uſe our endeavours to remove the occaſion of the 
c offence. You cannot be inſenſible that the BRITISH miniſtry, as well 


ce as the RUSSIA company, are intirely diſpoſed to ſhow a due regard to 


ce the inclinations of the RUSSIAN court: for there needs no argument 
< to prove the impoſſibility of carrying on the trade in oppoſition to 
* them; and every government will judge for itſelf, 


« The only way to convince the company of the integrity of your in- 
* tentions, is to endeavour by all poſſible means to remove the occaſion 
« of offence; and this cannot be done effectually without your leaving 
« PERSIA. The merchants have made you an offer, for the particulars of 
ce which I refer you to their own letter: the ſtrongeſt aſſurances have been 
* given by the miniſtry here to his majeſty's embaſſador, for the ſecurity 
ce of your perſon in returning through this country; ſo that nothing ſeems 
ce to be wanting but your hearty concurrence to the eſtabliſhment of our 
ce trade: on the other hand, ſhould theſe motives prove ineffectual through 
* any temptation you may have in PERSIA, it will be as hard to perſuade 
„the CASPIAN traders that you intend them any good, as it will be 
*< eaſy to imagine in what light you muſt be conſidered, 


« My lord HIN DTORD often expreſſes a great ſolicitude for your re- 
ce turn; he has even entertained ſuch an opinion of your capacity, that 
<« he would gladly recommend you to the king, as a very fit perſon. to 


go in ſearch of the north weſt paſſage, the parkament having lately re- 
„ ſolved 
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« ſolved to give a very conſiderable premium to the firſt diſcoverer. 
« If this argument has no weight, there are many other reaſons of the 
« greateſt force which ought to engage every good ſubject to uſe his ut- 
ce moſt endeavours to put a ſtop to this growing evil, and reconcile us to the 
« RUSSIANS: And can you, who have acquired fo much reputation, re- 


« fuſe to ſacrifice a private paſſion to the public good? 


« In all countries there will be people of different opinions, but, if 
« what I obſerve is right; thoſe who are at the helm of the russ1an go- 


« yernment, and whoſe judgment alone is of much weight in this matter, 


_ « think that our trade may become advantageous to RUSSIA, as the an- 
ce tient courſe of it through TURKEY will be diverted, and the profit re- 

© moved hither, by the duty and charges to, and from pRRSI1A: you may 
ce be aſſured however that no advantages are eſteemed an equivalent for 
ce the alarms which are given by the undertaking | in — ſhould it 
« be purſued, 


« We flattered ourſelves that our trade would not be expoſed to any 
ce ſevere reſentment, for an accident which is foreign to it; and remote 
ce from the intentions of the merchants ; but this in fact is not the caſe; 
« you muſt leave PERSIA, or our trade is undone: and what will your 


« ſtay in that country avail? You will ſoon be ſenſible of the impoſſibi- 
« lity of purſuing this enterprize with any ſucceſs, for the many reaſons 


I have often mentioned to you, which are now too tedious to enu- 


* merate. I will take no other notice of myſelf than that I have been 


« perſecuted in conſequence of your miſtaken jealouſy and unprovoked 
<« reſentments; but I can forgive. I heartily wiſh that all may be well 
ce again, and am, Sir, &c.“ = 
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The CASPIAN frade obſtructed on Mr. ELTON's account, Memorial on this 
ſubjeft to the BRITISH conſul at St. PETERSBURG, in conſequence of the 
grei vances complained of by the BRITISH factors in PERSIA. NA DIN 
SHAH's decree detaining J. ELTON. The SHAH ſends 4 commiſſary into 
RUSSLA with a cargo of raw Alk. The BRITISH ſhips are . 70 Rus- 
SIAN merchants. 


a great meaſure, the true ſtate of the caſe ; but it is probable he was too 


deeply engaged to leave his maſter; or had private reaſons why he did not 
chuſe to return to ENGLAND ; unleſs ſome very good proviſion had been 


made for him, and ſecured in the moſt ſatisfactory manner. He was now 


in a country where no amuſements could call him off, and though he had 
to ſtruggle with great difficulties in the purſuit of his undertaking, his ge- 


nius and induſtry were equal to them: the fear of being baffled and ren- 


dered an object of contempt on one ſide; and on the other, the hope of 


acquiring honour as well as profit by his ſucceſs, were very ſtrong mo- 
tives to action; but theſe were yet ſtrengthened by his reſentment of the 


perſecution, which he naturally ſuppoſed would be carried on againſt him 


on the part of the RusslAN court. Thus the ſame incentive which ſti- 


mulated his endeavours to promote the sHAan's deſigns, encreaſed the o- 
dium of the RUssIANs againſt him, which they demonſtrated in | repeated 


inſtances deſtructive of our CASPIAN trade.. 


As neither the merchants in Lonpox, nor the factors in St. PETERS“ 
BURG, thought themſelves in ſtrict juſtice accountable for what NAp1R, or 


his ſervant ELTON, ſhould think proper to employ themſelves about, it 
vas but natural they ſhould ſtruggle hard to preſerve their trade: they had 


already ſuffered a detention of their effects in As TRAchAx, and many 
indignities from the RUssIAN conſul in GHILAN ; this at length produced 
the following memorial which the BRITISH factors in St. PETERSBURG, 
addrefled to his majeſty's conſul in that city in the ſummer this year . 


11745. 
CC To 


R. ELTON, I preſume, was not ſo blinded by his prejudices, but 
he acknowledged in his own breaſt, that my letter contained, in 
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« To JACOB WOLFF, eſquire, his BRITANNIC majeſty's conſul at St. 
% PETERSBURG. 


« SIR, 


cc 1 


HE BRITISH trade through this empire to PERSIA, having re- 
ceived great marks of attention both from the BRITISH and the 
« RUSSIAN governments, we hope the difficulties it now labours under 
« will alſo merit their particular regard. Her imperial majeſty's father, 
« of immortal memory, often propoſed and recommended this trade to the 
BRITISH ſubjects; and it is now agreed to by a ſolemn national compact. 
« The BRITISH legiſlature thought it worthy their encouragement, and 
© in conſequence of a powerful and expenſive ſolicitation, an act of 


ce liament was obtained in our favour, the good effects of which we ex- 
ce pect to be preſerved to us. 


cc 


« 'The miniſters of his imperial majeſty cannot be inſenſible of the 
ce great importance of the BRITISH trade to the ſubjects of this em- 
ce pire, and it is upon this account we preſume, that the protection of 
« RUSSIA is promiſed to us, as to the moſt favoured of all the nations in 
e friendſhip with this government. We are not only the ſubjects of a 

ce prince in perfect amity with her imperial majeſty, but from a regard to 
< our own particular intereſts, and even from inclination, we have a con- 
ce cern for her happineſs and glory: hence we are the more affected 
<« with the treatment we have received from the RUssIAN conſul in GHI- 


* LAN, eſpecially as we have given all poſſible proof of the A of 
* our deſires to remove every object of offence. 


4 We cannot indeed conceive that the RussrAx conſul is authorized 
a to diſtreſs us; but under a pretence of zeal for the ſervice of his own 
« country, he has endeavoured to render our trade and factors odious, 
ce the better to carry his own point: this can be no other than to give our 
« ſhare of the trade, into the hands of the ARMENIANs, becauſe he 
* makes exactions on them with impunity ; eſpecially with regard to the 
<« ſhipping in GHILAN, over which he aſſumes ſo deſtructive an autho- 
« rity. His taking away captain BLAIR's crew, at a time when the BR1- 
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* TISH ſhip ELIZABETH was in the extreameſt diſtreſs ; his writing to 


his court that this ſhip was ſold to the sHan; his miſrepreſentations 
of the conduct of every private BRITISH factor in GHILAN; his tak- 
« ing the advantage of ELToN's enterprize, to infinuate as if all the 
BRITISH ſubjects were plotting againſt the Russi AN government; his 
<« arreſting an ARMENIAN, who is our factor's head ſervant and broker, 
ce a perſon of worth and ſobriety; his beating him cruelly, and preventing 


cc 


the execution of his maſter's buſineſs, are all inconteſtable proofs of his 


ce intentions to ſacrifice our trade to his private views. Therefore, Sir, we 


© beg that either he may be recalled from GHL AN, or ordered, in the 


te moſt ſerious manner, to conduct himſelf towards the BRI ISH factors in 
6 PERSIA, as to perſons intitled to all poſſible protection and regard. If 
e neither of theſe can be obtained, we ſee no proſpect of preſerving our 
&« trade, nor any method of preventing its being wreſted from us very ſoon, 


« The merchants of AsTRACHAN have as many ſhips as can find em- 
&« ploy; we only deſire the liberty of a free agreement for the freight of 
ce our goods, that our trade may not be obſtructed by the Russ iA con- 
« ſul upon any frivolous pretence. As our ſhips on the caspran were 
e built by imperial authority, and the uſe of them is no longer continu- 
« ed to us , we deſire that the government will pay to their owners the 


«charge of building and fitting them out, agreeably to the repeated de- 


« clarations made by KNEzZ SHERBATOVE, her imperial majeſty's minifter 
ce at the BRITISH Court. Moreover, as no buſineſs can be carried on 
ce without correſpondence, we deſire that the ſaid conſul be ordered to 


deliver our letters regularly; for we write about our own affairs, and 


« have no manner of concern with Mr. ELToN's projects. 


« We are further reſolved to do our utmoſt to promote the moſt per- 
« fect underſtanding with the officers and ſubjects of her imperial ma- 
« jeſty, both in ASTRACHAN and in PERSIA; in conſequence hereof our 
« principals in LoNDON have lately ſent over, through this country, two 
«« perſons of good conduct*, who are amply inſtructed to avoid all theſe 


This was thought an expedient to reconcile theſe differences. t Mr, CHARLES THOMPSON | 


and Mr, G. PRESTON. 


unhappy 
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« unhappy differences. But give us leave, Sir, again to repeat that it is 
« abſolutely impoſſible to prevent theſe painful contentions, and the total 
« diſſolution of our trade, whilſt Mr. BAK OONIN, or any other RussIAN 
ce conſul who may ſucceed him, is ſo very much indiſpoſed to live in 
« harmony with us. If there is any particular circumſtance in which 
ce Our factors are deficient, we deſire you will acquaint us, or give them 
« inſtructions yourſelf; and it would be a great means of reconciling all 
« difficulties, could they be informed what orders are given. concerning 
« them, that they be not ignorant of any thing which can contribute to 
ce the eſtabliſhment and — of a perfect underſtanding. 


« We are, &c.” 


But our trade was devoted to ruin, and no remonſtrance whatſoever could 
make any impreſſion on the RussfAx miniſtry. Though our complaints 
were founded upon very ſtrong evidence of the frequent inſolences and 
the moſt wanton indignities offered us by the RUssIAN conſul in H- 
LAN; yet we could obtain no ſatisfaction: they were indeed tacitly ac- 
knowledged, but at the ſame time we were continually reproached with 
Mr. ELToN's proceedings in PERSIA, Which was in effect to undeceive us 
with regard to the ſupport of our commerce, on any other terms than his 
removal. And yet the RUSSIAN miniſtry ſaw we could not make any im- 
preſſion upon ELTON, his remaining in that country being at length de- 
termined, as the reader will judge from NADIR SHAH's decree, of which 
ELTON himſelf ſent us a tranſlation, viz. 


1 Y the merits of Almighty God our commands are ever obeyed. 


The propereſt of the chriſtians GEMAL BEG, commiſſioner of 
ce our royal navy on the CASPIAN ſea, is by our imperial and moſt gra- 
te cious favour exalted, and given to KNow; that his petition with re- 
« gard to his finiſhing one large ſhip, and defiring leave to go with ſuch 
« ſhip to ASTRACHAN; and concerning ſeveral other points; is come 
eto our moſt ſacred preſence, and the meaning thereof underſtood. 


cc 


u GEMAL BEG is a flattering appellation, ſignifying the lord of beauty, or, as we may tranſlate it, 
* the knight of the good countenance,” which nNapir gave ELTON ; for BEG ſeems to be more 
properly a title anſwering to our knights, 


« But 


©. 2» —u—ͤ— 
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ce But as our imperial deſign is to call the propereſt of the chriſtians at 
te new year v to our victorious ſtirrup, and to ſettle our naval affairs on a 


right foundation. Therefore the propereſt of the chriſtians muſt defer 


« going to ASTRACHAN himſelf, but ſend ſuch failors as he has with 
c him who underitand navigation, to take care of the ſhip to that port; 
ce and the propereſt of the chriſtians muſt remain where he is, and fi- 
<« niſh the other ſhips ordered, give full directions concerning them, 
« and not exclude himſelf: but on the contrary, make the beauty of his 


c ſervice appear in the preſence of our univerſal glory ; taking this as a 


ce command, and to remain in his duty. 
** Dated the 26th of the moon SHEWAL, II 58 * 


The contiaficn of this decree ſeems to be very definiive. though it 
is the ordinary ſtile in ſuch caſes. It is not in the leaſt ſurpriſing that 


'NADIR made a favourite point of his maritime defigns : his exactions had 


diſabled his people from contributing to the ſupport of his army, and 
had alſo the pernicious conſequences of putting an entire ſtop to trade. 
But his inclination to war being not leſſened by the neceſſity of uſing his 
INDIAN treaſure, while his avarice encreaſed beyond all conception, he 
determined to turn merchant himſelf : by the intimation given in the de- 
cree, he expected one of his own veſſels would be ready to tranſport his 
firſt adventure to ASTRACHAN; but in this he was miſtaken, for none 
of the veſſels, which ELTON compleated for him, ever came farther than 
DERBEND, and that only for one or two Voyages, 


The snhAn had ordered a capital of 100,000 crowns to be employed 
in trade, under the care of HAHDGEE SEFFIE, the cuſtomer of REsnD, 
a man of good reputation: he ordered him to lay out half the capital 
in raw filk and PERSIAN manufactures, to be immediately tranſported 
into RUSSIA ; and there to be ſold for his account, or to be carried from 
thence to any other part of EUROPE, as this commiſſary ſhould think 
moſt for his intereſt. The HAHDGEE was accordingly ſent over in a 
RUSSIAN veſſel to ASTRACHAN with 200 bales of raw filk. 


The beginning of the year which he alludes to, according to the yERSIANS, is the vernal equi- 
Nox, or 10th of March. November 19th, 1745. 
A royal 
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A royal merchant who might blend politics with commerce, conld not 
eaſily procure a favourable reception in Russ iA: the deſign in itſelf was 
not leſs ungrateful to the RUss1ANs, than that of ELTON's building of 
ſhips. It is not improbable that a man of Napir's genius had ſome re- 
gard, in a project ,of this ſort, to the intelligence which he might pro- 
cure of what was paſſing in EUROPE, eſpecially concerning the TuREs, 
the entire conqueſt 'of whom he had often meditated. As a merchant 
however he declared his expectations of a return of 60 per cent. per an- 
num, which, conſidering N aDIR's uſual conduct, was no great encourage 
ment to his agent ever to make him any RETURN AT ALL, 


The RUSSIANS and PERSIANS are by treaty mutually exempt from 
paying cuſtoms, but as in GHILAN the sHAn received the duty of filk of 
the peaſants, and conſequently the RUss1ANS. paid it in the price given 
for that commodity, ſo in RussIA no one was permitted to buy PERRSIAN 
ſilk without paying the duty upon exportation; and thus the intention 
of favouring each other was on both ſides defeated: but had the PER- 
SIAN commiſſary thought it proper, or could have obtained a paſſage 
through xuss14 into any other part of EUROPE, he would have ſaved 
the tranſit duty to his maſter, as the RUSSIANS fave the duty of. their 
imports into PERSIA. 


To return to our own affairs; it was ſtill impoſſible for the BRITISE 
factors in GHILAN to conduct themſelves in ſuch a manner, but the 
RUSSIAN conſul in that province found ſomething to object to; in par- 
ticular that they were too much in the PERSIAN intereſt, and interfer- 
ed with the Russ AN merchants, whoſe greateſt profits aroſe from ſhip- 
ping. The memorial recited in the laſt chapter, mentions our acquieſ- 
cence in giving up what we could not keep, viz. the two BRITISH ſhips 
on the CASPIAN ſea: at the requeſt of the court of St. PETERSBURG, 
theſe ſhips were at length ſold to RUssIAN merchants at ASTRACHAN, 
and from that time navigated under the RusslAx flag. Thus ended the 
ſhort-lived BRITISH navigation on the CASPIAN ſea, whereby a deep 
wound was given to this trade already in an expiring condition. The 
RUSSIANS however benefited by our loſs, and received no ſmall advan- 

tage 
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tage from the models we left them, and by learning of us in thoſe parts, 


as they had before done in St. PETERSBURG, the uſe of the beſt mate- 
rials for ſhip building. 


CHAP E 


Antient trade to TURKEY. Several factories eſtabliſhed in that country. 
Manufactories in LANGUE DOC. The enter priſing genius of the FRENCH, 
and the amount of their LEVANT trade in 1720. Defence of the Tuk- 
KEY company. Remarks on the filks imported from the CASP1AN, and 
alſo on bullion. 


> 


WII ILST the RUSSIA COMPANY WAS 4 endeavouring by all pol. 


ſible means to eſtabliſh their As IAN trade, our commerce to 
the LEVANT was greatly the ſubject of debate; and though it might not 
be in ſo bad a condition as that over the casPIan, yet it certainly lan- 


guiſhed with a very ſenſible decay. The connexion it has with the cas- 
' PIAN trade; and the utility which a memorial of what then paſt, may 


have in regard to any future inquiries, will, 1 hope, be an excuſe for this 


digreſfion. 


Our trade to TURKEY firſt began to flouriſh in queen ELIZABETH'S 
reign, when it was carried on moſtly by bullion. King James J. 
eſtabliſhed a company by charter, and cHARLES II. confirmed it: but 


it was no earlier than the reign of the latter that we introduced our 


woollen manufactures into TURKEY in any conſiderable quantity, and of 


| theſe our kerſeys were then the chief part; however, we have now a 


treaty of commerce ſubſiſting with the PoR T, and by means of our TUR- 
KEY company have ſupported ourſelves in that trade for a ſeries of years, 
much to the advantage of the nation. The factories eſtabliſhed in Tuk- 
KEY are at SMYRNA, ALEPPO, CONSTANTINOPLE and CAIRO: at all 
theſe places the FRENCH are ſettled alſo; they import cloth and amt- 
RICAN goods, in exchange of which they take wool, corn, oil, raw filk 
and other rich commodities ; they have likewiſe ſeveral other ſettlements, 
by which they increaſe their influence in TURKEY, It was not however 


till 
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till the reign of LEWIS XIV. that they made any ſhining figure in this 
trade. The firſt introduction of the FRENCH into the LEVANT trade 
was attended with very favourable circumſtances to that nation; for the 
TURKS, in hopes of obtaining their aſſiſtance againſt the emperorcnakTESV. 
ſhewed them a very diſtinguiſhed regard. 


Under LEwis XIV. Mr, COLBERT eſtabliſhed fabrics of cloth in LAN- 
GUEDOC, and obtained great ſupport and encouragement to the manu- 
facturers: by this he propoſed not only to promote the commerce of his 
own country, but to enter into political ſchemes with the TuRxs. The 
FRENCH, in order to ſhew their ſuperior power and grandeur, ſent at this 
time a large fleet of ſhips of war to NS AN TIN OPER; a thing which has 
been fince practiſed by FRANCE, though not with equal ſucceſs. So induſ- 
trious is that nation to try all poſſible expedients to promote her intereſt, and 
from the pride of military glory, to direct her aims to the increaſe of 
her riches by commerce: I remember when I was a factor at LISBON 
about the year 1740, Mr. CHAVIGNIE came as embaſſador from the 
court of FRANCE to the king of pokTUGAL, and as we then imagined, 
chiefly with a view to commerce. The por TUGUEZE thought it was 
highly inconſiſtent with the dignity of his character as an embaſſador, to 
bring patterns of woollen goods, and produce them publicly at court; but 
he was of a different opinion, and probably was not without hopes of 
ſupplanting us. Soon after his arrival, ſeveral FRENCH ſhips and ſloops 
of war anchored in the Tacvs, the officers of which, even to the ſub- 
alterns, were conducted in proceſſion to court; a fight which was extreme- 
iy ridiculous to the PoRTUGUEZE, who are no ſtrangers to the ſuperior 
maritime power of GREAT PRITAIN., But what gave them the worſt 
impreſſion of this effort of FRANCE, was the attempt of introducing clan- 
deſtinely a conſiderable quantity of FRENCH linens, which were brought, 
and part of them ſecretly landed, by thoſe very ſhips of war. 


In regard to Mr. CoL BER T's ſcheme of eſtabliſhing the FRENCH com- 
merce in TuR KEY, the reader will obſerve by the papers already quoted ?, 
and delivered to our miniſtry in June 1739, what great encouragement 
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was given to the manufactories eſtabliſhed in LANGUEDoc, and ſince ex- 
tended to PROVENCE. Before this time the UNITED PROVINCES had a 
conſiderable trade to TURKEY, but it is now declined, and in ſome places 
does not entertain near the number of factors as they had formerly. In 
1720, when the plague broke out at MERSAILLES, FRANCE imported 
into TURKEY 500,000 |. value. 

4. 


Of which in cloth about - - - - - — 240,000 
In cutlery and other {mall goods - - =- 20, ooo 


: 
—— — ——— — ʒ 
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Sager = — + 00000 
% /Hÿ D dee 
And the ballance in filver - - - - - - - - 155,000 


It is to be obſerved here, that the FRENCH have the permiſſion of ſend- 
ing the produce of their AMERICAN colonies directly to TURKEY; and 
the ſituation of MERSAILLES, in regard to the LEVANT trade, is certain- 
ly a great advantage, eſpecially as that city enjoys an excluſive charter, 

1048 Their cloths are ſpungy, but they are thin, light and ſoft, and adapted to 
U the taſte of the TR Ks: as their manufactories are under good regulation, 
1 0 they ſupport the quality, and by this means prevent the diminution of the 
price; and as there is an account given of the merchants and their effects, 
no one is ſuffered to ſell more than a proportion of the ſtock he poſſeſſes; 
| fo that they ſeem here to employ their arbitrary power to an advantageous 
RR ] | is purpoſe. Immediately after the concluſion of queen Axx's war, the 
e FRENCH crouded to TURKEY with ſuch a profuſion of cloth a::d other 
e's goods as glutted the market extremely, by which means many of the 
principal merchants of MERSAILLES were ruined: this :2vived our trade, 
12 E and in the next five years, though we ſent a conſiderable quantity of fil- 


ver, we annually exported 18,000 cloths for TUREEY ; but from that 
time our trade began to decline, 


PETER the GREAT having taken poſſeſſion of Gniran in 1722, the 
inhabitants of that province neglected the cultivation of their raw filk, 
1 jo that our factors in TURKEY ſoon felt the effect of it; and this was 
another 
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another wound to our LEVANT trade, Beſides the progreſs of the ?RRNCR, 
and the RusslANs ſeizing the filk provinces of PERSIA, further rea- 
ſons appeared for the decay of our TURKEY trade. The coffee from 
EGYPT, Which uſed to be a conſiderable article, had of late years very 
much failed, as it came cheaper from Moc by our EAST INDIA ſhips, 
Rhubarb, which had alſo been at a much higher price than it is at pre- 


ſent, a great part of it which uſed to come by way of TuR&ty, is now 


brought through the Russ Ax dominions for account of that government, 
and generally Cent to AMSTERDAM. The price of raw filk in EUROPE 
had likewiſe declined for ſome time. Mohair was an article of ſome 
importance, being conſumed in buttons, button-holes and camblets: but 
goats, of whoſe hair this 1s made, ſometimes rot as our ſheep do, and 
this occafioned a diminution in the import, whilſt our home conſumption 
alſo decreaſed by means of the new faſhion of metal buttons. The buy- 
ers of mohair however complained aloud that this commodity was import- 
ed only from TURKEY, and that the merchants had kept it up to an ex- 


orbitant price, importing only 600 bags for the ſpace of 16 months, and 


the package of that very inferior, 


In regard 1 to the SHERBAFP ſilk, which was bought by our factors in 


GHILAN, and ſent home through RussIA, it was found to be two ſhil- 


lings in a pound better than the PERSIAN SHERBAFF imported from 
TURKEY; for the waſte of one is only 10 per cent. and the other 20, 


the latter being a natural conſequence of the fraudulent package uſed * 


the ARMENIANS a. 


With reſpect to FRANCE, the duty in TURKEY called MESSAT ARIA, 
has been taken off in favour of that nation, which is 2 5 dollar per bale 


of cloth, and 13 per cent. ad valorem on all goods ſold by weight: they 
alſo obtained a reduction of the cuſtom, a bale of 20 cloths being charg- 
ed at 30 dollars only, which was before at 40. Thefe were very ſtrong 
reaſons why the TURKEY trade was ſo much declined, reaſons which 
called aloud for all the relief that the nature of the thing would poſſibly 


z From 1745 it again advanced very conſiderably. The x uss A xs ſeem to have as little re- 
gard in this particular. 
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admit: but that ſuch an unreſtrained liberty of commerce as the com- 
plainants required, would have anſwered the end, and afforded that re- 
lief, was very far from being a clear matter. 


With regard to the carrying on the filk trade by bullion, the parliament 
thought it for the intereſt of the nation to tie up the hands of the RUss1 a 
Company, in the purchaſe of raw ſilk in pERs1A for gold or flyer, or 
in exchange for any commodities except our manufactures, The Russt- 

AN government was likewiſe ſo far alarmed as to make it death to export 
cold or ſilver through that country into the snan's dominions. It often 
happens however, when the demand for cloth in PERS1A is much ſhort 
of the value of the raw ſilk at market, this commodity i is then obtain- 
able only for money. The TURKEY company was very ſenſible of this, 
and though their trade was underſtood to be carried on by manufactories 
only, yet they have often imported into TURKEY great quantities of spA- 
NISH filver. Indeed I never could apprehend this to be injurious to the 
national intereſt, more than the commerce which is carried on from hence 
to the UNITED PROVINCES and other countries, in the gold and filver of 
foreign dominions. The national coin, I conceive, ought to be facred 
to us who have no mines of gold or filver ; but foreign coin or bullion 
is only a commodity, which may be advantageouſly exported in exchange 
for any material of a beneficial trade. An unwrought commodity ma- 
nufactured at home, whilſt it gives employment to our people, will pro- 
duce gold and ſilver; for induſtry is the true ſource of riches : beſides, 
trade ſeldom can be forced but to a great diſadvantage, and perhaps in 
no country with more difficulty and loſs than in PERSIA. Nor can the 
conſumption of our manufactures be diminiſhed by exporting bullion, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe that where money is plenty, there will be lets demand for 
cloathing ; whereas experience proves the contrary: and as to bartering cloth 
for filk, it is not practiſed in PERSIA ; but ready money being paid for 
ſuch filk, the PERSIAN merchant will lay it out again in cloth if he finds it 
beneficial. When a market 18 glutted, it is often better to ſell even at a 
loſs, which may be always done where there is money, and by this means 
make quick returns, than to ſuffer goods to lay-by any length of time: 
when 
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when a market is NoT glutted, manufactures or merchandize are always 
ſuppoſed to be moſt beneficial to the private merchants, and conſequently 
the import of them preferred to gold or filver: but if at any certain time 


there is abſolutely no demand for our goods, is it beneficial to a nation to 
prohibit the uſe of gold and filver in the purchace of an unwrought com- 


modity, the manufactory of which brings an accumulation of wealth? 


We do in fact ſend out gold and ſilver to ſeveral countries in EvRoPE *, 


from whence we receive only wrought commodities, or uſeleſs articles. 


But if the prohibition of employing gold or ſilver is founded in reaſon, it 
cannot operate to the intent of the legiſlature in particular caſes. It does 
not, I think, ſeem applicable to the TURKEY nor to the INDIAN trade; 
nor will it I conceive be to that of PERS1A, if ever we eſtabliſh ourſelves 


azain in the northern provinces of that country. 


. 1 
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Enquiries concerning the LEVANT trade jn 1744. The great advantage 


of it. The impirtance of our woollen manisfactures. Further reaſons 
For the decay of the .EvanT trade. The interpoſition of the crown ne- 


ceſſary. 


UR TURKEY trade was now fallen into ſo ſenſible a decay, that 
ſeveral perſons, particularly clothiers and packers, began to intereſt 


themſelves deeply: Mr. JohN Lopce, an eminent packer, ſhewed a pa- 


triot ſpirit upon this occaſion : and, in conjunction with ſeveral conſider- 


able merchants, he cſpouſed the cauſe of the national intereſt, as it appear- 


ed to him, with a becoming warmth. The decay of this branch of com- - 
merce was obvious, but the cauſes of it were not univerſally underſtood, | 


though it had been ſo much canvaſſed not long before“. 


The defire to vindicate our own acts is natgral to us, and where pri- 


vate advantage and inclination interfere with the public intereſt, the lat- 


d Hol LAND and sWEDEN in particular, and from #0LLAND we export filver to RUSSIA, which 
conititutes part of the ballance of our trade with that country. c See yol. I. chap. VIIL. 
ter 


3 
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ter generally ſuffers. The TURKEY company became ſuſpected of parti- 
ality, but the complainants were ſubject to the ſame imputation: the lat- 
ter urged that the conduct of that company was the only cauſe of the de- 
cay in queſtion, and that to make it intirely a free and open trade would be 
the beſt or only remedy to reſtore it. Upon enquiry into the circumſtances 
of the LEVANT traders, it was found that our annual imports of raw 
filk from all countries, except TURKEY, for 21 years, viz. from the year 
1720 to 1740 incluſive, did not exceed 170,000 great pounds of 24 
ounces, of which was brought from the EAST INDIES about 
From ITALY —=— ON”. -- = 3,000 
From $PAIN, and other places in the MEDITERRANEAN — 20,000 
But from TURKEY only, including the three following years, 
viz. from 1720 to 1743, of the fame weight was yearly 
imported — — — 206,000 
The importation however decreaſed very faſt. In 5 years, OR 
from 1722 to 1726, the import from TURKEY was 
1,472,491 ſmall pounds of 16 ounces, which amounts an- 


120, ooo 


nually to great pounds — — 196,000 
But in 1737 to 1741, it was 659,519 {mall pounds, which . 

are great pounds annually onyy — — 88,336 
Mohair yarn imported from TURKEY for the above 23 years, 

was yearly — _ — — 200,000 
Cotton wool for 20 years, as above, from the year 1721 to | 

1740, yearly — — F 330, ooo 
Cotton yarn for the ſaid 20 years = — 60,000 


Thus at a moderate computation, viz. filk at 19 8. the great pound, cot- 
ton wool at 1 8. cotton yarn at 28. and mohair at 6s. * deducting 15 per 
cent. for duties, freight and charges, which is alſo national profit, re- 
mains 236,470 l. There was alſo a conſiderable value in rhubarb, coffee 
and other drugs, to make up the annual amount of our imports. 


The value of our woollens exported to TURKEY, together with tin, 
cochineal, and ſome lead, for the above 20 years, has been annually on- 


© Raw AMERICAN c:tton is at 20d, mohair from TURKEY, according to the quality, is from 
2 8. 6 d. to 125. the pound. 


ly 
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ly 180, oo l. From hence it appears what conſiderable advantages have 
been made by the LEVANT merchants, and how much it is an object 


worthy of the national protection; for if by exporting 180,000 1. for the 


moſt part in our wrought wool, the ſource from whence our riches are 
chiefly derived, we could have returns in unwrought commodities annually 
to the value of 236, 470 l. how many thouſands of the induſtrious and moſt 
deſerving part of this nation would not ſuch a trade employ in a ſeries of 
years; and what an accumulation of wealth would it not produce! This 
conſideration ſhould awaken all our care, to adapt our cloth to the taſte 
of the TURKs, and indeed of every nation; and to be aſſiduous not only 


to preſerve the trade we already poſſeſs, but alſo to extend it, at the ſame 
time as we guard againſt the conſequences of the induſtry and application. 


of thoſe who are already come in for a large ſhare of this commerce. 


The ſtate in which ſeveral other nations have lived for ſome ages, 


ſeems to have ſoothed us into a notion that things will always remain in 
the ſame condition: this lulls us into a ſecurity with regard to their com- 


mercial enterprizes, and is the occaſion of our reluctance to believe any 
thing to their advantage. Can there be a greater proof of the rapidity 
with which a manufacture makes its progreſs, when encouraged by a 


powerful prince than is met with in FRANCE? In the year 1700 there 
were only 3000 pieces of cloths made in LAN GUEDOc, but in 1740, the 


ſame province manufactured 80, ooo pieces. It is very clear from the 

great progreſs of the FRENCH, that although GREAT BRITAIN abounds 
moſt in materials, {kill and induſtry can bring other nations to rival, and, 
in ſome inſtances, even to excel us at ſome markets. 


It is true, that the long and beſt ſort of wool was for ſome time full 
a guinea per tod of 29 lbs. which is above 20 per cent. more than the 
common price. The demand for our woollen manufactures both for 
ASIA and AMERICA, as well as in the ſeveral markets of EUROPE, has 
been alſo very great of late years, and probably will in ſome meaſure 
continue the ſame; however, every flow muſt naturally have its ebb, as 
the ſame experience evinces*. We ought not by any means to think we 


© In 1752, coarſe woollens are fallen in price near 20 per cent. 
are 
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are in no danger, whilſt our obſervation proves what other nations are 
9 able to perform. If our very ſucceſs argues the great importance of 
197 preſerving our manufactures, it is deeply incumbent upon us to keep 
the manufacturers to a juſt ſtandard: in this the intereſt of gentlemen 
who have large paſture lands is intimately concerned, as well as that of 
| the trader, and indeed of the whole nation; we ought therefore to be 
| _ watchful, not only to afford theſe manufactures on eaſy terms, but to 
| improve and adapt them to every taſte: and upon this point, next to the 
1 materials, the conteſt will chiefly reſt. The peculiar advantages which 
1 1 ſome nations enjoy, can hardly ever be forfeited without their own faults : 
we have ſeen the complaint of the LEvanT traders, with regard to their 
cloth; the ſame complaint would have exiſted in the caspran trade, 
had it continued; and it cannot be intirely from the connexion there is 
between the FRENCH and the PoL ANDERS, that the latter take of us only 
131.8 coarſe cloths; FRANCE and Alx LA CHAPPEL annually furniſh them 
"FF wy | i with 100,000 |. value in cloth, which is inferior to ours in ſubſtance 
4 and duration, but its ſoftneſs, colour and lightneſs give it a preference in 
135 their eſteem. We are every day making new fabrics, and ſhew great 
art and fertility of invention in articles of leſs moment. No nation can 
make ſuch excellent cloth as this ; why we do not employ our ſkill and 
induſtry to accommodate every taſte, and to come in for a ſhare at every 
a market, whilſt our natural advantages ſecure ſome to us intirely, is what 
IE I do not comprehend, unleſs we are glutted with riches, 
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The complaints already mentioned prove how inconſiderate our 
1 clothiers are, who from a preſumption of being ſure of a demand re- 
of 3d gard only the preſent moment; and we generaliy find the quality of goods 
1 . is inferior, in proportion as the demand is large: the conſequence is, 
F004 Y . that when the demand ſlackens, the manufacturer cannot be eaſily brought 
back to his proper ſtandard of work. Another matter of complaint is, 

that the exceſſes to which our common people are addicted, have in- 

creaſed the price of their labour beyond the due proportion of the value 

of proviſions, ſo that the clothier is tempted to increaſe his quantity ra- 

ther than improve the quality of his goods. Theſe evils, though difficult 

to 
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to cure, are certainly not irremediable; but the attention of the mer- 
chant, in conjunction with the legiſlature, may, in a great meaſure, — 
vent the pernicious conſequences. 


As the world grows more enlightened, every country will make efforts 
to be independent: the conſequence muſt be, that the nation whoſe lux- 
ury at home raiſes the value of all its productions moſt, will have the leaſt 
foreign trade; and if at the ſame time it makes a great conſumption of 
foreign productions, it will certainly decline into poverty. If we learnt 
the art of parſimony in any tolerable degree, we ſhould fight our neigh- 
bours with a two-edged ſword. 


It may be juſtly conſidered as one argument of the great opulency of 
this nation, that many artificers, mechanics, and even perſons of labo- 
rious profeſſions, have by their induſtry acquired great fortunes, and live 
in ſplendour; this is hardly to be found in any other nation. France, 
which is our great competitor, can hardly produce an inſtance of .a dyer, 


packer, or other mechanic employed in preparing and finiſhing manu- 


factories, who are arrived to ſuch a condition of life. The luxury in 
FRANCE does not appear to have yet reached to near the height as it is 


in ENGLAND, among the middling or laborious orders of the people; and 


whilſt they can procure the neceſſary parts of labour much cheaper than 
we do, they muſt conſequently have the advantage over us. But it is 
time to put an end to this digreſſion, and to return more immediately to 
the TURKEY trade, 


What paſſed in the year 1718 , is a convincing proof that the company 
fell into miſtakes, through an impatient deſire of private gain, injurious 
to the national intereſt; nor is it ſo much to be wondered at as lamented; 
but it did not follow that the trade could, in the nature of things, be 
made free and open. On the contrary, there were ſeveral reaſons for the 
decay of the TURKEY trade, foreign to the excluſive privileges of the 
company: among many others which they aſſigned, was that of the 
heavy expence with which it was loaded; for it appeared by accounts 


f See vol. I. p. 54. 
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from 1733 to 1740, that the ſums levied on the LEVANT company at 
CONSTANTINOPLE were no leſs than - - - - - 214,074 dollars 
At $MYRNA, for the ſame tine 5,628 
At ALEPPo, for the ſame time - - - - - - 80,065 
Which, including extraordinary preſents, and reckoning the dollars at 38. 
comes to 8000 l. a year, which is about 4 per cent. upon their exports, 


a burthen which no EUROPEAN trade at this time can bear, and what 
had now involved the company in a heavy debt. 


No man will doubt that every kin gdom 1s rich, in proportion to the 
number and opulency of its inhabitants; is it not then the intereſt of the 


crown of GREAT BRITAIN, and of the whole nation to eaſe this branch 


of trade, and to ſupport the embaſſador in TuRKEY, whoſe appointments 
are about half the ſum in queſtion ? and would it not be for the dignity 
and advantage of the government, that the embaſſador ſhould not only 
appear as the king's ſervant, but have a fixt falary from the crown, at 


a court where regal power is ſo much reſpeQed ? Certainly this circum- 


ſtance is worthy of more attention from the legiſlature than yet appears 


to have been beſtowed upon it. Among other minuter particulars which I 
have heard complained of there is this, that we have not any LAZARET- 
To at STANLEY CREEK, ſo that the cargoes are deprived of many conve- 
niences in quarantain which other netions enjoy. 


—— — 


2 2 


CH A Þ. 2 


Neceſſity of regulations in TURKEY. Companies eſſential to ſome trades, 
The great benefits of the oriental trade. The Jews refuſed admittance 
into "the TURKEY trade, A bill propoſed for regulating tbe LEVANT 
trade, 


Onopolies, or excluſive privileges, are generally ungrateful to the 
people of a free ſtate; it was therefore natural to thoſe who had 
not any perſonal knowledge abroad, nor experience at home, relating to 
the commerce of AsIA, to think that a total freedom in the TURKEY 
trade 


* 
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trade would remove the evils under which it laboured: the difference be- 
tween the CHRISTIAN and MOHOMMEDAN religions, alſo the various po- 
lities and cuſtoms, render it indiſpenſably neceſſary that our factors in 
TURKEY, ſhould be under ſubordination and reſtrictions : but this never 
could be the caſe, was the trade open as that of PoRTUGAL or SPAIN: 
and though in the circumſtances of this declining trade, as great an indul- 


gence ought to have been ſhewn to every ſubject, as the nature of the 


thing will admit; yet the intereſt of the company I do not conceive can 


be preſerved without an incorporated ſociety, who, by keeping their fac- 


tors in due ſubordination abroad, will watch over the honour of the na- 
tion, as well as their own commercial intereſt, 


The want of ſuch a ſociety in our CASPIAN trade, produced many 


fad proofs of that diſcord which muſt threaten the ſubverſion of every 


eſtabliſhment of this nature. The Russ1A merchants are but nominally 
a body corporate, compared with the LEVANT traders, and however good 
the inclinations of the former might be, they could not ſupport that œco- 


nomy which the nature of their circumſtances required. This, to all 
appearance, would be the caſe with the TukxEy company, was their 


trade left intirely open : indeed this muſt ever be the caſe, in proportion 


to the neceſſity there is of ſupporting good order abroad, as well as at 
home. 


But this argument receives an additional force, with regard to countries 
where our military ſtrength is eſſential to the ſupport of our commerce. 


We have ſeen this verified lately in the AFRICAN trade, till the crown 
took the care and burthen of ſupporting the fortifications in that quarter 
of the world. It is true, ſome directors of companies in paſt times, have 
played ſo unfair a game, as will probably render their names odious; but 
this makes nothing againſt the general notion of companies, as eſſential 


to the conduct of certain trades, more than the evil adminiſtration of a 
miniſter does to government in general. 'There are, I know, ſeveral per- 
ſons of very eminent rank and authority in this country, who have con- 
tracted an invincible prejudice againſt trading companies; but they do 
not ſeem to diſtinguiſh the nature and circumſtances of the ſeveral branches 
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of trade, to which diffchent kinds of economy are neceſſary, particular- 
ly in our ASIATIC commerce. 


And now I have mentioned this ſubject, it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that the oriental trade is truly the miſtreſs and ſovereign of all o- 
thers, and has been ſo for many ages. The poRTVUOGUEZE and the 
DUTCH laid the foundation of their power and reputation in this com- 
merce: with regard to the BRITISH nation it ever muſt be of the higheſt 
moment, not only on account of the immediate advantages derived from 
it, but alſo to check the growing power of FRANCE and other nations in 
regard to their commercial intereſt in ASIA : it can be no diminution of 


the value of this trade, as ſome imagine, that many articles imported 
from thence, ſerve only to promote luxury; for upon the ſame principle 


GREAT BRITAIN may reject the fruit and wine of PORTUGAL and sPA1N 
with the ſugar and tobacco of AuRRICA; and this would carry us into 
a ſpeculation foreign to the preſent conſtitution of the world, with re- 


gard to commerce in general. 


When we conſider the great numbers of hands employed as mecha- 
nics as well as ſeamen, this trade appears to be an object of the higheſt 
national regard: nor is it any ſolid objection to the oriental trade, that it 


requires the exportation of a great quantity of filver ; for the wealth of 


a nation is not to be computed from the quantity of gold and filver in it; 
ou riches at leaſt conſiſt in the produce of the country, and the induſtry 
of the inhabitants: by theſe this nation is become great and powerful; 
by theſe we draw ſilver from Mex1co, and gold from BRAZIL in fo ample 
a proportion; and even from EAST INDIA we have ſupplies of gold; ſo 
that in this courſe of circulation what detriment is it if we ſend a quan- 
tity of filver to as1a? We are to conſider further the great advantages 
of exporting our woollen manufactures, and of importing from thence 
raw filk and raw cotton, which furniſh freſh employment to our people : 
we are to remember the uſeful commodities of other countries, which 
we receive in return for our INDIA goods, and the ballance in money: 
in a word, it may be aſſerted, that the advantages are too apparent to 


need any enumeration, 
As 
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As to the LEVANT trade, I can eaſily comprehſſnd the force of the ar- 
guments which the TURKEY company uſed upon this occaſion, with re- 
gard to the danger of letting in all ſorts of people, and conſequently of 
taking off ſuch ſalutary reſtrictions as experience has proved to be neceſ- 
fary. It was not, I preſume, from an impatient defire of power that the 
TURKEY traders rejected the meaſures propoſed : every nation trading to 
TURKEY makes and practices rules different from thoſe in uſe in their 
commerce with cHRISTIANSs. The pures, who are not in fo good a 
condition in TURKEY as the ENGLISH, have, among others, one diſtin- 
guiſhed regulation, which is, that no ſhip of leſs burthen than 300 tuns, 
and mounting 24 guns, ſhall go to TuxK EY: and the TAENCH, whom 1 
have already mentioned, ſupport the utmoſt uniformity of conduct in re- 
gard to this trade, both at home and abroad. The duty which our 
TURKEY company have taxed themſelves with at preſent, is 3 per cent. 
on goods conſigned to their own factors, and 5 per cent. if conſigned to 
the ſubjects of the GRAND SEIGNIOR ; and none but a ſubject of GREAT 
BRITAIN and free of the company, can ſend any goods to that country ; 
but that freedom may now be eafily procured, The ENGLISH factors 
have hardly been known to make any difficulty in paying this * and 
if they do, the remedy is by diſtraining. 


The power of determining diſputes between the BRITISH ſubjects in 
our factories abroad, is generally veſted in the BRITISH conſul, in a great- 
er or leſſer degree, according to the difference of places; but this ſeems 
to be founded rather in the conſent of parties, than in any law of our 
conſtitution, ſo that appeals are often made to the national magiſtrates; 
whereas in TURKEY all differences are determined within ourſelves, and 


and generally brought to a ſpeedy deciſion. 


It is a good maxim in commerce, to keep it as much as poſſible in its 
courſe, and not make alterations by way of experiment; but the ſickly 
ccondition of this trade demanded a more ſalutary regimen. In what pro- 
portion it had decaye in the five laſt years, with reſpect to raw ſilk, mo- 


5 They have however a conſul at uV RNA and AL EPO, and a miniſter at CONSTANTINOPLE, 
and, if they do not equal, come near us in point of intereſt in that country. 
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hair and cloth, the follgwing i is an extract from the cuſtom-houſe, which 
was publiſhed upon this occaſion, viz. 


Silk imported from TURKEY the 
five preceeding years. 


Ito lbs. 
1734 — — 274,72075 
1735 — — 106,401 
F == 227,970 
1737 — — 387,774 
1738 — — 168,634 
86 5,50 5% 


Mohair yarn imported from TUR- 


Silk imported from TURKEY the 


laſt five years. 
lbs. 
d £ nd ae 3, | 
1740 — — none 
„% Rc 1 4. 
1742 — — 22 - 
1743 — — 138,308; 
632,877 


Mohair yarn imported from TuR- 


KEY the five precceding years. KEY the * five years. 
lbs. 8 1 
„ 1739. & — 49,308 
1735 — _.- 1740 — — none 
1735 — — 236, 722 I741 — — 132,146 
1757 — — 241,179 1742 — — none 
1738 — — 2216, 806 17433 — — 208 99 
792,34 410,233 


| Cloth exported to TURKEY the 


five preceeding years. 


long cloths hort cloths 
1734 4,76 goo 
1735 18,946 3,150 
1736 8,368 1,485 
1737 11,463 2,182 
1738 21,5745 1,064 
65,118; 8,981 | 


Cloth — to TURKEY the 
laſt five years. 


5 long cloths ſhort cloths 
1739 1,9911 660 
1740 8,2 54 1,6802 
1741 3,910 583 
1742 5,168 2,222 

1743 12, 100 1,750 
31,4233 6,8951 


A review 
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A review of this account could not but alarm the commercial part of 


the nation, and induce the legiſlature to take it ſeriouſly into their con- 
ſideration. 


The jxws now deſired to be admitted into a ſhare of the trade, and 
the demand of the generality of the people was for an open commerce, 
or a limitation of the charter granted to the TURKEY company: the 
JEws were ſtrongly objected to, particularly by thoſe members of the com · 
pany who had moſt experience in the trade. The conſideration of difference 
in religion among people ſubje& to one common government, does not 
ſeem eſſential in commercial affairs, nor is it regarded much in our EUROPE 
AN trade; but the great influence they are ſuppoſed to have in as1A, crea- 
ted an inſuperable difficulty to their admittance. It ſeemed natural to be- 
lieve, that by admitting no other Jews than thoſe of LoN DON, and plac- 
ing theſe under the ſame common reſtrictions as other ſubjects, that they 
would employ their power in favour of this nation, under whoſe go- 
vernment they are happy. It appeared however on this occaſion, as if 
they were doomed to be excluded on account of their religion, . at leaſt it 
ſeemed a hard ſuppoſition, that EuRoPEAN JES ſhould be at the bottom 
of all ſchemes againſt EUROPE AN trade with ASIA, as was then alledged. 
It was further objected, that the JEws in CONSTANTINOPLE would pro- 
mote a monopoly of the TURKEY commodities with the jꝝxws in ENG- 
' LAND, to the prejudice of the other ſubjects of this nation, and that the 
JEWISH factors abroad would underwork the cHRISTIANS: it was alſo 
urged, that the influence of the Jews, ariſing from their great riches, 
would have too great a weight in the commercial ſcale. But was not this an 
acknowledgment that they were bold traders, poſſeſſed of large capitals, 
and would be contented with ſmall profits? if it was, and that the trade 
was really in danger of being loſt to this nation, were not theſe the very 
people who bid faireſt to rival the FRENCH ? There was yet a further 
objection, that they might go to market to MARSEILLES for their 
cloths, and only bring their filk here: even this might be preferable 
to the loſs of the trade, for all commodities which we manufacture 
at home, are certainly great national benefits: but it was reaſon- 


able 


— 
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able to imagine, that the Jews under the protection of the BRI T ISR 
crown, might be reſtrained to a ſubjection to BRITISH laws, as well in 
commerce as in civil ſociety in general. 


It was however allowed, that the jEws who reſide in TURKEY are, 
for the moſt part, an immoral people, and have by a kind of confede- 
racy eſtabliſhed an exorbitant brokerage of 1 or more per cent. as it were 
by inheritance ; and this reaſon, joined to others of the like nature, in- 
duced the FRENCH to ſtipitulate with the TREs, that they might not 
be obliged to employ jews. The debate, which at this time ran high, 
was at length reduced to this iſſue, viz. whether the liberty of trad- 
ing to TURKEY ſhould be granted to all his majeſty's ſubjects, or to all 
his chriſtian ſubjects only; and whether it ſhould be made an open trade, 
or continue excluſive under the reſtrictions the legiſlature might judge ne- 
ceſſary. Upon this occaſion the following bill for enlarging and regulat- 
ing the trade to the LEVANT ſeas was propoſed to the parliament. 


(ec 


HERE As king James the firſt by his letters patent, bearing date the 
fourteenth day of December, in the third year of his reign, did grant 
<« to ſeveral perſons therein named, and to their ſons, and ſuch others as ſhould 
ce then after be admitted or made free, that they ſhould be one fe!lowſhip, and 
one body corporate and politic, by the name of the governor and company of 
& merchants of ENGLAND, trading into the LEVanT ſeas, and by the ſame name 
e ſhould have perpetual ſucceſſion ; and did direct, that all perſons, ſubjects of 
ce this realm, being mere merchants, which then were, or after the date of the ſaid 
ce letters patent, ſhould happen to be under the age of twenty-ſix years, or not out 
of his or their apprenticeſhips, ſhould be admitted into the freedom of the ſaid 
company, if he or they ſhould demand the ſame, within one year next after 
« he or they ſhould attain the age of twenty-ſix years, or within one year after the 
* end of his or their apprenticeſhips, and ſhould offer and pay to the ſaid governor 
and company, for his or their admittance, the ſum of twenty-five pounds; and 
did further direct, that all perſons, ſubjects of this realm of ENGLAND, being 
e mere merchants, above the age of twenty-ſix years, ſhould be admitted into 
ce the freedom of the ſaid company, upon paying a fine of fifty pounds; and did 
« alſo direct, that all and every the ſons of ſach as were or ſhould be free of the 
« faid company, and allo all their apprentices employed in that trade, for the 
* ſpace of three years or upwards, within the limit of the ſaid letters patent, 


e ſhould, 
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ce ſhould, after the end of their apprenticeſhips, be admitted to the freedom of 
« the ſaid company, on payment of the ſum of twenty ſhillings only: 


« And whereas king CHARLES the ſecond, by his letters patent, bearing date 
ce the ſecond day of April, in the thirteenth year of his reign, did ratify and con- 
cc firm the ſame letters patent of king James the firſt; and did further direct, that 
« no perſon reſiding within twenty miles of the city of Lo DON ſhould be admit- 


ce ted into the freedom of the ſaid company, or have any benefit of the privileges 
« thereof, unleſs he be made free of the ſaid city. 


« And whereas of late years the trade into the LEvanr ſeas has very much de- 
« creaſed; and the taking of leſs fines for the admiſſion of perſons into the free- 
dom of the ſaid company, and not reſtraining the freedom thereof to mere 
* merchants, and ſuch perſons only who reſide within twenty miles of the city 
« of LONDON, as are free of the ſaid city, and the allowing perſons admitted into 
« the ſaid company to trade jointly or ſeparately, and to export all forts of goods 
« and merchandize of the growth, produce or manufacture of GREAT BrITAIN, 
or the dominions thereof, or the x asT IN DIES (not prohibited by law to be ex- 
ce ported) to any port cr place within the limits of the ſaid letters patent, from 
what parts of GREAT RRITAIN, and at what time, and in what quantity, and 
ce on board what ſhips (navigated according to law) they ſhall reſpectively think 
« proper; and alſo to import in the like manner, from any port or place within 
e the limits of the ſaid letters patent, raw ſilk, or any other goods or commodi- 
ties purchaſed within the ſaid limits (not prohibited by law to be imported) by 
„ barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities exported 
from GREAT BRITAIN, into any port or place within the limits of the ſaid let- 
ce ters patent, gold or ſilver in coin or bullion excepted, or with the produce a- 
<« riſing from the ſales of ſuch manufactures, goods or commodities ſo exported 
c as aforeſaid, are the moſt probable means to recover and extend the ſaid trade, 
« for the benefit of this nation: 


6s May it therefore pleaſe your moſt excellent majeſty, that it may be enacted, 
ce that from and after the 24th day of June 1744, every ſubject of this realm, 
« deſiring admiſſion into the ſaid company of merchants of ExOLAxp trading in- 
© to the LEVANT ſeas, commonly called or known by the name of the TuRKtv 
% company, on requeſt in that behalf to be made to the governor or deputy go- 
<« yernor, ſhall be admitted into the ſaid company, within the ſpace of twenty- 
« eight days after ſuch requeſt ſhall be made, and ſhall have, uſe and enjoy, all 
< the liberties, privileges, juriidictions, franchiſes, powers and authorities, grant- 
Vor. II. I "0 
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« ed to the ſaid company by the ſaid letters patent, as largely, fully and amply, 
ce too all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes, as any other member of the ſaid 
« company could, can, or may have, uſe or enjoy the ſame, by virtue of the ſaid 
<« letters patent, ſuch ſubject paying for ſuch his admiſſion, for the uſe of the ſaid 
« company, only the ſum of twenty pounds and no more, and taking the uſual | 


- * oath of the freemen of the ſaid company, or being of the people called W- 
*© KERS, the affirmation. 


« And be it further enacted, that from and after the ſaid 24th day of June 
« 1744, the ſum of twenty pounds and no more, ſhall be demanded, taken or 
accepted, by the ſaid company, for any admiſſion to the freedom thereof; the 

ce ſaid letters patent, or any ſtatute, law, order, conſtitution or ordinance of 


ce the ſaid company, made or to be made to the contrary thereof 1 in any wiſe 
hs notwithſtanding. 


« And be it further enacted, that where any perſon or perſons refiding in any 
ce out- port, or any other place within this realm, being ſubjects thereof, ſhall 
e make requeſt to be admitted into the ſaid company, by his agent or deputy, 
« making tender of twenty pounds for his admiſſion, the governor or deputy 
<« governor, ſhall, within twenty days after ſuch requeſt, appoint one or more 
_ © perſon or perſons to admit ſuch perſon or perſons into the freedom of the ſaid 

& con. pany and to adminiſter to him or them the oath to be taken by the free- 
« men of the ſaid company, or being one of the people called OK ERSs, a ſo- 
„ Jemn affirmation ; which oath or nnn he or they are hereby impowered 

te to adminiſter; which admiſſion, and adminiſtration of the ſaid oath or affirma- 


« tion, ſhall be as good and effectual, as if the oe: were e actually done by the 
« ſaid governor or deputy governor. 


« And be it further enafted, that if any 3 being a ſubject of this realm, 
« ſhall, by himſelf or his agent, make requeſt to be admitted into the ſaid com- 
« pany, and ſhall pay or tender, or cauſe to be paid or tendered, the ſum of 
<« twenty pounds for his admiſſion, as directed by this act, and he ſhall be refuſed 
« to be admitted and made free of the ſaid company, contrary to the true in- 
c tent and meaning of this act; every ſuch perſon being ſo refuſed, ſhall be from 
ce thenceforth deemed to be, and ſhall be, free of the ſaid company, and a mem- 
« ber thereof, and ſhall enjoy the ſame liberties, privileges, juriſdictions, fran- 
« chiſes, powers and authorities, in as full and ample a manner as any other 
* member of the ſaid company doth or may enjoy any thing herein, or in the 
„ ſaid letters patent contained, or in any ſtatute, law, order, conſtitution, or ordi- 


© nance 
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<« nance of the ſaid company, made or to be made, to the contrary thereof in 
<« any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


e Provided always, that nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtru- 
«ed to extend, to oblige the ſons of ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall be 
<« free of the ſaid company, on or before the ſaid 24th day of June 1744, nor 
te any perſon or perſons, who are, or ſhall be, apprentices to any merchant or 
« merchants free of the ſaid company, on or before the ſaid 24th day of June 
4“ 1744, to pay any greater ſum for his or their admittance into the freedom of 
ce the ſaid company, than the ſum of twenty ſhillings. 


« And be it further enacted, that from and after the ſaid th ay of June 
« x 744, all and every perſon or perſons being free, or to be made free, of the ſaid 
e company, may and ſhall ſeparately or jointly export, or cauſe to be exported, 

* out of GREAT BRITAIN, to any port or place within the limits of the ſaid let- 
ters patent, in any BRITISH or plantation built ſhips navigated according to 
« law, at any time, to any perſon or perſons whatſoever, beicg ſubjects of this 
ce realm and free of the ſaid company, or ſons or apprentices of freemen of the 
« ſaid company, ſo long as he or they ſhall continue to ſubmit to and remain 
ce under the protection and direction of the BRITISH embaſſador and conſuls re- 
e ſpectively for the time being, and ſubject to the by-laws and regulations of 
e the ſaid company, and from any port or place in GREAT BRITAIN, as he or 
<« they ſhail think proper, any goods, wares or merchandizes of the growth, pro- 
ce Juce or manufacture of GREAT BRITAIN, or the dominions thereof, or the EAST 
_« INDIES, (not prohibited by law to be exported) and alſo to import in the like 

te manner, from any port or place within the limits of the ſaid letters patent, 
from any perſon or perſons whatſoever, being ſubjects of this realm and free of 
<* the ſaid company, or ſons or apprentices of freemen of the ſaid company, ſo 
< long as he or they ſhall continue to ſubmit to, and remain under the protecti- 
eon and direction of the BRITISH embaſſador and conſuls reſpectively for the 
a time being, and ſubject to the by-laws and regulations of the ſaid company, raw 
e ſilk, or any goods or commodities purchaſed within the ſaid limits: (not pro- 
«© hibited by law to be exported) ſuch raw ſilk, goods or commodities, being pur- 
* chaſed by barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities, 
<« exported from GREAT BRITAIN into any port or place within the limits of the faid 
« letters patent, (gold or ſilver in coin or bullion excepted) or with the produce 
e ariling from the ſales of ſuch manufactures, goods or commodities exported as 
ah aforeſaid, or with the produce ariſing from the freights of ſuch ſhips, or from 


I 2 „ conſulage, 
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e conſulage, or the commiſſion for factorage upon manufactures, goods or com- 
c modities which have been or ſhall be exported from, and imported to GREAT 
« BRITAIN, and not oth:rwiſe, upon paying and ſecuring the cuſtoms and other 
<« duties payable for the ſame, to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, by any law 
ce now in force; and upon paying ſuch ſum or ſums of money as are or ſhall from 
e time to time be adjudged requiſite and convenient for the common profit or ſuſ- 
cc tentation, or the neceſſary and reaſonable ſtipends, and other charges of the ſaid 
« company, and are or ſhall be aſſeſſed on any goods, wares, or merchandizes, to 
ce be exported or imported as aforeſaid, or upon any ſhips laden with the ſame, by 
ce the greater part of any general court of the ſaid company; any flatute, law, or- 
« der, conſtitution or ordinance of the ſaid company, made or to be made to the 
<« contrary thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


And be it further enacted, that from and after the 25th day of March 1745, 
every commander, maſter, or perſon having the charge of any ſhip or veſſel, 
c on board of which any raw ſilk, goods or commodities purchaſed within the 
<« limits of the ſaid letters patent, ſhall be laden or ſhipped to be imported into 
e this kingdom of GREAT BRITAIN, ſhall produce and deliver to the collector or 
% comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuſtoms, at the port or place where 
« ſuch ſhips ſhall be unladen at the time of making his report, a certificate or 
<< manifeſt under the hand and ſeal of the embaſſador, agent, reſident, conſul 
ce gr vice-conſul for the time being, reſiding at the port or place, where ſuch raw 
« ſilk, goods or commodities were laden or ſhipped, teſtifying that the perſon 
or perſons, to whom ſuch certificate or manifeſt is granted, had made oath, or, 
ce being one of the people called du AK ERS, had ſolemnly affirmed before him, 
that ſuch raw ſilk, goods or commodities, were truly purchaſed by barter with 
<« woollen goods or other manufactures, goods or commodities which had been 
ce exported from GREAT BRITAIN, or with the produce ariſing from the ſales or 
« commiſſions for factorage of ſuch manufactures, goods or commodities z or 
. * from conſulage, or with the produce ariſing from the freight of ſuch ſhip or 
« yeſſel, or any other BRITISH or plantation- built ſhip or veſſel, which had been 
« employed in the ſaid trade, to the beſt of his or their knowledge or belief 
e which oath or affirmation, the ſaid embaſſador, agent, reſident, conſul or vice- 
<« conſul reſpectively, is hereby authorized to adminiſter ; and the ſaid comman- 
« der, maſter, or perſon having the charge of any ſuch ſhip or veſſel, ſhall like- 
« wiſe make oath, or, if he be one of the people called AK ERS, ſolemnly af- 
firm before the ſaid collector, comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuſ- 
« toms, at the time when he delivers ſuch certificate or manifeſt as aforeſaid, that 

« ſuch 
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« ſuch raw ſilk, goods or commodities were truly ſhipped, or put on board, at 


c the port or place, as in the ſaid certificate or manifeſt is mentioned. 


« And be it further enacted, that if any perſon ſhall falſely make any oath or 


<« affirmation, by this act directed to be made, and ſhall thereof be legally con- 
<« yicted, ſuch perſon ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds of lawful mo- 


<« ney of GREAT BRITAIN, and be impriſoned for the ſpace of fix months, and if 


« any perſon ſhall forge or counterfeit any certificate or manifeſt by this act direct- 
<« ed, or ſhall publiſh ſuch certificate or manifeſt, knowing the ſame to be forged 


« or counterfeited, and be legally convicted thereof, ſuch perſon ſhall forfeit the - 


« ſum of two hundred pounds of lawful money of GREAT BRITAIN, and be im- 


« priſoned for the ſpace of twelve months, and if any commander, maſter, or. 
« perſon having the charge of any ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall land, or ſuffer or per- 
c mit to be landed, out of any ſuch ſhip or veſſel, in any port or place in EAT 


«BRITAIN, any raw ſilk, goods or commodities laden or ſhipped in any port or 
« place within the limits of the ſaid letters patent, before he hath delivered 


« ſuch certificate or manifeſt, and made ſuch oath or ſolemn affirmation as afore- 
« ſaid, ſuch commander, maſter, or perſon, being legally convicted thereof, 


« ſhall forfeit and pay treble the value of ſuch raw ſilk, goods or commodities, 
c and all and every ſuch forfeiture or forfeitures aforementioned, ſhall be ſued 
for, recovered and adjudged in any of his majeſty's courts of record in GREAT 
« zgRITAIN, with full coſts of ſuit, by bill, plaint, information or action, where- 


&« in no privilege, protection, wager of law, or more than one imparlance ſhall . 


« be allowed, and one third part of all ſuch. forfeiture or forfeitures ſo recover- 
« ed, ſhall-go and be paid to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, one other third 
« part to the governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading into the 
« LEVANT ſeas, and the other third part to him or them who ſhall inform and 
e ſue for the ſame, 8 


% Provided always, that nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtru- 


« ed to extend, to authorize or impower any perſon or perſons, being free of 
« the ſaid company, to vote or give any voice or ſuffrage in the election, nomi- 


ee nation, choice or appointment of any officers or miniſter employed, or to be 
« employed by the ſaid company, or in the change or removal of them, or any 


e of them, or in diſpoſing of the company's monies, unleſs ſuch perſon or per- 


&« ſons hath or have in his own name, and for his own account, traded in the 
*« ſaid company, fo far as to pay forty ſhillings at the leaſt, in impoſitions to 
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<« the ſaid company, towards the public charges, within one year then next, before 


< ſuch vote, voice or ſuffrage is to be given. 


ce And be it further enacted, that the ſaid governor or deputy-governor, ſhall, 


and are hereby required to call a general court as often as requeſt ſhall be 


e made to the ſaid governor or deputy-governor, in that behalf, by writing 
c under the hands of any ſeven or more of the members of the ſaid company, 
e within ten days after ſuch requeſt ſhall be made, as aforeſaid ; any thing in 


< the before-recited letters patent, or any- ſtatute, law, order, conſtitution or or- 


< dinance of the ſaid company, to the contrary thereof, in any wiſe notwith- 
* Randing. * 


This bill, after paſſing the commons, was thrown out of the houſe of 
lords by a majority of three: it muſt be obſerved however, as the caſe 
ſtands, the trade does not ſeem to ſuffer any inconvenience from the ex- 
cluſive privilege of the TURKEY company, as admittance is given for 20 l. 
but it does appear even at this time , that to one ſhip which we have 
in the TURKEY trade, the FRENCH have ten; and unleſs we ſhould have 
a ſucceſsful naval war, we ſhall hardly be able to exceed even this pro- 


portion; it may be well if we do not yet looſe ground. 


— — 


CH Ar 2 

Freſh difficulties with relation to the casPIAN trade. The merchants pe- 

trtion his majeſty. The king's letter to $H AH NADIR upon this occaſion. 
The $HAH'S decree in relation to JOHN ELTON. 

O return to what concerns the CASPIAN trade, it ſeemed imprac- 

ticable to induce Mr. ELTON to leave PERSIA ; on the contrary he 


3 to purſue his deſign. He had ſurmounted ſo many difficulties, 


that it was hard to ſay whether he was a greater object of hatred or 
admiration to the RUSSIANS : but certain it is he compleated one veſſel 
intended to mount 20 three-pounders, which is of greater force than the 
RUSSIANS ever navigated on the CASPIAN : this being a royal ſhip, the 
perſon who had the charge of her thought proper to require naval ho- 
nours of the RUSSIAN merchant ſhips on the PERSIAN coaſt ; ſeveral o- 


» 1752. 


ther 
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ther complaints were ſent to court, ſome falſe, and others of a trifling 
nature; the great object was the PERSIAN ſhip already affoat, and the o- 
ther veſſels on the ſtocks, which they apprehended might ſoon be equip- 
ped. The cloud which had hung over us for ſome time, now grew 
darker ; but our vexation did not ariſe only from the diſguſt of the Rus- 
| SIANs, for the prohibition of correſpondency with Mr. ELTON, occaſi- 
oned his arreſting a large quantity of goods brought by the new factors, 
meſſieurs PRESTON and THOMPSON, on a claim of commiſhon due on 
them. This cauſed an alarm among the merchants in London, who im- 
mediately applied to the king : his majeſty, with his wonted humanity and 
tenderneſs, ſhewed a particular readineſs to oblige the Russ1Aa company, 


by writing to NADIR SHAH about the beginning of 1746. The king's: 
letter was as follows: 


ce Groroe THE SECOND, by the grace of almighty God creator of 
<« heaven and earth, king of GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE and IRE- 
« LAND, the moſt invincible and moſt mighty defender of the chriſ- 
« tian faith, &c. The moſt high exalted pRINcE in ample honour and 
« dignity ſends kind ſalutations, with wiſhes of health and true — 


„ pineſs. 


« Moſt . and moſt mighty prince, 
4 HE governor and company of our royal merchants trading to 
' RUSSIA, and through RussIA to PERSIA, having repreſented to 
ce us that JOHN ELTON, whom we recommended to your ſerenity by our 
e royal letter of the 7th of February in the year of our lord 1743-4, . 
had by his management almoſt ruined the trade of our ſubjects to your 
< ſerenity's dominions, though it is of great advantage to our reſpective 
« kingdoms, and that there was remaining a conſiderable ballance due 
* to our merchants ; and the company having determined not to employ 
© JOHN ELTON in their ſervice, have beſought us to recommend to your 
ce protection their new factors, MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP, CHARLES 
*© GEORGE PRESTON, CHARLES THOMPSON, and RICHARD WILDER, as 
our favoured ſubjects and merchants; and alſo that your ſerenity would 
command that jon ELTON do immediately ſettle and adjuſt with the 
« ſaid 
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« (aid factors the accounts and demands depending, by paying the bal- 


4 Jance, and delivering to them ſuch goods as remain in his hands be- 


te longing to our company of merchants not diſpoſed of. We have 


« thought fit to acquaint your ſerenity therewith, and defire that you 


« will favour our merchants with your royal countenance and protection, 


ce not doubting but that your ſerenity will, upon the receipt of this our 


royal letter, cauſe juſtice to be done to our company and merchants, 
« by ordering JOHN ELTON to ſettle the accounts depending between our 


e merchants and him; to pay the ballance that ſhall appear to be due 


« to the new factors hereby recommended to your (erenity, and to deli- 


< yer to them ſuch goods belonging to the company's trading members 


as may remain in his hands, 


« As juſtice is the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your 
ce ſerenity's ready compliance with this our requeſt, fince the trade car- 
« rying on by our ſubjects in PERSIA tends ſo highly to the advantage 
e of both nations, and requires particular marks of your favour and ſup- 
« port. We hope that as our merchants are ſtrangers in your empire, 
<« and place their entire dependance in your royal favour and protection, 


your ſerenity will hear them favourably, and redreſs any grievances 
they may now repreſent, or may at any time hereafter have juſt cauſe 


« to lay before you. We cannot conclude without congratulating your 
« ſerenity upon the glorious ſucceſs of your invincible arms, and repeat- 
« ing our wiſhes of health and true happineſs to your ſenerity and your 
{© royal — Given at our court at St. JAMES's.” 


Mr. ELTON had in the interim petitioned as complainant, and obtained 
the following decree from NADIR SHAH. 


« N the name of the exalted God; it 1s the imperial command, that 
** A the magnificent ACHMED BEG, KURYSAUL BASHI of our high 
« court, the noble MYyRZa MAHOMMED ZEKIE, and alſo the great MA- 
« HOMMED KHAN BEG, Who by the ſovereign favour is governor of 
* GHILAN, do KNow, that GEMAL BEG has by a petition repreſented, 
ce that according to a contract he has made with certain of his partners, 


cc who 
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« who are now in ENGLAND, whatever goods or merchandize they might 
« at any time ſend from ENGLAND, upon their arrival in GHILAN they 
ce ſhould be opened in his preſence, and ꝙ per cent. on their value ſhould 
« be paid to him: and whereas the officers of the R UsSLAN flate have pro- 
te hibited the merchandize to be brought before him, and the 9 per cent. 
« to be paid; he requeſts that the people belonging to his partners lately 
« arrived in GHILAN ſhould without pro or con pay to him this proportion. 


But whereas theſe people who have brought goods and merchandize 
te hither, are ſtrangers, and are come to this country on account of trade, 
« and the proprietors not being preſent, we cannot abſolutely determine 
« this matter; therefore our royal decree is, that you ſummon G6EMAL 
« BEG and his partners, and hear and ſettle their affairs according to law 
« and juſtice: let no hurt be done to him, nor at the fame time any me- 
« thod taken that may be injurious to the perſons ſent by the ſaid mer- 
« chants. Know this to be our pleaſure, and conform thereto. | Dated 
« the laſt day of the month sHEVAL in the year 11 58.” 


It appeared from hence that ELTON had advanced the moſt palpable 
and abſurd falſities, in aſſurance of ſucceſs, founded in his intereſt with 
the $HAH : his judges alſo had no abilities to enter into the merits of the 
caſe, nor honeſty enough to determine according to equity. After ma- 
ny circumſtances too tedious to enumerate, the decree produced the de- 
livery of the 42 bales of goods which ELTON had arreſted. As for the 
accounts of former tranſactions and effects, he adjudged them as he pleaſ- 
ed, and did much leſs injuſtice than he might have done; for he made 
returns in part to thoſe to whom he was moſt N indebted. 


Vor. II. R | CHAP. 


(4 53 
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The RUSSIAN court prohibits the BRITISH CASPIAN trade. The decree of 


the empreſs of RUSSIA on this occaſion. The author's remarks on the 
letters of the RUSSIAN conſul, on which the decree was founded, 


HE ſcene now began to cloſe: the RussraN miniſtry being per- 
ſuaded that Mr. ELTON's conduct was of a dangerous tendency, 


the- EMPRESS publiſhed a decree in November 1740, of which the fol- 


lowing is a tranſlation. 


The decree of the empreſs of RUSSIA, interdicting the BRITISH trade 
over the CASPIAN ea. 


HE embaſſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary reſiding here on 
the part of his majeſty the king of GREAT BRITAIN, cannot be 
« ignorant in what manner the empire of Russ1A has endeavoured to cul- 
< tivate and augment the friendſhip long ſubſiſting with his majeſty, 
" particularly by the treaty of commerce concluded between the two 
« crowns in the year 1734, which was renewed in the year 1742, at the 
ce concluſion of the happy alliance. Her imperial majeity was Jefirous 
to ſhew her good-will, by granting not only a free commerce to the 
„BRITISH merchants with her ſubjects over the whole empire without 
ce any obſtruction, but alſo through her dominions into PERSIA, which 
till then had never been granted. As a proof of her imperial majeſty's 
ce affection to the BRITISH nation, in excluſion of all others, the duties 
“were mitigated, and many other privileges and immunities were agreed 
«© to, that the ws to PERSIA might be the more eafily condutted. It 
ce 15 not neceſſary to mention the advantages granted to the merchants 


concerned in that trade, the treaty of commerce inincientiy ſhows 
cc them. 


OE 


e Theſe privileges have been fince augmented, for, at the requeſt of 
„„the BRITISH merchants, a pres was given them to have their 
« own ſhips on the cas PAN ſea, though this is not mentioned in the 
« treaty: but theſe indulgences have given room to entertain ſome ill- de- 


« ſigning 
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« ſigning perſons on the PERSIAN coaſt, who have ſhown themſelves 
ce diſaffected to the empire, and have openly acted againſt the intereſt of it. 
« The perſon who has given occaſion to this unexcepted proceeding, is 
cc the well-known ELTON, who formerly was in this ſervice as captain 
« jn the ORENBURG expedition; and after his diſmiſſion from it, when 
« the BRITISH merchants began to navigate the ASIAN in their own 


ee ſhips, he was engaged by thoſe merchants, and ſent with their ſhips 
« to PERSIA, Where he was appointed their agent. The firſt ſtep 


« which ELTON took was detrimental to the RUsSIAN conſul and mer- 


ce chants, for inſtead of an amicable intercourſe with them, he fomented 


ec animoſities. Secondly, he treated with great inhumanity the Russ TAN 
ec mariners who were hired on board the ENGLISH ſhips, and refuſed to 


« pay them the full wages he had agreed for. Thirdly, he carried with 


« him contraband goods and materials in the ſaid ſhips, from As TRA“ 
« CHAN. Fourthly, and what is the worſt of all, he gave himſelf into 
« PERSIAN protection, engaged in that ſervice, inſinuated ſeveral projects 
<« to the PERSIANS, and introduced ſome arts hitherto not known a— 
cc * mongſt them, to the great detriment of this empire. 


« His excellency the embaſſador may thus plainly ſee how RUSSIA has 


e been rewarded for her indulgence granted to the BRITISH nation by 


« ſuch an advantageous treaty, Notwithſtanding all theſe circumſtances, 
ce the greateſt moderation has been uſed on her part, in hopes that mat- 
© ters would be rectified. To this end, in the yer 1743, the miniſter 
« and plenipotentiary Mr. wy cn, then reſiding here, was acquainted with 
«© ELTON'S conduct; the RUSSIAN miniſter at LONDON, KNEZ SHEBBA- 
« TOvE, Was alſo informed of the fame, and his inſtructions concerning 
<« them were often repeated: he repreſented theſe complaints againſt EI. 
«& TON in the ſtrongeſt manner, inſiſting that he ſhould not anly be re- 
© called from PERSIA, but obliged to make ſatisfaction for the exceſſes 
« he had committed: moreover, that this trade to PERSIA could not be 
<« underſtood to exiſt, but as it might be carried on agreeably to the regu- 
« lations made here concerning it, and without prejudicing the ſubjects 
e of this empire: for as the trade was allowed out of mere good-will to 
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« the ENGLISH, and ſo many valuable privileges granted to their mer- 
ce chants, it is not natural that it ſhould be ſuffered, contrary to the in- 
© tereſt of the empire. 


« Russ14 at length ſees herſelf obliged to guard againſt ſuch injurious 
ce practices, by taking ſuch meaſures as are abſolutely neceſſary for the 
« preſervation of her intereſt. In conſequence of the many repeated 
© complaints made on this head by the RussfAN miniſter at LoxnDox ; 
©& lord TYRAWLEY, the embaſſador then reſiding here, gave in anſwer to 
« this miniſtry, a memorial dated the 4th December 1744, ſetting forth, 
« that his majeſty had ordered the merchants of the ENGLISH company 
« trading to PERSIA, not to conſign any more of their goods to ELTON, 
ec and to forbid his being any ways concerned in that company: alſo that 
ce the merchants of their own accord would allow ELTON a penſion of 
« 2000 rubles per annum during life, on condition of his returning from 
« pERSIA to ENGLAND, and that the king, upon ELToON's arrival in 
ce ENGLAND, would grant him a poſt in the navy; concluding with a 
te requeſt for a ſufficient paſſport for him to travel through russ1A into 
« ENGLAND: the faid paſſport was granted, and delivered to the embaſ- 
ce ſador at Mosco, and immediately ſent into PERSIA, together with let- 
« ters from the ENGLISH company to ELTON, and they were fafely de- 
<< livered to him by the Russ TAN conſul in PERSIA. But all this had no 
« effect; on the contrary, advices are ſince arrived from ptRs1A, both 
« from the RUSSIAN reſident and the conſul in that country, that ELToN 
cc was not only unwilling to go from thence, but had evaded lord TY Raw- 
« LEY'S order, alledging that this order was given out at the ſame time 
as the king of GREAT BRITAIN ſent his recommendatory letter to the 
PERSIAN SHAH, relating to the ENGLISH merchants trading in that 


e country; and that he had the sHan's orders to take all ENGLISH mer- 
ce chants and factors under his protection. 


cc 


cc 


If this be fact, it has certainly encouraged ELTON to prolong his a- 
« bode in PERSIA; to puſh on the projects he has brought on the car- 
« pet; and to carry them into execution, to the great loſs and detriment of 
this empire, The RussrAx ſubjects reſiding in that country alſo com- 


e plain 
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« plain that BLAIR, BROWN, and other ENGLISHMEN who have left that 


country, have been concerned in theſe projects: and laſtly, that PRES- 


« TON and others, who ſtill remain there, have been inſtrumental to the 


« ſame end. And theſe proceedings are ſtill carried on with the ſame ill 


« temper, of which the conſul, general wol yr, was acquainted in 1745; 


ce but ſince that time many more exorbitances have been committed, 


* which can be clearly proved. 


« Not to mention the diſorder: and damage which ELTON, in con- 
« junction with the PERSIANsS, has created to the RUsSIAN merchants ;. 
« his injurious defigns have ſucceeded in part, and he is indefatigable in 
« projecting new ones. To connive at theſe proceedings any longer, will 


ebe of very dangerous conſequence. 


ce All theſe vexations and inconveniencies ariſe from the trade this em- 


< pire has permitted the BRITISH nation to carry on, and which never 
« was granted to any nation before; and things being now come to this 
te extremity, our patience and moderation can hold out no longer. No-- 
< body can in juſtice blame us to look back at the many complaints made 


ce to his BRITANNIC majeſty's court at LoNDON, and the hopes we en- 


« tertained that proper meaſures would be taken to redreſs the grievances 
* complained of: but it is now plain, that no other remedy is left than 


<« that RUSSIA ſhall immediately put a ſtop to the trade: her imperial 


<* rajefty's intereſt, and the ſecurity of her empire obliges her to lay hold 


« of the ſtrongeſt, readieſt, and moſt effectual method for this purpoſe. 


« In conſideration however of the great friendſhip which her imperial 


ce majeſty has always entertained for his majeſty the king of GREAT BR1- 
* TAIN, ſhe wiſhes ſincerely to maintain the treaty of commerce con- 


ce cluded with his majeſty, in its whole extent, ſacred and inviolable, 


ce without any alteration or abridgment, and to fulfil it in every reſpect 
« to the end of the term ſtipulated; but there is now an abſolute neceſſi- 
« ty, not only to make an alteration in the trade permitted to the ENG- 
* LISH nation to PERSIA, but to break it off intirely. 

« Theres 
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Therefore, in conſequence of her imperial majeſty's gracious order, 
« the ſame is made known to all thoſe whom it may concern, and hy 
< theſe preſents to his excellency lord HIN D FORD, the embaſiador extra- 
ce ordinary, to the end that he may be pleaſed to acquaint his court 
« therewith ; and at the ſame time to aſſure his majeſty in the ſtrongeſt 
ce manner, that her imperial majeity has been obliged to take this reſo- 
« lution againſt her inclination : in all other caſes her imperial majeſty 
« will ever give the ſtrongeſt marks of her ſriendſhip to the king and 
ec nation of GREAT BRITAIN ; and will endeavour by every means to in- 
« creaſe it. And to prevent all obſtructions to the ſincere intentions which 
« her imperial majeſty has of maintaining a ſtrict friendſhip and harmo- 


© ny between the two courts and nations; it is now become neceſſary 
« to put a ſtop to the evil practices of ELTON and his confederates, the 


ce other ſubjeis of GREAT BRITAIN, NOW in PERSIA, 


« Her imperial majeſty is ſo far convinced of the friendſhip of the king 
« of GREAT BRITAIN, that ſhe expects his majeſty will neither approve 
« nor ſuffer thoſe people to remain in PERSIA, but order, in the ſtricteſt 
« manner, that ELTON, together with the ENGLISH ſubjects there with 
« him, ſhall wichout fail, as ſoon as poſſible, remove from thence and 
ce return to ENGLAND. May it alſo pleaſe the embaſſador to acquaint 
ct the ENGLISH merchants and members of the company trading to PER- 


« SIA, and refiding in St. PETERSBURG, and in due time alſo thoſe at 


« A5TRACHAN, that they ſhall not only forbear ſending any more goods 


« to PERSIA, but uſe all their endeavours to ſettle and liquidate their ac- 


« counts with the ſubjects of PERSIA, and make the neceſſary prepara - 
< tions to withdraw their effects and ſervants without delay. 
« St, PETERSBURG, November 1746, ſigned 
G. A. BESTUCHEFF RUMIN. 
C. NICH. WORONZOFF,” 


It was in vain for the merchants to complain of this edict, but in a 
national way it became the duty of the BRITISH minifter to remonſtrate 
againſt the violation of the treaty of commerce. My lord ninNDFoRD, 
his majeſty's cmbaſſador, knowing that I had been in pzRs1a, deſired me 

to 
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to give in writing what I had to ſay in regard to the vindication of the 
BRITISH ſubjects, I complied the more readily with my lord's requeſt, 
from the perſonal knowledge I had of the Russ1an conſul, on whoſe let- 


ters great part of the complaints mentioned in this decree were founded, 


The reader will judge of the conduct and genius of this man, who from 


a common ſecretary and interpreter, did not content himſelf with leſs. 
than ten led horſes to make his public entrance into RESHD, as the EM- 


PRESS's conſul. He was born at consTANTINOPLE, and had contracted 


an inclination to the cuſtoms of As1a: finding our trade ungrateful to 


his court, and unprofitable to himſelf, he over-acted his part, and was 


impatient till he had ſeen an end of it, which ſerved to inflame the re- 
ſentment of the court. He did not ſtop there, for his conduct expoſed. 
him to the complaints and reſentments of the RUss1aN merchants alſo, 


who, in leſs than two years afterwards, obtained his recal and diſgrace. 


By the following articles of defence it will be ealy to Judge of the na- 


ture of theſe complaints, which are mentioned in 1 the decree in more ge- 


neral terms. 
St. ETERSBURG, November 1746. 


Remarks on ſeveral letters wrote in 1744, 1745, and 1746, by the Rus- 
SLAN conſul to his court. 


I. I obſerve that the conſul has a moſt extraordinary way of exagge- 


rating; for it ſeems abſurd that Mr. ELTON ſhould attempt to hide what 
all the world might ſee, or to ſuppoſe the carpenters and ſeamen were 
his privy e , in ſecret affairs. 


II. Whether Mr. ELTON is puſhed on by his ambition or not, he 


may by his natural induſtry in a country where no pleaſures can take off 
his attention, make ſome improvements. 

III. Tis no unuſual thing for the suA to flatter a man one day, and 
put him to death the next. I believe that NA DIR's decrees, in relation to 
his marine, promiſe ELTON to protect him azainſt his enemies; but I do 
not ſee that any concluſion can be drawn from thence to the prejudice of 
the RUSSIAN ſtate, 


W. 


— * . 
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IV. Tis poſſible RUSSIA in time may ſuffer damage, if the PprRSI- 


As build any ſhips; but I much doubt if ſuch ſhips can or will long 


exiſt: if ELTON had gone into GHILAN by way of GAMBROON or TUR- 


'KEY, or found his way through RussIA, with a deſign of building ſhips, 


and without any employment from the ExNGLIsH merchants, could the 
ENGLISH trade in ſuch caſe be made accountable for the conduct of a pri- 
vate man, who acts thus in a circumſtance foreign to trade? 

V. Notwithſtanding the reports of the conſul, I am morally certain, 
that the ENGLIsH merchants and factors in general, or BROWN and PREs- 


Ton in particular, are not concerned in ſupporting ELTON, nor have 
any intereſt in the ſacceſs of his ſchemes. 


VI. 'Tis not to be imagined that ELToN builds ſhips for ſhew only; 


their being employed in carrying proviſions in the manner which the con- 


ſul mentions, ought not to be imputed to reſentment, but conſidered as 
a natural conſequence of their being built. 


VII. In the ſummer 1745, Mr. Aus BROWN carried with him to 
the PERSIAN camp, the king's letter to NADIR SHAH, dated February 2, 
1744, defiring that juſtice might be done to his ſubjects; in conſequence 


whereof, after great ſolicitation, Mr. BRowN obtained a decree for the 


payment of the money due to him from the provinces and governor 
in GHILAN; but nothing is more falſe and abſurd, than that Mr. BRowN 


deſired on that occaſion to put himſelf under ELToN's protection. Tis 
notorious, by volumes of correſpondence, that Mr. BRowN always avoid- 
ed all fort of connexion with ELTON; nor in matters of trade had EL- 


TON any ſort of authority or preference which might create a dependance. 


As to Mr. BRowN's being ready to die in defence of ELToN's honour, 


I do not ſuppoſe the conſul is ſerious ; nor can I comprehend what he 
means by power given to ELTON over the other factors. But the con- 


ſul's aſſertions are agreeable to that conduct which he has always obſerv- 


ed towards us, rather provoking ELTON than endeavouring to bring him 
off from his purſuits, 


VIII. How: unfair and inconcluſive are the conſul's reaſonings! be- 
cauſe the merchants have not been ſucceſsful in the repeal of EL Tox, 


therefore they have not been ſincere; and therefore they are yet Allowing 
1 


Chap. XIV. PROHIBITING THE CASPIAN TRADE. 81 


him a penſion as the founder of the trade, while it is obvious that the 
meaſures which ELTON was purſuing, threatened the deſtruction of the 
trade. The conſul inſinuates that the ENGLISH would not make any figure 
in PERSIA but by ELTOxN's means: he is ignorant what figure our EAST 
INDIA company makes, and has made there; and what figure we make 
in every quarter of the world where our merchants carry on their com- 
merce by ſea. 

IX. The conſul has artfully played one BRITISH houſe againſt the o- 
ther, with a view to ruin both. His conduct towards us has been cal- 
culated to deſtroy that harmony which might have exiſted between the 
other BRITISH factors and the RussIANS, whatever conſequences Mr. 

ELTox's conduct might have produced, 

X. The RussIANs have formerly run old ſhips aſhore on the weſtern coaſt 
of the CASPIAN, with a view to break them up and ſell the wood, fuel 
being extremely ſcarce in thoſe parts; by this means the PERSTANS got 
as much timber as would build a new veſſel : but what is this to the pur- 
poſe, unleſs the conſul would make us accountable for the conduct of 

the Russ IAN ſubjects, as well as for ELTON's ? 
Xl. If erToON in the advice he gives the pERSIANS is ſteady and 
conſiſtent, it is for his own purpoſes, and not for thoſe of the trade. The 

matter therefore I apprehend is reduced to this point, whether the whole 
BRITISH nation is accountable to the Russ IAN government for the conduct 
of one private perſon in PERSIA? 
XII. I grant it was injudicious in ELTON to make the Russ1an ſhip 
ſtrike to the pERS1AN. When I was on the cas Pp IAN we always paid 

the compliment to the RUSSIAN flag, thereby acknowledging the ſove- 
reignty of the EMPRESS. 

XIII. As to the illegal commerce complained of, I have heard of a 
quantity of bar tin, which has been fince reputed contraband, but it was 

not then included in the contraband articles, and was actually entered for 
PERSIA, and paſſed ASTRACHAN in a regular open manner. 


XIV. I am morally certain that the Russ iA ſeamen were not ill 
treated; but, on the contrary, uſed with . humanity than in their 
own ſhips. 


Vor. II. L The 
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The concluſion (article XV.) is, I think, extremely abſard : a report 
may be certain in the conſul's ſenſe ; that is, it may be certain there is a 
report, when the thing reported is falſe, as this muſt needs be concern- 
ing the ENGLISH merchants ſettling a penſion on ELTON to ſupport him 
in PERSIA, inſtead of bringing him home from thence ; and I humbly 
preſume it would be very hard if a ſimple hear-ſay ſhould be made a rea- 
ſon ſufficient to annul an article in a treaty ſubſiſting between two crowns. 


E 


S A FE XV. 


Reflections on the foregoing tranſactions. Propoſal made by the Russ IA com- 
pany, to exchange the EUROPEAN gooas in PERSIA for raw fill already 
in RUSSIA. Danger of the company's effects in PERSIA, Letter upon 
the ſame ſubject. The BRITISH embaſſador obtains orders for a ſhip, to 
ſecure the effects of the CASPIAN traders, Letter upon this occafie on From 
the factors in St. PETERSBURG 70 the factors in GHILAN. 


H E prohibition of our trade was no matter of ſurprize to me, 
* neither did I think it any great loſs to the nation; having from a 
long and painful experience received very diſadvantageous impreſſions of 
it. However, whilſt there was any hopes of preſerving it, I acted my 
part in the whole affair with the utmoſt aſſiduity and attention. It was 
apparent, from the ſituation of RUssIA with regard to PERS1A at that 
time; from ELTON's raſhneſs; and the jealous diſpoſition of the Russ!- 

Ads in general, that this trade was an unavoidable object of offence: the 
reader will alſo obſerve from the ſeveral facts related in my journal, that 
notwithitanding the reputed ſecurity of conveyance through the RUssIAaN 
dominions, great part of the way is expoſed to the incurſions of the 
TARTARS, and to the plunder of the RUSSIAN pirates on the voLGA. 
Should foreign wars draw oft the forces, or occaſion any great diminution 
of the gariiſons in thoſe parts, the road could not be long ſafe: few years 
have paſſed without ſome particular accident; but we had to fear the ill 
deſigns of ſecret as well as open enemies; for whatever advantages might 
have been derived to the BRITISH or RUSSIAN nation at large, neither the 


ARME- 


—_— 
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ARMENIAN nor RUSSIAN merchants could ever be intirely reconciled to 
us, whilſt we received any conſiderable profit from it. Our buſineſs 
therefore was to make as good a retreat as poſſible. =” 


HAHDGEE SEFFIE, the &HAn's merchant, whom I have already men- 


tioned ; after ſpending near a whole year in ASTRACHAN, at length ar- 
rived in MosCo with about 200 bales of filk, It was natural to ſuppoſe, 
that his buſineſs was to make as ſpeedy a return to his maſter as poſſible: 
therefore ſeveral members of the Russ1A company, who had a glut of goods 
in PERSIA, could not but graſp at the leaſt intimation of bartering them 
againſt raw ſilk in. Russ IA. The correſpondence I had on this ſubject with 
one of my private employers, gave birth to a reſolution of all the cas- 


PIAN traders, in conſequence whereof the following enter was addreſſed 
to the BRITISH conſul. 


« in, St. PETERSBURG, February 25, 1747. 
cc HE cAspIAN traders in LoNDoON having great quantities of ef- 


cc 


fects in GHILAN, which cannot be fold yet for a conſiderable 


ce time, deſire to barter them againſt raw filk now in RuUss1a. As the 


« memorial prohibiting the BRITISH CASPIAN trade expreſſes an earneſt 


te defire that the ſame ſhould be finiſhed with all poſſible diſpatch, we 


ce beg you will ſolicit a permiſſion for the purpoſe above mentioned. 
ce The sHAHn's commiſſary, HAHDGEE SEFFIE, being now in Mosco with 
« 200 bales of raw ſilk, and the Russ IAN merchants not diſpoſed to 


te buy them on the terms demanded, we propoſe to make a barter with 


« the commiſſary in behalf of our principals, whoſe orders we have re- 
« ceived for that purpoſe : and in caſe the ſame is brought to effect, we 
will, upon the exportation of the raw filk from hence, pay to her im- 
« perial majeſty's cuſtom-houſe, the uſual duty of 3 per cent. in dollars, 


on a valuation of 52 rubles per pood, the ſame as we pay at ASTRA- 


« CHAN on our own imports. This we preſume will be agreeable to the 
«© RUSSIAN merchants of Mosco, and a ſingular benefit to the BRITISH 
« merchants who are inclined to make this barter, and at the ſame time 
« will greatly facilitate a compliance with her imperial majeſty's decree : 
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8% THE COMPANY: EFFECTS Part I. 
« therefore we hope a permiſſion will be granted us without loſs of time, 


e in order that we may treat with the commiſſary. 


4 We are, Sin, &c.” 


However reaſonable and conſiſtent this propoſition may appear, it was 
not reliſned; on the contrary, many objections were ſtarted. If the af- 


fair had been opened to the HAHDGEE, and he had conſented to this. 
| barter, it would not have agreed with the plan which the court ſeemed. 


to have laid down; for this new commercial ſcheme of NADIR sHan 


was as ungrateful to the Russi Ax government, as ELTON naval atchieve- 


ments; and we had no hopes of any indulgence whilſt the name of ELTON 


remained. It is alſo probable, that the russ1an miniſtry foreſaw the 
impending revolutions in PERSIA, and that they might have occaſion to 


arreſt the effects of the HanpGes, to indemnify the RUs5SIAN ſubjects 
for loſſes they might ſuſtain by plunder in that country ; for this really 
happened not long after, and part of thoſe effects were arreſted accord- 


ingly. 


wy Reports already prevailed, that freſh rebellions were formed in PERSIA, 
and the experience I had bought in that country alarmed my jealouſy; 


for it was but too evident, that the PERsLANs were continually revolting, in 


ſpite of that prodigious ſucceſs which had attended Na piR's arms, and in 
defiance of thoſe acts of cruelty with which their rebellions had been pu- 
niſhed. Thus the cAsPIAN trade was indeed a trade militant, and at- 
tended with all the fears and cares of war ; but as we were ſo far advan- 
ced in it, it behoved us to make as good a retreat as poſſible, eſpecially as 
the RUSSIANS would not permit us to continue it any longer. 


At this time © there was a report that the Russ IAN merchants and ſub- 
jects had quitted PERSIA; this was not unlikely, for the declining age 
of the sHan, the rebellions in KHERMAN and GEORGIA, together with 
the univerſal miſery and oppreſſion which reigned throughout that king- 
dom, might be a ſufficient inducement for them to retire to their own 
country. Theſe conſiderations made great impreſſions on us, and this 
produced the following letter from our factors to his majeſty's conful. 


lune 1747. 
« SIR, 


Chap. XV. 


« SIR, St. PETERSBURG, July 24, 1747. 
Ccording to the reports which now prevail, many of the provin- 
ces in PERSIA are revolted: we have reaſon to apprehend that 
© GHILAN will follow the example, and the effects of our principals in 
* RESsHD may be involved in the general confuſion. We therefore en- 


cc. 


< treat that you will obtain permiſſion of the xussran government, for 


« the BRITISH factors in GHILAN to ſhip off for asTRAcHaAN the cloth 


ec and all other effects under their care, in caſe their apprehenſions of 


e imminent danger from a rebellion, or other reaſons which the neceſſity 
« of the times may ſuggeſt, ſhould determine thoſe factors to take this 
means for the ſecurity of their perſons and effects. 


0 For this end it is neeeſſary that orders be ſent to ASTRACHAN and 
« GHILAN,. that theſe factors be aſſiſted with one or two good RUSSIAN 
te ſhips, paying the freight thereof; and that all poſſible protection be 


cc afforded them on the parts of the RUss1AN embaſſador, governor, con- 


« ſul, &c. both in GHILAN and ASTRACHAN, till ſuch time as they ſhall 


« find it ſafe to return to GHILAN,. to. finiſh the fale of their remaining 


« effects. Delays may be attended with the moſt dangerous conſequen- 
** ces, nor will the caſe admit of waiting for orders from LONDON. 
«We. are, SIR, &c.” 


His majeſty's conſul being at that time indiſpoſed; the contents of the 
letter were communicated to my lord n1NDFORD, who was not ignorant 
of our danger; and with that care and affiduity with which his lordſhip al- 
ways attended the commercial as well as military intereſt of this nation in 
RUSSIA, he preſented a memorial to the great chancellor, and the very next 
day obtained an order for a ſhip to be ſent from AsTRACHAN to GHILAN. 
Our fears were not ill grounded, for about this time NADiR, whoſe cru- 


elty had rendered him the dread of as1a, had ſuffered a violent death, 


and left his unhappy people expoſed to thoſe. miſeries which he had en- 
tailed upon them. 


The neceſſary orders were diſpatched to ASTRACHAN, and proper in- 


ſtructions given: in conſequence hereof the factors in St. PETERSBURG 
received 
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received an anſwer from ASTRACHAN, and alſo from LoN DO, in rela- 
tion to the meaſures propoſed for the ſafety of the effects. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances occaſioned the following letter from the factors in St. PE- 
TERSBURG to thoſe in GHIL AN. 


4 
00 GENTLEMEN, St. PETERSBURG, September 1 


OU will find by the incloſed, that the proprietors in LONDON, 
have given us a power of ordering and inſtructing you, in re- 


8 


ct 


ce gard to their concerns under your care. The grand object of our at- 


< tention at preſent is the ſecurity of their effects. We ſhould be great- 


ly concerned if you were conſtrained by a ſenſe of immediate dan- 


te ger to ſhip off your EUROPEAN effects, but the plunder of them 
ce would be ſtill a greater misfortune. The meaſures taken by Mr. 
© GEORGE THOMPSON of ASTRACHAN are very agreeable to us; he 
ce has ſent you a ſtout veſſel to be uſed as a ſafe warehouſe, or to bring 


© off your effects; or in any other manner you ſhall think proper. You 


© muſt be guided by the ſituation of affairs in that country. We flatter 


* ourſelves the danger is over, and that the revolution ſaid to have taken 
* place, will be attended with many happy conſequences; and, by creat- 


ce ing a circulation of money, the inhabitants will be delivered from their 
<« oppreſſions. 


«* We apprehend it is neceſſary to you as merchants, who have no 
© miniſter from our own ſovereign, to deſire the protection of the throne, 
« for the ſecurity of your effects, as well as for their more ſpeedy ſale. 


If there is a new king, and you think proper to pay him your com- 


« pliments in form, attended with a preſent, according to the cuſtom of 
te the country, it will be agreeable to your principals ; and we give you 
*« full power to act in this particular as you judge moſt expedient. We 


* only recommend that you ſhew a proper regard to the unproſperous 
<< ſtate of the affairs under your care. 


As Mr. EL Tox's conduct has occaſioned ſo much miſchief and ill 
< blood, we deſire you, not only to avoid giving any offence to the kvs- 
«© SIAN government, but to cultivate a perfect underſtanding with the 


« miniſters 


> 
. 
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« miniſters and officers of her imperial majeſty. The regard which was 
« ſhewyn you by the Russ IAN embaſſador in L Ax, is already a proof 
« that you act upon right principles, which your own experience will 
« corroborate. 7 


ee The proprietors are impatient to finiſh the ſale of their goods under 


« your care, in the beſt and moſt expeditious manner, and therefore they 


« hope that an offer of goods to the king of PERSIA, at an eaſy rate, 
cc might engage him to take off a large parcel, Whether forcing a fale 


ec can be effected in any ſatisfactory manner, we know not; but we give 
cc you this intimation of their pleaſure, that you may act according to 


ce jt: and we yet flatter ourſelves, that the tedious diſburſement, and heavy 


* charge attending this trade, will be com penſated by the future returns. 


6 We are, &c.“ 


E A 2 


XVI. 


Conſequences of x ADIR SHAH's death, The factors in pERS1A plundered of N 
80,000 1. Freſh di diſturbances in PERSIA. Letter upon this ſubject from 
the faclors in GHILAN fo the factors in St. PETERSBURG. Anſwer | 


to the above letter, Letters from the fattors i in GHILAN 70 th err ur- 
ers in LONDON, 


ſeized upon the PERSIAN diadem, under the name of ApII, or 
the juſt: he publiſhed his decrees and manifeſtoes in every quarter of 


the empire, complaining of the cruelty of his uncle, whoſe hands were 
ſo deeply tained with blood. He profeſſed to begin his reign upon o- 


ther principles, and inſtead of demanding freſh ſubſidies of the people, 


who were languiſhing in the extremeſt poverty, he remitted all taxes for 
a conſiderable time, 


As no violent convulſion of the ſtate immediately ſucceeded upon NA- 
DiR's death, and ALI had taken poſſeſſion of the army and treaſury 
without oppoſition, we could not but flatter ourſelves that all was in a 


ſtate 
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ſtate of ſecurity, and we rejoiced at the change of government, which 
promiſed a happy concluſion of our CA8PIAN trade: but providence had 
a chaſtiſement in reſerve for us, as the reader will judge from an extract 
of the letter wrote by the BRI T Is factors in GHILAN to the factors in 
St, PETERSBURG. 


<© GENTLEMEN, Resnp, February 20, 1748. 
Y the laſt ſhip that failed for ASTRACHAN in autumn, we had 
the honour to acquaint you in what manner an offer was made 
« to us by the RUSSIAN miniſter, of the ſhip which Mr. GEOꝶROE 
«© THOMPSON ſent from ASTRACHAN, As it was impoſſible for us to 
ce ſhip the goods in ſo ſhort a time as the Russ IAN reſident limited, and as 
accounts from all parts of this empire gave us to expect peace and tran- 


ec 


* quility, we indulged ourſelves in the hopes of an uninterrupted ſecurity. 


« About two months ago we obtained a decree from ADIL SHAH, direct- 
<« ing the governor ACHMED KHAN to take the remainder of our de- 
« mand of AGA HASAN, for the goods which they had forcibly taken 


ce from us ſometime ago, on which about 6000 crowns are yet due. It was 


c ſaid that AGA HAs AN and his adherents, repreſented to ApIL sHAn, 


re that when the pretender s Aux, threatened to poſſeſs himſelf of that 
« place, they took ſo much of our effects to raiſe ſoldiers for its defence; 


and that the king had ordered the governor to ſatisfy the ſufferers as 


« far as 8000 out of his treaſury: however we have not yet recovered 
e any thing. After eſcaping a total deſtruction, in conſequence of NA- 
« piR's death, we thought ourſelves extremely happy in being almoſt 
« the only poſſeſſors of EUROPEAN commodities, with an increafing 
« demand, and ſecure from any danger, SAUN being taken by AuuR 
4 ASLAN KHAN, and blinded. 


c The latter end of December the new $HAH arrived in MASANDERAN®, 
tc ten days eaſy journey eaſtward from hence. We immediately felt the 
« benefit of his approach, and had reaſon to expect great ſales. Soon 
« after his arrival, the sHAan ſent for AuuR ASLAN KHAN, Who was 
<« then at TAVvR ISH; but he excuſed himſelf, pretending to be fick: a 


i He appeared in arms in nu VAN after NaD1R's death. * At the palace of asHEREFF, 
deſcribed in vol. I, chap. XLIII. 


cc ſecond 
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* ſecond meſſage was ſent to him to come as ſoon as poſſible; he then 
ce alledged that the country about SHIRVAN being in a rebellious diſpoſi- 
« tion, his preſence with the troops was neceſſary: ſoon after two couriers 
cc went with preſents to him from Ap IL sHAH, prefling him to come 
« with them ; but inſtead of obeying the king's orders he killed the cou- 
« rjers. It was reported that they had affronted the KHAN. The 1 5th 
« of January a rumour was ſpread, that ſome troops were ordered hither, 
« and it was then ſtrongly ſuſpected that aMuR ASLAN kHAN had de- 
« clared againſt the king. We endeavoured to get to the bottom of the 


« affair, and applied to KoULIFA, formerly the pERs1 AN miniſter at the 


« court of RUsSIA, Who was then here: he told us he had indeed that 
« day received intelligence that troops were coming this way, but if they 
« entered this province, and were out of the juriſdiction of AMUR As- 
LAN KHAN, he believed they would declare for the Han, and adviſed 
« us to make ourſelves eaſy ; adding, that patience and a little time would 


ce bring all things to rights. However we applied to the Russi reſi- 


« dent, deſiring a liberty to ſhip the moſt valuable of our effects on board 
« the RUSSIAN veſſels then in the port; he anſwered that we might get 
 « our MONEY ready to ſend on board, but as to Goo ps he could not give 
<« us any room, having only two ſmall ſnows ; ; the ſhip which came to 
ce us in autumn being ſent to BAKvu ; that he would diſpatch a third veſſel 
« which was ready to fail for DERBEND, and order her to call at B Aku, 
ce with inſtructions for that ſhip to come to us immediately. The 19th 
« of January in the night, we received certain information that a number 


« of troops were.on the road, and would arrive the next day, who gave 


ce out that they were going to the sHAn's camp. Being thus alarmed we 
<« quitted our houſe, but for want of cattle to carry off all our money, we 
c were obliged to ſend part of it to the reſident's quarters. Upon our 
« arrival on board we were informed that 1700 men, under the com- 
e mand of RIZA KOULI KHAN, had entered RESHD on the day we left 
ce jt; and having ſent for our warehouſe-keeper demanded of him where 
t our money was; he told them we had taken it with us, but this an- 
« fwer not being ſatisfactory, he was three ſeveral times beaten; he was 
« alſo pricked with packing needles, and threatened to be burnt, in hopes 

Vol. II. M «of 
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go THE co ANV EFFECTS Part I. 
« of extorting a confeſſion from him: but the KHAN perceiving that the 


ec money was not to be found, except about 700 crowns, which this 


tt ſervant had in his hands, ordered the ſoldiers to bring him goods, which 


« they did to about the number of 160 bales; when they deſired that no 


© more might be taken, as they had as much as they could carry off. 


et The next evening ACHMED KHAN, who was gone to LAHIJON, two 
« days before, and ſecretly carried away his valuable effects, returned 
tc with a few ſoldiers, and about midnight attacked the rebels, but in ſo 


ce ſhameful a manner that he was ſoon put to flight, This only ferved 


* to-irritate them, inſomuch that orders were given to plunder and diſ- 
« poſe of all our effects , which they accordingly did moſt effectually. 
They ſold a great value at the moſt ſcandalous prices, as raw filk at one 


« crown per batman, begreſt at two, three or four crowns per piece w, 


« and other goods in proportion; by which means they readily found 


« buyers, who have either conveyed the goods out of the province, or 
cc ſecreted them. 


« As ſoon as we were informed that the rebels had quitted the place 
« and marched for TAvR1s, and that forces were ſent by apir nan in 


« purſuit of them, we returned to our houſe, which exhibited only naked 


« walls. We have applied to the people here to procure the reſtitution 
te of ſuch goods as can be diſcovered, and they give us fair words, but 
e we have not been able to collect above 700 pieces. 


« The rebels are ſtopped at KESKAR by the peaſants, and now ſurround- 


«ed by the king's troops: the forces which were ſent by AMUR ASLAN 


ce KHAN to their relief, have deſerted, and come over to the sHAn's par- 
« ty. Upon this news we petitioned the sHAn's general to take care 
© of our affairs: he immediately deſired one of us to come to him, 
« and Mr. vai MIEROP accordingly ſet out yeſterday, We hear theſe 


© rebels have made uſe of our goods as a breaſt-work, and to cover them 


c from the weather, ſo that we fear whatever is found will be of little 
« value. 


K In value about $0,000 1. Six pence per pound of 16 ounces. m g part of the value, 


The 
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ee The only hopes we have at preſent are in the clemency and juſtice 
ce of the sHAk, to whom we ſhall apply as ſoon as affairs are ſettled, 
« Thus, gentlemen; you ſee to what a miſerable ſtate your affairs are re- 
ce duced: we ſuſpect that ſome people here have acted contrary to their 
ce « profeſſions, for it is certain they are now poſſeſſed of great quantities 
<« of our goods. The very INDIAN merchants, who are Pacans, bluſh 
te at the conduct of the cuRIsTIANS; but fear reſtrains us from ſaying 
ce more at preſent, It is highly probable, from many circumſtances, that 
« ACHMED KHAN, the governor of this place, was in the conſpiracy. 
« When RIZA KOULI KHAN, the commander of the rebels, heard that 
« ACHMED KHAN Was coming to attack him, he produced letters in 
< the preſence of our warehouſe-keeper, wherein he ſaid ACHMED KHAN 
ce had invited him, and declared that the end of his coming was not to 
make himſelf maſter of the province, but of the money and effects of 


« the FRANKS, meaning us; and alſo of thoſe of AGA MAHOMMED, 
ce the sHAn's merchant. 


« The quantity of filk we have loſt upon this occaſion amounts to 
« 18,000 crowns u. Our money ſtill remains on board the ſhip ; for be- 
ce tween open enemies and falſe friends, we do not know where to truſt 
<« ourſelves, or it. God ſend us a happy deliverance from this ſcene of 
6c miſery; and i in expectation of your counſel and inſtructions we remain, 


* GENTLEMEN, your molt humble ſervants.” 


« P. 8. We have received intelligence that the commander of the re- 
bels at KESKAR is taken, ad his forces put to the ſword; that 
the king's troops have ſeized upon all the goods found in the hands 
of the rebels, which they have divided among themſelves as ſpoil.” 

We may here ſtop and contemplate this picture of PERSTIAN frenzy 

and perfidious wickedneſs. Theſe rebels dug up even the floors of the 
ENGLISH houſe at REsHD; and, as a humorous ſpecimen of their ha- 
vock, threw a quantity of ſugar into a well, that diſpatch might be made 
in ſweetning the water. Patience is a remedy of great efficacy : here 


= Which would have produced 8500 great pounds. 
M 2 ſeemed 
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92 THE COMPANY's EFFECTS Part I. 


ſeemed to be no other for the preſent, ſo that we may indulge reflection, 
and try to what account it will turn : it threw me on a thought which 
might be impertinent to mention if I had not heard it ſeriouſly main- 
tained, that national gain may ariſe from the loſs of private merchants, 
providing that loſs is in our manufactures. In proof of this pRoFounD 
DOCTRINE it is alledged, that the labour for which the artificers have 
been paid, vaſtly exceeds the price of the original material; and that if 
we get home ſo much as the original material is worth, the national in- 
tereſt receives no hurt. This is too deep a ſpeculation for me, I confeſs, 


eſpecially while I.feel for my friends who ſuffer. I preſume our riches 
ariſe from our labour as well as materials, and that the whole commu -_ 


nity ſuffers, in proportion to the calamities which happen to a part of it; 
and the greater the part which ſuffers, the greater the misfortune. The 


good which may in this caſe happen to ſome, in conſequence of a loſs 


by affording occaſion of a freſh employment, can never be an equiva- 
lent for the greater diminution of private ſtock, becauſe private ſtock is, 
without doubt, a part of the national ſtock ; and that cannot be true of 
a particular loſs, which, if general, would ruin our merchants, and con- 
ſequently diſtreſs the nation. If the end of our labour is fruſtrated, how 


is it poſſible we can proſper, whilſt that labour is acknowledged to be 
one great ſource from whence our riches flow ? 


But to return to our hiſtory ; dreadful as this news was, the clemency 
of the new king ſeemed to promiſe us reſtitution, ſo that we flattered 
ourſelves with the ſame ſucceſs as we had obtained at asTRABAD four 
years before: but it pleaſed providence to rebuke us for theſe ſanguine 
expectations, which were hardly well formed, when news came that 
IBRAHIM MYRZA, the king's brother, was in rebellion. 


The factors in St. PETERSBURG now made anſwer to the factors in 
GHILAN. 


« GENTLEMEN, St. PETERSBURG, May 11, 1748. 


HE melancholy account of the ſituation of your houſe contain- 
ed in your favour of the 2oth of February, you may eaſily ima- 


oe zine 
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« oine gives us the moſt ſenſible concern; but we flatter ourſelves that the 
« loſs will be made good to you, and that your prudent management 
« joined to the juſtice of your cauſe, can hardly fail of obtaining — 
« tution from the clemency of ADIL sHAk. 


« As you are the beſt judges what means to take for this end, we 
« therefore hope you have followed the dictates of your own reaſon and 
ce experience; and we learn by the ngws of the 1oth of March, that 
ce you had a fair proſpe& of making this important recovery. The re- 
ce volt, which was further ſuſpected, being unknown to us in any cir- 
ce cumſtance, we cannot make any reflections on it. What the company 
« at home will determine, you will hear ſoon; but you muſt not heſitate 
ce to act as the circumſtances of the times may require. This unhappy 
« affair is the greater ſhock to us, as we had entertained the moſt ſan-- 
© guine hopes of your making large returns. 


« We are, GENTLEMEN, yours, &c." 


It is eaſy to conceive in what manner the CASPIAN traders in LONDON. 
received the melancholy news of the total plunder of their factory in 
PERSIA; but the following letter from their factors in RESHD to their. 
factors in St. PE TERSBURG,. afforded ſome conſolation. 


« SIR, Rxszp, Apell, 4, 1748. 
$ an embaſſador from ADIL SHAH to the court of Russ! A is go- 


ing to ASTRACHAN, we embrace this opportunity to inform 
88 you of what has occurred ſince our laſt. 


cc. 


cc 


ce In regard to the sHan's orders for collecting our plundered goods 
« and returning them to us, nothing further has been executed; and the 
« ſmall quantity mentioned to be delivered to us is not worth has 18 
* or 1400 crowns. ACHMED KHAN declares that he had delivered 470 
pieces of our goods to the king's merchant, in lieu of his goods loſt; 
« and the reſt which he has collected being moſtly damaged, he does not 
te think worth the delivery: the truth is, he has ſold a great part of them, 
« and the remainder were given in payment of his own debts, In caſe 
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ce ADIL SHAH ſhould be pleaſed to pay us for the effects loſt, we think 
te it not ſafe to keep the money here; to inveſt it in raw ſilk cannot be 
cc done in leſs than three 'racoltas , and to let it remain on ſhip-bord in an 
© open road ſo long a time is alſo very dangerous; for theſe reaſons we 
« think it beſt to ſend it to As r RACHAN. But in this caſe a difficulty a- 
ce riſes, whether it will be ſuffered to return, as there is a prohibition to 
< export any money from RussIa. We have diſcourſed with the Ru SSI 
* AN reſident on this ſubject, and he thinks our caſe very different from 
ee that of exporting money, and makes no doubt but it will be permitted. 


% We cannot reaſonably expect your anſwer before winter, therefore 


we write to Mr. conſul wor yr, and the factors at St. PETERSBURG, 


ce to give us immediate orders, which in the mean time we ſhall obſerve. 


The collector of the cuſtoms, who arrived lately, informs us that 


when he was in the camp he heard that the miniſters were willing and 
© ready to accommodate our affairs, but that the ſucceſs would be at- 


ce tended with a great expence. In caſe the sHAn pays us in gold, it 
ce will be difficult to get it exchanged for ſilver to purchaſe filk, and this 
< commodity is chiefly purchaſed with filver, and very little gold can be 


e put off that way. If he pays in filver, it will be difficult to get ſuch 


« a ſum exchanged for gold without giving an advance thereon; and 


<< gold, as you will fee hereunder, is the moſt, profitable of the two, if 


< any of the merchants concerned chuſe to have their returns in ſpecie. 


«© The gold currency of PERSIA is, viz. 


Muker ducats current at 6 crowns?, weigh 2 2. „ muſcals 1, 
+ Le ns - - 3 - = - 4 


<< Half crowns or rupies, ſiſid denaers and abaſſies are in general Pur 
«« equal at preſent, as few old ones which are more weighty now remain.” 


* A mercantile term for the annual growth of certain productions. _ Þ 1 crown weighs 5 muſ- 
cals of filver. 1 6 3 muſcals = 1 ounce troy. 


S HAP. 
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The CASPIAN traders apply for his majeſty's letter to AvIL $KAm. The 


king's letter to that prince. ADIL shAn promiſes reſtitution, but is de- 
throned by his brother 1IBRAHIM. Letter from the factors in GHILAN to 
the factors in St. PETERSBURG, with a further account of the diſtrac- 
tion of the times. ELTON eſcapes an aſſaſſination. by 


NDER theſe flattering expectations, the cAsPIAN traders in Lox- 


DON, in hopes of ſtrengthening their intereſt in PERSIA, petitioned 


his majeſty, In this they ſet forth the deplorable ſtate of their affairs, 


and that as no treaty of commerce exiſted between the crowns of GREAT 
BRITAIN and PERSIA, they had no protection but what aroſe from the 
immediate favour of the pERsIAN monarchs, which they prayed his ma- 
jeſty to procure for them. The king, ever ready to ſuccour the diſtreſ- 
ſed, granted them his letter, dated in June 1748, as follows. 


© GEORGE THE SECOND, by the grace of almighty God, creator of hea- 


« yen and earth, KING of GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE and IRELAND, 
te the moſt invincible and moſt mighty DEFENDER of the CHRISTIAN 


ce faith, &c. 


« To the SERENE, moſt POTENT, and moſt RENOWNED prince ADIL 


ce SHAH, king of PERSIA, MEDIA and ARMENIA, &c. 


The moſt high exalted prince in ample honour and dignity, ſends kind 
« falutations and wiſhes of health and happineſs. MT 

© MosT NOBLE AND MOST MIGHTY PRINCE, 

8 E have lately received with great pleaſure, by the governor and 

4, company of our royal merchants trading to RussIA, and through 

© RUSSIA to PERSIA, the welcome news of your happy acceſſion to the 


ce throne of the peRsIAN empire. We could not defer ſending you theſe 


our royal letters, to teſtify the particular joy and ſatisfaction with which 
** we received the account of your ſerenity's elevation to that high degree 


*« of power and dignity;- upon which we congratulate you in the moſt 
| « friendly 


EG TO — —— — — — — — — — 
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<« friendly and affectionate manner, and wiſh. your ſerenity may enjoy it 
« during the courſe of many years, with all happineſs and proſperity. 


: « Our ſaid governor and company of our royal merchants having re- 
« preſented to us that they have received advices from their factors re- 
« ſiding at RESHD ; that in the month of January laſt a party of rebels 
had plundered them of all their goods and merchandize, both wool- 
« len, as well as filk which they had provided as returns, to the amount 
« of ſeveral hundred thouſand mildenaers, and that they had but juſt 
< time to eſcape with their lives, and part of what money they had by 
ce them, on board a veſſel then riding at anchor in that port; they have 
« therefore beſought us to recommend this affair to you, and to deſire 
<« that all reſtitution, juſtice, and ample ſatisfaction may be made to them, 


ce and likewiſe that you grant them your protection for their perſons and 
effects from any inſults or violations for the future. 


« We have thought fit to acquaint your ſerenity therewith, and de- 
« fire that you will favour our merchants as abovementioned with your 
e royal countenance and protection; not doubting but that your ſerenity 


will, upon the receipt of theſe our royal letters, cauſe juſtice to be 
ce done to our company and merchants. 


ce Juſtice being the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your 
« ſerenity's ready compliance with this our requeſt, eſpecially as the trade 
ce carried on by our ſubjects in yERs1A, tends ſo highly to the mutual 
ce advantage of both nations, and requires ſome particular marks of your 
ce fayour and ſupport. And we hope, as our merchants are ſtrangers in 
<< your empire, and place their intire dependance in your favour and pro- 
ce tection, your ſercnity will hear them favourably, and redreſs any griev- 
c ances they may now repreſent, or at any time hereafter have juſt cauſe 
ce to lay before you. We rely on your royal favour and juſtice, and con- 


ce clude with repeating our wiſhes of health and true happineſs to your 
* ſerenity and royal family, &c. 


« Your affectionate friend. Sign'd G. R.“ 
This 


— — — 
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This mark of his majeſty's tender concern could not poſſibly produce 
my: ect. for though art had many good qualities, he wanted thoſe 
which were the moſt effential. Exalted with the notion of delivering 
F!RsS:A from tyranny, and receiving the crown as his reward; he aban- 
doned himſelf to his favourite intoxicating gratifications of women and 
ſtrong liquors; by which means he became an eaſy prey to the ambition 
of his brother 1BRAHIM. After ALI had reigned about 12 months, 
1BRAHIM aſpiring to the crown, collected a body of forces; and both ar- 
mies meeting, ALI was taken priſoner and blinded ; and the loſs of his 


eyes threw a total darkneſs on the proſpect which the CASPIAN traders 


had of the recovery of their loſs from him. 


This event baniſhed the factors a ſecond time from their houſe at 


RESHD to ENZELLEE, Where they might the more eaſily ſecure the poor 
remains of their plundered fortunes. From hence after acquainting the 
factors in St, PETERSBURG of the defeat of ADIL SHAH *, they wrote as 
follows. 


© GENTLEMEN, ENZELLEE, June 1748. 


= N the 2 zd of May we retired to ENZELLEE a ſecond time, on the 


cc 


«© MyRZA*, with ſome troops. The ſecond inſtant we received news 
from RESHD, that ASKERI KHAN, lately MYRZA ASKERI, was arriv- 
<« ed there with 180 men, with order to collect ſuch monies as belonged 
« to the crown and the great men. Our interpreter, whom we had pur- 


<« poſely left in REsHD to ſee what paſſed, came to us, and brought a 


letter from ASKERI KHAN, in which he acquainted us that he was 


e yery ſorry to hear of our loſſes and ſufferings, and ready to do us all 
e poſſible ſervice : that he had a decree from 1IBRAHIM MYRZA, which 


« he would deliver to us as ſoon as we came to town. On the zd we re- 
* turned an anſwer, and acknowledged our obligations for his profeſſion 


<* of friendſhip, and that as ſoon as we had finiſhed the buſineſs we were 


« obliged to perform, we would wait on him; for we think it ſafeſt to 
© The reader will remember that ALI xovLt KHAN took the name of 4p 11. He never 
took the name of sh, but only MYR z A or prince. 
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report of the arrival of a new governor on the part of 1BRAHIM 
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te wait a few days and ſee how affairs are conducted by him.” They 
then recount the difficulties they labour under, in regard to the ſafe- 
ty of their money, it appearing to be the chief aim of the RussrAN re- 
ſident to oblige them to leave PERSIA with it; and continue thus, 
© The 14th of May we viſited the KHAN, who, after delivering 1BRA- 
© y1M's decree, aſſured us we had nothing to fear, and might depend 
on his good-will. He then ſent ſeveral merchants to look at the cloth 
1 « returned to us by MEHTI KOULI KHAN, and to agree for the price of 
4 ce jt On the 11th * inſtant the reſident came to town to fix his dwelling 
« at ENZELLEE, and the next day he ſent a letter to our THOMSON 
„ and WILDER, to acquaint them that he had received advice that 400 
&« ſoldiers were ſent by the KHAN to KISKAR, and deſired them to con- 
e ſider whether it would not be beſt to.retire from the place; they anſwer- 
« ed that they would conſider of the matter; upon which he expreſſed 
te his great concern for Mr. van MIEROP, who was at RESHD, adding 
« that if we had any bales or parcels to ſhip, we muſt do it immediate- 
ce ]y, for in caſe of a neceſſity to leave PERSIA, he ſhould not otherwiſe 
< be able to give us any tonnage. 
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« On the 17th Mr. van MIEROP returned from REsHD, and waited 
e on the reſident. We deſired of him that at leaſt two cheſts containing 
ie our money, might remain here until the departure of the laſt ſhip 
« from hence, and if we ſhould then think it neceſſary to ſend it to As- 
« TRACHAN, that we might have tonnage for it. It appears to us that 
t all poſſible methods are practiſed to frighten and induce us to ſend our 
© money and effects from hence, that the reſident may be ſole maſ- 
te ter of the ſilk market; and if ſome favourable circumſtance does not 
te encourage us to return to our houſe, it will be of very little conſe- 
ce quence to us who has the market, for were we to purchaſe filk we 
* know not where to truſt it. | 
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« We are, &c.“ 


Whilſt the BxIrisn factors in GIL Ax were thus complaining of their 
ſufferings, the reader perhaps will be curious to know what became of 


June. 
ELTON 
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ELTON during theſe revolutions. Napi1R's death did not intirely quaſh 
his hopes; being perſonally known to ALI KoULI KHAN, he expect- 
ed protection from him; and, contrary to the belief of his friends 
in EUROPE, he received aſſurances of being ſupported by that prince 
from whom he alſo received a preſent. ALI, who began to court the 
friendſhip of Russ 1A, would hardly have purſued his uncle's defign of 
building ſhips, knowing, if he knew any thing, that the gus31ans would 
never ſubmit to its being brought to maturity. The peaſants of GIL Ax 
ſubſcribed to it as little as the RussIAans; inſomuch that upon the occa- 
fion of NADIR's death, they attempted to deſtroy ELTON, and a ball was 
actually ſhot through ſome part of his cloathing: but as he eſcaped the 
fate of his maſter NAp1R, he ſurvived AL1's fortune alſo; and the repu- 
tation of his abilities having reached IBRAHI M, this prince likewiſe afſu- 
red him of "0 protects. 
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The BRITISH Factors in GHILAN return home. Their letter upon this occa- 
on. They arrive at St. PETERSBURG. The whole amcunt of the A- 
PIAN trade from its firft eftabhſhment. 


HE factors in PERSIA now thought it high time to look towards 

their native country, and as there was but little proſpect of being 
ſerviceable to their principals, to provide for the ſecurity of their own 
perſons, by removing from a ſcene of miſery and diſtreſs. Mr. van Mik- 
Ro and Mr. CHARLES THOMPSON prepared to return home to EUROPE, 
for which purpoſe they had received inſtructions. Their letter to the 
BRITISH factors in St. PETERSBURG beſt explains the nature of their cir- 
cumſtances at this time. 


„ GENTLEMEN, ENZELLEE, September 23, 1748, 
6s E remained at ENZELLEE till the 2oth of July, and hearing that 
IBRAHIM MYRZA had ſent for AS$KERI KHAN under arreſt ; 
< that a new governor was arrived, and RESHD become ſafer ; we ven- 


N 2 « tured 
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« tured to return home. We began then to buy ſilk, and to ſhip it off 
te as faſt as poſſible: the reſident informed us that he intended to leave 
© RESHD, with all the RUSSIAN ſhips on the 1oth inſtant, and if we had 
ce any goods to ſhip, or intended to go to RussiA, we muſt be ready 
&© by that time. We deſired of him, that in conſideration of the amity 
© between the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and RUSSIA, the ſubjects 
cc of the former being deeply intereſted, that a ſhip might remain here 
e during the winter, for which we were ready to pay the freight. To 
« this he anſwered, that without an order from his court he could not 
ee let any ſhips remain after the 1oth of September. We are credibly in- 


© formed that IBRAHIM MYRZA has cauſed the eyes of his brother, the 


ce late king, to be put out, and ſent troops to attack AMUR ASLAN KHAN, 
% making flow marches that way himſelf. 


* On the 19th inſtant we went to ENZELLEE, and defired the refident 
« to grant tonnage for our filk on board of two ſhips, in order to di- 
« vide the riſk; but he anſwered, that he had reſerved one for him- 
« ſelf and his friends, and the other for the conſul and the trade, there- 


fore we muſt put all on board that ſhip. As we appeared determined 


« rather to remain behind than leave our effects, he conſented that this 
« ſhip ſhould remain till the 20th, provided we would be ready at that 
« time, to which we agreed. About noon the governor of RESHD was 


taken under arreſt, and his houſe plundered by two colonels and a par- 


ce ty, ſuppoſed to be in the intereit of AMUR ASLAN KHAN. This cir- 
e cumſtance, joined to the diſtracted condition of the country in general, 


and the intended departure of all the ſhips for Russ 1A, induced us to 
ce ſend the money uninveſted, by our MIERoP and THOMPSON. 


e We are, Kc. 


Meſſieurs MIEROP and THOMPSON accordingly left PERSIA, leaving 
their partner Mr. WIL DER behind; they brought with them about 33, ooo 


crowns value in raw filk, and as much more in gold and ſilver. The 


month following they arrived in ASTRACHAN, but for want of a regular 


correſpondency on the part of the adventurers, it was the end of July 


the next year before they arrived at St. PETERSBURG ; and here they 


Were 


Chap. XVIII. THE BRITISH FACTORS LEAVE PERSIA. for 


were detained a whole year, on account of the jealouſy of ſome of their 
principals. 


Perhaps it may be imagined, that the intire amount of a trade in which 
above 150 perſons were concerned, and in which the ballance of the 


account plundered was ſo very conſiderable, ſhould be greater than we 
really find it. * 


The whole export of cloth and E u- || The whole import of raw filk, ac- 
ROPEAN goods, for account of || cording to the value in PERSIA. 


the BRITISH CASPIAN traders, || N crowns 
brought into PERSIA, coſt as fol- [| 1743 — - - - - 120,000 
lows, VT ĩ⁊ͤ 


crowns. e = oe 62,000 
1742 486 parcels 170,000 17466 50, 500 


1743 414 ditto 144,900 [70 — 13,000: 
1744 299 ditto 102,650 74888 — 12,000 
17435 value 252,942 17449 33, 00 
1746 ditto 20, 000 in money 33,000 

L. 174.398 689,592 . 93,375 373,500 


The price of raw ſilk riſing much beyond its ordinary value, it may be 
eaſily calculated that the profits on this trade were very conſiderable, and 
equal to the riſk, however great this may appear. A batman of snrR- 
BAP ſilk, containing 8 pounds of 24 ounces, being bought for about 
16 crowns, the charges 34 per cent. till delivered for ſale, brings it to a- 
bout 158. 6 d. per pound; and ſuch ſilk reached the price of 28 ſhillings ; 
conſequently thoſe who came early into this trade, or ſent the moſt pro- 
per goods, may not have: ſuffered very much, 


|  ® It may however be at 185, again, if we get a large ſupply from other countries. 
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liable to be treated, even by their very good friends as well as their ene- 


„ BRITAIN paſſed an act in 1741, granting a liberty to ſuch perſons 


L ſelf as a ſhip- builder in the ſervice of NADIR SHAH, which offended 
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Extract of the author's letter to a friend, exhibiting a ſummary view of the 
BRITISH CASPIAN frade from its eſtabliſpment; with remarks on the be- 


haviour of the RUS8LAN refident and ſubjects, to the BRITISH factors in 
GHILAN, on occaſion of the plunder. 


KNOW not how to give the reader an abridgment of this narrative, 
and at the ſame time explain the concluſion of the cataſtrophe, than 
by the following letter to a friend, the cloſe of which, being the part 
moſt material to my preſent purpoſe, explains in what manner people are 


mies ; and how particular circumſtances may expoſe the ſubjects of any 
prince to the moſt unworthy . 


„SIR, St. PETERSBURG, December 1749. 


8 to the antiquity of the ASIAN commerce, I never diſco- 
vered that we had any trade over that ſea, except a ſmall trial 
« made in the ſixteenth century. To begin with the proper date of our 
e late attempt, you muſt remember that his preſent majeſty renewed a 
e treaty of commerce with ANNA IVANOWNA in 1734, by which a li- 
<< berty of this trade is granted. You know that the parliament of 6REAT 


cc 


.cc 


<< as are free of the RUss1A company, to import the raw filk of pzRs1A 
te into GREAT BRITAIN, in return for BRITISH manufactures ſold in 


** PERSIA; in conſequence whereof from 1741 to 1745, were ſent 
<« 170,000 1. value into PERSIA. 


« In 1743, JOHN ELTON, one of our factors in PERSIA, 


engaged him- 


<< the RUSSIANS, and at length occaſioned a decree of the Russi AN court, 
e publiſhed in 1746, prohibiting this trade. The cruelties of NAD1R 
< SHAH had involved his people in ſuch extreme miſery, that hardly the 
« moſt trivial ſales could be made by the BRITISH factors in the north 
** of PERSIA from 1744 to 1747: in June 1747 NADIR ſuffered a 


cc violent 
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« violent death; his nephew Alt then mounted the throne, and trade 
te inſtantly began to revive; but in January following, Aue R ASLAN 
© KHAN, a Couſin of NADIR, revolting from ALI, ſent a body of his 
ce forces and pillaged the BRITISH factors in RESHD to the value of 
© 80,0001. ALI ſoon defeated thoſe rebels, and declared his intentions 
« to do us juſtice; but his brother 1BRaniM MYRZA alſo revolting, ALI 
ce was taken priſoner and blinded. 


« You muſt obſerve, that the ſovereigns of xvss 1A having been maſ- 
« ters of GHILAN from 1722 to 1731, are ſtill conſidered with a re- 
ce ſpectful regard, and the perſons and houſes of their miniſters are uſu- 
4 ally ſacred to the inhabitants of that province. The good underſtand- 
te ing between GREAT BRITAIN and RUSSIA, and the repeated Pro- 
ce miſes of protection received from the Russ IAN court, inclined our 
ee merchants at home and their factors in PERSIA to expect not only pro- 
ce tection and juſtice, but kindneſs and friendſhip from the Russ reſi- 
« dent and ſubjects in PERSIA. But the contrary happened; for I am 
« well aſſured that ſeveral ſubjects of that empire were actually partners 
ce in the plunder, if receiving the ſtolen goods can make them ſuch. 


« AMUR ASLAN KHAN having thus rebelled againſt AlL 1, this robbery 
might, in reſpe& to the declared ſubjects of that prince, be deemed 
an hoſtile plunder only; but his taking the effects of ſtrangers, who in 
« confidence of the laws of hoſpitality came into PERSIA to trade, and 
ce neither provoked nor reſiſted, nor any ways oppoſed the invaders, makes 
e this capture an abſolute robbery; conſequently the goods ought in juſ- 
« tice to be conſidered as ſtolen, and thoſe who bought them as buying 
« ſtolen goods. To buy ſuch goods with a view to profit by the diſtreſs 
« of him who is robbed, is certainly againſt all laws human and divine; 
te and contrary to the friendſhip and alliance of the prince whole ſubjects - 
« are robbed, and of him whoſe ſubjects buy ſuch ſtolen goods. 


« The paſſions of men in all countries betray them often into unwar- | 
<« rantable exceſſes; but the civilized part of mankind have generally 
© ſuch impretiions of moral duties, as ſeldom to violate their conſcience 


" without giving ſome marks of compunction. The Russ 1A reſident 
cc 
was 
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2 


Part I. 


« was ſo far afraid or aſhamed, as to diſown he had bought any of the 
ce goods; as did the other ſubjects of RussIA ; but a great part of thoſe 
* goods I am aſſured were ſeen in their poſſeſſion, and particularly in 
cc the reſident's houſe: and when the factor Mr. van MItRoe, offered 


de the RUSSIANS payment of the value they had given for theſe — 
they {till alledged that they had not purchaſed any ſuch. 


« The impreſſions which the honeſt part of the pERSIANS received 


from the violation of juſtice in taking theſe effects, appears by the con- 
cc duct of AGA MIR CASBINI, and his partner HAHDGEE MEHTIE. 


« Theſe men had made a profit of 400 crowns, on a purchaſe of ſome 
<« plundered cloth: the nanpGEer declared againſt ſuch gain, as contrary 


to reaſon and religion, and gave notice thereof to our factors, who in 


ce conſideration of the great riſk in tranſporting the goods to the place 


© where they had been fold, divided the profits with him. 


ce In what manner the ſpirit of chriſtianity inſpires the true profeſſors 
ce thereof with the love of juſtice and humanity, beyond the doctrine of 
« MAHOMMED, 1s very evident to real CHRISTIANS who have lived a- 


ce mongſt MAHOMMEDANS: but neither the CHRISTIAN reſident nor the 


£ CHRISTIAN merchants, in this inſtance acted in the ſame manner as 
© HAHDGEE MEHTI. Poa 


Vou know, Sir, I was plundered at ASTRABAD in a rebellion againſt 
* NADIR SHAH in 1744. The rebels carried the farce ſo far as to give 
t me an obligation for the amount of the goods taken, promiſing pay- 
e ment thereof; which plainly ſhewed they did not think they had any 


* right to ſeize the goods of a ſtranger, becauſe they rebelled againſt 


* their ſovereign; how much leſs can the purchaſe of the goods in queſ- 
a tion be warranted as legal? 


« The: Russ 1 AN Court has ſeized PERSIAN effects in Russ 14 to in- 
* demnify xussIAN merchants who loſt effects by plunder in PERS1A. 
J am perſuaded therefore that this court would not acquieſce in the 
* conduct of her reſident towards us. But the queſl ion is, if theſe in- 


juries done us by the reſident and his people, were proved in a proper 


«© manner, 
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« manner, which will require ſome ſkill and expence, for the Russ 1- 
« ans, who are the proper and legal evidences, are accomplices, whe- 
te ther it would avail to obtain reſtitution ? perhaps the reſident might be 
te puniſhed in a pecuniary way, without any benefit to us. Inquiſitions 
concerning great illegal gains are things very much out of faſhion, e- 
e yen in limited monarchies, and where laws are ſaid to be revered, and 


© the execution of them conſidered as bulwarks of property; I am a- 


« fraid you find it ſo. But you will pleaſe to obſerve, that I am told 
e alſo the purchace of the goods 1 in queſtion, and retaining them, not- 
« withſtanding the value paid was offered to be returned, is a warrant- 


« able act, and that men have a right to make their fortune by ſuch 


e means, when ſuch a happy occaſion offers. If thoſe who might be 
cc appointed our advocates in this affair ſhould happen to be of this opi- 


« nion, a complaint would be over- ballanced by a vexatious proſecution 
<« to no purpoſe; but you are at liberty to take what meaſures you pleaſe. 
ce J am ſorry that it is not in my power to give you any relief; if it was, 


I know my own opinion as well as inclination, and am very much, 
c SIR, yours, &c.“ 


CH a 3 at 


— 


SHAHROKH prevarls over IBRAHIM. The king writes to SHAHROKH SHAH, 
Diſtractions in PERSIA, Ad of parhament to encourage the growth of 


ilk in our AMERICAN plantations. A large ſupply of this commodity 
propoſed from CHINA. AC for repealing the duties upon CHINA raw filk. 


b ee all the BRITISH factors except one had left GL Ax, the 


CASPIAN traders did not abandon all hopes of the recovery of their 


loſs. The rebel AMUR ASLAN KHAN, the author of the unhappy plunder of 
our factory, was ſoon after ſeized by 1BR AH1M, on the weſtern coaſt of the 
CASPIAN, and put to death. In the mean time $HAHROKH was choſen 


king at MESCHED, and ſupported by a very powerful party. This news 


carried IBRAHIM back, but his fortune was ſoon reverſed by the deſer- 


tion of his army, and his total defeat. Whether sHAnROKH was of the 
Vor. II. O blood 
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blood royal is very hard to determine ; however he was received as ſuch, 
and bid fair to eſtabliſh himſelf on the throne of PERSIA; therefore the 
CASPIAN: traders thought proper again to petition the king for his letter, 
and his-majeſty was pleaſed, for the fourth time, to comply with their 
requeſt, being about the month of January 17 50; but as this letter, the 


change of name excepted, is almoſt verbatim what was wrote to ADIL 
SHAH, the reader will excuſe my inſerting it. 


That no means ſhould be left untried to obtain a recovery of the loſs 
which the cAsPIAN traders had ſuſtained in PERSIA, the ENGLISH fac- 


tors in St. PETERSBURG, on the behalf of their principals, united in ſend- 


ing a perſon of reputation, with orders to act in concert with Mr. RI- 
CHARD WILDER In PERSIA, intending to reconcile certain difficulties 


which had ariſen among the adventurers, and apprehending that by gra- 


tifying both parties, there might be a coalition of intereſt; and that this 
would be the beſt means of preſerving that unanimity, without which a 
ſolicitation for the recovery would be attended with inſuperable difficul- 


ties, ſhould the PERSIANs diſcover any animoſities, or even jealouſies a- 


mongſt the ſufferers. With regard to their reſpective loſſes they had 


now but one common intereſt: but here again we had proof of the great 
want of regulations, and what perplexities commercial affairs in Aas1A 


are ſubject to, if left free and open; or with the appearance of a body 


corporate, without the ſubſtance of it, 


Laws amongſt CHRISTIANS in EUROPE, as I have already obſerved, 


differ extremely from ManomMEDAN governments, and the frequent vi- 
olations of juſtice in practice amongſt the latter, renders a more than com- 


mon vigilance neceſſary to the good conduct of trade. In EuRO HE every 
man has a right of claim according to the laws of the country he is in, 
ſuch regard being had at the ſame time to private agreements, or the autho- 
rity of the conſul of his own nation, as has been found productive of 
the general good of the whole factory or community: but in As 1A there 
muſt be ſome regulations independent of the national government, or a- 
nimoſity and confuſion inevitably enſue; ſo at leaſt we found it in the 
CASPIAN trade. 

To 
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To wave this ungrateful part of our ſtory, I muſt obſerve that the 
ſucceſs. the merchants had at asTRABAD, the remembrance of the pro- 
miſe of ADIL SHAH, the aſſurance that PpRRS1A abounded in money, 
| likewiſe that sHAHROKH was eſtabliſhed in the government, inclined 
the factors and merchants to attempt a recovery at the riſk of ſome ex- 
pence; the antient laws of PERSIA alſo favoured this deſign: however 
Mr. CHAMBERLIN, who was charged with the king's letter laſt mention» 
ed, found it unneceſſary to proceed any farther than Russ 1A, PERSIA 
being ſtill torn with inteſtine commotions : but nothing has been yet done, 
and it may be preſumed that a great part of the INDIAN treaſure is either 
carried out of PERSIA, or diflipated in ſuch a manner as to leave no 
hopes of accompliſhing any recovery. 


Theſe diſtractions having continued already for five years: the culti- 
vation of raw filk in PERSIA has been alſo much neglected *, Many o- 
ther reaſons concurred to raiſe the price of filk, to the prejudice of this 
nation. Under theſe circumſtances the BRITISH parliament was induced 
w try if our own plantations could produce this valuable commodity, and 


accordingly an act was paſſed as follows, in the 23d year of his ma- 
jeſty's reign, being 1750. 


An act for encouraging the culture of raw filk in his majeſty's colonies 
< or plantations in AMERICA, 


2 


HEREAS it will greatly tend to the increaſe and improvement of 

the ſilk manufactures of this kingdom, to encourage the growth and 
“culture of ſilk in his majeſty's dominions in america; may it therefore pleaſe 
your majeſty, that it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the king's moſt ex- 
“ cellent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
temporal, and commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the autho- 
« rity of the ſame, that from and after the 24th of June 1750, it ſhall and may be 
„ lawful to import any raw ſilks of the growth and culture of any of his majeſ- 
e ty's colonies or plantations in AMERICA, directly from thence into the port of 


* LONDON, Without paying any ſubſidy. cuſtom, impoſition, or other duty what - 


4. 


The ARMENIANS and RUSSIANS have for ſome years paſt imported hardly a tenth pot of the 
uſual quantity, 
| O 2 60 Sn 
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ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A LARGE Part I. 


ce ſoever for the ſame; ſo as a due entry be firſt made thereof in the cuſtom-houſe, 
eat the time of importation, and in the fame manner and form (expreſſing the 
ce package, marks, and numbers, together with the quantities and qualities of the 
& reſpective goods) as was uſed and practiſed before the making of this act; and 
« ſo as the ſame be landed in the preſence of, and examined by the proper offi- 
ce cer or officers of the cuſtoms appointed for that purpoſe; and ſo as the ſame be 
0 imported in ſhips or veſſels, that may lawfully trade to his majeſty's plantati- 
ce ons, manned as by law is required; and on failure of the ſaid conditions or di- 


108 


“ rections herein laſt- mentioned, ſuch ſilks ſhall be liable to the payment of the 


« reſpective duties, as if this act had never been made. 


« Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
& in order to intitle the importer and importers of raw ſilk, to the exemption in- 
ce tended by this act, every merchant or other perſon or perſons whatſoever, who 
ce ſhall, after the 24th of June 1750, load any raw ſilk on board any ſhip or 
ce veſſel, in any of the BRITISH colonies or plantations in AMERICA, ſhall, before 
ce the clearing out of the ſaid ſhip or veſſel from thence, make proof, on oath, be- 
ce fore the collector and comptroller of the cuſtoms, and naval officer, at the port 
<« or place where ſuch raw ſilk ſhall be put on board, or any two of them, that 
&« the raw (ilk, which he, ſhe, or they hath or have ſhipped on board the ſaid 


4 ſhip or veſſel (expreſſing the quantity thereof) is bona fide of the growth and 


e culture of ſome or one of the BRITISH colonies or plantations in AMERICA, ex- 
« preſſing the pariſh or place in ſuch plantation where the ſame was cultivated 
ee and produced, and by whom, producing ſuch perſon's oath thereto made be- 


fore the governor of ſuch iſland or province, or before the next juſtice of the 


e peace (which oath the ſaid governor or juſtice of the peace, collector and comp- 
<« troller of the cuſtoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, are hereby re- 
e quired and impowered to adminiſter without fee or reward) and the maſter, 
„ commander, or other perſon, taking charge of the ſhip or veſſel, on board 
« which ſuch raw ſilk ſhall be loaded, ſhall alſo bring with him a certificate or 
certificates from ſuch collector and comptroller of the cuſtoms, and naval offi- 
<« cer, or any two of them, as aforeſaid, under their hands and ſeals of office 
« (which certificate or certificates, ſuch collector and comptroller of the cuſtoms, 


and naval officer, are hereby required and directed to grant without fee or re- 


« ward) expreſſing the marks, number, tale, and weight of the raw ſilk, in each 
<« bale, parcel, or other package whatſoever, ſo ſhipped or loaded on board ſuch 


„ ſhip or veſſel, with the names, place or places of abode of the exporter or ex- 


e porters thereof, from the ſaid BRITISH colonies or plantations in AMERICA; and 
4 | | (t the 


Chap. XX. SUPPLY OF SILK IN GREAT BRITAIN. 109 


« the name or names, place or places of abode of ſuch other perſon or perſons, 
« who ſhall have ſworn the goods therein mentioned to have been of the growth 
% and culture of the ſaid BRITISH colonies or plantations in aMeRica; and the 
e name or names of the perſon or perſons to whom the ſame are conſigned in the 
port of LoNDON 3 which certificate or certificates, the ſaid maſter, commander, 
C or other perſon taking charge of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, ſhall, on his arrival in the 
« ſaid port of LoNDON, deliver to the collector, comptroller, or other chief of- 
«<« ficer of his majeſty's cuſtoms at the ſaid port, at or before the entry of the ſaid 
ce raw ſilk; and at the ſame time ſhall make oath before any one. of. them the 
« ſaid collector, comptroller, or chief officer of his majeſty's cuſtoms (who are 
<« hereby required and impowered to adminiſter the ſame without fee or reward) 
that the ſaid bales and parcels, and goods contained in ſuch certificate, are the 
«© {ame bales and parcels, and goods, as were taken on board in the ſaid BRITISH 
e colonies or plantations in AMERICA; and if any raw ſilk of the growth and 
e culture of the BRITISH colonies or plantations in AMERICA, ſhall, after the ſaid 
« 24th day of June 1750, be imported as herein before mentioned, without ſuch 
« certificate ſigned and delivered as herein before required, and oath made as 
« before directed, by the maſter, commander, or other perſon taking charge of 
« the ſhip or veſſel in which the ſame is imported; all ſuch raw ſilks ſhall be li- 
„able to the payment of the reſpective duties, as if this act had never been 
6 made; any thing herein before contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


« And be it further enacted by the e aforeſaid, that if any perſon or 

e perſons ſhall, from and after the ſaid 24th day of June 1750, make, or cauſe 
c to be made, an entry or entries of any foreign raw ſilk under the name or 
« deſcription . of raw ſilk of the growth or culture of any of the BRTrIsH colo- 
% nies or plantations. in AMERICA, or ſhall mix, or cauſe to be mixed, any to- 
« reign raw filk with raw filk of the growth or culture of the BRITISH co- 
« Jonies or plantations in aMERICA, with intent to evade the payment of the 
duties payable on foreign raw ſilk, every perſon or perſons ſo making, or 
cauſing to be made, ſuch entry or entries, or mixing, or cauſing ſuch mix- 

ture or mixtures to be made, ſhall forfeit and loſe the ſum of fifty pounds 

for every ſuch offence, . and all ſuch foreign raw filk; and in caſe of any mix- 
ce ture, the quantity ſo mixed, both of foreian- and BRITISH plantation culture 
% or growth, or the value thereof, together with the bales or other packages 
< containing the ſame, ſhall be forfeited, and ſhall and may be ſeized and proſe- 
e cuted, or the value thereof be ſued for by any officer or officers of his moe” 


* ty's cuſtoms; one moiety of which penalties and forfeitures ſhall be to the uſe 
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of his majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, and the other moiety to him or them 


of record at WESTMINSTER. 


raw filk in our AMERICAN colonies. 


very extraardinary improvements. 


Part I. 


<« that ſhall ſeize, proſecute, or ſue for the ſame, in any * his majeſty's courts 


- vY 


6 Provided always, that if any doubt or Kfoute ſhall kr" whether the ſaid 


ce raw filk, or any part thereof, ſo to be imported as aforeſaid, is of the growth 


tc or culture of the BRITISH colonies or plantations in AMERICA, or of foreign 


& growth or culture, the onus probandi ſhall lie on the owner or claimer thereof, 
ee and not on the informer or proſecutor; any law, cuſtom, ar uſage to the con- 


ce trary notwithſtanding. 


« And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if any action or 


e ſuit ſhall be commenced againſt any perſon or perſons for any thing done in 
* purſuance of this act, the defendant or defendants, in ſuch action or ſuit, may 


&« plead the general iſſue, and give this act and the ſpecial matter in evidence at 
< any trial to be had thereupon, and that the ſame was done in purſuance and by 


* authority of this act: and if it ſhall appear ſo to have been done, then the ju- 
ry ſhall find for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff ſhall be non- 


ec ſuited, or diſcontinue his action, after the defendant or defendants ſhall have 
<« appeared, or if judgement ſhall be given upon any verdict or demurrer againſt 
ce the plaintiff, the defendant or defendants ſhall and may recover treble coſts, 
< and have the like remedy for the fame, as defendants have in other caſes by 
. Jaw” 


Such was the encouragement given by the legiſlature, to the culture of 
An ample ſupply of this com- 
modity however can be brought only from as1a, unleſs we make ſome 
EvRoPe during the laſt war did not 
produce the uſual quantity, nor has the price of ſome particular kinds 
declined fince that time: for I apprehend the conſumption of this article 
rather encreaſes than diminiſhes. The EAST INDIA company therefore hav- 
ing, I preſume, previouſly taken their meaſures, applied to parliament for 
an alteration of the duty of h filk, the obtaining of which affords an 
encouragement to the importation of it *; and no doubt we ſhall have a 


ſufficient quantity. The act in favour of it in 1750 is as follows. 


* In 1752 we fine accordingly a large ſupply of enixA raw filk arrived. 
« An 
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te An act for repealing the duties payable upon NA raw filk, and for 
ce granting other duties in lieu thereof. 


0 W HERE As the duties now payable upon raw ſilk imported from HN 
are a great diſcouragement to the importation thereof: and whereas a 
cc a conſtant and plentiful ſupply of that valuable commodity to be manufactured 


in this kingdom, will be a publick benefit, and greatly contribute to the in- 
« creaſe and improvement of the ilk manufactures: therefore we, your majeſty's 


ce moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the commons of EAT BRITAIN, being deſirous 


<« to promote and encourage the manufactures of this kingdom, do moſt humbly 
ee beſeech your majeſty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king's | 
ec moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritu- 
al and temporal, and commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by 
<« the authority of the ſame, that from and after the 24th of June 1750, the 
<« ſeveral rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, now payable upon the impor- 
e tation of raw (ilk of the growth or produce of HNA, by virtue of ſeveral acts 


e of parliament now in force, ſhall ceaſe, determine, and be no longer paid. 


« And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that from and after the 
« ſaid 24th of June, all raw ſilk imported from INA into this kingdom by the 
e united company of merchants of xnNcLAnD trading to the EAST INDIES, or by 


ce any licence from the ſaid company, ſhall, in lieu of the ſaid rates, duties, ſub- 


« ſidies, and impoſitions, by this act repealed, as aforeſaid, be charged with, and 
e pay the ſame rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, as are now charged up- 
eon, and payable for, raw ſilk of the growth or produce of 1TaLY ; which faid 
rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, by this act granted, ſhall be paid by 
ce the ſaid united EAST INDIA company, at the ſame times, and in the ſame man- 
ner, as the ſeveral rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, by this act repeal 


6 * ed, as aforeſaid, have been paid. 


« And be it further enacted by * authority aforeſaid, that the ſeveral rates, 


duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, by this act granted, ſhall be raiſed, levied, 
collected, paid and applied, in ſuch manner, and for the ſame purpoſes, as the 


* {aid ſeveral rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions, by this act repealed, as 


« aforeſaid, are now reſpectively raiſed, levied, collected, paid, and applied; and 
* all the proviſions of or in any act or law now in force for raiſing, levying, col- 


*© leCting, Paying, and applying the rates, duties, ſubſidies, and impoſitions here- 
cc by 


— 


— - — — o — — EE ——— — " — - - * 1 
8 * . — | 
2M * - as 4 V ' | M J . 
3 oe te —__ K E — * | 
- L x , 2 1 11 * « 8 * 89 — — — 
* — —— . a n ut —— K 1 Y F. — 7 2 * 8 —— a th C — * S #4 
- fr ” 4 —_—— — | & Þ - ry 1 _— . k — = N 
ET — , * P * | 7 I — 22 
a - > =Y 2 . 2 — 1 — . 7; 4 — Ks X 2 * - — 2 
A Sz + * — p ls 4 7 - * r YT 2 . 10 »— Ss: * 
. 10 | - 4 IF — 1 
— — a p - l N - 0 L — ; l - 
bon 8 * ws . py * 1 5 7 — \ — . 9 
5 a — me FI — " a * ka 9 x 4 "0 | 
J * 93 44 LOST of 2 . 1 . | —_ — 
— „„ 7 — ., Im. 
2 3 o * 
F Ke ——- | * t — | 
of. i f * 2 5 N 
D ' « | 1 — 
— Lond Ro . — _ p 
PP i q 4 | a * 
ee ® e rn 


=> _. 
N 8 
hos — 


- 
1 
—_— 
= 


l 
: | | 
- 
: ' 
1 ' 
11 + 
= - 
: ; 
\ 1 
' , q , 
: 
1 
nn 
(] ö 1 
7 | : 
| : : 
14 1149 
= 
: » 
, -\ G 
/ G 
. * . 
N . 
* : 
* 
, ; 
: : 
| — 
3 
| * ; : 
} [ T . 
g : 1 
* 3 
- + : 
: | 
\ ba : 
on , 
/ | 114 | 
„ 
' A: 3 
1 
| . 
* . 
; : | 
% 
y - F » 
- 8 
on £ 1 
7 Ch ' 
ph þ 
: J N 
. 1 * 
* . 
N ; ; 
N . 
| . 
7 1 
| 4 4 
' * 
1 
; [ 
5 | 
Ix 
bt! 7 
» 8 
i : 
'4 
k V 
. 
$ : : 
Y * : 
= F / 
d : 1 
. | 
*+ |. 
, . 
: „ 0 : : 
þ IL 
4 
* 4 
. l 
' 
: , . 
© — 
, , 
" + 
* 
* 4 
: 
" T j 
— 
1 ; 8 
* 
© 0 , 
| 
S 
#; 


* 
— 


1 
v1 
1 = 

, 

* 
14 
* 
* 
C7 
: 2 
. 
28 
=”. 
4 
* 
W 
i 4 


& I 
S oo ions 
. . — 


8 , 
„ 6 4 N 
- * - 
Xx, a 
— 
. * — 


. — 
9 0 « * «2 
+% my” * ay ? ”- + * 


- . 
REIN * - 
—— „ — — — — 


— — 
i" ed. TC. 


” of of - 
„ „„ 


- = - ©w 
—— — 

ts 4 — 2 

eo 1 * , *#* © 
x —I 3s WEI 

- En rn a6 Sd red „ „„ «M4 
o ” 

— . - . 


D 


— 


+ 


uit. aki 
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<« by repealed, as aforeſaid, ſhall be in full force, and ſhall be put in execution 
- & for raiſing, levying, collecting, paying, and applying the rates, duties, ſubſi- 


« dies, and impoſitions, by this act granted, as fully and effectually, to all in- 
« tents and purpoſes, as if zhe ſaid proviſions were particularly repeated and re- 
” enatted 1 in the body of this preſent act. 


C And be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforeſaid, that all raw 
« ſilk of the growth or produce of , imported after the ſaid 24th of June, 
« ſhall, upon the exportation thereof from this kingdom, be intitled to and re- 


« ceive the ſame drawbacks and allowances only, as are now by law directed to 
© be paid upon the exportation of raw ſilk of the grown or produce of ITALY; 


ce any law or uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 


. 


Petition of the RUSSIA company to the parhament concerning PERSIAN ilk to 
be purchaſed in xuss1IA. AF obtained in conſequence of this petition. 
Remarks on this act. Reflections on induſtry and labour, and the perni- 


cious conſequences of zdleneſs. The fatal cataſtrophe of JohN EL LTON, 
which finiſhes the hiſtory of the CASPLAN trade. 


HE Russi company finding themſelves thus excluded a branch 

of trade, from which they had expected many private as well as 
national benefits, applied their thoughts how beſt to repair this injury: 
the molt natural expedient was to obtain a liberty to buy the fame com- 
modity in RUSSIA, which they could not any longer provide in the north 


of PERSIA, at leaſt not to tranſport it through russIA : they might in- 


deed purchaſe filk in Russ1A to tranſport to other countries, but an act 
of parliament was neceſſary for the importation of it into ENGLAND. 
Hitherto I have conſidered that part of the Russia company which tra- 
ded to GHILAN, under the name of casPlan traders; little now re- 
mains of that commerce but a name: I will not however preſume to al- 
ter the title which theſe merchants gave themſelves in the petition which 
they now made to the parliament, for the purpoſe abovementioned. 


The 


Chip. XXI. IMPORT PERSIAN SILK BOUGHT IN RUSSIA, 113 


The petition of the merchants of LonDoN trading through Russ1A 


ce into PERSIA. 
cc Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioners did in the year 1741 obtain an a& of 
parliament, to enable them to import PERSIAN raw ſilk by the 
« way of RUSSIA from PERSIA, if purchaſed there with the produce of 
« BRITISH woollens, and other manufactures. Your petitioners having, 
« in conſequence of the ſaid act, ſent into PERSIA about 200,000 |. value 

c in BRITISH manufactures, and received part of their returns in PERSIAN 
<« raw filk, are now prevented by the many revolutions and fatalities which 
te have happened in PERSIA ſince the commencement of this trade. O- 
ce ther accidents alſo have intervened to obſtruct the deſign as at firſt - 

"as propoſed, his majeſty not having any miniſter at the court of PERSIA, 
cc to protect our factors, his majeſty's ſubjects, and our effects in that 
« country, which gives the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS very great advan- 
te tage over us your petitioners. 
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& And as the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS do bring large quantities of 
ce PERSIAN raw ilk yearly into Russ 1A, which cannot be purchaſed by 
ce your petitioners to be ſent into GREAT BRITAIN, the preſent act re- 
e ſtraining all imports of PERSIAN commodities but ſuch as are in re- 
ce turn of goods actually fold in PERSIA; the raw filk in queſtion is there- 
<« fore carried to HOLLAND by the ARMENIANS, and woollen goods taken 
« of the UNITED PROVINCES in return. 


<« Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that in order not to loſe ſo 
ec valuable a branch of trade, as that of importing raw filk, a commo- 
« dity at this time ſo much wanted, that a clauſe may be annexed to the 
<« bill now depending, relating to the importation of cyina raw filk, 
ce to permit your petitioners to import PERSIAN raw filk from Russ1a, 
“ ſubject to the ſame reſtrictions as they have done from PERSIA Ny the 
Way of RUSSIA, 


ce And your petitioners, &c.“ 
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In conſequence of this application the following ſeparate act! was ob- 
tained, from which ſome happy effects may be felt as ſoon as the PER 


SIANS are in any capacity to ſend a ſupply of filk into RussIA : and this 


will probably be the caſe whenever PERSIA ſhall be reſtored to a ſtate of 
tranquility, 


te An act for permitting raw filk of the growth of PERSIA, purchaſed in 
« RUSSIA, to be imported into this kingdom from any port or place 
80 belonging to RUSSIA, 


W HERE As by an act made in the fourteenth year of his preſent majeſ. 
ty's reign (intituled, an act for opening a trade to and from prRSI14 
<« through Russ A) it is (amongſt other things) enacted, that from and after the 
« 24th day of June 1741, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any perſon or 
<« perſons, free, or to be free, of the fellowſhip of zxNcLIsH merchants for diſcovery 
<« of new trades, commonly called the Russia company, excluſive of all others, to 
<« bring and import into this kingdom, in BRTrIsRH built ſhipping, navigated ac- 
<« cording to law, from any port or place of or belonging to the czar or emperor 
of RUSSIA, raw ſilk, or any other goods or commodities of the growth, pro- 
e duce or manufacture of PpERSIA (provided ſuch manufacture be made of the 


* growth or produce of PERSIA) being purchaſed by barter with woollen, or o- 


40 os manufactures, goods or e e exported from GREAT BRITAIN to 


_ * Rvss14A, and from thence carried into PERSIA (gold and ſilver in coin or bullion 


« excepted) or with the produce ariſing from the ſales of ſuch manufaftures, 
goods, or commodities, ſo exported to RUSSIA, and carried into PERSIA, as 
e aforeſaid, and not otherwiſe: and it is by the ſaid act alſo further enacted, that 
* no ſilk, or other produce, commodities, or manufactures of PERSIA, ſhall be 
imported into GREAT BRITAIN through rusSIaA, by virtue of the ſaid act, un- 
« leſs the importer or importers thereof do take an oath, or (being of the people 
© called QUAKERS) a ſolemn affirmation, before the collector, cuſtomer, or comp- 


4 troller of his majeſty's cuſtoms (who are by the ſaid act impowered to adminiſter 


e the ſame) at the port or place of importation, that, to the beſt of his or their 
&* knowledge and belief, the ſilk, and other the produce, commodities, or manu- 


“ factures of pERSIa, contained in his or their entry or entries, was or were really 


and truly purchaſed by barter with woollen, or other manufactures, goods, or 


* commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, and from thence car- 


In 1750, 23d year of his majeſty's reign. 4 
* Ie 
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<« ried into PERSIA (not being gold or ſilver in coin or bullion) or with the produce 
« ariſing from the ſales of ſuch woollen, or other manufactures, goods, or com- 
« modities, ſo exported as aforeſaid, and not otherwiſe; and that in default of tak- 
* ing ſuch oath or affirmation, all ſuch filk, or other the produce, commodities, 
ce or manufactures of pERSIA, fo imported from Russ 14, ſhall be liable to be ſeiz- 


ce ed and forfeited, in like manner, as if the ſame had been imported contrary to 


tc the act made in the twelfth year of the reign of king cHARLESs the ſecond, inti- 
ce tuled, an act for encouraging and encreaſing of ſhipping and navigation: and 


ec whereas, ſoon after the commencement of the ſaid act made in the fourteenth 


« year of his preſent majeſty's reign, a very beneficial trade between EAT BRI- 
% TAIN and PERSIA, through RusSIa, was opened, by means whereof great quan- 


< tities of raw ſilk, and other the goods and commodities, of the growth, pro- 


e duce, or manufacture of pERSIA, were imported into this kingdom, in return 
& for the woollen and other manufactures, goods, and commodities of GREAT 
<« BRITAIN, upon much eaſier and more advantageous terms than ſuch ſilk, and 

<« other goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or manufacture of prg- 
sI could have been otherwiſe procured : but whereas the ſaid trade between 
| © GREAT BRITAIN and PERSIA, through rusSTa, hath been, for ſome time paſt, 

< interrupted, the ſubjects of cREAT BRITAIN not having been of late permitted 
ce to tranſport BRITISH manufactures, goods, and commodities into PERSIA, 


ce through the dominions or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russ A, 
ein conſequence whereof the importation of raw ſilk, and other commodities of 


<« the growth, produce, or manufacture of PERSIA, from RUsSIA, hath been diſ- 
continued: and whereas it would be of great advantage to the trade of this 


kingdom in general, as well as contribute to the increaſe and improvement of 


e the ſilk manufactures in particular, if raw filk of the growth or produce of 
< PERSIA, purchaſed in RUSSIA, were permitted to be imported from any of the 
. countries, dominions, or territories of the empire of russ1a, in return for 
e woollen and other manufactures exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, al- 
e though the ſame be not carried from thence into pERS1IA; may it therefore pleaſe 
* your majeſty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king's moſt ex- 
„ cellent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and 
<« temporal, and commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
e thority of the ſame, that from and after the 24th day of December 1750, it 
<« ſhall and may be lawful to and for any perſon or perſons, irce or to be free, of 
< the ſaid fellowſhip of EN OLISsEH merchants for diſcovery of new trades, common- 
< ly called, the Russ 1à company, excluſive of all others, to bring and import in- 
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ce to this kingdom, in BRITISH built ſhipping, navigated according. to law, from 

de any port or place within the countries, territories, or dominions of or belong- 
ing to the empire of Russ1a, raw (ilk of the growth or produce of pzrsa, 
« whica ſhall be purchaſed by barter with woollen or other manufactures, goods, 
e or commodities exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, although the ſame 
te be not carried from thence into PERSIA, (gold and ſilver in coin or bullion ex- 
ce cepted) or with the produce ariſing from the ſale of ſuch manufactures, goods, 
« or commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA as aforeſaid, and not 
c otherwiſe, upon paying, or ſecuring to be paid, the cuſtoms and other duties 
« now payable for the ſame, by any law now in force, according to ſuch rules, 


ec methods, and directions, and in the ſame manner and form, and with ſuch al- 


« lowances, abatements, diſcounts, and drawbacks, and under ſuch penalties, 
ce forfeitures, and diſabilities, as are by law preſcribed and practiſed, on the im- 


« portation of raw {ilk of the growth or produce of PERSIA, imported into this 


« kingdom from any port or place in the LEvanT ſeas, by any perſon or perſons 
« free of the LEVANT Or TURKEY company; any thing in the ſaid act made in the 
« fourteenth year of his preſent majeſty's reign, or in the ſaid act made in the 
« twelfth year of the reign of king HARLESs the ſecond, intituled, an act for en- 
« couraging and increaſing of ppg and navigation, to the contrary notwith- 


10 + ſtanding. 


« Provided always, and be it 6 enacted, that no ſilk, of the 5 or 
2 produce of PERSIA, ſhall be imported into GREAT BRITAIN, from any of the 


* countries, dominions, or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russ1a, 


« by virtue of this act, unleſs the importer or importers thereof do make oath, 
<« before the collector, cuſtomer, or comptroller of his majeſty's cuſtoms, (who are 
% hereby impowered and required to adminiſter ſuch oath) at the port or place of 
* importation, that to the beſt of his or their knowledge and belief, the ſilk con- 
« tained in his or their entry or entries was really and truly purchaſed by barter 
« with woollen or other manufactures, goods, or commodities, exported from 
% GREAT ERITAIN tO RUSSIA, (not being gold or ſilver in coin or bullion) or with 


e the produce ariſing from the ſale of hack woollen, or other manufactures, goods, 


« or commodities, fo exported as aforeſaid, and not otherwiſe; and in default of 
« making ſuch oath, all ſuch ſilk fo imported from any of the countries, _ 
&« nions, or territories of or belonging to the empire of rvuss1a, ſhall be liable t 

„be ſeized and forfeited, in like manner as if the ſame had been imported con- 


e trary to the ſaid act, made in the twelfth year of the reign of King CHARLES 
« the 


Chap. XXI. IMPORT PERSIAN SILK BOUGHT IN RUSSIA. 117 


« the ſecond, intituled, an act for encouraging and increaſing of ſhipping and 


© navigation. 


Provided alſo, that nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 
« extend, to deprive the corporation of the united company of merchants of 


„ ENGLAND trading to the EAST INDIES, of any of the powers, privileges, fran- 
« chiſes, and benefits which do or ſhall belong to them, or which they could or 
c might have had and enjoyed in any manner whatſoever, if this act had not been 
* made; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


& And be it further enacted, that this act ſhall be deemed a publick a&, and 


ce ſhall be judicially taken notice of as ſuch by all judges, Juſtices, and other 


e perſons whatſoever, without ſpecially pleading the ſame.” 


I preſume it is meant by this act to reſtrain all purchaſes of fk IN RUS» 


SIA to the produce of PERSIA only, for the words of the act allow no 
more: but filk of the growth of GREECE is ſometimes brought through 


VALACHIA into the UKRAINE, and from thence tranſported to St. PETERS“ 
BURG, but the quality does not anſwer. It may be neceſſary to [obſerve 
that this act has been explained to. mean filk purchaſed with the produce 


of BRITISH ' manufactures at large; for in barter, or with the identical 


money received for ſuch goods, it is hardly poſfible. This act will very 


much favour the ARMENIANS, for beſides the encouragement they had 


to bring ſilk from .ÞERSIA into RUSSIA, either to tranſport into HOLLAND 


for their own account, or to ſell it in RUss1A : they may now diſpoſe of 


it alſo in ENGLAND, and by being naturalized, may alſo import ſuch filk 
into this kingdom for their own account, as one of them has already done. 
The advantages this bill is calculated to produce are many, for whoever 


receives the profit of the firſt ſale, the more there 1 is brought to market 


the cheaper it muſt be to us. 


The benefits of the ſilk manufictory WY ever appear conſiderable 
even upon the moſt ſuperficial view, when it is conſidered that a pound 


of 16 ounces of the plaineſt manufactured filk is commonly worth 35 


or 40 ſhillings, and that rich filks increaſe in proportion to the greater 
labour which is beſtowed on them. The great pound of 24 ounces, 


n 21 ſhillings; the ſmall pound is 14 ſhillings ; let us now ſee what 
profit 
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profit ariſes from it, and how much it increaſes in value, as it paſſes through 
the hands of the ſeveral workmen; and here the charge only of throw- 
ing the ſmall pound is 5 s, dying, gran colours included, on a medium 
is 2s, and winding, weaving, &c. 108. ſo that allowing 1 s. for the dy- 
ing materials, the nation gains 16s, at leaſt on every pound of filk manu- 
fadured here and exported abroad, and in ſome articles much more. 
To inſtance only in one particular, a pair of filk gauze ſtockings weighs 
about 2 + ounces of filk, which computed as above, is 2 s. 2d. and 20 
per cent. breakage, and other contingencies on the filk is leſs than 3 8. 
and yet the ſtockings ſell for 9, 10, or 12 s. Thus this beneficial branch 
of commerce gives a ſubliſtance to the induſtrious artificer, and enriches 
the nation. 


L .azbour is the parent of wealth, and the nurſe of happineſs: not only our 
riches, but our ſafety, our liberty, and all our domeſtic joys are founded 
on this baſis; it gives ſtrength and vigour to the individual, and renders 
the ſtate firm, proſperous and flouriſhing. The moſt neceſſary producti- 
ons of the earth are not ſpontaneous; our very mines of lead, tin and 
coal, demand the aſſiſtance of the laborious hand. Happy were it for us 
if we had more of the diligent and laborious, and fewer of the idle, eſ- 
Mm | | 18-5 pecially in the lower claſs, who are ſtill greater prodigies in nature than 
„e e thoſe, who becauſe they are born to the enjoyment of wealth, give them- 
ſelves up to a ſtate of indolence and dull inactivity. If a life ſpent in 
generous and beneficent actions is the glory and honour of human nature, 
the community of which we are a part, certainly ought to partake of that 
generoſity and beneficence. Where is the boaſted ſuperiority of a large 
fortune if this great end is neglected? and how can this end be ſo effec- 
tually anſwered, as by employing the poor? This may ſometimes be diſh- 
cult in regard to things of real uſe, but ſuch as are calculated merely for 
employment can never be wanting: thus no one object will be diſtreſſed, 
nor human nature diſgraced by the pernicious conſequences of idleneſs. 
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Before I finiſh this account of the As PIAN commerce, I muſt pay 
my tribute to the memory of him who was a chief inſtrument in giving 
it. a birth, and conſequently afforded, during the courſe of fourteen years, 

an 
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an occaſion of thoſe various ſcenes which the judicious reader may figure 
to himſelf, even beyond thoſe which theſe papers repreſent: In the 
courſe of this narrative I take it for granted that I have given ſeveral indi- 
cations of the common weakneſs of mankind, I mean. a reſentment of 
injuries: ELTON had many faults, but we ought to-remember, that as no 
character is without vice, there is none without a mixture of virtue alſo; . 
that this virtue might often be called forth to action, and eradicate its 
mixture of evil qualities, if inſtead of corroding we endeavoured to heal 

the wounds in our neighbour's good name. Human virtue ſtands on 
a tottering foundation, and ſubject to be blown down by every guſt of 

paſſion; and it is an eſtabliſhed maxim that thoſe are in moſt danger of 
falling, who triumph moſt in their ſtrength. When we come to ſum up 
the amount of all the various conteſts among men, we muſt allow this to 
an admonition of the ſoundeſt philoſophy and moſt divine religion; © Re- 
« member thy end, and let enmity ceaſe,” To court that which is un- 
grateful to us, or to fly from what we love, are hard leſſons; but in many 
caſes they are eſſential to our happineſs: and this we are ſure of, that 
the forgiveneſs of injuries is the condition of divine mercy. 


The defire of a good name after death is a great incentive to virtuous 
actions, and the fear of infamy muſt neceſſarily be a reſtraint upon us 
in our commerce with the world. As the dead cannot vindicate their 
own cauſe, men of ſentiments will therefore be tender of exhibiting the 
dark fide of the character of thoſe perſons who are now no more; yet, 
for the reaſon I have juſt given, I think there is more humanity than 
ſound reaſon in the maxim, that we ſhould Neve ſpeak ill of the dead.” 


Mr. ELTON is dead, and J hope his ſufferings will atone for the errors 
of his life. The curious reader will now be inquiſitive if in a country rent 
with civil wars, where the ſon is tearing out the entrails of his father, a 
man of EL'ToN's enterprizing genius could make his exit in a natural way? 
After the deſtruction of NADIR, and his ſucceſſors ADIL SHAH, 1BRAHIM 
MYRZA, and other pretenders to the diadem, ELTON ſtill ſupported him- 
ſelf. The PERSIANS at length having no king whom the people thought 
proper to obey, the elders of 6H1LAN took the people under their care, 
in form of an axiſtocracy: it fell to the lot of HAHDOEE sEFPIE, the 

ſame 
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fame man who was NADIR's agent in RUSSIA for commercial affairs, and 
HAHDGEE GEMAL, to be ruling lords. This province was not conſider- 


mined to oppoſe the invader MAHOMMED HASSAN * KHAN. Mr. EL. 
ſubmiſſion to the two elders, of whoſe good-will towards him he had 


reaſon to be diſtruſtful ; finding alſo that ManoMMED HASSAN was com- 


deed a better ſituation for defence, and a weaker enemy than the king, 
but not ſtrength ſufficient to hold out long; he therefore capitulated with 


They were leading him to execution when news arrived that sAuN BEG, 
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able enough to ſupport itſelf long; however they levied forces, and deter- 


TON, who it is preſumed had a correſpondence with this KHAN, refuſed 


ing to. his relief, he determined, after the example of CHARLES XII. of 
SWEDEN, at BENDER, to garriſon his houſe and ſtand a fiege : he had in- 


HAHDGEE GEMA! for the ſafety of his perſon and effects, but the nanp- 
GEE, like a genuine PERSIAN, regardleſs of his word, ſeized ELTON's 
effets; and to compleat the villany, condemned him to be hanged. 


one of the chief captains of the elder's army, was gone over with all the 
forces under him, to MAHOMMED HASSAN KHAN; this brought every thing 
into confuſion on the part of the elders, who were themſelves obliged 
to fly; but they carried ELTON along with them to Fomin. It was 
thought that this change of affairs would create ſome commiſeration in 
the breaſt of the elders, but they who had been ſuch villains as to commit 
a breach of faith in the capitulation, were now fired with reſentment, 
which it is probable was increaſed by thoſe who dreaded ELToON's genius 
and capacity; at leaſt tis certain he became a ſacrifice, and in April 1751 
-was ſhot to death. Both the HAHDOEEs fell afterwards into the hands 
of the conqueror MAHOMMED HASSAN KHAN, Who reſented ELTON'S 
death fo highly, as to threaten them with the ſame fate. 


Thus cell the man whoſe life had been a continued ſcene of adven- 
tures, but in nothing ſo important as the ſhare he had in renewing, I 
might ſay opening this trade, ſo remarkable in all its parts, and attended 
with ſuch a var; iety of incidents. 


z 'This is the ſame name as that of the chief of the rebellion of asTRABAD in 1744, and I believe 


is the ſame perſon. | 
PART 
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BRITISH TRADE AND FACTORY, ALSO 
OF THE RUSSIAN COURT AT Sr. 
PETERSBURG. 


Cc H A FP. XIII. 


Remarks on the profeſſion of a merchant in general. A ſuccindt view of 
the BRITISH factory and trade of St. PETERSBURG, with reftections on 
the want of induſtry. Of the coins, weights and meaſures in RUs$IA.. 


\HOUGH it is common for mankind to look on the commercial 
intercourſe of the world, in no other light than as an employ- | 
ment calculated for the ſupport of life, or a means of amaſſing 

wealth; yet if we extend our thoughts a little farther, and take in the 

numerous connections and dependencies ariſing from that intercourſe, ei- 
ther at home or abroad, we may eaſily diſcover that it deſerves a high 
degree of reſpect, ſince it tends to promote all the pleaſures of humanity : 
and probably from hence it was, that merchants were called THE Ho- 

NOURABLE OF THE EARTH, when nations were much more ignorant of 

each other than they are at preſent. 


It is true every day's experience proves how dangerous an object money 
is, becauſe we ſee it ſo often employed more as the inſtrument of vice 
and immorality than of virtue and true pleaſure; when inſtead of hav- 
ing a rational eſteem for it, as the means of good, we ſuffer it to creep 
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into the heart and ſpoil the morals, But without entering into the evils 
ariſing from an inordinate love of money, the merchant whoſe mind is 
ſtrong enough to purſue gain without indulging any anxious fears, and 
without forgetting the more eſſential duties of life, is in a happy employ- 
ment, was it only for this reaſon, that there are but few callings ſo free 
and independent. * Guilt indeed ſticks very cloſe to buying and ſel- 


ling, as cloſe as the nail which is driven between two ſtones; ſo it 


was thought by a very wiſe man about two thouſand years ago, and I 
am afraid the caſe is not altered for the better. I have heard that the 


' GREEK ſtates of old were ſenfible of this, and excluded merchants from 


all public employments *, upon a ſuppoſition that their profeſſion was 
not conſiſtent with that dignity and inflexible integrity which they thought 
eſſential to the character of a magiſtrate. Perhaps the general corruption 
of manners in after- ages, might have at length determined thoſe ſtates to 
admit of merchants in common with men of other profeſſions. Every 
condition of life is expoſed to temptations peculiar to it, and I think it is 
more eaſy for a merchant religiouſly to obſerve the laws of juſtice, than 


for a ſoldier, whoſe duty bids him ſpill another man's blood, to purſue 


without anger or revenge, and to kill without cruelty ; or for a lawyer to 
forſake the glittering fee, and procure a diſpatch of the cauſe of his cli- 


ent at the hazard of his own ſupport, 


It is a common obſervation that people are to be known only by ſo- 
cial intercourſe, and indeed it ought in all reaſon to be preſumed that 


this is the beſt means of arriving to a real knowledge of characters, and 


of learning how far perſons may be mentioned with honour, without 


deviating from truth: but on the other hand it is perhaps one of the 


moſt difficult taſks to be intirely impartial with reſpe& to thoſe with 
whom we have ſupported a good correſpondency for a courſe of years. 
Prejudices will naturally ariſe in the mind, and ſome of theſe are rather 
amiable than odious. Theie general remarks may ſerve as a preface to the 
mention I am going to make concerning ſome of my particular friends, 
The BRITISH factors in St, PETERSBURG are generally well eſteemed by 


* Ariſtot. polit. 
years 
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the natives of RUSSIA, and acquire fortunes which ſome of them of late 
years have been wiſe enough to preſerve. They inhabit the beſt houſes 
on the banks of the Neva, and are hoſpitable, not to ſay magnificent in 
their way of life, keeping pace with the luxury of men of ſuperior for- 
tunes at home; but the reader who has not been abroad, muſt obſerve 
chat the BRITISH factories in general make a better figure than thoſe of 
any other nation, which may be conſidered as a ſort of compenſation 
for the voluntary baniſhment which they ſuffer from the beſt of coun- 
tries in the world, This indeed may ſometimes be a means of prolong- 
ing that baniſhment, and of creating a fondneſs to a foreign country, in 

prejudice of the love which they ought to have for their own; however 


this generous way of life gives them an influence and aſcendency in the 


countries where they reſide, and hops. to ſupport the national intereſt and 
honour. 


The BRITISH factors in St. PETERSBURG, as may be obſerved in all 


ſmall ſocieties, contribute much to each other's amuſement, and are now | 


become ſober and virtuous, as well as more elegant in manners than in 
times paſt, when they were debauched and low in their pleaſures; and 


though calumny and detraction ſeem to be the more peculiar growth of 
ſuch ſocieties, it does not reign amongſt them in any remarkable degree: 


the claſhing of intereſts, and the corruption of manners, which the pe- 
cuniary affairs of the world generally create, is very apt to exclude the 
pleaſures of friendſhip, pleaſures which cannot be bought with gold. I 


thank providence it was my fortune in RussSIA to enjoy theſe alſo, in 
my much honoured friend Mr. GEORGE PETERS, one of the moſt con- 


ſiderable factors in that city. 


I ſhall now make a few general remarks in regard to the commercial 
Intereſt of RUss1A. The productions of the earth, and foreign trade are 
acknowledged to be the great ſources from whence the riches of every na- 
tion proceed : RUSSIA has made great ſtrides in the improvement of her 
commerce for ſeveral years paſt, enjoying ſome advantages beyond any other 
nation: the number and greatneſs of her rivers open a communication almoſt 


to every part of the globe, but particularly within her own extended domi- 


22 nions. 
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ſilver makes money every year leſs valuable: as they can afford this ar- 
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nions. As to timber, hemp, and iron, which are the gaſtrumental cauſes 
of trade; no country in the world produces a greater quantity, which is 
a natural conſequence of the cheapneſs of land and labour: the former 
of theſe GREAT BRITAIN enjoys in her AMERICAN dominions, though 


124 


4 


not the latter; but if we have occaſion for the commodities of Russ IA, 


that empire has the great ſource of her revenues in the trade which this 
iſland carries on with her ſubjects. 


Hemp, which 20 years ſince was hardly worth five rubles the BERGE “ 
„of late years has been about twice that value; the increaſe of 


ticle in St. PETERSBURG at 6 or 7 rubles, they will certainly bring e- 
nough of it to market ſo long as they can obtain 8 or 9. Iron is alſo 
a very improveable article; they have both wood, hands and oar in 81- 


BERIA ſufficient to make a quantity, which would depreciate the ralue 
of the swEDISH iron, raiſe their rivalſhip and competition with the swe ves? 
in this important article of the revenues of that nation, and at the ſame 


time greatly augment thoſe of the Russ IAN empire. But by a certain fa- 
tality which prevails in every country in ſome inſtance or other, the Russ lAx 


government for a courſe of years has preferred a profit of about 1 5,000 1. 


on 5000 tuns, to near twice that advantage which they might have had to 
all appearance, though the price ſhould have been reduced, had the quan- 
tity been more than doubly augmented. The great difficulty was, in whoſe 


| hands to lodge an increaſe of power in that diſtant country, s1BERIA. It is 


not 40 years ſince the RUSSIANS began to open iron mines, and yet in the 
year 1750 they exported 20,000 tuns: the ordinary annual export may 
now be called 12 or 15,000 tuns, which is ſo much more in favour of 


the RUSSIANS, as the swWED ISE forges, for theſe few years paſt, have not 


produced ſo much by one third as formerly, 


The encouragement given to our AMERICAN colonies in regard to iron, 
has produced ſome good effects, the quantity of pig iron imported from 
thence being encreaſed; and as there is no want in that country of oar or 

2 Or 61. per tun firſt coſt in St. PETERSBURG. b The queſtion is, whether with regard to 


the ballance of power in the north, the sw Ez pts are not poor enough in all conſcience. 4 
WOO 
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wood to work it up, it ought to be preſumed that we might make a 
conſiderable progreſs towards equalling our EUROPEAN neighbours. In 
ENGLAND it is true the quantity made does not fall ſhort of 10, ooo tuns, 
which is a vaſt object conſidering the ſcarcity of wood. What a field 
for freſh employment would not this iſland open, if all the waſte lands 
were planted with whatever kind of wood might be moſt welcome to the 
ſoil; and if our rivers were in general made more navigable for the tranſ- 
portation of ſuch wood, would not this enlarge the ſcene of commerce, 
and afford advantages in almoſt every ſhape? In america we want people®:; 
there are then two countries, and a branch of commerce of great extent, 
with numerous appendages to employ the poor, to baniſh idleneſs the root 
of all evil, and to encreaſe the riches of the nation. By this means the 
heavy tax for the poor's rates alſo might be alleviated; for of thoſe who 
are ſupported by charity, numbers certainly are capable of work. We do 
not ſeem to want knowledge, but induſtry is not known to many thou- 
ſands, as the ſtreets and the gallows give daily proof. In caſes of this na- 
ture mercy is cruelty, for he who can work and will not, but lives on the 
induſtry of others, is next to him who deprives the induſtrious of the fruits 
of their labour by violence. If leſs indulgence was ſhown the poor, 
who. upon examination are found capable of labour, and methods for. 
their employment at the ſame time propoſed to them, the evils we now 
ſuffer muſt gradually decreaſe. We are liberal in ſubſcriptions of every 
kind of charity: ſuppoſing a ſubſcription was on foot for cultivating cer- 
tain lands, to be obtained by purchaſe or grant under certain conditions, 
planting of others, making certain rivers navigable, and the like: ſup- 
poſing alſo men of great fortunes were to appropriate a certain ſhare of 
their large revenues to ſuch works within their own property, further em- 
ployment might be yet found in this ifland, ſmall as it is, for a great num- 


ber of people. 


The ordinary computation of the RUss1AN general export from St. 
PETERSBURG is three millions, of which the BRITISH ſubjects in Rus- 
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© The ſame complaint is made at home; why then does not the government diſcountenance the uſe 
of ſpirituous liquors, and give ſome encouragement to matrimony among the working poor? 
In 1750, the exports were four millions of rubles, or 880, ooo 1. value. 
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1.6 REMARKS ON THE BRITISH FACTORY Part II. 


SIA take off two, conſiſting chiefly in hemp, flax, iron, hog's briſtles, 
hare ſkins, hempen and flaxen manufactures, RUss1A leather, and o- 
ther articles. The ordinary imports of the RUss1ANs were two millions, 
conſiſting in indigo, cochineal, lead, pewter, tin, wrought filks, gold 
and ſilver lace, toys, cotton and linnen manufactures, woollens and wines. 
The RussIANSs receive the ballance in their favour in filver and gold, of 
which part is a ſum of about 500,000 filver rixdollars, of the coin of 


the UNITED PROVINCES ; theſe do not however paſs current in Russ14, 


but the duties on goods muſt be paid in them at a certain rate, accord- 
ing to weight. The conſumption of the RussrAxs is ſo far increaſed 
with their acquiſitions by commerce, that they import now more than 
_ but the ENGLISH have ſtill above a million ballance againſt them. 


It ſeems to be a maxim eſtabliſhed i in all countries where commerce has 


made any progreſs, that the value of exports muſt exceed that of the im- 


ports, for otherwiſe the ballance muſt neceſſarily be paid in money : a- 
gainſt this the xusslAxs have taken the precaution of making it death to 


export their coin; nor is any plate or bullion exportable without expreſs 


permiſſion. I have already obſerved that in countries poſſeſſed of filver 


or gold mines, money may be confidered as a commodity; but even in 


theſe countries we do not find ſuch great wealth as where the only reſource 


is in the induſtry of numbers of working people, and in thoſe productions 
of the earth, which being eſſential to the ſupport of mankind, are really 


more intrinſically worth than filver, gold, or precious ſtones, 


When a people are defirous of foreign productions, and eſpecially ar- 


cles of luxury, if they do not exert themſelves to pay for ſuch com- 
modities by their labour, and the produce of their own lands, they muſt 
be impoveriſhed, and in danger of ruin. The augmentation of the re- 


venues of Russ TA, which I ſhall have occaſion to mention, ought to be 
imputed in a great meaſure to the increaſe of her trade for ſome years 


paſt; and the increaſe of her national wealth to the great annual ballance 


in her favour, of one million of rubles *%, Under arbitrary governments 


chere wants nothing but the conſent of the ſovereign to eſtabliſh a ſump- 


* 220,0001. 
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tuary law; and even in limited monarchies, the example of a king can 
work ſurpriſing things: in countries where people begin to ſhow a great 
paſſion for a vain and luxurious life, the more early ſuch a law takes 
place, the more eaſy they will find the reſtraint, 


The interior trade of Russ1A is certainly very much augmented, and 
the commerce they carry on with the TAxTARs and other frontier na- 
tions, is a conſiderable object; as xuss1A ſometimes receives a large 
quantity of foreign ſilver and gold from thoſe nations, in exchange ei- 
ther for her own or foreign productions. I will not undertake from 
an impulſe of my good wiſhes, to determine what articles xuss 1A ſhould 
be cautious of importing; but thoſe of the produce of GREAT BRIT AIN': 
are either- eſſentially neceſſary to her, or ſuch as ſhe can never ſuffer 
by: I ſpeak. not of the major part of them, for I think not one article, 
EVEN OUR AL E, but tends to the good of the Russ 1 Aus; not to men- 
tion the great advantages to Russ 1A of the KIGA and NARVA trade 
with GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. As our RUSSIAN trade is well 
conducted, I ſhall paſs it over, obſerving only that in whatever light it is 
conſidered, it ought to be a means of eſtabliſhing a perpetual friendſhip - 
between this nation and the RussiAx empire. I ſhall now conclude this 
chapter. with a ſuccin& account of the RussIAN coins, weights, and 
meaſures. 


It is remarkable that when the russ1an trade began to flouriſh, and 
for ſome time after, their ruble, which was intrinfically worth no more 
than 39 current ſtivers of HoLLAND, was eſtimated on exchange at 70 
current ſtivers, and the price of their commodities regulated accordingly 
in the merchants calculation of them: at length it was reduced to 50, 
and from 45 to 50 it has ſtood for many years. The RussIAN ruble 
has too conſiderable an alloy to encourage the exportation, but it is not ſo 
baſe as to induce any piratical traders to bring falſe coin into the country: 
I ſpeak of the filver money. But by an error in politics in a late 
reign, the want of money induced the government to make a copper 
coin of 5 copeeks value, which was not intrinſically worth 2; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that ſome millions of this coin was run in upon 
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al | them, particularly by the jews of poLanp; ſo that at length, in the 
| year 1744, 45 and 46, the government wiſely reduced the value each 
year a copeek, and it now ſtands at 2 copeeks. They keep accounts in 
rubles and copeeks, 100 copeeks to a ruble , and their old way of reck- 
oning yet in the greateſt uſe, as it is in ſome parts of GERMANY, is with 
beads on wires, which they work without pen and ink, 
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The ruble, which is the principal coin, is alſo divided into halves, 
quarters, and tenths, which laſt they call greevens: they had formerly 
ſilver copeek pieces, but theſe were too intrinſically good to continue long 
in the country, and were at length called in. They have a gold coin of 2 
rubles value, but not in abundance; alſo ducats of the preſent EM PRESS“ 
coin which vary in price, but are never under 2 ; rubles. In copper they 
thave, beſides the 2 copeeks already mentioned, deniſhkas or half a co- 
peek, and poluſhkas, or quarters. 


THEIR DRY MEASURE 18 
4 Wocemik — — — 1 chetwerit= 4 of an ENGLISH pack, 
8 Chetwerits — — — 1 chetworth ordinarily, computed = to 
23 to 24 pecks, or 6 buſhels ENGLISH. 
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LIQUID : MEASURE. 
8 Kruſhquas — — — 1 wedro—13 ENGLISH quarts. 
1: Wedros — — — 1 ſtakanf, 
2 Stakans — é 4 — 3: . 
'6 Anchors — — — 1 hogſhead. 
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ut 1 74 3 Dittos — — — — 1 lote. 
inn 32 Lotes — — — — I pound. 
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by | = Which I have already mentioned to be worth about 48. 3d. 5 Stakan in the common uſe 
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40 Pounds — — — — 1 pood, 36 lbs. ditto. 
10 Poods — — — — 1 berquewitz. 
63 Poods — — — — I tun ditto, 


But the ENS LISH hundred * comes net to 123: RUSSIAN 


powers. 


C H A au. 
The heads of ſeveral remarkable events in Rus8IA. A ſbort account of the 


city and court of St. PETERSBURG in general, a If of ome of the great 
ber ſonages who compoſe it. Modern tafte of building in RUSSIA. 


OTHING is more common than to be ignorant of that which 
we have had a good opportunity of learning, but particularly in 
the inſtance of an accurate inquiry into things relating to a place which 
a man conſiders as his home. I was five years in RussIA, and yet except 
in mercantile affairs, which I do not think neceſſary to mention further, 
I am not qualified to relate half ſo much as I have faid of PERSI1A, nor 
did it fall ſo much into my taſte. When we are confined to a ſpot, cu- 
rioſity naturally flags; or if we are undiſtinguiſhed in the croud, there is 
ſeldom that ambition which impels our deſires after knowledge: beſides 
the pleaſures and buſineſs of life engroſſed ſuch a ſhare of my time, as 


admitted not any deep inquiries, and as I was not on a journey, I kept 


no journal, 


With regard to Russ1A at large, the ſeveral modern hiſtories and ac- 
counts of it would alſo render my labour of little uſe. The moſt remark- 
able events which happened there, from the time of my arrival till J left 
it, was the peace with SWEDEN ; the marriage of the great duke; the de- 
feat of FRENCH intrigues; the alliance with GREAT BRITAIN, the em- 
preſs of GERMANY, and the ſtates of the UNITED PROVINCES; the march 
of the RUSSIAN forces to the aſſiſtance of the allies; and laſtly, the down- 
fal of count LEsToOCK ; of which events I ſhould not chuſe to give a ſe- 


ſecret hiſtory, if I knew more than what the gazettes relate. The court 
Vor. II. R of 
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of St. PERERSBURG has long enjoyed the reputation of being one of the 
moſt brilliant in EuxopE, but I cannot fay whether it be now exactly true. 


Part II. 


In the reign of the late empreſs Ax N, the countenance which foreigners 


received, added much to the ſplendid appearance of the court, and no 
doubt ſomething to the politeneſs of it. Rich cloaths are ſtill the paſſion 


of the RussfAxs, and though ſumptuary laws have been often talked of, 


and ſaid to be eſſential to the good of the ſtate, and have even been 
at certain times carried into execution; yet ſome incident or other ſtill 
made a pompous appearance neceſſary, or agreeable to the ſovereign. : 


There are ſome courts in EUROPE which ſeem to adopt this as a prin- 
ciple, that the more money courtiers ſpend, the leſs will be their riches, 
and conſequently the greater their dependance s. In ENGLAND we 
think the richer the ſubjects, the more able, and conſequently it may 


be preſumed, the more willing they are to ſerve the ſtate, Of all 


the pompous ſhows in RussIA, the appearance made upon the great 


duke's marriage, in cloaths and equipage, was the moſt magnificent, and 
anſwered the higheſt idea that can well be formed of the ſplendor of any 


court ®, A man may travel over the world during a long life, without 


ſeeing any thing comparable to it: it was in general very grand, and ele- 
gantly conducted, but part of it was demonſtrative of a very whimſical 


turn in one of the grandees, monſieur NARISKIN, whom I have menti- 
oned as miniſter at the BRITISH court in 1743, and now under-marſhal 
to the EMPRESS ; he had a coach in a groteſque taſte, the back and front as 
well as the ſides of which were of looking-glaſs. But it is not in external 


embelliſhments only for which the RusslAxs begin to diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves: two poets have lately ſtarted up as it were from a ſtate of dark- 
neſs, and wrote tragedies according to the modern dramatic rules: they 
have alſo tranſlated lord anson's voyage, TELEMACHUS, and ſeveral o- 
ther books into the Russi Ax language, and bid fair to ſhine as bright as 
ſo northern a hemiſphere can be yet ſuppoſed to admit. 


t See remark in vol. I. p. 254. h For a particular deſeription of this ceremony, I reſer the 
reader to the periodical memoirs of thoſe times. 
With 
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With regard to the great perſonages in RuUssIA, the empreſs EL12A- 
BETH PETROWNA, daughter of PETER the GREAT, by his empreſs 
CATHERINE, was born the 29th of December 1709, and began her 
reign the 6th of December 1741, being reſtored to the throne on which 
her father ſat, by a revolution in many inſtances amazing, and of which 
the hiſtorians of our age have doubtleſs preſerved the memory. This is 
one f the moſt accompliſhed ladies of her rank, nor was her perſon leſs 
amiable : time, which wears off the charms of youth, has rendered her 
corpulent, but ſhe is yet very active, dances, hunts, and rides on horſe- 
back: on certain days ſhe appears in men's cloaths, particularly on the 
day of her acceſſion to the throne, when ſhe treats her life-company of 
grenadiers at ſupper i in the grand ſaloon of the palace, and fits at table 
with her officers, in regimentals as their colonel, in which ſhe makes an 
agreeable figure. This company, for ſtature, comelineſs, and the ele- 
cance of their dreſs, is hardly exceeded by any troops in EuRoPE. The 
EMPRESS is in every inſtance gracious to an extreme: the great tenderneſs 
of her heart, or ſome other cauſe, has even forbid the execution of ma- 
lefactors of whatever denomination, ſo that it is ſaid there have been in 
different parts of the empire near 30, ooo criminals in priſon at one and 
the ſame time; but this, among many good actions, is a ſpecies of mercy 
which neither her ſubjects nor foreigners pretend to underſtand, 


Cloſe to the admiralty, where ſhips of war are built, is a magnificent 
palace, fituated near the center of the city on the ſouth bank of the xx- 
vA; and in the eaſtern part is the ſummer palace and garden, abounding 
in choice ſtatues and delicious walks; yet being a dead flat, it can produce 
but little variety. The theatre which was a very large edifice of wood, was 
lately burnt down, and another ſmaller near the ſummer palace is built : 
here ITALIAN operas and FRENCH comedies are acted at the expence of 
the EMPRESS, into which foreigners who make any appearance, are ad- 
mitted: the operas were reviſed and ſometimes compoſed by ſignior Bo- 
YECHI, the poet laureat, a man whoſe politeneſs and goodneſs of heart 
render him very amiable, and to whom I am much obliged i : maſque- 


i He is now a counſellor of fate in FLORENCE. 
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rades, balls and concerts are alſo frequent at court; but the EMPeREss ſeems 


to delight chiefly in ſele& companies at the houſes of thoſe perſons who 
are moſt in her favour, | | 

This lady wears the order of St. ANDREW, Which is a blue ribbon : 
the number of knights of this order are reckoned 24, but it is not al- 


ways full : ſome of the perſons who now enjoy it are, the great duke of 
RUSSIA, count ROSAMOPFFSKY the grand veneur, count * pesTUcuere 


RUMIN the great chancellor, $HEPELOFF the head marſhal of the court, 
general APRAXIN, who is at the head of military affairs, baron MuxIcH a 


brother of the exile, the attorney general TRUBETsK01; beſides theſe are 


the kings of DENMARK, PRUSSIA and POLAND, prince AUGUSTUS of yoL- | 
STEIN, baron BRETLACH the emperor's embaſſador, and baron ceprEN- 


cRU TZ the swEDISH miniſter; feldt-marſhal KEITH has alſo this ribbon. 


There is an order in RUSSIA inferior to this, called St. ALEXANDER, 
the number of which is 36 knights, who wear a red ribbon; there is alſo 


an order of St. ANN of HOLSTEIN, Which is red ſtriped with yellow; and 


another of St. CAT HERINE's, which is red with a filver edge, intended only 
for women. The great dutcheſs of RvussIA is the chief of this order, and 


it is worn by ſeveral great ladies in GERMANY. © The firſt ſubject in this 


empire is PETER FEODOROWITZ the great duke of RUssIA, appointed 


by the EMPREss the heir of the RUSSIAN dominions, from the 18th of 


November 1743; his father CHARLES FREDERICK duke of HOLSTEIN, 
was married to ANNA PETROWNA, the eldeſt ſiſter of the preſent em- 


preſs of RussIA; the great duke was born the 22d of February 1728, 


and has reigned as duke of HOLSTEIN GOT TORP ſince 1739. In con- 
ſequence of his grandmother on his father's fide, being ſiſter to cHARLEs 
XII. of $WEDEN, he was the preſumptive heir of that crown; but he 
declined it, and making profeſſion of the GREEK religion, accepted the 
ſucceſſion of the RusslAx empire. He was married the iſt of Septem- 
ber 1745, to CATHERINE ALEXIEWNA, born the 2d of May 1729, 
daughter of CHRISTIAN AUGUSTUS prince of ANHALT-ZERBST. This 


They uſe the GERMAN title GRAF, but in ENGLISH we call them counts. 


marriage 
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marriage has not yet produced thoſe happy effects which were naturally 
expected from it. His imperial highneſs is reputed a young man of ſpi- 


rit and vivacity, with a taſte for polite ſtudy, and endowed with 1 weet 


accompliſhme nts. 


The ſtature and gentle deportment of the great dutcheſs increaſe the 


charms of her perſon, in which nature has been liberal, and nothing ren- 
ders the character of the duke and his dutcheſs more lovely than the har - 
mony and mutual affection which ſubſilts between them. 


The next ſubject 3 in dignity 1 is the count RozaMows&v,. the grand ve- 
neur, who enjoys all the ſweets without the fatigues of grandeur or the 


odium often annexed to the moſt important offices in a ſtate. The be- 


haviour of this nobleman has rendered him acceptable to moſt kinds of 
people. His brother the young count GRIGOR11 KIRILITZ. ROZA- 


MOWSK1, who was preſident of the royal academy, is now hetman of 
the coss Acks in the UKRAINE, of which both himſelf and the grand 
veneur are natives, This is a kind of vice-royalty, and is incomparably 


the moſt lucrative of any employment in the empire: it is not however 


always the moſt ſecure, eſpecially when the affiſtance of thoſe troops is 


required in caſe of war. 


Among the ladies of the court there are none ſo diſtinguiſhed as Ax- 
NA CAROLOWNA the counteſs of voRONZoFF, who travelled with her 
| huſband the count, a few years fince, to ſeveral courts, as PARIS, 
NAPLES, ROME, VIENNA and BERLIN, where her polite carriage and 
accompliſhments, as well as her perſonal beauty were very much admired. - 


Women in general are not ſo amiable in RussIA as in many other coun- 


tries: indeed they daub themſelves ſo much with artificial charms, as 


to conceal thoſe graces which it may be preſumed nature has beſtowed 
on them, though they are rendered inviſible. In general they profeſs that 
if nature gives them ſufficient plumpneſs, they can procure beauty 
themſelves: and to this purpoſe we may obſerve from the very idiom 
of their language, that CRASNA DEVITZA, Which literally fignifies a 


red virgin, is the term for a pretty girl. Although it has been obſerved, 
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that very cold climates produce the ſame diſpofition to amour as very hot 
ones, yet this does not appear to be intirely the caſe in Russ1A. Chaſtity as a 


virtue, is not indeed more in repute in this country than in the ſouthern 


parts of EUROPE; but it ſeems as if the ſame cauſes in nature, which 
reſtrain them from a fierce reſentment of the illegal commerce of the ſex - 
es, check, in ſome meaſure, their eager deſire of ſuch gratifications. As 


the RUSSIANS are not ſo refined in their manners, as to. have a very 
delicate ſenſe of honour; ſo we find that the chaſtiſement of female 


infidelity is ſeldom carried beyond a beating, whilſt the adulterer gene- 
rally may compromiſe for his offence by a pecuniary mulct. Among 
the common people, the eccleſiaſtical laws oblige a man to marry a wo- 
man whom he has debauched. The common-place notion which pre- 
vails among the ibertige part of mankind, that women in all countries 
« are the ſame i, upon a compariſon of different people, ſeems juſt as 
abſurd as if we were to ſay, that men of all nations are the ſame, Per- 
haps upon enquiry it may be found, that there are more women of prin- 
ciples in ſome countries, than there are men of principles in others. 


The RUSSIANS are for the moſt part of a middle ſtature, though ma- 
ny of them are tall and comely. The common people incline to their 


antient cuſtoms; and though the majory ſubmit to modern improvements, 


many chuſe to ſuffer great inconveniencies and additional taxes rather 
than forſake their beards, and ſome idle diſtinctions with regard to religion. 


The great chancellor count BEsTUCHEFF, in conjunction with the vice 
chancellor count voxox zor, have the charge of the foreign affairs, and 


are both eſteemed men of great worth and probity: the college of fo- 


reign affairs is under their inſpection, and theſe with the ſenate, which 
is compoſed of twelve ſenators, are the chief managers in the govern- 
ment of this vaſt empire; the colleges of war, commerce, mines, &c. 
being ſubordinate. 


1 The contemptuous opinion in which MAHoOMMEDANS hold women, has induced them to adopt 
this notion. See vol. I. p. 268. But among carI1sTIans thoſe who ſeriouſly advance this doctrine 
may alſo maintain that ** prieſts of all religions are the ſame ;” and the next ſtep is, that virtue and 
vice are the ſame. 


Eccle- 


8. . 


Chap. XXIII. 


Eccleſiaſtical affairs are governed by the ſynod, which has now more 
authority and weight than in ſome former reigns: the EMPREss, whoſe 
power is abſolute, having given great demonſtrations of her diſpoſition to 
devotion. The GRE faith is known to be the eſtabliſhed religion in 
this country, which differs from the Rois in many effentials, ſuch as 


denying the authority of the pope, permitting prieſts to marry n, giving 


the ſacrament in both kinds, and believing in conſubſtantiation: they uſe 


images, and pay divine honours to the virgin MARY and to ſaints; but 


the majority of the courtiers, and men of education, here as in moſt 0- 
ther places, have certain religious tenets of their own, and ſeem to think . 


for themſelves. 


St. PETERSBURG, which was founded by PETER the GREAT in the 


beginning of this century, may at preſent be conſidered as the modern 
and polite metropolis, and the chief refidence of the RUssIan empire; 


and though fo. lately a moraſs, it is now an elegant and ſuperb city, 
very healthful, and abounding in all the neceſſaries, and many of the 


pleaſures of life. It was formerly built of wood, but now the uſe of 
this material is permitted only in the ſuburbs. 


This city is ranged on both ſides of the neva, extending 18 eaſt to 


weſt near two ENGLISH miles; at the upper end of the north fide is the 
citadel, which is more famous for the number of lives it coſt in building 


than for either its ſtrength or great importance, though it has ſeveral 


uſcs. It contains a ſtately church, in which the remains of its founder 


PETER the GREAT, and his empreſs CATHERINE, are depoſited, It 
alſo ſerves to beautify the town, and as a priſon for offenders againſt the 


ſtate. This city has neither gates nor walls, but the marſhy land near it, 
both in iNGRIA to the ſouth, and FINLAND and CARELIA to the north, 


and the gulph of FINLAND to the eaſt, render the acceſs to it extremely 
difficult for an army. It is divided by ſeveral canals, PETER the GREAT 
intending to take AMSTERDAM as his model in building it; but from 
the reluctance with which it was originally begun by his ſubjects, who 


® But they are permitted to marry but once, ſo that the wives of prieſts are generally well treated. 


were 
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were compelled to build, and likewiſe from errors in the plan, ſome 
part of the city remains intirely unexecuted, and in others the houſes 
are too near the canals. This does not hinder, but there are ſome regu- 
lar, broad, and well built ſtreets, and ſeveral very noble ſtructures, par: 
ticularly the great chancellor's, the vice chancellor's, the marſhal snHEPE- 
LOFF's, the ſenator sHEVALLOFF's, count CHER EMOTEFF's, Count GAL - 
Lowix's, and ſome others of leſs note. 


The encouragement which the EM RPS has given to building, for 
which ſhe ſeems to have a paſſion, contributes to the beauty of the city. 


Beſides the two royal palaces already mentioned, this lady has built 


a noble palace, ſaid to be intended for the great duke, in caſe he had 


been ſo happy as to have children. There is alſo a nunnery lately 
built; and about fifteen ExGILIsH miles diſtant from the city at cz Ak- 


SKO ZELO, is a royal palace. Theſe edifices are for the moſt part of 
brick, and plaiſtered over ſo as to make an elegant appearance; but the 
work is generally done in a hurry, and the materials not very durable. An 
ITALIAN architect having been ſome years ſince eſtabliſhed in Russ 14, 


the taſte of ITALY is adopted in almoſt all their houſes; and though the 


ſeverity of the climate is fo great, they abound in windows much beyond 
our houſes in ENGLAND. As a further additional beauty to this city, the 
EMPRESS has cauſed a large equeſtrian ſtatue of pETER the GREAT in 
metal, to be made under the care of the ingenious and much eſteemed 


count ROSTRELLI, intending to erect it on a pedeſtal in the area before 
the palace, in pious memory of her father. 


8 


1 

A view of the revenues, number of inhabitants, taxes, military force and 
genius of the ſoldiery in Russ IA. A ſuccinct account of the nature of the 
climate, alſo of the ſtoves and kind of dreſs uſed in that country. 


HE revenues of the RussI1AN empire, which were formerly of 
five millions only, are now encreaſed to 15 millions of rubles ”, 


Three millions ſterling. 3 
an 
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and are yet improvable without diſtreſſing the ſubject. Theſe may be 
computed to ariſe from the pole tax of 75 copeeks a head, on 8,7 50, ooo 
male ſubjects. The boyar, or lord, receives of his boors about 120 
copeeks » each head male, according to the goodneſs of the eſtate: ſome 
bring in yet more conſiderably, and others cannot ſupport themſelves. 
The lord has alſo a certain number of them to work for him, but he pays 
the tax due to the crown on all his vaſſals, and after a reviſion is made, 
the ſame tax continues whatever mortality may ſucceed till a further revi- 
ſion takes place. The AS SANS who inhabit the uxRaine pay but 

z ruble a head. The cuſtoms in St. PETERSBURG, RIGA, NARVA and 
ARCHANGEL, produce above a million of rubles; and the monopoly of 
ſalt, pot-aſh, rhubarb, ſpirituous liquors, with the produce of the go- 
vernment's iron mines in SIBERIA, the CHINA trade, and inland duties 
conſtitute the remainder. This ſum of 3 millions ſterling, which we 
have learnt in GREAT BRITAIN the art of ſwallowing in three or four 


months campaign, anſwers the exigencies of the RussIAN ſtate, and 


makes them courted by their friends, and dreaded by their enemies: nor 
is it ſtrange if one conſiders that the pay of a major-general in Russ1A is 
not above 3,600 rubles a year b, a commandant or brigadier 1,800, a 


colonel 800, a major 400, a captain 180, a lieutenant 120, and a com- 


-mon ſoldier 6. They are faid to have at leaſt 2 50,000 regulars, includ- 
ing garriſons of 70,000; and ſuppoſing a third part of them cloathed an- 
nually, and giving them their allowance of ſalt, croop 3, and bread, their 
pay will hardly exceed 30 rubles” a man, officers included; and conſe- 
quently this formidable force coſts only 7, 500,000 rubles *, which does not 
take up half the national income. The collection of the revenues, which is 
ſo vaſt an expence in ENGLAND, is a very inconſiderable charge to the 
RUSSIAN government, their collectors being moſtly paid by the perquiſites 
annexed to their employments; from hence it is eaſy to reconcile how 
indiſpenſably neceflary preſents are in Russ iA in tranſacting buſineſs with 
any of the public departments, though I muſt own my opinion, that per- 
quiſites tend to the ruin of empires. 


ub, or 5-8. 1d. P 750 l. 2 A ſpecies of meal, * Gl. 10s. 
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The number of ſouls in St. PETERSBURG are generally computed at 
250,000, including the garriſon, which is numerous; but in reckoning 
the ſubjects throughout the whole empire, they lay it down as a rule, 
that the hundred and ſeventy fifth male raiſes an army of near 50,000 
men, and conſequently ſuppoſing an equal number of females, the 
whole may be reckoned 17,500,000 ſouls: the tributary ART ARS, the 
RUSSIAN UKRAIN *, and the conquered provinces , are not included in this 
account; if we conſider the vaſt extent of that empire, though many 
parts are not inhabited, is is probable this number is near the truth, As 
to the UKRAIN, I have been aſſured that one eſtate in that country v con- 
tained 16, ooo acres of arable, and 9000 of paſture land. 
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Beſides the ordinary computation of 250,000 regulars, the RUss1ans 
can collect a body of 40,000, or more, of KHALMUCKS, COSSACKS, 
and other TAR T ARS. In the laſt TuRKISH war I have been aſſured that 
RUSSIA had above 300,000 troops in pay; ſo that with their own mo- 
ney at home, or in foreign pay when abroad in foreign ſervice *, ſo long 
as theſe people train up a number of good officers, they muſt have great 
weight in the political ſcale in EuxopE, as well as in as1a. They 
bear the extremities of cold and heat, hunger and thirſt; and when 
well conducted to the charge, have generally ſhewn great intrepidity. 
Being provoked by long reſiſtance, they are apt to be cruel when con- 


querors, of which I have heard ſeveral ſtories from thoſe who ſerved in 
the laſt TURKISH war. 
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With regard to the climate of Russ IA, it is eaſy to conceive how ex- 
tremely it differs, even in the ſeveral parts of it included in EUROPE, and 
till more in their As1A T 1c dominions. In St. PETERSBURG we find that 

February generally brings a bright ſun and clear ſky, and the froſt be- 
ing yet very ſharp, every object ſeems to glitter with gems; the nerves thus 
become braced by the cold; and though the reflexion of the ſun from the 
ſnow is very ſtrong, yet the eyes are ſeldom hurt by it. There is no 
ſmall amuſement in riding in ſledges, to thoſe who by the length of the 


1 This word ſignifies frontier. * LIVORIA, ESTONIA, INGRIA, and part of FINLAND, 
Count GALLOWINS. * Which happened in the year 1747. 
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winter have in ſome meaſure forgot the much ſuperior pleaſure which 
nature preſents when ſhe is cloathed in green. 


March is often attended with ſhowers, and theſe with the heat of the 
ſun penetrate the body of the ice, which is generally three quarters of a 
yard thick on the xx vA; being at length rotten, and appearing as a ho- 


ney-comb, about the end of that month it ordinarily breaks up, and its mo- 


tion ſeems to attract the north-eaſt wind, for the wind generally blows very 
cold from that quarter. The gulph of FINLAND at the entrance of c RoN- 
STADT is ſeldom free of ice before the end of April, ſo that the moſt 


early ſhips do not often arrive before the firſt week in May. This month 


is frequently very warm, the days being ſo much lengthened; thus na- 
ture ſeems to be reverſed, and ſummer to precede the ſpring, for it is 
ſometimes the firſt of June before any conſiderable verdure appears. The 
nitre contained in the ſnow invigorates the earth to that degree, and the 
intenſe heat of the ſun brings on the verdure ſo faſt, that the eye can diſ- 
cover its progreſs from day to day. Till the middle of July it ſeems to be 


one continued day, the ſun not intirely diſappearing above 2 hours in the 
24: but the delight which this ſeaſon naturally affords, is conſiderably 
abated by the uneaſineſs created by the heat; however a week ſeldom 
paſſes but they are refreſhed by ſoutherly and weſterly winds, which of- 


ten bring gentle ſhowers, particularly from the ſouth. I once experienced 
a delightful autumn till the end of September, but this happens very 
rarely : Augult generally cloſes the ſcene, ſo that we can hardly ſay * 
are above three months of ſummer. 


September, in the ordinary computation, brings rain and froſt. October 
increaſes the ſeverity of both, and November al ways cloſes up the Neva. 
Then comes on the ſeaſon for the ſpeedy and eaſy conveyance on the 
ſnow, which brings freſh proviſions to market a thouſand ENGL1$H miles 
by land, as thoſe can witneſs who have often eat in St. PETERSBURG the 


beef of ARCHANGEL. In December and January the cold is often very 


— 


Y In ſome great rivers to the north eaſt the ice is ſaid to be much thicker. 
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intenſe, and the poor, who are ſometimes overtaken by liquor, or ex- 


poſed in plains or other open places, particularly on the river between 
the city and CRONSTADT, not unfrequently periſh with cold, 


Russ1A is by no means a proper country for thoſe who delight in ru- 
ral pieaſures, or think a walk in a fine day one of the moſt elevated joys 
the heart can receive. It is eaſy however to reſolve the piFFicuLTyY 


ſome make concerning the poſſibility of living at all, or Living in any 
ſenſe above a bare exiſtence, The abundance of birch and elder with 


which the RUSSIANS are ſupplied, and the commodiouſneſs of the ſtoves, 


enables them to introduce any degree of warmth into their houſes; and 


where proper care is taken to burn the wood intirely to an aſh before the 
heat is confined, it is far from being diſagreeable: but if the tube or 
chimney by which the ſmoke is carried out, is ſtopt too ſoon, the air con- 


tained in the room becomes corrupted, and where no relief is given by 


letting in freſh air, the effect is as mortal as that of charcoal. 


The common people in this country are cloathed with long coats made 
of dreſt ſheep ſkins, with the wool towards their bodies. Theſe are ad- 


mirably adapted to the climate, and coſt only two rubles ; they alſo uſe 


a coarſe cloth, in which they ſwaddle their legs and feet: this is ſecured 
by a cord of reeds, their ſandals being alſo of the ſame material. Their 
caps are lined with fur, and cover the ears and neck as well as their 
heads: they wear ſaſhes round their waſte, and double gloves, one of 
woollen and the other of leather, which take in the hand without 


any diſtinction except the thumb; and theſe are alſo an eſſential part of 
their cloathing. 


People of any diſtinction for the moſt part dreſs as we do in ENG“ 


LAND, and are under no other neceſſity than that of wearing a full great 


coat lined with fur *, ſuch as wolf's, fox's, or linx's, with a deep quilted 


or fur lined cap when they go EB] The women of the lower claſs, 


beſides their petticoats, wear ſheep {Kins as the men: thoſe who move 
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Chap. XXV. PRIVATE ANECDOTES, &c. 147 


in a higher ſphere, wear flowered filk cloaks® lined with furs, of which 
the moſt common ſort is of white hare's. Ladies of the firſt diſtinction 
are ſeldom without theſe cloaks lined with rich furs, and by the advan- 
tage of coaches or {ledges and domeſtic conveniences, perhaps ſuffer leſs 
by cold than the people in the ſouth of FRANCE: although upon the 


whole I can by no means think it a climate conducive to the — 


of life, eſpecially to "0" 11 or valetudinarians. 


— 


0 F 


Several flories and pri vate circumſtances relating to PETER the GREAT. 


UT what is truly deſerving admiration ig RUssIA, are the labours of 

the immortal PETER, who ſtill lives not only in every part of the go- 
vernment, but in every work of art and deſign, We can hardly ſay too 
much of this prince; his character is admired by the world in general, but 


particularly. by the part of it that he governed, and which muſt ever revere 


his memory, ſo long as they retain any traces of his vaſt genius and indefa - 


tigable labours. If in the revolutions of ages they ſhould again decline into 


their antient barbarity of manners, they never will give a ſtronger proof of 


that barbarity, than by ceaſing to venerate his name. The mot early part 
of this prince's life gave ſuch proof of a mind formed for great actions, 
that he ſeemed to be a man from his. infancy, and with his manhood the 
hero grew up to that prodigious height, of which he gave the world fo 


many proofs.. The intimations he had received from foreigners of the 


government, arts, and improvements of other countries, made him weep 
over the ignorance and barbarity of his own; but his ſorrow gave way to 
his hopes; and fired with the noble ardour of true greatneſs, he reſolv- 
ed to purſue it by the only path which, from the light of Wis own 
genius, he diſcovered to lead to it. He had too good a judgment to 
attempt. the thing by any means but thoſe which alone were practicable. 
How amazing was his reſolution, who was born to empire, and had 
an abſolute power over ſo many millions of people, to humble himſelf 


tO 
' There are two kinds, ſome with and ſome without arms. 
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142 PRIVATE ANECDOTES RELATING Part II. 


to the low offices and laborious drudgery of life! But he ſaw that exam- 


juſt ſentiments, or compel them to a due obedience; and that the opulency 


and determmed in his own perſon to act as much like a 60D as a man 
could do, diffuſing his influence by actions, the due effect of which, hu- 


ple, aſſiſted by his boundleſs authority, could alone inſpire his people with 


and power of nations muſt ariſe from uſeful arts and mechanic employ- 
ments : he ſought that power and opulency at their very fountain-head, 


manly ſpeaking, it was impoſſible for any man, except himſelf, to pro- 


duce. Thus he ſubmitted as 'if he had been born only to a mean and 


low fortune; and determined to do that which ſhould deſerve a crown; 


and when he had obtained it, to take on him the true glory of a king, 


in wearing it gracefully, and according to the order of that providence 
which watches over the good of mankind. His actions demonſtrate that 


he thought it more glorious to excel as an artificer or mechanic, than to 


ſway a ſcepter upon no other title than his birth, 
It is hard to ſay what the world has loſt in the journal which he kept 


himſelf, probably it contained what no hiſtorian can pretend to relate of 


him. I ſhall mention a few particulars which I do not find recorded 
of him in any hiſtorical accounts, being what I learnt of perſons 


with whom he frequently converſed. In AMSTERDAM he entered 


in a dock yard as a common carpenter, in the name of PETER Mi- 
CHAILO, but he was known only to the maſter of the yard. It happen- 
ed one day that PETER, by miſtake, took the tools of another perſon in- 
ſtead of his own; the owner diſcovering his tools in the hands of his com- 


panion, and theſe not being readily reſtored to him, words enſued, and the 


man gave PETER a blow; the maſter of the yard being informed of the 


matter; ſent for the ſuppoſed offender, and in the preſence of this prince 


reproved him ſeverely, and threatened him with puniſhment. PETER 
now put on the emperor, not in the infolence of power, and with the 
externals of a king, but in pleading for the injured. © The man, ſays 
< he, is in the right, and I am in fault;” and immediately made up the 
quarrel by giving him money. Thus did this great monarch learn the 

true 
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Chap. XXV. TO PETER THE GREAT: 160 


true art of life and government, and through this voluntary arduous diſ- 


cipline, teach himſelf how to rule the ſpirits of an ignorant and uncivi- 


lized people. 


It has been imputed to this prince, that he was cruel. The exact rule 
of mercy and juſtice cannot always be obſerved by any mortal man; 
and leaſt of all by princes, who cannot ſearch to the bottom of every 
thing. A man of his ſtrength of reſolution, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have a heart of the melting ſort; and the ingratitude and inſenſibility 
of his ſubjects, their repugnance to accept the terms of their own feli- 
city by the means he ſought it for them, means ſo obviouſly productive 
of the end, and yet ſo obſtinately reſiſted, could not but fire him with 
ſome reſentment, and might alſo perſuade him they could be ruled only 
by a rod of iron. Thus he might commit ſome acts of ſeverity, but 
that he put men to death with his own hand, I am perſuaded is not true . 


An amorous diſpoſition, and a cruel one, are compatible in the ſame 


perſon, as experience often evinces; but cruelty and greatneſs of mind, 


ſach as this prince demonſtrated, are not compatible. His great foible 
was the love of women; he was not however profuſe, nor even generous- 


in his amours, if one may believe the reports of miſs cRoss, who was 


diſtinguiſned, in her way, by the emperor's favour in ENGLAND. In 
HOLLAND he was ſeen with a girl in his arms at a common drinking 


houſe, of which repreſentation there is now an excellent picture in the 


palace at PETERHOFF. A gardiner once threw a hough at him fe his 
amorous advances to a girl who was working in a garden. In ſhort, tor a 


king he was as little elegant as expenſive in his amours: as in things of the 


higheſt moment, ſo in this he acted according to his inclinations, without 
any regard to forms. It is true, in this inſtance he was no hero, but as ſer- 


vilely ſubmiſſive to an imperious appetite as a common man: and it ſeemed 


in him but mere appetite, at leaſt we do not find that the pleaſure or tor- 
ment ariſing from a paſſionate indulgence, or a reaſonable government of this 
weakneſs, ever drew him into inconveniencies, or protracted the progreſs 


© In the caſe of the rebellion ſuppreſſed by general cor pon, hiſtorians mention bis being angry that 


of 


the exccuticns were not performed before his arrival at Mos co. 
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to the low offices and laborious drudgery of life ! But he ſaw that exam- 


ple, aſſiſted by his boundleſs authority, could alone inſpire his people with 


juſt ſentiments, or compel them to a due obedience; and that the opulency 


and power of nations muſt ariſe from uſeful arts and mechanic employ- 
ments : he ſought that power and opulency at their very fountain-head, 


and determfhed in his own perſon to act as much like a 60D as a man 
could do, diffuſing his influence by actions, the due effect of which, hu- 


manly ſpeaking, it was impoſſible for any man, except himſelf, to pro- 


duce. Thus he ſubmitted as if he had been born only to a mean and 
low fortune; and determined to do that which ſhould deſerve a crown; 
and when he had obtained it, to take on him the true glory of a king, 


in wearing it gracefully, and according to the order of that providence 
which watches over the good of mankind. His actions demonſtrate that 


he thought it more glorious to excel as an artificer or mechanic, than to 
ſway a ſcepter upon no other title than his birth. 


It is hard to ſay what the world has loſt in the journal which he kept 


himſelf, probably it contained what no hiſtorian can pretend to relate of 
bim. I ſhall mention a few particulars which I do not find recorded 


of him in any hiſtorical accounts, being what I learnt of perſons 


with whom he frequently converſed. In AMsTERDAM he entered 


in a dock yard as a common carpenter, in the name of PETER Mi- 


CHAILO, but he was known only to the maſter of the yard. It happen- 


ed one day that PETER, by miſtake, took the tools of another perſon in- 
ſtead of his own; the owner diſcovering his tools in the hands of his com- 
panion, and theſe not being readily reſtored to him, words enſued, and the 
man gave PETER a blow; the maſter of the yard being informed of the 


matter, ſent for the ſuppoſed offender, and in the preſence of this prince 
reproved him ſeverely, and threatened him with puniſhment. PETER 


now put on the emperor, not in the infolence of power, and with the 
externals of a king, but in pleading for the injured. <© The man, ſays 
< he, is in the right, and I am in fault; and immediately made up the 


true 
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true art of life and government, and through this voluntary arduous diſ- 


cipline, teach himſelf how to rule the ſpirits of an ignorant and uncivi- 


lized people. 


It has been imputed to this prince, that he was cruel. The exact rule 
of mercy and juſtice cannot always be obſerved by any mortal man; 


and leaſt of all by princes, who cannot ſearch to the bottom of every 


thing. A man of his ſtrength of reſolution, cannot be ſuppoſed to- 


have a heart of the melting fort; and the ingratitude and inſenſibility 


of his ſubjects, their repugnance to accept the terms of their own feli- 
city by the means he ſought it for them, means ſo obviouſly productive 
of the end, and yet ſo obſtinately reſiſted, could not but fire him with 
ſome reſentment, and might alſo perſuade him they could be ruled only 
by a rod of iron. Thus he might commit ſome acts of ſeverity, but 
that he put men to death with his own hand, I am perſuaded is not true e. 


An amorous diſpoſition, and a cruel one, are compatible in the fame 
perſon, as experience often evinces ; but cruelty and greatneſs of mind,, 


ſuch as this prince demonſtrated, are not compatible. His great foible 


was the love of women; he was not however profuſe, nor even generous. 


in his amours, if one may believe the reports of miſs cRoss, who was 
diſtinguiſned, in her way, by the emperor's favour in ENGLAND. In 


HOLLAND he was ſeen with a girl in his arms at a common drinking 
houſe, of which repreſentation there is now an excellent picture in the 
palace at PETERHOFF. A gardiner once threw a hough at him fe his 
amorous advances to a girl who was working in a garden. In ſhort, tor a 
king he was as little elegant as expenſive in his amours: as in things of the 


higheſt moment, ſo in this he acted according to his inclinations, without 
any regard to forms. It is true, in this inſtance he was no hero, but as ſer- 
vilely ſubmiſſive to an imperious appetite as a common man: and it ſeemed 
in him but mere appetite, at leaſt we do not find that the pleaſure or tor- 
ment ariſing from a paſſionate indulgence, or a reaſonable government of this 
weakneſs, ever drew him into inconveniencies, or protracted the progreſs 


© In the caſe of the rebellion ſuppreſſed by general cor Don, hiſtorians mention his being angry that 
the exccuticns were not performed before his arrival at Mog o. c 
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of that active and extenſive glory for which he was ſo much diſtinguiſhed: 
and for this vice, we muſt ſay with Sir wAL TER RALEIGH, as well as 


I remember, If Ap AM in his ſtate of innocence; DAvip God's choſen 
« ſervant; and SOLOMON, a man of the greateſt wiſdom, ſwerved from 
e their duty to the living God, through the love they bore to woman, 


< jt is not ſo wonderful as lamentable that men in all ſucceeding ages 


ce have, &c.” This great prince, who underſtood fo well what regarded 
the good of the ſociety, could hardly exclude the religion he profeſſed 
from the ſyſtem of his politics; and we may charitably preſume that he, 
like DAVID, made his peace with heaven. 


He was often ſeen to weep when he ordered executions, Miſs HAM- 


BLETON , a maid of honour to the empreſs CATHERINE, had an ameur 


which at different times produced three children : ſhe had always plead- 
ed fickneſs, but PETER being ſuſpicious, ordered his phyſician to attend 
her, who ſoon made the diſcovery : it alſo appeared that a ſenſe of ſhame 
had triumphed over her humanity, and that the children had been put to 


death as ſoon as born. PETER enquired if the father of them was privy 
to the murder; the lady inſiſted that he was innocent, for ſhe had al- 
ways deceived him, by pretending they were ſent to nurſe. Juſtice now 
called on the emperor to puniſh the offence. The lady was much belov- 


ed by the EMPREss, who pleaded for her: the amour was pardonable, 
but not the murder. PETER ſent her to the caſtle, and went himſelf 


to viſit her; and the fact being confeſſed, he pronounced her ſentence 


with tears, telling her that his duty as a Prince, and God's vicegerent, 
called on him for that juſtice which her crime had rendered indiſpenſ- 
ably neceſſary, and therefore ſhe muſt prepare for death. He attended 
her alſo on the ſcaffold, where he embraced her with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs mixed with ſorrow: and ſome fay, that when her head was ſtruck 
off, he took it up by the ear whilſt the lips were yet trembling, and 
kiſſed them ; a circumſtance of an extraordinary nature, and yet not in- 
credible, confidering the peculiarities of his character, 


* Some call this lady MACKENZY. 


How 
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How generous was his conduct to the sw DIS priſoners after the battle 
of poLTowa ! He ſtruck one of his own officers for ſpeaking diſreſpect- 
fully of the king of sweDEN®, and faid to him, Am I not a king, and 
e might not my fortune have been the ſame as that prince's?” but what 
a profuſion of ſound politics was diſplayed in his taking his ſword from 


his own fide, and preſenting it as a token of his favour to the SWðW ——] G 


DISH general RENCHILD, upon the occaſion of that general's ſaying, 
that though the king his maſter had ated contrary to his opinion, yet 
| he thought himſelf bound, as a faithful ſubject, to obey his commands. 


As it is the cuſtom with us to interrupt converſation by drinking 


healths at table, in RuUss1A they add alſo another impertinence, by their 


ſervants offering wine whether you aſk for it or not. PETER was in warm 


diſcourſe with admiral APRAxIN, when the vice-admiral SENAvIN pre- 


ſented him with a falver of wine; the emperor impatiently threw back his 
arm, which neceſſarily overſet the ſalver, and ſtruck the admiral, and 


then purſued his diſcourſe as if nothing had happened; afterwards recollect- 


ing himſelf, he aſked the admiral ARAxIx if he had not ſtruck ſomebo- 
dy; © yes, ſays he, your majeſty has ſtruck the vice-admiral sENAvin; 
<« tis true, he was in the wrong for interrupting your majeſty, but he is 


< a very honeſt man and a brave officer,” PETER then reproached himſelf 


for ſtriking an officer of that rank, ſent for him immediately, begged 
his pardon, kiſſed him, and the next day ſent him a preſent. 


VALENSKY, who had a command in the PERSIAN expedition, had been 
once beaten by PETER's orders, miſtaking him for another. Well, lays 
« PETER, I am ſorry for it, but you will deſerve it one day or other, and 
< then remind me that you are in arrears with me;” which accordingly 
Happened upon that very expedition, and he was excuſed, 


Thus did this great prince temper the natural impetuoſity of his diſ- 
poſition with the utmoſt tenderneſs and regard to thoſe who deſerved well 
of him. It is known that he himſelf ſubmitted to enter his name as a pri- 
vate man in the army he raiſed, that his greateſt ſubjects might have 


To this purpoſe we may remember the ſtory of the PERSIAA ſoldier, who was told, © Sir, you 
Hare paid to fight againſt ALEXANDER, not to rail at him. 
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no expectations of any other advancement than what ſhould be due 
to their merit. He had moſt experience as a general, but his favou- 
rite paſſion ſeemed to incline to the marine; and he more than once 
appeared Id cod as a common pilot, and received an ENGLISH Crown 
and a cheeſe for bringing a ſhip from the bar to RON STADT. 


This prince had to contend not only with the perverſeneſs of the vul- 


gar; he found it neceſſary to teach the higheſt orders of his people to 


ſubmit to the wholſome reſtraints of good laws without reſpe& of per- 
ſons. GAGARIN, a ſenator, had been for ſome time governor of s1Br- 


RIA, where he had accumulated more than a juſt miniſterial fortune by 


indirect practices, particularly by oppreſſing the caravans paſſing to and 


from CHINA : at length he was brought to St. PETERSBURG, condemn - 
ed and hanged on a gallows erected oppoſite the ſenate houſe. Afﬀer a 


few days the ſenators begged that his majeſty would order the body to be 
removed, intimating that it was a ſcandal to their rank as ſenators. 
ce Yes, ſays the emperor, let him be taken down then, and hung up at 
<« the common gallows,” which was accordingly performed. 


The ſtory of his ſuppoſed intrigue with baron GoRTZ to invade ENG- 


' LAND, is mentioned by ſome hiſtorians; however that affair might 


be, he always denied it, but found matter of complaint againſt his 
vice-chancellor sCHAPIROFF, upon the examination of whoſe papers it 
appeared *, that during his miniſtry at the HAG ur, he had accepted a 
ſum of 10, ooo l. for the diſcovery of a ſecret; ſo that after cHñAPIROPF 
had been brought to the block, and his ſentence changed into baniſhment ; 
PETER having received this evidence of his miniſter's guilt, would have 
recalled him to execution, OsTERMAN, afterwards vice-chancellor, re- 
preſcnted to the emperor that as he had pardoned SCHAP FROFF, who 
had not been fince guilty of any freſh crime, ſuch an action would ſully 
his honour ; to which advice, offended as he was, this prince ſubmitted. 


WESTPHALEN, the DANISH miniſter at the RUSSIAN court, had ſent 
a remarkable piece of nzws to COPENUAGEN; PETER, by means of his 
miniſter in that city, procured wWESTPHALEN's own letter, and then 


As ſome confidently alert, 


challenged 
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challenged him upon the ſubject; wesTPHAL EN flatly denied that he had 
given any ſuch intelligence, till PETER produced his letter, upon which 
he very coolly replied, © I fee princes have long arms; your majeſty 
« knows very well the duty I owe to my own prince and country, was I 
ce in your majeſty's ſervice I ſhould conſult your intereſt with the fame 


« fidelity.” PETER, though extremely diſguſted, acquieſced in this 


defence. 


We muſt not be ſurprized that this prince, while he was only a pupil 
in the ſchool of true greatneſs, condeſcended to menial offices or low me- 


chanic employments, when only perſonal labour and perſonal knowledge 


could anſwer the end he had in view. In the height of his glory, and after 
the completion of his conqueſt, he had ſo entire a contempt of thoſe exter- 
nal circumſtances which ſometimes conſtitute the whole of a king, except 
the power annexed to royalty, that he ſeemed ambitious only of a ſove- 
reignty in ſoul, and to act rather than appear the king. He had an ex- 


treme diſlike to rich cloaths, and was never ſo well ſatisfied as in his re- 


gimentals *: he never wore but one ſuit of embroidery, and that for a 
ſingle day only. In the ſummer time it was his uſual cuſtom to drive 


about the ſtreets of St. PETERSBURG in a chair with one horſe, ſome- 


times with and ſometimes without a page. In winter he has been ſeveral 
times ſeen in a common hackney ſledge s. It would ſometimes happen 
that he had not the value of three pence in his pocket to pay the fare; and 


he has more than once aſked the loan of this money of any perſon whom 


he knew, and accidentally met; yet notwithſtanding theſe ſeeming impro- 
prieties, the ſuperiority of his genius ſupported the dignity of a great mo- 
narch; and it was by laying aſide pomp and ſplendor, which were un- 
eſſential to mis glory, that he appeared ſo much like a deity, in every 
place, almoſt at one and the ſame time. He was generally at his tribu- 


t A green cloth with a narrow gold lace, which is the richeſt cloathing in the army, and the x vs- 


SIANS as well as the Russ Ans are not permitted to wear any other cloaths than their regimentals. 


The EMPyREss however has made her ſea officers very fine, their cloaths being white cloth, and the 
captains have gold lace enough upon it to conſume a good part of their pay. s Theſe are in va- 
ive about 48. they are drawn by ſmall mean horſes, and driven by the commoneſt boors. 
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nals and public offices in the winter ſeaſon by five in the morning; and 
thus his perſonal attendance, and knowledge of buſineſs, taught his ſub- 
jects their reſpective duties, confined them to thoſe duties, and made the 
ſtate flouriſh, He was not contented without going to the bottom of - 
things, and therefore inſtead of making his people wait on him, he 
watched them, ſo that he was ſeldom to be found in the palace. Prince 
MENZZ Iko F had the charge of public feaſts for foreign miniſters, ſo that 
PETER ſpent no time in vain ceremonies; and as to his own diet it was 
rather coarſe than elegant. 


It is morally impoſſible that ſuch a country as Russ1A was, could be 
more ſpeedily reduced to a regular and conſiſtent plan of government : 
but the extremity of arbitrary power which had long ſubſiſted, and the 
unpoliſhed manners which had for ſo many ages prevailed, ſeemed to 
have eſtabliſhed a rule of as1aTIc policy, which PETER was not able 
or not willing intirely to deſtroy: this conſiſted in a ſort of connivance in 
the prince, in ſeeing the grandees pillage the lower claſſes of the people, 
according as their offices might afford them an occaſion; but when 
they had thus accumulated wealth, and rendered themſelves obnox- 
ious to the laws, their ſovereign came in for the plunder, either by de- 
grading the offender, or ſuftering him to ranſom one part by delivering 
up the other. 


But it 1s amazing that this great prince did not enter ſcriouſly into the 
conſideration of the bad adminiſtration of the laws, with regard to pro- 
perty and juſtice, till the very cloſe of his life, and in his laſt ſickneſs. 
The reſolution he then took, confined the determination of common cau- 
ſes to the term of eleven days, but it was no more than a flaſh of light 
which involves the traveller in greater darkneſs. Laws which are ſo ob- 
viouſly intended to ſupport the ſociety, are now in moſt parts of x u- 
ROPE fo perverſely wreſted to the purpoſes of lawyers, to the eternal 
reproach of CHRIST ENDOM, as to become the plague and diſtreſs of the 
virtuous; and the inſtrument of the moſt deteſtable conduct of the baſe 
and corrupt part of mankind : nor is there, I believe, a ſingle country 
in 


Chap. XXV. 


in all EUROPE, except PRUSSIA, either in limited or arbitrary monarchies, 


where this is not complained of as a moſt crying abuſe. Had this great 
prince lived a few years longer to ſway the Russ AN ſcepter, it is more 


than probable he would have long time ſince ſhewn the king of PRusslA 
that example, which this prince, who really deſerves to be called great, 
had he no other virtue, has given to all the other ſovereigns and nations 
of EUROPE, = 


After what I have obſerved of the condeſcenſions familiar to PETER 


the GREAT, the reader will not be ſuprized that he converſed with all 


ſorts of people of whom he could learn any thing uſeful, among whom. 


ſome of the ENGLISH and other foreign merchants were frequently his 
companions. He cat and drank with them, and was often godfather to 


their children; if his godchild died, he has even more than once attend- 


ed their funerals. He was very inquiſitive about trade, yet he confeſſed it 


was what he leaſt underſtood : but his eſtabliſhment of the commerce in 


St. PETERSBURG, and bringing the greateſt part of it from ARcHANGEL ; 
the premiums he offered to thoſe who ſhould find out new branches of 


trade; his ſetting up and encouraging new manufactories of linnen and hemp 


in his own country ; the great countenance he gave to foreign merchants, 
and many other ſuch like circumſtances, are certain indications that he 


underftood, in many inſtances, the means of advancing commerce as - 


well as the great end of it. 


This prince made even his pleaſures and amuſements ſubſervient to the 


important ends of his government. He had more than once received 
very melancholy proofs of the impatience of his ſubje&s under the re- 
formation which he had planned, and was now accompliſhing : this ren- 
dered him extremely ſuſpicious of them, As men's hearts are generally 


moſt open in their cups, he often drank with them liberally, ſometimes 


at court, and oftner at their own houſes. His manners ſeemed to be rude, 
in requiring even the ladies, upon certain occaſions, to ſwallow goblets 
of wine, or other ſtrong liquors, but in this he had his views: drinking is 
till the vice of RUSSIA, but in a more elegant manner than in paſt times, 
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He had frequent convulſive diſtortions of his head and countenance, 


contracted by a fright in his youth, upon an occafion when his life was 
in danger ; but in ſuch caſes it was always the rule of the company he 


was in, to look down, or a different way, and purſue their diſcourſe 


without ſeeming to regard him. 


To prevent a ſurprize or any attempt on his life, he would never lie 


alone: when he was not with the EMPRESS or other companion, he or- 
dered one of his chamberlains * to ſleep with him, which was an un- 
comfortable ſituation to them, as he was very angry if they awaked him; 
and in his ſleep he often graſped them very hard. 


What compleated his character as a maſter of exquiſite art and acute 


judgment, he diverted his people into a contempt of that ſordid ignorance, 


which for ſo many ages had reigned in this country, and which he now 


made it his taſk to baniſh. This could not be done more effectually than 
by ridiculing a ſuperſtitious reverence of the cuſtoms of their forefathers. 
With this view he ordered a great number of dreſſes of the ſeveral offi- 
cers of the crown and court as worn in paſt ages; and in theſe himſelf 


and his whole court appeared in maſquerade: thus exhibiting themſelves 
to the people under ſeveral comic figures, they diverted them into a per- 
ſuaſion that they were at leaſt as wiſe in their age, and in their appear- 
ances, as their fathers had been before them. 


This truly great prince was born the 11th of June 1672, and was the 
ſon of the 2 AR ALEXIS MICHAELOWITZ, by his ſecond wife NATALIA 
CARILOWNA NARISKIN ; and after being the wonder of the age in which 
he lived, he took his leave of this world the 28th of January 1725, leav- 
ing a character which will command the admiration of all ſucceeding ge- 
merations. 


* Whom the Russi A xs call pENSHICKS. 
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The firſt eſtabliſbment of the ENGLIsH factory in xussIA. The complaints 
F the merchants of GREAT BRITAIN, particularly the RUSSIA traders, 
with reſpect to forei gners obtaining acts of naturalization, without any 
intention of continuing in this kingdom. 


EFORE I take my leave of RussA, I ought perhaps to mention 
a circumſtance of ſome moment to my friends in that country, 
if not to this nation, The ENOTISsH factory in RUSSIA, as J have already 

had occaſion to mention, was firſt eſtabliſhed in AxchAN GEL, in virtue 
of a charter granted by king PHILIP and queen MARY, at the lame time 
that the CZAR IVAN WASSILOWITZ ſwayed the RUSSIAN ſcepter. 


This charter is of too extenſive a nature, either in regard to the crown, 
the RUSSIA company, or the BRITISH ſubjects at large, to be fully com- 
plied with, and is conſequently become in certain reſpects obſolete: it 
reſerves however in full force ſuch neceſſary authority as excludes all fo- 
reigners, except RUSSIANS, from a participation of the RUSSIA trade to 
GREAT BRITAIN and in virtue of the by-laws to which the traders ac- 
quieſce, the good government of the company is ſupported; a ſmall tax 

is levied for extraordinary occaſions, and for the charitable purpoſe of re- 
lieving poor ſeamen, and the widows of deceaſed mariners. 
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The factors employed abroad in the name of the Russ1a company, re- 
moved from ARCHANGEL to St. PETERSBURG, ſoon after PETER the 
GREAT founded that city, which he made the ſeat of the RussTLAN 
commerce. Among other particulars it is remarkable, that this factory 
has been for ſome time blended with foreigners, who in conſequence of 
their naturalization, have enjoyed a participation of the privileges and 
immunities of the company. The BRITISH factors ſaw this with impa- 
tience, and at length ſent their remonſtrances to their principals in Lox- 
DON, in conſequence of which an oppoſition was made to a bill * then 
depending before the parliament in behalf of a foreigner. This is a cir- 


11752. 
cumſtance 
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cumſtance in every reſpect intereſting, and about which there are a 
great variety of opinions: ſome particulars relating to the caſe of the 
merchants of GREAT BRITAIN reſiding at home, or in the BRITISn 
factories in foreign countries, with reſpect to perſons obtaining acts of na- 
turalization, without any purpoſe of continuing in theſe kingdoms, were 
printed, and of which I have preſerved ſuch extracts as ſerve as an in- 
troduction to the ſubject, viz. 


cc HE granting to ſtrangers all the privileges and immunities which 
= the conſtitution derives to thoſe born under its protection, and 
„ho have a mutual tie of duty and affection, has been ever regarded 
in all civilized nations, as a point of the higheſt importance to the 
ce public; as it plainly is in GREAT BRITAIN, where ſuch a participa- 
ce tion, in the birthrights of its ſubject, cannot be beſtowed but by the 
< legiſlature, that is, in effect, by the conſent of the whole kingdom. 


ce Whenever therefore this high and great favour is conferred, it muſt 
ee be preſumed to flow from juſt and weighty reafons; ſuch as eminent 
e ſervices actually performed by thoſe who ſeek it, or which may be ra- 
< tionally expected from them; and in this light, acts of naturalization 
<< are highly reaſonable, as they are apparently calculated for the public 
<< benefit; and arguments of this kind have been uſually ſuggeſted, when 
<« favours of this fort have been rendered more general, with a view to 
« invite into this country foreign proteſtants of eaſy fortunes, ſkilful in 
commerce, capable of introducing or improving manufactures, or, in 
« a word, fit to become uſeful members of the community; into which 


they are received in the moſt ſolemn manner, and become intitled to all 
ce that is dear and valuable to ENGLISHMEN. 


ATheſe motives, ariſing from reciprocal advantages, have been eſteem- 

< ed fo wiſe and equitable, that acts of naturalization ſo founded, have 
been ever conſidered as tending highly to the advantage of this nation, 
and more eſpecially to the mercantile intereſt ; which has certainly 
« reaped very ſignal and indiſputable advantages from them; as is parti- 
<* cularly manifeſt from numbers of opulent families now ſubſiſting in 
« theſe 
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* theſe kingdoms, that were originally invited, fixed or eſtabliſhed here, 
te in virtue of ſuch wiſe and ſalutary laws. 


 * But this being the caſe, it is not eaſy to foe how the ſame benefits, 
* or any other adequate to them, can ariſe from particular or general acts 


_ © of naturalization, where the privileges granted to ſtrangers are not in 


ce ſome meaſure reſtrained to their reſidence within the BRITISH domini- 
ce ons; and this, from the laſt bill for ſuch a general naturalization, ſeem- 
« ed to have been the ſenſe of the legiſlature from a Clauſe evident! ly 
<« founded upon this reaſoning, 


«The naturalizing foreigners, and thereby giving them a title to all 
< the privileges of BRITISH ſubjects, without requiring from them the 
ce plain and natural equivalent of reſiding here, puts it in their power to 
ce ſettle in foreign countries, with all the advantages due to the ſubjects 
« of GREAT BRITAIN; and thereby affords them an opportunity of 
t ſerving their own countrymen, and indeed foreigners of all nations, at 
* the expence of GREAT BRITAIN, without any the leaſt advantage ac- 
ce cruing to this nation. 


«© With reſpect to foreigners thus naturalized, and eſtabliſhed as factors 


ce abroad, we are not led, either from reaſon or experience, to conceive, 
ce that they can have any particular attachment to the intereſts, or any 
cc real zeal or rooted affection for the welfare of GREAT BRITAIN ; but 


<« mult be chiefly governed by that principle of ſelf-intereſt, which origi- 


* nally led them to ſeek ſuch privileges, of which they might avail them- 
« ſelves, in conſequence of thoſe treaties and alliances concluded with the 
« crown of GREAT BRITAIN, and by which many valuable immunities 

« and indulgences are ſecured to her ſubjects; equivalents for which are 
e and will be always expected from the BRITISH nation. Theſe may 

« frequently occaſion a public expence, and that expence muſt be raiſed 

ce by taxes on the natives of this iſland ; but theſe naturalized foreigners 

<« reſiding abroad, do not in the leaſt contribute to them. Foreigners un- 

ce der theſe circumſtances are then more favoured than the natives. 
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“The arguments in favour of unreſtrained acts of naturalization to fac- 
<« tors abroad ought to be extremely clear and convincing ; for in Russ1A, 
« and perhaps in other countries, it is difficult, if not impracticable, to 
ce make the natives underſtand how the people of any other country, can 
e become ENGLISHMEN, or BRITISH ſubjects, and, by that means, en- 
< titled to the privileges that by treaties are ſtipulated to us. Thus ſuch 
ce treaties may be rendered very precarious, the dignity of the nation 
* weakened, and the conduct of ſuch foreigners ſubje& us to diſputes 
ec and i inconveniencies, which otherwiſe might never have ariſen. 


*The act of navigation, that wiſe and ſalutary law, which has been 
« the bulwark of the BRITISH commerce, breathes a ſpirit that would 
« incline us to think the ſame regard ought to be had to BRITISH ſub- 
ce jects, as to BRITISH bottoms ; and that all imaginable precaution ſhould 
« be taken to ſecure the advantages ariſing by a commiſſion on the ſale 
c of the commodities and manufactures of this iſland, to their natural 
cc proprietors and native ſubjects; more eſpecially at a juncture, when 
ce there is nothing more evident, than that all the nations in EUROPE 
ce have opened their eyes to the advantages of commerce. 


« The queſtion then is, if upon this principle we ought to be very 
cc circumſped i in beſtowing the privileges of ſubjects on thoſe who were 
te yeſterday our rivals, without any ſecurity that they will not become 
« the ſame to-morrow? To this we may alſo add, that as there was 
* a time when the whole of our traffic was engroſſed by LoMBARDs, 
© merchants of the $STEEL-YARD, members of the HAN SE TowNs, and 
other foreigners, if we ought in common prudence to avoid every thing 
e that may bring us into a like ſtate again? 


The connexion which the nation has with foreigners, and the advan- 
tages confeſſedly derived from them, has made a deep impreſſion on the 
minds of ſome of the greateſt men in this kingdom; but general views 
of things do not always give the mind that light and ſatisfaction as a par- 
ticular object which it can more eaſily graſp, and from thence with the 
greater facility enlarge itſelf, and take. in others of a ſimilar nature. Let 
us then examine the particular caſe which gave occaſion to theſe remarks. 


« The 
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<« The amount of the reaſons againſt any reſtrictive clauſe in the acts of 
ce naturalization of foreigners as factors in Russ rA, was this, that the 
treaty of commerce between the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and RUs- 
SIA, is really a matter of no great moment, and that the figure which 
the ENGLISH make in RUSSIA, is owing to their aſſociation with foreign- 
ers in that country, A further argument was, That foreigners ſituated 
te in RUSSIA are under peculiar diſadvantages to all other foreigners, or 
ce even what they themſelves would be if ſituated in any other country; 
te not by any particular law of the legiſlature, but from a partial regula- 
ee tion of the RUSSIA company, by which each member is reſtrained by 
ce virtue of the oath taken upon his admiſſion to his freedom, from giv- 
ce ing any commiſſions to any perſon not free of the company; and that 
<« freedom is never granted but to BRITISH born and naturalized ſubjects; 
from whence it is deduced that the trade is a monopoly. 


Thus becauſe the Russ 1A company do not give up to foreigners the 
benefits of the RUssIAN trade with GREAT BRITAIN, therefore their 
charter is hurtful to GREAT BRITAIN. Now it is evident that there 
cannot be a trade where a greater liberty is open to the natives of a coun- 
try than this in queſtion. The RussrAx markets are always well ſuppli- 
ed, each trader purſuing his own inclination to import, and his own opi- 
nion concerning the riſe and fall of markets, and the opportunities of 
ſale: I have known BRITISH houſes in St. PETERSBURG that for ſeveral 
ſucceſſive years have had from 40 to 100 bales of cloth remaining over 
the annual demand. The credit given the RussiAxs is never leſs than 

12 months, unleſs in ſmall articles, and it is often extended to 15 and 
1 18 months, and the prices of gaods are as low as poſſible for the mer 
chant to receive a living profit. 


There are no monopolies or excluſive privileges aſſumed by the 
RUSSIA company, nor any rule of conduct eſtabliſhed, which has the 
| leaſt appearance of being injurious to this nation; for any natural born 


proteſtant ſubject may, for 51. take his freedom of the company, go 


* A paper publiſhed in 1752. 
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into RUSSIA, and eſtabliſh a houſe of buſineſs, under the protection of 
the BRITISH crown. The ENGLISH merchant may alſo conſign goods to 
any perſon who is a native of RUSSIA, or a ſubject of GREAT BRITAIN, 
remembering that the advantage in favour of the BRITISH ſubjects in Rus- 
SIA, according to the 27th article of the treaty of commerce is about one 
third part in the cuſtoms of ſoldiers cloths , VoRKSHIRES ® and flannels. 
Nor is there any reſtraint with regard to the markets of theſe kingdoms, for 
any RUSSIAN as well as freeman of the company, may ſend Russ1AN goods 
into ENGLAND; he is only to pay the aliens duty, as eſtabliſhed by law *. 
The law of nations, the right of reciprocal protection, and the laſt ar- 
ticle of the treaty do, I apprehend, make the xussIANs entirely free to 
trade to this country. Some RUSSIAN merchants have actually been here, 
but finding they could not diſpoſe of their goods in a ſatisfactory manner, 
nor live near ſo cheap as at home, they returned to-their own country. 


| Beſides this favour in the cuſtoms, the BRITISH factors in St. pETERS- 
BURG eſteem it a valuable privilege, that in all caſes where they are de- 
fendants, particularly that of bankruptcy, their affairs are cognizable by 
the college of trade, and their books ſacred to the inſpection of four re- 
putable merchants, appointed by that college. In many caſes alſo, where 
they ate plaintiffs, they apply to the college of trade; but their common 
ſuits and demands for money of the RussTAx merchants, have been for 
ſome years transferred to the magiſtracy *. 


With regard to the quartering of ſoldiers in kuss 1A, the BRITISH 
ſubjects are indulged in a peculiar manner, and no doubt it ought to be 
deemed a favour, under a military government to be exempt from it. 
This privilege however was more ſacred and more conſiderable formerly 
than of late years. I have myſelf oppoſed attempts made by the officers 

of the police to oblige me as a tenant to find quarters. I do not know 
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that theſe attempts have yet ſucceeded againſt tenant or landlord, but if 

1 Coarſe cloths ſo called. »& thick coarſe cloth. » This duty amounts to 3s. 4 d. 
on a tun of hemp, or about 2 per cent. on the preſent value of hemp, at 23 l. per tun, which in ge- 
neral terms is provided for in the treaty of commerce. o This was a moſt ignorant and corrupt 


tribunal, and a ſhame to the xuss1aw nation in my time; but if it ſhould continue the ſame, it is in 
the power of the factors to repreſent this grievance. ch 
S 
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the landlord is compelled to find quarters, and the rent is raiſed on this 


account, the tenant ought to complain; for we conſider it not only as the 


ſpirit of the treaty, that BR IT IsH ſubjects ſhall enjoy an entire exemption 


from quarters, that is, that the landlord not being chargeable with it, the 


tenant ſhall have his rent ſo much the cheaper. This muſt be the ſenſe of 


the 16th article, or it means nothing; for who can imagine it ſhould be 
deemed a favour to a BRITISH government, that common ſoldiers may 


not fit in the compting- houſe of a BRITISH merchant in Russ 1A? 


How cautious the Russ 1Axs are of being laviſh of any eſſential part 


of the treaty appears by this; that in order to aſcertain the legality of 


property, when a BRITISH ſubject firſt appears in the cuſtom-houſe of 
St. PETERSBURG, the officers demand a certificate of his majeſty's con- 


ſul, that the perſon is really what he pretends to be, and without it they 
will not clear his goods. 


In what manner this treaty of commerce is conſidered by the Russ1- 
Ads may be deduced from the embaſſy of monſieur pz pitv, at the 
RUSSIAN court in 1745. It was generally reported, and I believe it is 
true, that his chief buſineſs was to negotiate a treaty of commerce on the 
behalf of his maſters, the ſtates of the uv IT ED PROvINCEs, on the plan 


of that of GREAT BRITAIN; but certain it is, that he did not accom- 


pliſh any ſuch treaty : and if. ſo able and fo favoured a miniſter. could not 
procure this privilege for his countrymen, the Russ1ANs certainly meant 
not that the advantages they grant to BRITISH ſubjects ſhould become 
general; ſo that naturalizations granted to foreigners in RussIA tend to 
enervate the treaty of commerce, and may at len gth render it con-- 


temptible. 


The RUSSIANS know very well, that the Ex Ol IsH were the firſt that diſ- 
covered ARCHANGEL; that they had an excluſive privilege of trade to Rus- 


SIA in the reign of queen ELIZABETH; that PETER the GREAT, whoſe 


maxims of government are juſtly dear to them, always ſhewed adiſtinguiſh- 
ed regard to the ENGLISH merchants, and even at the time that the politics 


ef the two nations did not intirely coincide ?, he gave them his royal word, 
that 


»-Some difference with his late majeſty, as elector of xanoves. 
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that at all events they might conſider themſelves as under his peculiar care 
and protection: this I have been aſſured by one who was familiar with 
his imperial majeſty. The RussAaNns are alſo ſenſible of the political as 
well as of the commercial intereſt of the two nations, and conſider this 
country, and I hope will always confider it, as their hereditary friend a. 
As our extenſive commerce has reached every corner of the earth, the 
greater our ſupport is at home, the greater muſt our reputation be a- 
broad. Reputation is certainly no imaginary thing, but muſt be in ſome 

degree productive of good to our commercial intereſt, with relation to 
the ſpirit of commerce in our factors abroad. 


The BRITISH houſes in St. PETERSBURG have not only a trade to 
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, but to HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, SWEDEN, 
"HOLSTEIN, and ſeveral parts of GERMANY ; alſo to PORTUGAL, SPAIN 
and ITALY. this has ariſen from the connexions of their extenſive com- 
merce, intirely independant of naturalized ſubjects in R uss 1A. On the 
other hand, this is not the cafe with naturalized ſubjects :. There long 
has been, and I hope ever will be, an honourable diſtinction abroad, be- 

| tween us and other foreigners, both as BRIToNs and as merchants, not 
in the eſteem of the Russ1AaNs only, but of all other nations. Whether 
it is worthy of national obſervation or not, can be determined only from 
the nature of the ſubject; but it is apparent that the naturalization of fo- 

| } | |} NG reigners to reſide in RUSSIA, creates ill blood in the breaſt of his majeſty's 

Valk natural born ſubjects who are in that country: it would have created much 

more, but that there are but few of the naturalized factors who have not 


„ dard a. ao) r „ A - , I II—_— — * 


. 
| o ER S 
* 2 backer — 
— Y  —M_r— 
5 
» * D 


—̃ — 
4 — * ba 
-S — - 4 2 - . * "£7 . — > —2h 
— N 
— — — 
. — Ie Soy AT ———_ 


——_— 
— 
an 
r 


| 4 I remember the compliment A to this nation by the governour of A8 K ACHAN, 2 very inge- 
= nious man, whom I have mentioned in the courſe of theſe papers, ſpeaking to his friends in my pre- 
''1 = ſence, © You are to conſider, ſays he, the ENGLISH merchants in a different light from thoſe of any 

| other nation trading to this country; they are ſkilful, generous, humane, upright ; they extend 
«+ their commerce over the whole earth; and every country where they come is enriched by them. 
% The commodities they deal in are neceſſary, ſubſtantial, and of the greateſt uſe to the community; 
„and they take of more of the &uss1an commodities than all the other nations united.” 

I have heard the guss1an merchants occaſionally treat us with ridicule, by uſing a droll expreſſi- 
on, which ſigniſies, Are you a white-waſhed ENOGLIsmM AR :“ and a naturalized factor being in ſome 
diſtreſs, pleaded his being an ExOLisx ſubject, to vALEMSEZT, a miniſter of the empreſs anx c 
% You an ENGLISH ata ſays this miniſter, why, you was born in Casan, in the dominion of the 
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failed; had they conducted their trade with moderation and prudence, it is 
probable the B NT TISH commerce might have been intirely in their hands, 
and this nation nothing the better for the commiſſion on the ſale. of BRI- 
TISH-commodities, or on the purchaſe of thoſe of Russia. Beſides, is 
it not highly reaſonable to think that ſuch naturalized ſubjects would be 
leſs tender than the BRITISH factors, in regard to the prices this nation 
might pay for naval ſtores? 


F paſſed ſome years of my life at LISBON, where I obſerved that tlie 
FRENCH proteſtants in that place live in mutual harmony with the native 
ſubjects of this iſland ; and from the experience we have that their riches 
always center here, they are conſidered upon the ſame footing with other 
BRITISH ſubjects. The trading world is often ſuſpected of acting upon 
narrow principles; yet our factors abroad are not only for the moſt part 
loyal, but upon the compariſon of the ſeveral governments under which 


they live, with the excellent conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, they con- 


tract a patriot and diſintereſted ſpirit: but when from the ſtrongeſt e- 
vidence, they apprehend the intention of the legiſlature is defeated, 
and their own intereſt hurt at the ſame time, they are alarmed, and 
think it their duty to appeal to their country. The BRITISH factors 
in PORTUGAL are jealous of thoſe foreigners, who having obtained of 
the BRITISH crown a participation of the BRITISH birthrights, carry ALL. 
THEIR Wealth to any country except this iſland, where indeed their pa- 


ternal connexions do not center.. Many of the pox ru Al traders ſign- 


ed the petition already mentioned, the meaning of which is intelligible be- - 
yond diſpute, and ſeems to ſpeak the general ſenſe of the merchants of 
this metropolis, though so may be inclined, upon DIFFERENT PRIN-- 


CIPLES, to DIFFERENT SENTIMENTS, 


The BRITISEH factors in HAMBURG, have not one naturalized ſubject: 


amongſt them. The convention of the BRITISH HAMBURG compa- 
ny, with the regency of that city, will not admit any naturalized ſub- 
ject to a participation of the valuable immunities of that company, and 


Mr. MAINLEIGH, a great PORTUGAL trader, who has given eſtates to many HAMBURGHERS 


which 


in LISBON, can tell if any of them ever brought a ſhilling of it into this country. 
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which for a ſeries of years they have enjoyed with a moſt unblemiſhed 


reputation, And what could this nation gain by an admiſſion of natura- 
lized ſubjects into that factory ? It would be eaſy to prove, that whatever 
we play into their hands, is a loſing game to this country ; for I do not 
comprehend what they could give us in exchange. My reaſon for think- 
ing it is a loſing game is this with regard to the Russ1A factors, I know 
at this time eight or ten BRITISH ſubjects, I ſuppoſe there are more, who 
laid the foundation of their fortunes as factors in that country; and ſome 
of them are yet intereſted in houſes there. There is not one of thoſe 
perſons but has brought riches, more or leſs, and ſome of them, I believe, 
to a conſiderable amount, to the national ſtock of this country, and are, 


I have great reaſon to think, good members of the community, On 


the other hand, I have ſeen a liſt of 24 foreigners, many of whom 1 
know perſonally, who within theſe 25 years have been naturalized; and 


of all this number, in all this time, only one ever came into this king- 


dom, and he had particular connexions with a BRITISH ſubject. It muſt be 
obſerved, that it was only 2 5 years ſince any naturalization reached Russ 1A, 
the trade then was not ſo conſiderable as it is now, nor had our people 


eſtabliſhed themſelves there under the ſanction of ſuch a treaty as the preſent. 


We are jealous of weakening ourſelves by the want of foreign aids ; but 
to think ourſelves dependant in caſes where our intereſt in one light is ap- 
parently wounded, is it not to weaken ourſelves for fear of being weaken- 
ed? Not to confound things of a different nature under one name, it 
muſt be obſerved that the circumſtances of naturalized ſubjects at home, 
under this government, and entitled to enjoy all the good, and ſubject to 
ſhare in all the evils which befal the ſtate, are very different from thoſe 
of perſons who participate of the advantages which this nation en- 
Joys abroad. The intention of naturalization no doubt is the benefit of 
this ifland; and if there are caſes in which naturalizations are not at- 
tended with any benefit, but on the contrary proſtitute the honour of the 
nation, enervate its influence, and counteract its native ſubjects; it 
ought to be preſumed that ſuch caſes have not been ſet in a proper light. 
The FRENCH proteſtants have indeed ſtrong connexions with this iſland, 

their 
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their parentage, their intereſt, or the protection they receive, induce them 
to conſider this as their proper home, and conſequently they are entitled 
to all the regard which we can ſhew them, 


If experience 1s the beſt guide of life, it is that which muſt teach us 
whom to receive into our breaſts as friends, and whom to reje& in the 


commercial light we now confider the ſubject, as no friends to this 


country. By what rule can we judge better than by obſerving thoſe people 
who return our kindneſs with gratitude; and thoſe who forget the benefits 
they receive ? 


If our FIRST concern ought to be for our own children; it ought then 
to be conſidered how many ſons of tradeſmen, merchants, gentlemen, 


and even noblemen, are loſt to their parents, their country, and their Gop, 


for want of employment! Merchants are no where more HoNoURABLY 
eſteemed than in this country ; but they often lay the foundation of that 
knowledge for which they are eſteemed, in diſtant climes ; and ſhall we en- 
courage foreigners to take their place? There cannot be more trade carried on 


than a country will bear: it will uſually employ ſo much money; ſo many 


hands, and no more. Do we want money in this nation to carry on our 
trade? by no means. It is true, the national intereſt is already very low, 


perhaps it will be lower ſtill, and what will be the conſequence but that we 


muſt throw more money into trade, and extend our ſettlements and com- 
mercial intereſt over the earth, as much as poſſible ? Why ſhould we en- 
courage foreigners to do any thing for us abroad, which we can do better 


ourſelves ? What circumſtances ſhould we be in, if all our factors abroad 
were foreigners ? What tie, or what ſecurity could we have of their in- 
tegrity in the ſale of our commodities, much leſs in the promotion of 


national manufactures in oppoſition to thoſe of other countries, or zeal 
in the purchaſe of the commodities of the countries where they reſide, if 


they left us no pledge of their fidelity, nor ſpent any "mt of their lives 


in this iſland ? 


On the other hand, what riches do not our factors bring home ! How 


many conſiderable men have not we in this metropolis from LISBON! 
Vol. II. — * Who 
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Who can be ignorant of the wealth that has been brought here by EAST 
1NDIA factors? Are not theſe great national objects? ITALY, sPAiN, and 
other countries, are ever ſending us new recruits to our commercial ſtrength, 


ariſing from factorage. But there is yet a further reaſon which occurs: 


let the warmeſt advocates for general naturalizations, without any diſtinQi- 
on of perſons, profeſſions, or reſidence, conſider how deſtructive ſuch na- 
turalizations are to our GENERAL SYSTEM OF NATURALIZATION AND 


NATIONAL PROFIT. If we give to foreign proteſtants abroad that which 


ſhould invite them hither, we may even prevent their coming to us. By 
being laviſh of our beneficence we ſeem to be ſufficiently paid by their 
acceptance of it, without any regard to the return which they are to make 


us. For what foreigner, ſeeing us ſo prodigal of our bounty in a caſe 


of this nature, which he knows to be injurious to the natural born ſubjects 
of this iſland, can, in proportion as it is beneficial to himſelf, entertain any 
other opinion than that we do not pretend to purſue our own intereſt ? 


The original intention of naturalization being confeſſedly the benefit 
of this nation, where there is the leaſt ground of ſuſpicion that the party 
going abroad means not to add any thing to the national advantage, ought 


he not in ſuch a caſe to declare on what principles he pretends to the 
favour in queſtion; and if it ſhould appear that he deceived the legiſla- 
ture, would not ſuch a reſentment be due as at leaſt to refuſe a com- 


pliance ? 


If a reciprocal regard to the intereſt of this nation, is the ſole motive 
of the invitation given to foreigners who refide here; and if by their reſi- 
dence they do in fact give us the earneſt of a grateful return; is there no 
ſecurity to be aſked of thoſe who do not ſo much as pretend to live a- 
mongſt us, nor give us any kind of equivalent? The very expectation of 
advantage from them is diſtant, remote, confuſed, and perhaps utterly 
unintelligible. The injury is obvious to demonſtration, and is actually 
complained of by thoſe who feel it, whoſe intereſt is common with that 
of the whole nation. 


The 
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The reader to whom the ſubje&t is new, muſt now be informed 
that the merchants and Russ 14 factors at length obtained the thing 
they aſked, by fixing the time of abſence to the naturalized foreign- 
er already mentioned, to three years, and then to reſide three years 
alternately in this country, or to become an alien: but this was a tem- 
porizing accommodation of the matter, and does not ſeem to anſwer the 
full intent of the legiſlature. Upon the principle that this reſtrictive clauſe 
will produce the end propoſed, it might become a rule of conduct to the 
nation in fimilar caſes of naturalized factors. As a trading nation we 
might be yet more indulgent to thoſe, whoſe connexions are nearly equal 
with the common ties of the natural born ſubjects ; but let us conſider 
diſpaſſionately, how dangerous it is in politics to enter very deep into re- 


finements of this ſort, either immediately to advance the intereſt of a na- 


tion, or to prevent an injury which may be more remote. | 


The object moſt dear to an honeſt man is the real happineſs of his 


country. This principle being laid down, let us confider what means 


are moſt effectual to obtain this end in a direct view. We ſee one 
of the wiſeſt princes in EUROPE uſing his utmoſt endeavours to bring 
people into his country; as we deſire to engage foreigners who can 


bring riches, arts, or induſtry, to come to this iſland, He gives them 


lands and great immunities; he has brought 20,000 into his capital in a 
few years : but he is far from extending thoſe privileges to perſons out of 


his dominions. With regard to ourſelves, the fame reaſons that induce 


us to. give encouragement to people to come to this iſland, may be a ſuf- 


ficient motive not to give it out of theſe dominions, and under foreign 


juriſdiction. If we carry our views fo far as to give foreigners abroad, a 
POWer of taking a ſhare in what Our Own people poſſeſs, without any ſe. 


"gurity of the leaſt return from ſuch foreigners, nay, where all appear- 


ances make againſt any return, do we not counteract our own principle? 


If it is urged, that a nation cannot be ſaid to confer a favour, which 


by reſtrictions is rendered leſs valuable; I do not apprehend, without being 
QUIXOTS in politics, what it is we mean by theſe words, for I ſuppoſe 


intereſt is the obje& in purſuit. As to weakening the influence of natura- 
lization, by which commerce is intended to be promoted ; this alſo ſeems 
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to prove nothing more than that we ſhould run all hazards, rather than 
loſe any poſſibility of getting a ſubject who is a foreigner, though at 
the expence of a ſubject who is a native. It is faid that naturalization 
without limitation, has, after an indefinite abſence, brought foreigners in- 
to this country who might not otherwiſe have come. It would be well 
worth examining if this is true, and who ſuch perſons are, and what 
were their inducements to ſettle here, before this argument can be an- 
ſwered : for when they do in fact come, we receive them with open arms; 
and we ought to countenance and encourage thoſe who Mar ſettle here, 
if we do not pay too much for it. But I do not comprehend that here 
are any ſettlements of ſuch weight as to eſtabliſh a rule of conduct in 
oppoſition to our commercial intereſt, as it appears in a direct view. The 
Caſe before us is foreign to the countenancing of ſtrangers, who ſet out 
upon a principle of DESIGNING to ſettle in this iſland, I fay Fortien 
To SUCH PRINCIPLE; for though many FRENCH proteſtants have come 
here, after being as long abroad under the protection of the crown of 
GREAT BRITAIN, as they pleaſed, yet ſtill the matter will reſt on this 
iſſue, Are we ſo fond of naturalization as to give a power. to foreigners 
WITHOUT DISTINCTION, to ſupplant our own people, where experience. 
teaches us we have no juſt grounds to expect any ſuitable returns ? 


It cannot be too often repeated, that we ought to be cautious of curb- 
ing in any degree the inclinations of the natural born ſubjects in regard 
to commerce ; or of damping that ſpirit and application to trade, on which 
is founded the opulence of this nation, and its ſtrength and influence as 
a maritime power. And whilſt intereſt is the great incentive to human 
actions, and particularly actions of this kind, I think it is apparent that 
the more we interpoſe to countenance foreigners in commercial de- 
ſigns, in caſes not demonſtrably beneficial to this country; the more we 
deprefs the ſpirits of our own merchants, who confeſſedly do advance the 
intereſt of the nation: and this diſcouragement may extend not only in 
regard to their being deprived of thoſe profits which immediately accrue 
from the ſhare ſuch naturalized foreigners have in their trade, but alſo to 
a jealouſy of being intirely ſupplanted in the courſe of time, 


May 


— 
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May it not be queſtioned what prejudices would this nation receive, 
if no naturalized ſubject till he has reſided here ſeven years, nor the chil- 


dren born abroad of perſons already naturalized, their parents not having 
lived in his majeſty's dominions for the ſame number of years, were re- 
ceived abroad as factors or merchants in common with native born ſub- 
jects? If it can be demonſtrated that ſuch prejudice will be greater than 


any that can be proved on the other fide the queſtion, there is no room 


for a debate; but if it can be made appear that it is only equal, the ſcale, 


we may expect, will turn in favour of the native ſubject; much more 


if the prejudice is againſt the latter; for this plain reaſon that the national 
and mercantile intereſt are but two words for the ſame thing. The impar- 


tial reader will conſider the argument, not the writer, if I am ſuſpected 


of intereſt where I have no other view than national benefit; yet the real 
truth can receive no diminution. I hope that will be done which is moſt- 


for the intereſt of my country, be it what it will. 


PART 


— — 
* 4 * * 
= Ko 
& — "i I” . - - 
— — — 4 
Ee IRE 
— | IS = > 


1 — 


— 


4 — 4 * * 


as. hs IT OO OP "SS 


Fr 


Ll d . 
} q 
[] 
y o 
- ++ 
4 
U 
[ ” 
* þ b l 
. . 
| 4 
b = f 
5 [2.5 » 
' k 7 0 
' y 
' 1 1 
, | * 
1 4 
l 
| ny i 
= 
* 
* 
vs 
| » 
=> => WM = 
T , 
: \ 


53 „re 


1 


* . we} = — 3 


——— 


_ 4 - 


: ER. 2 "—— = — 
C3 
ag 6 _ _ . 8 
3 _— K —— 2 FEES] — — — o — = 
#7 a IF * — 
J ²˙ ͤ % ] . „4. 


( 166 ) 


PART ML 
TH E 
AUTHOM LTETURN 
5 : THROUGH 


GERMANY AND HOLLAND TO 
ENGLAND. 


CH A mL 


The author leaves St. PETERSBURG in Fuly 1750. A ſuccinct view of the 
EMPRESS'S palace af PETERHOFF, and the road to it. A particular 
account of CRONSTADT and the RUSSIAN navy. A deſcription of 
REVEL and its trade, with reflections on the interment of human bodies 
in churches. The author purſues his voyage to DANTZ1G. 


HE frequent diſappointments which had for ſome time prevented 
my returning to my native country, increaſed my wiſhes for the 
happy hour which at length arrived. I had already travelled 

through L1voN1a, and the reports concerning COURLAND not inſpiring 
me with the curioſity of ſeeing it, I therefore reſolved to embark in a 
ſmall ſhip for DAN TZ 1G. 


July the gth, I left St. PET ERSBURG, and travelling near the banks of 
the NEA, for the moſt part in a ſandy road, I paſſed by the palace of 
STRELNA MUSA, Which is about 20 werſts from St. PE TERSBURG. It 
ſtands on an eminence, and commands an extenſive view of the gulph 
of FINLAND, near the mouth of the Neva. This was intended to be a 
more grand and elegant building than ETERHOF r; the gardens alſo were 

laid 
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laid out in a magnificent taſte, but the death of PETER the GREAT, to- 
gether with the badneſs of the foundation of this edifice, put a ſtop to the 
proſecution of the deſign: from thence to PE TERHOFF is 15 werſts. The 
preſent EMPREss has cauſed many of her courtiers to build country houſes 
on the ſouth fide of the road, which render the face of the country more 
agreeable. Among theſe the houſe and gardens of baron wol rr are moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for extent, beauty, and convenience. Theſe country houſes 
are for the moſt part built of wood, and very little expence is beſtowed 
on the gardens; the ſoil alſo in general is _— ſo that the whole 
makes but a faint impreſſion on travellers, 


Prenkmbee, as left by PETER the GREAT, was but a mean build-- 
ing; the preſent xMPREss has enlarged and beautified it very much. 
I have heard the waterworks compared to thoſe of vERSAILLES, with 


this diſtinction, that the waters of PETERHoOFF are ſweet. This palace: 


being ſituated on an eminence on the ſouth fide of the gulph of Fix- 
LAND, commands an extenſive proſpect of the water; it alſo takes in the 


iſland of CRONSTADT, about fix miles to the north weſt. The foreſt of 
maſts, which appear from the baſons in that iſland, during the ſummer 
ſeaſon, enlivens the proſpect, and gives the idea of a flouriſhing commerce. 


There is a great variety of ſcenes in PETERHOFF H; but as they are moſtly 


on a dead flat, and the walks made of ſand; this garden of fo great a po- 


tentate is incomparably ſhort of a s5TUDLEY or a BRAMHAM*, and many 


others of equal beauty in ENGLAND. From hence to ORENJENBAUN is a- 
bout 5 werſts: here the celebrated prince MENZIKOFF inhabited the palace 


which is lately fitted up for the great duke. Several of my friends having 
obliged me with their company thus far, I took my leave of them, and 
_ paſſing the gulph where it is about five miles broad, I arrived at c RON - 


STADT. 


Here I was detained for ſeveral days by foul winds and tempeſtuous 
weather, not common at this ſeaſon, ſo that I had an opportunity of 
examining one of the greateſt curioſities in the world of its kind, which 


is the dry dock, contrived by PETER the GREAT, This work, by the 


® Seats in YORESHIRE, 
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tength of time it has been in hand, and the alterations made by the dif- 
ferent directors of it, muſt have created a large expence. It reaches a- 
bout 700 fathoms, is 60 feet broad at the bottom, 80 feet at the top, 
and 40-feet deep, having flood-gates in different parts: it is intended to 


receive fourteen ſhips of the line of battle, to build or repair them dry, and 
afterwards float them off, There is a grand reſervoir, which was then 
almoſt dug 18 feet lower than the docks, and conſequently is near 60 feet 
deep ; and yet, to my great ſurprize, there were no ſprings which incom- 
moded the workmen. It is about 600 feet long, and 300 broad, and 


will contain about 16, ooo cubical fathoms of water, each 8 of 
340 cubical feet, which at 63 gallons each, make 140, 317 tuns. The 
| None which was employed in forming this dock being found exceeding 


periſhable, they now uſe a kind of flint, which has been lately diſcover- 
ed on the iſland, than which nothing can be more durable to all ap- 
pearance. 


The RUSSIAN naval power, which was carried to a great height 
ſo early as the reign of PETER the GREAT, appears to be ſufficient 
for all the purpoſes of that empire, and capable of ſupporting their 
new conqueſts on the BALTICK, ſhould the sWEDESs ever attempt to 
retake them by a naval power; though I believe the friendſhip of the 
BRITISH nation, as a maritime power, is no unpleaſing circumſtance to 
RUSSIA upon this very account. Their fleet conſiſts of 2 5 ſhips of the 


line, and 15 bombketches, fireſhips and frigates, of about 30 guns each, 


of which the greateſt part are kept in repair; and one, two, or three 
capital ſhips are built and launched every year at St. PETERSBURG *: but 
what gives a great weight to their naval ſtrength, is the numbers of their 
eallies, which carry from 100 to 300 men, of which only 6 or 8 are 
failors. Theſe are proper for the BALTICK in the ſummer; and as they 
draw but little water, they are formidable objects on an enemy's coaſt, as 
the SWEDES experienced in their war with PETER the GREAT. The 


RUSSIANS are computed to have near 10,000 ſeamen, of which above 


half generally live at cRonSTADT, and when employed as carpenters, 
or about ſhip affairs, are allowed proviſions, and ten copecks a day. The 


5 : harbour 
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harbour or wet dock, intended for the crown ſhips, will contain 80 men 
of war, and in that for the trade 2 50 merchant ſhips can be moored; 
but the latter havin 8 the deepeſt water, is "oftentimes preſerved for the 
* ſhips of war. . 


The iſland of cRonNSTADT is near 1 5 miles in circumference, but very 
barren ; 3 the town is computed to have near 25,000 inhabitants, includ- 
ing ſoldiers and failors : beſides. this there are only two or three ſmall 
villages for fiſhermen. Here is a palace built by PETER the GREAT, and 
about 25 large brick houſes, but the ſupport of them being expenſive, 


they are left uninhabited. | In this place pRTER the GREAT had formed 


a plan of fixing the trade, and deſigned to cut a canal near 20 miles 


long on the ſouth fide of the gulph, which would have paſſed through 


the garden of STRELNA MUSA. The intent of this was to provide a 
ſafe paſſage for barks loaded with the commodities of this country. 
However this project was hardly practicable, for it would be dangerous for 
large and heavy loaden barks to croſs from oRENJENBAUN to CRONSTADT ; 
but the common reaſon aſſigned for this great prince's declining this ſcheme 


is, that it would have prevented his breeding up the ſeamen, who are now © 
_ conſtantly employed during the ſummer ſeaſon in navigating deck d veflels 


loaden with merchandize from St. PETERSBURG to CRONSTADT. 


The 1 5th, the wind becoming fair, I embarked on the MARIA coxsTAx- 
TIA, a ſmall yatch belonging to DAN TZ IO, and after the ordinary ceremo- 
nies of ſearching the ſhip, and calling over the paſſports, we were ſuffered 
to depart. The next day we advanced the height of nocLanD, obſerving 
the ſeveral iſlands and rocks on the FINLAND ſhore. Being almoſt calm, 
we had a view of the iſland the whole day : there are but few parts of it 
capable of cultivation ; however it has a ſmall number of inhabitants on the 
eaſt coaſt, as alſo on the weſt, who are all miſerably poor. The russ1aN 
fleet being then at ſea, a ſloop belonging to the crown came out with us to 
examine if all the buoys and flags in the low water e, were in 
proper order. | ; 


The LUTHERAN ſeamen, as well as others of that religion, are great 


advocates for pſalm ſinging. I obſerved they modulate their voices to a 
Fot. H. Y tone 
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tone conſiſtent with pious thoughts, without that extravagant vociferation 
practiſed in ſome churches among proteſtants, and very contrary to the 
burleſque devotion of thoſe who make a difcordant babbling without ſing- 
ing at all. This ſeems to be a reproach to wealthy pariſhioners, in 


v hoſe breaſt it is to rectify this abuſe, by giving money to teach young 


perſons to ſing. In the ſeveral voyages I had made, this was the firſt 
in which I diſcovered any marks of piety among ſeamen : the ſtrongeſt 
profeſſion they generally n make of the being of a God, is that of ſwear- 


ing by his name. 


The ancalinefs I ſuffered by the ſea gckneſs made me rejoice at the ſight 
of REVEL, the capital of ESTONIA, where the maſter was engaged to 
touch. The 18th in the morning we went on ſhore, and were conduct- 
ed to vice-admiral BAUsE, commander of the port, of whom, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, it was neceſſary to aſk permiſſion to enter the town. 
This place, which 1s 50 leagues diſtance from St. PETERSBURG, ſubmit- 


ted to PETER the GREAT, by capitulation in October 1710. The plague 


had then raged with ſuch fury, that of 50,000 inhabitants, not 4000 
remained to receive their conquerors. The kussfANs did not immediate- 
ly enter the city, thouſands of dead bodies being yet unburied. This 
place having thus ſubmitted by capitulation, is taxed only with the ſup- 
port of a garriſon of 5000 ſoldiers with quarters, and 3000 ſeamen, with 
quarters, fire and candle, which may be reckoned an expence of four 
rubles a mand. Within the walls are about 600 houſes, containing near 
8000 ſouls :. the people ſeem to be formal and reſerved, but live in ſuch: 
great eaſe and ſecurity, that they might fleep with their doors open. In- 
duftry prevails ſo much here, that I was in more than one private family 
where they ſpun, dyed, and manufactured both in cotton and wool. 
Beſides the number of inhabitants already mentioned, there is a large 


ſuburb indifferently well peopled. 


This was formerly a free town, and one of the greateſt ports on the 
BALTIC, NARVA being its only competitor. The Russ1ANs then brought 
the produce of their own country, as well as that of PERSIA to this mar- 


>» Amounts to 68001. 


ket, 
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ket. The houſes, which are of the moſt durable materials, ſeem all 
prepared for the reception of merchandize, the firſt apartment into which 
one enters, appearing to be a large warehouſe. The trade of this town 
at preſent is but ſmall. The country abounds in corn, of which they 
have generally great magazines. They have formerly exported 14,000 
laſts, or 28,000 tuns ENGLISH, of all forts of grain, which, at a mode- 
rate computation, is worth 20 rubles a laſt. The swE DES uſed to take 
off great quantities, but ſince the laſt war, and the jealouſy which ſub- 
ſiſted between the two crowns, during the ſpace of three years, they 
had made no fale for exportation, except for the uſe of the RusslAx 
army. They have alſo exported 2 or 3000 ſchippounds of hemp and 
flax, The flax coming from about poReT is equal to that of MARI- 
ENBURG, 


The imports of this town conſiſt in about 300,000 rubles value in 
piece-goods and other neceſſaries for the conſumption of the town and 
province. Alſo about 2000 laſts, or 6000 tuns of falt, which is con- 
ſumed in the province for curing meat and fiſh, and eaten with bread, 
according to the cuſtom of the poorer ſort of people. The price of ſalt 
varies in proportion to the quality and quantity, from 33 to 44 dollars, of 
| 80 copeeks * per laſt of 18 barrels, and in theſe dollars they keep their 


accounts, The falt of 1vica is ſo much ſuperior in colour as well as 


in ſtrength, as to be 15 per cent. heavier in weight than the ſalt of sE- 


TUVAL f, and the grain ſo large, and produces fo ſtrong a brine, as to 


be 3o per cent. better in 15 They have alſo ſalt from the iſland of 


MAYo s, and from CAGLIARI ®; the laſt in ſtrength is equal to that of 


LISBON Or SE TUVAL, but atherwif much inferior, 


Great part of this city ſtands upon an eminence, and commands an 
extenſive proſpect, particularly towards the ſea, The ſtreets are neither 


broad nor regular : the houſes are lofty, having ſteep roofs to carry off 


© This weight is about 7 per cent. better than the x ussiAx BERQUEVIT2?. 4 Three ſhillings 
and ſixpence. © An iſland in the MEDITERRANEAN, near MAJORCA. A town in 
PORTUGAL, vulgarly wrote St. UBEs. s One of the cape de ver iſlands. * Capital 

of SARDINIA, | 
T3 ; the 
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the ſnow. The city is defended by outworks, a mote, and a wall a- 
bout 6 feet thick, and 40 high, with turrets every 60 or 80 yards; the 
walls ſeem to be very antient. This town is governed by the LAND 
R ATH, compoſed of the governor of the town, and twelve gentlemen 
or noblemen, who are a kind of ſenate. Theſe take cognizance of all 
matters relating to the province and to the nobility, and determine alt 
ſuits by a majority of voices; but there is a liberty of appeal to the col- 
lege of juſtice in St. PETERSBURG, 


The affairs of the town are governed by a magiſtracy compoſed of 
four burgo-maſters, three ſecretaries, and fourteen magiſtrates. The 
town Houſe is an antient building, but contains nothing remarkable ex- 
cept ſome paintings which are in great eſteem, as the judgment of soLo- 
MON, St. Joh the baptiſt beheaded, the trial of sus Ax NA, and our ſa- 
viour's ſentence of the adaltereſs. The city muſic, conſiſting of fix hands, 


entertains the populace from the windows of this building every ſunday 
and thurſday, from 11 to 12 at noon. 


Here are four LUTHERAN churches ie the citizens, and one for the 
a of the adjacent country; alſo two GREEK Churches for the uſe of 
the RusslAxs, whoſe number however is not great. The largeſt and 
moſt ſuperb edifice is the great church of St. oL Aus, the antiquity of 
which I could not learn: the many changes this province has undergone 
have deſtroyed their records, The only ornaments of it are .a few mo- 
numents and enſigns of honour of ſeveral noblemen and gentlemen of 
the province who had been interred in the church. This is alſo the com- 
mon burial place for a great part of the town, of which I had a very 
ſenſible proof, in the offenſive ſtench that aroſe from the pavement. 
The ſtones over the vaulted ſepulchres were of a prodigious ſize, fo that 
they were moſtly broken, The citizens of REVEL are extremely tenacious 
of their reſpective properties in the vaults, and entertain a ſuperſtitious 
reverence for the church, as a repoſitory of the dead. I could not help 
expoſtulating with my friend who conducted me, on the groſs abſurdity 
of injuring the living for the fake of the dead, or rather that the living, 
injure themſelves, from a fooliſh pride, or mere ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition. It. 

40 
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is however too common to ſee men ſlaves of cuſtom, violatin g the free- 
dom of their own minds in a fond preſumption of enjoying diſtinctions 


above the vulgar, even after death. The antients had their ſacred groves : 


for the interment of the dead, which is a cuftom yet obſerved in the 

eaſt, as I have had occaſion to mention. Mr. THOMAS CLAYHiILLs, a 

conſiderable perfon in this place, and the only ENGLISH merchant, en- 

tertained me with great hoſpitality and politeneſs, durin g my ſhort abode 
in this city, which was only one day. 


The 19th, we reimbarked, with a gentle gale at north eaſt, and ad- 
vancing about four leagues, we paſſed by RoGovixore, which has an 
open entrance and deep water, proper for ſhips of war ; theſe are advan- 


tages REVEL does not enjoy, for which reaſon the RussfANs talk of 


making their chief harbour in this place, but it will require a conſider- 
able expence of timber. The 2oth we reached the height of 6oTLAND: 
this iſland is about 70 miles long and 20 broad in the middle part, fal- 


ling near to a point at both ends. It has 18 towns and villages about four 


miles diſtance from each other: it belongs to the swWE pes, and was for- 
merly very rich, but has in time of war been often plundered by their 
enemies ; ſo that the inhabitants are not in the moſt flouriſhing condition, 
The 22d, we paſſed by the RusslAx fleet in the night, The next day 
we had hard gales of wind; I was furprized that the maſter kept no ac- 
count of his vnn, but he always gueſſed right when we ſhould fall in with 


any particular land. The 24th in the morning, having run near 200 


leagues from St. PETERSBURG, we happily arrived in the visruLA. 


C MH 4A PF. XXVIIL 


A remarkable occurrence at the mouth of the visTuLa. A ſhort account of 


1 


DAN TZz IO, farticularly the great LUTHERAN church, the arſenal, and 


fortification. Reflections on the conduct of count MUNICH .af DAN T ZTG. 


A the mouth of the visTuLA we ſaw a frigate of 20 guns, be- 
4 longing to the crown of swr DEN, the captain of which had that 


morning 
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morning thought proper to oblige the maſter of an ENGLISH merchant 
ſhip to ſtrike the pendant which he wore. The maſter thought this an ar- 
rogant impertinence of the sWwEDE, and acquainted all the other maſters 
of the ENGLISH veſſels with what had paſſed ; upon which they all let 


pendants fly in defiance of the WERDE. He perhaps was more in the 


right not to contend with them, than our people to trifle with a diſtinc- 


tion which is the prerogative of the nation; I mean the reſpect paid the 


royal ſhips of GREAT BRITAIN, as diſtinguiſhed by pendants. I could 
not help refleting upon what little incidents national animoſities often a- 


rife, and how critical ſome conjunctures are, in which a right judgment 


is required, that authority may neither be deſpiſed, nor ſtrained beyond 


its due limits. After a ſtormy night and extreme ſea fickneſs, I took my 


leave of the ſhip with great ſatisfaction, in order to purſue my journey 
by land. The visTuLa has two branches up to DANTz16, of which 
the deepeſt is formed into a canal, and machines are employed to deepen 
it by removing the mud; but veſſels drawing more than 10 feet muſt 
load at the mouth of the river. There is a caſtle about two ENGLISH 
miles from the town, which in itſelf does not appear to be ſtrong, though 


the ſhallowneſs of the water, and the boom which is ſet every night, 


anſwer the purpoſe of defence for which it was intended. From the 


caſtle we went up to the town in a TRECK SCHUYTE, Which plies at 
ſtated hours, : 


The houſes in DANTZ16 are for the moſt part of five ſtories, which 
makes the ſtreets appear the narrower, eſpecially as the entrance into the 


houſes is by four or five ſtone ſteps, and a balcony, both which make a 


projection of ten or twelve feet. They are very antient and ſtrong, and 
preſerved clean, after the manner of the noLLAxprRs, though with leſs 
nicety ; the number and cleanneſs of their glaſs-windows, have an ele- 
cant effect. Many of the ſtreets are planted with wild cheſnut- trees a- 
bout 3o feet high, which by the ſpreading of the leaf afford an agree- 
able ſhelter. Theſe trees are well known to have a large white flower, 
which riſes pyramidical, and makes a very agreeable appearance : but the 


inhabitants are more agreeable than the houſes, The women are much 


like 
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like the ENGLISH in their ſtature, countenance and air: they have the 
reputation of being. handſome, and indeed they are as much ſo as any I 
have ſeen, except thoſe whom they moſt reſemble. The bad ones make 
a market of their beauty in the worſt manner in the neighbouring coun- 
tries, where they are remarkably eminent in a profeſſion which is apt ta 
convert beauty into deformity, and health into diſeaſe. Women of diſtinc- 
tion affect the manner of the pol Es, ſo that the moſt reſpectful way of 
faluting a lady, is to kiſs her hand, if one does not chuſe to go fo low 
as the hem of her pettycoat, as practiſed by the common yoLEs. Thus 
what is politeneſs here, is an affront at NAPLEs, as the young GERMAN. 
lately experienced, whoſe wig was ruffled by the fair hand of a lady. 


In this place is an ENGLISH factory. I was received with great marks 
of kindneſs and hoſpitality by Mr. GIL BERT ROBERTS, and his nephew 
Mr. wILLIAM ROBERTS, and with no leſs politeneſs by Mr. 618s0N, 
who was lately charged with the affairs of the BRITISH court. They 
live here much after the manner of ENGLAND, and have regular clubs. 
I was very agreeably lodged in the BEGINE STRAss, at a houſe frequented. 
by ſeveral perſons of the beſt diſtinction, where we were often entertain 
ed with por 18H muſic performed by JEWS. 


It is eaſy to obſerve a republican ſpirit prevail i in this oreat trading City, 
and ſome efforts have been made to eſtabliſh this 8 of government; 
bur the protection of the crown of PoLAND, under which it now is, 
and the animoſities and intrigues of ſome of the citizens, rather throw 
them back than advance them in this point. I found the people here in 
great diſcord, occ aſioned by ſome arbitrary meaſures of the magiſtracy, 
which had been oppoſed by the burghers. The referring the affair to 
the court at wWARsAw would infallibly ſubje& both parties to a heavy ex- 
pence, and weaken that degree of independency which they had long 
enjoyed *. As this city has been more than once in- danger of becoming 


the prey of a conqueror, ſuch feuds are ſo much more to the diſhonour 
of the inhabitants, 


i This affair was at length ſettled, but not without the expence of ſame thouſands; 
This 
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This town is above three ExnGLIsH miles in circumference, and well 
fortified with lofty works, and a double ditch of water ; the part where 
it is weakeſt on the weſt ſide, can be eaſily laid under water. Theſe 
works require 12 or 1500 men to perform the common duty of a 
guard; but the town at preſent cannot afford above 700. By the civil 
behaviour of theſe ſoldiers to ſtrangers, one may eaſily obſerve a diſtincti- 
on between troops in the immediate pay of citizens, and of thoſe under 
crowned heads. 


Among the curioſities which engaged my attention moſt, was the great 
LUTHERAN church, which they reckon to be above 300 years old. The 
wars of GERMANY which at length eſtabliſhed proteſtantiſm in this city, 
have not however much changed the face of this church, for it was a- 
greed by treaties to leave it in the ſame manner as in the times of pope- 
ry, as to crucifixes, images, and pictures, &c. They ſhew a very cu- 
rious piece of painting on wood, being a repreſentation of the reſurrec- 
tion, done by VAN EYCK, about the year 1400. It is much admired 
by all connoiſſeurs, particularly for the hands and faces. They fay it 
is one of the firſt performances 1 in oil colours: the colouring, by the 

ſtrength of the varniſh, is yet perfect, and fo delicate that it will bear 
the niceſt inſpection. Our Saviour is here repreſented in judgment, 
with the ſword of juſtice, and the laurel of peace. On each ſide of 
bim are ranged the apoſtles; and below him, as upon the earth, the 
archangel MICHAEL in armour, ſupporting a ballance. On the ſide which 
preponderates, is a man with his throat cut, on the other the perpetrator 
of this act, whom the devils are ready to receive. They are ſuppoſed to 
have been two brothers, who were both painters, and that envy induced 
one to deſtroy the other. On the right ſide of the archangel MICHAEL 
are the bleſſed, of whom a great number are entering in proceſſion into the 
gates of heaven, repreſented by all the moſt enlivened embelliſhments of 
architecture. The angels are hovering over the architraves of the columns; 
the ſerenity of the countenances on one ſide, and on the other the horror 


and deſpair, with the variety of figures of devils in hideous forms, ren- 
der this piece very entertaining. 


The 
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The arſenal contains a good collection of arms, but as in moſt places 
of the like nature, it has alſo many which are old and uſeleſs. They 
pretend to be maſters of 150 large braſs cannon, of which I ſaw ſome 
ſaid to weigh each 15,000 lbs. The arms of this city are two croſſes un- 
der a ducal crown ſupported by two lions. 


Within the double works which defend the town, is a ſpacious walk, 
and a road for coaches ; my curioſity carried me to the exterior parts to 
view the hillock, under which are depoſited the bodies of near 5000 
RUSSIANS, Who in one morning fell by an obſtinate attack commanded 
by count Municn. The DANTZ1GERsS in 1734, having eſpouſed the 

_ cauſe of $TANISLAUS in his competition with Abo us Tus elector of sAx- 
ov, procured a garriſon of foreign troops to the number of 10, ooo 

men. General Lacy, who commanded the russ1an troops which 

were ſent in behalf of aucGusTus, knew the ſituation of the town, and 
that the point in view by no means required a great hazard of the Rus- 
SIAN army, as the DANTzZIGERS muſt neceſſarily ſubmit and abandon 
STANISLAUS, The count however repreſented Lacy to the RUsSIAN 
court as timorous and inactive, and deſired the command of the army, 
engaging to take the town immediately; he was accordingly ſent thither, 
and made the attack with as great fury, as he did afterwards in the Tur - 
KISH war at OTCZAKOW. In this attack at DANTz1G he was not con- 
ſtrained by any neceſſity, as in the other caſe : without the leaſt breach be- 
ing made, he marched his men over a ditch againſt a work near 3o feet 
high, almoſt perpendicular, and againſt a numerous and well ordered gar- 
riſon; ſo that of a very conſiderable body only about half a dozen men ever 
mounted the rampart, and theſe were driven back immediately, the ditch 
being filled with dead bodies. This general has performed many feats of 
arms, and acquired a diſtinguiſhed reputation ; but it is generally thought 
he wanted one quality which is eſſential to the character of a great general, 
as well as a great man, I mean humanity and tenderneſs for his ſoldiers. 
They ſay that sr ANISLAus was ſo much alarmed at theſe fierce attacks, that 
he was apprehenſive of falling into the hands of the enemy, and that an 

Vor. II. Z old 
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old PoL1sH lord obtained a paſs for himſelf and his lady of the Rkusst- 


AN general, and then gave it to the king, to whom he committed the 
care of his wife, by which means sTANISL Aus made his eſcape without 
interruption. _ ” 


* 
= * 
NS — 
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CH AF ama. 


A general view of the trade of DANTz1G6. The nature of their imports 
and exports. An account of the coins, weights and meaſures in uſe in 
that city. 


— 


U HE moſt conſiderable part of the trade of DAN 210 conſiſts in 
corn, which the poL ANDERs bring down the visTULA in large 
ſtruzes or barks, which carry in bulk about 50 tuns ENGLIsH. Theſe 
barks generally come down annually in very plentiful years to the number 
of 1600. They reckon by laſts of 11 ENGL1sH quarters; the grain is 
ſmall, but the red fort often ſells for 180 poLisn gilders the laſt, and rye 
about half this value. As theſe cargoes are often expoſed to the weather, 
it is a cuſtom to ſpread their ſails on the banks of the river, and dry 
their corn on them. They alſo export bees wax annually to near 1000. 
ſchippounds, for which they often get the price of 300 gilders per ſchip- 
pound. Narrow linnens of about 21 inches broad, and ſacking of dif- 
ferent qualities for bags and imbalage, are alſo exported to a great amount *; 
alſo pot-aſh ', weed-afh ®, and pearl-aſh, this laſt is calcined, and takes its 
name from its colour. Pipe-ſtaves are alſo a conſiderable article, and oak- 
plank, of which the greateſt part is 4 inches thick, 16 to 20 inches broad, 
and go feet long”. This ſpecies of timber will not ſtand the weather ſo 
well as ENGLISH oak, but under the water is eſteemed equal. 


They import iron from swE DEN, to the quantity of 1500 or 2000 
tuns, but of the woollens and other manufactures of ENGLAND, an 
inconfiderable quantity. The laws of commerce are very ſtrict to pre- 


k Some fay near 100,0001, I Sold then at co f. per ſchippound. m Sold at 22 4; f. per 
barrel of 360 lbs, ® Of this near 30,0001. value. © See vol. I. p. 56. 


vent 
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vent one foreigner from ſelling to another, or to reſell to any other burgh- 
er than to the perſon he bought of, which muſt neceſſarily cramp the 
trade very much. PETER the GREAT made a law to the fame pur- 
poſe for St. PETERSBURG, and it is yet unrepealed ; but the government 
knows very well, that to inforce the execution muſt be extremely preju- 
dicial, and contrary to the maxims of all wiſe ſtates. Even in DAN T- 
210 in the time of the Fair, which fell out during my ſtay, all ranks 


and degrees of people are admitted free, to ſell what, and to whom they 
pleaſe. 


PoLANnD abounds in JEws, ſaid to be of the tribe of Benjamin: 
whatever tribe they are of, they appear as deſpicable as any people in 
the world; yet their acuteneſs and induſtry have given them an eſtabliſh- 
ment, in which it is the intereſt both of the lords and the clergy to fup- 
port them; for the trade which they earry on enables them to pay an in- 
tereſt of 10 per cent. per annum for large ſums. 


They keep their accounts here in gilders, pn: and 2 gen, a 
ducat paſſing for 8 gilders 6 groſch. 


THE CURRENT WONSY HERE IS 


3 - Shillings, or 18 phennigen — — — 1 groſch. 

3 Groſch— — — — — — I ditkin. 

2 Ditkins — — — — — — — 1 fixer, 

3 Sixers — — — — — — — 1 tymph. 

7: Groſth — — — — — — 1 ach de halber. 

4 Ach de halbers — — — — — 1 gilder, 
A current dollar is 3 gilders, and a ſpecie dollar 4 gilders. 
Here are alſo half, whole, 2 gilders, and 4 gilders pieces, of which 
the laſt is a FRENCH crown of LEWIS XIV, eſteemed the beſt money 
current, when they have not been in the hands of the jews. PoLisr 
coin ſells from 1 to 2 per cent. advance. The exchange is uſually 280 
to 290 groſch per pound FLEMISH BANCO, KOENINGSBURG draws in 
current money, 1 per mil, according to cuſtom, being deducted. 


Z 2 WEIGHT 
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WEIGHT IN DANTZIG, 


32 Lote — — 1 pound. 
24 Pounds — — 1 ſmall ſtone. 
34 Dittos — — 1 large ditto. 

120 Dittos — — 1 centner. 

320 Dittos — — 1 ſchippound, or 2+ hundreds ENGL 15H. 
The weight is there 4 per cent. lighter than the ENGLIsH. A laſt of 
Torn is 60 ſheffelt, but of malt go. 

LONG MEASURE. 
12 Inches — — 1 foot. 
2 Feet — — — ell. 


102 Ells PANTz16 make 50 ells ENGL ISI. 
6 Dittos — — — 5 BRABANT ells. 


The whole amount of the trade here is ordinarily computed twelve 
millions of current dollars, on which the duties are about 7 or 8 per 
cent. One half is called the revenues of the crown, the other the pro- 
perty of the city. This duty is paid in alberts rix dollars of 4 gilders. 


— 
—— u» — 


GK XXX. 
The author leaves DAN TZ IG, and travels through POMERANIA 70 
BERLIN. 


AVING paſſed a week agreeably in pANTZ TG and provided a 
4 | chariot, I took leave of my friends. The territories of this city 3 
weſtward extend between 2 and 3 GERMAN miles“: I paſſed by the 
convent of oLiva, which is two miles from DAN TZ IG, and famous for 
the treaty of 1660, when CHARLES Gus T Avus of SWEDEN had made 
a conqueſt of almoſt all PoLAND A. The country thus far is agree- 


P Theſe computed GERMAN miles are in ſome places 4, in others 5 miles EnGLIs#-: the miles 
which I mentien in the proſecution of this work are GERMAN miles, © His ſon CHARLES XI. 
made the peace juſt after the death of his father. 

able, 
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able, though the ſoil ſeems to be very mean, We paſſed through a ſmall 
tract of PoLISH PRUSSIA, where the road is exceeding bad, and the in- 


habitants poor to a degree of miſery. 


At Dou NRMORSE, Which is five miles from DpANTZz IO, we entered 
PRUSSIAN POMERANTIA, Where the face of things begins to change 
much for the better. From thence we travelled on to wurz Ex, five 


miles farther : from thence we advanced into PRUsSIAN POMERANIA to 


Lu row, and paſſing through ſeveral foreſts of ſhrub oaks, we proceed- 
ed three miles further to sTOoL PRE. This is a ſmall city, but full of 
houſes, and ſurrounded with corn and meadow lands, where the inha- 
bitants ſeem to wear their chains with great chearfulneſs and elegance. 
The common people have a little ſmattering of the FRENCH language. 
In this place were quartered three ſquadrons, each of 100 nuss ARS. In 


entering, as well as going out of this town, I was queſtioned from 


whence I came, my buſineſs, and where I was going : this is practiſed 
to all travellers in all the towns through the pxuUss1an dominions ; and 
as it is performed in a regular manner, it ſerves, among other good poli- 
| tics, to ſupport a greater ſenſe of watchfulneſs and military diſcipline. 


From $TOLPE to SCHLAVE is three miles, over an open pleaſant 
country of arable lands indifferently well inhabited; but the foil through. 
all this country is ſandy, fo that it can produce but ſlender crops. The 
peaſants however enjoy the advantage of working their lands with leſs 
labour. In this place were quartered 100 HUSSARS. 


From $CHLAVE to COESLIN is five miles, the road being agreeable in all 
reſpects except the ſands. This place was not many years fince burnt 
down, and is now rebuilt with elegance and regularity, but with great par- 
ſimony, which indeed the circumſtances of the people render abſolutely 
neceſſary. In the market place is a ſtone ſtatue of the late king. From 
COESLIN to KOERLIN is three miles, and thence to p1NNow four. 


The 2d of Auguſt I arrived at NEUGERTEN, 4 miles further ; here 
I found no Huss Aks as in the other towns, but a company of dragoons. 


The weather was diſagreeably hot, or my inclinations would have carried 
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me to STETIN, the trade of ads 18 conſiderably increaſed ſince the 
preſent king came to the throne. Merchandize is from thence carried 
up the oDER to BRESLAU and other places. I left it about five miles to 
the ſouth weſt, and paſſing through Massov, I travelled four long miles 
to STARGARD, the metropolis of PRUSSIAN POMERANIA. In this place 
there is a cathedral church of great antiquity, built of brick : there are 
alſo three reformed churches, in one of which the ſervice is performed 
in FRENCH every ſunday. Here all appeals are made by the ſeveral diſ- 
tricts of the country, not under the immediate juriſdiction of the magiſ- 
tracies of the different towns. In this place was quartered a regiment 

of infantry, commanded by prince MAURICE D'ANHALT, which made 
a fine appearance, From thence to PYRITZ is three miles. This town 
is ſurrounded by an antient fortification, and has a very large brick 


church ; here were quartered five companies of the BRUNSWICK re- 
giment. 


The 3d, I arrived at KOENINSBURG, Aa ſmall town on the ODER, it 
has a very pompous church, embelliſhed by the late king at a conſider- 
able expence, with a fine organ, and ſeveral images of the apoſtles and 
angels. From thence I travelled three miles to ANGERMUND, paſſing 
over the op ER on a bridge of timber. On the north bank is a ſtately 
palace and garden of the margrave of $CHWEDT, with a very neat town 

of the ſame name adjacent. The avenue to the bridge and town is thrown 
up between meadow lands, paved and planted on each ſide with willows, 
as the other ſide is with wild cheſnuts, which intercept the view of corn 
and tobacco fields, Near this place I paſſed by the bodies of two male- 
factors who had been broken on the wheel: I obſerved near every town 


a gallows erected on an eminence; but the good government of this 
country renders executions very rare, 


The palace of the margrave makes the more ſtriking figure, as it is the 
only obje& which has the appearance ef grandeur or taſte, in the road 
quite from DAN TZz10; for in this country, men of family and fortune all 
flock to court, and the great article of agriculture, which is the ſource of 
their ſupport, derives no unprovement from their perſonal _— 
| © 
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The 4th, I went from anNGERMUND to NEUST EBERSWALD, three 
miles : the roads are extremely heavy with ſand. From thence to BER- 
NAU three miles ; here, as in NEUST EBERSWALD, were five companies 
of ſoldiers. This laſt place has a very large church built with brick, 
ſaid to be 800 years old. From BERNAU to BERLIN is three miles; 
near this capital the face of things improves, but in no eminent degree : 
here are no incloſures to beautify the proſpe&, nor ſoil to exhibit that 
perpetual verdure which ENGLAND enjoys, From DANTZ1G to BERLIN 


is 57 GERMAN miles, which are ordinarily computed equal to 2 250 e 
LISH miles. 


= ——— 
— 2—ͤ— ——_— — — — — 
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C 1 A ©. AL 


The author -arrives at BERLIN. Great preparations for amuſement. Several 
learned men at the PRUSSIAN court. A ſbort account of the palace. The 


king's hbrary and cabinet of — RomisH chapel. Palace 7 


MON BIJoux, Sc. 


HE entrance into BERLIN is airy and elegant; the ſtreets are regular 

and clean, and the houſes uniform. In going towards the pa- 
lace on the PpoNT-NEUr, or new bridge of ſtone which is over the 
SPREE, is the equeſtrian ſtatue of FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, 
which is eſteemed a piece of exquiſite workmanſhip ; it was erected by 
FREDERICK I. king of PRUSSIA, who alſo built the palace, the magnifi- 
cence of which ſtrikes very much. A ſoldier attended me from the gates 
to my lodging, according to cuſtom, in order to examine my baggage. 


Amuſement being the idol of mankind, eſpecially in courts and great towns, 
I was not ſurprized to find this city full of buſy, pleafant countenances. 
The king was preparing ſome grand ſpeQacles for the entertainment of 
FREDERICK margrave of BARREITH, who is married to his eldeſt ſiſter, 
and of FREDERICK WILLIAM, margrave of SCHWEDT, who 1s married to 


his fourth ſiſter ; theſe two princes and their conſorts were the king's 
gueſts. 


There 
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There were ſeveral perſons here whoſe fame for learning and polite li- 
terature has been ſpread over EUROPE: among theſe was voLTAIRE, 
| whoſe allegiance as a ſubject, the king of FRANCE has yielded to his 
PRUSSIAN majeſty. The liberal praiſes he had beſtowed on the ENGLISH 
nation were now ſuppreſſed, as not likely to advance his intereſt at the 
PRUSSIAN court 1. Baron POLNITZ, author of the memoirs known by 
his name, was alſo there; likewiſe PELLOUTIER, author of the hiſtory 
of the cELTEs *. But no perſon among the literati is more amiable than 
doctor LIEBERKYN, with whom I had the honour of being intimately 
acquainted; he is diſtinguiſhed for his great {kill in phyſic and natural 


philoſophy, which he learnt moſtly in ENGLAND and HOLLAND. He 


has alſo ſtudied anatomy with indefatigable induſtry, and with a large and 
unpromiſing hand, has performed the niceſt things imaginable in the fine 
parts of the body, by injecting them with red wax; but his diſintereſted 


practice, the humanity and tenderneſs which he has always ſhewn his 
patients, and his great charity to the poor, render him the minion of the 


people : notwithſtanding this they do not reward his merits, even mak- 
ing allowance for the great difterence between ENGLAND and PRUSSIA. 
As a proof of the eſteem in which the doctor is at court, though in re- 
ality no courtier : the king ſpeaking of him once to the FRENCH miniſter, 
uſed theſe words, © You may ſpeak ill of me, and poſſibly be heard fa- 
e yourably, but no body will hear LiEBERKYN's name mentioned with 
<* reproach.” Among many perſons of diſtinguiſhed abilities, the king 
has brought from PARIS Mr, scyMIDT, one of his own ſubjects, who 
in the art of engraving has hardly a ſuperior. 


With regard to the curioſities of BERLIN, the firſt object that ſtrikes one 
is the king's palace , one of the ſides of the interior ſquare of this building 
is no ways equal to the reſt, being the old apartment once inhabited by the 
king's grandfather, which has not been yet rebuilt, as was intended, when the 
plan of this ſuperb ſtructure was formed. The walls of the grand front are 


4 He has however made honourable mention of the EXGLisn, in his late piece called the age of 


Lewis AIV. * Theſe memoirs give a good idea of the perſons moſt diſtinguiſhed in EuRoPEAN 
courts 20 years ago. ' Antient R roxs, who tranſplanted themſelves from this iſland into 
BRITAIXNY, and to this day retain much the ſame language as the WELCH» t They call it the 
CHATEAU, or Callle, 
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not leſs than 7 or 8 feet thick, ſo that the rooms not receiving ſufficient 
light from the windows, are ſhown to great diſadvantage. 


'Tis a pleaſure to obſerve the great economy of this court, as well 
that which has prevailed in former times, as in the preſent reign : the a- 
partments in the palace are adorned with filver in every ſhape, but ſo 
maſly that the faſhion of it comes to no more than 7 per cent. ſo that 
about four millions of dollars might be realized with great eaſe whenever 
the exigencies of the ſtate ſhould require. Here is the picture of 
CHARLES V, and his empreſs, the frames of which are of filver, each 
weighing fix centners : and there is a grand crown luſtre of 17 cent- 
ners. There are alſo pieces of three, four or five centners, to the num- 
ber of above 150; likewiſe a mulic gallery adorned in a grand taſte all 
of filver; and one end of a large apartment for about 20 feet high and 
as many broad, is richly furniſhed with gilded plate. All this is merely 
or parade ; the court has other ſervices of plate for uſe. 


The king's particular apartments, though elegant, have nothing extra- 
ordinary, the prevailing taſte is white ſtoco and gilding. The picture of 
ſigniora BARBERINI is in ſeveral of the chambers, more I believe for 
the love he bore her as a fine dancer than as a woman ; for ſhe no 
ſooner gave herſelf the airs peculiar to people of her profeſſion, than he 
convinced her that his heart was poſſeſſed by objects of a more impor- 
tant nature, leaving her to purſue her own pleaſure. Several of the 
private apartments have tables, with pens, ink, and looſe papers, which 
indicate the diſpatch of buſineſs, more than the regularity and elegance 
one naturally expects to find in a royal palace. The hall has ſeveral good 
paintings, and the grand falloon is adorned with four pieces of tapeſtry, 
repreſenting our ſaviour driving out the money-changers, his weſhing of 
feet, the draught of fiſh, and his laſt ſupper. The throne in the audi- 
ence chamber is of velvet, embroidered with gold, in a grand taſte, but 
not loaded with ornaments. There is nothing extraordinary in any of the 
apartments of the old quarter of the palace, except a bed of crimſon 
velvet, which has above two hundred cyphers with electoral crowns, all 
v A centner is 110 pougds. 


vox. II. Aa ſet 
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ſet with pearls; the chairs in the room are in the ſame taſte. In this bed 
it is uſual to lodge perſons of the royal blood on their marriage night. 
The arſenal forms one ſide of the palace, and is an elegant ſtructure, but 
it has rather too great a profuſion of ornaments: it is ſaid to be well fur- 
niſhed, however as great part of the arms were ſent into s1L ESTA, and 
I muſt have gone through {ome troubleſome ceremonies, I declined vi- 


liting it, 


From the palace I went to the library, which would be deemed a 
mean apartment for a common ſchool. Thoſe who make the appearance 
of gentlemen have the liberty to read there from ten in the morning till 
two in the afternoon, Here is a collection of bibles, to the number of 500 
of different languages and editions. Sau RENS paraphraſe of the bible in 
FRENCH 15 alſo here in five volumes folio, compleated by BEA USG RRE in 
the UNITED PROVINCES ; It has fine copper plates, and is a work much. 
eſteemed. The fuſt volume has the arms of ENGLAND, having been 
preſented by king GEORGE I. to his late PRUSSIAN majeſty, Among 
many others they ſhow the identical bible which cxARLes I. uſed when 
he was beheaded; it was given as a kind of relic by doctor JUxToN to 
the elector of BRANDENBURG. There is alſo the firſt bible ever printed 
in AMERICA, and one of 1450, the firſt printed in the GERMAN lan- 
' guage. They alſo ſhow the khoran in manuſcript in a ſmall octagon, the 
character ſo minute, and the paper ſo thin as to form only the bulk of 
one inch and a half; beſides ſeveral folio manuſcripts on religion, morals, 
Politics, &c. ſaid to have been compoſed by cardinal MAZARI N. 


The cabinet of curioſities contains very few diſtinguiſhed rarities; the 
moſt remarkable, as they appeared to me, are the following : : a marble 
cupid much admired : two cannon balls, which meeting in the air, the 
warmth of the iron *, and the violence of their motion, united them to- 
gether : an oak with ſtag's horns; the ſtag having been hunted with 
great violence, ran his horns into a young tree, and there expired; and 
the tree growing, the horns at length appeared as a natural production. 


Perhaps they were made hot, as is ſometimes practiſed, if it is really fad that they met and joined. 
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Chap. XXXI. REMARKABLE THINGS AT BERLIN. 135 
As there is no art but the king affects ſome knowledge of it, the new 


chapel was deſigned by himſelf: it is neat and commodious, but toe 
low to be either grand or elegant. The pulpit is in the modern groteſque 


taſte, and too lofty for the height of the building. The roof is ſupport- 
ed by a double row of pillars, which dividing the chapel increaſe the 
appearance of its length. This place is intended as a royal ſepulchre, 
and has already ſome tombs of the king's predeceſſors. The Rom1sn cha- 
pel fo much talked of in all proteſtant countries, was not near compleat- 
ed, the fund being almoſt exhauſted. As we make our hoſpitals more 
grand than our palaces, the ROMANISTS generally make their churches 
built by charity, the moſt magnificent of any other. This ſtructure is 
not large, but richly ornamented. 


Mon B1Jou is appointed for the reſidence of the queen mother, 
who is a fiſter of his majeſty the king of GREAT BRITAIN. This is a 


little palace on the spREE, the apartments of which are ſmall, but ele- 


gantly furniſhed, There is a pretty gallery of blue and white HIN A 
porcelain, and an apartment called the kitchen, with ſeveral rich pieces 
of SAXON porcelain. The queen mother being now in her 64th year, 
ſpends a great part of her time in her ſtudy, and has a good collection 


of books. The object that ſtrikes the eye moſt in this little palace, is 


the picture of a lady, called LA BELLE PARISSIENE ; her adventures may 
be beſt known by the novel under the fame name. It is certain her 


charms captivated the heart of a great prince, whoſe memory is revered 


by the BRITISH nation. The gardens of this palace are ſmall, but pro- 
portioned to the ſize of the building. . 


The moſt elegant modern edifice is the opera houſe; the ſcenes are 
ſplendid, and of an exquiſite taſte, but the want of a painted cieling and 


other ſtanding ornaments, render the interior part leſs pompous than the 
exterior. The pillars which ſupport the roof, and are calculated to 


throw the whole into a grand ſalloon, are apt to obſtruct the movements 
of the ſcenes. It has three galleries, and is reckoned to contain above 
2000 perſons. The orcheſtra conſiſts of about 50 muſicians, the pay 
of which is moderate. The king is more liberal to the ITALIAN fing- 
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ers, of whom he had nine or ten; As TRUA and:SALEMBENE were the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ; but neither of them will amaſs a miniſterial eſtate; 
as ſome of their profeſſion have done in OTHER COUNTRIES, which 
however are now grown wiſer. This amuſement is entirely ſupported at 
the king's expence, and in ſome degree-rendered ſubſervient to the ends of 
his government. Among other good politics, he has learnt the art of ren- 
dering himſelf acceptable more by a polite addreſs than a profuſion of 
expence. When. ASTRUA firſt ſang before him, he aſked what her fa- 
lary was, ſhe told him. 3, 500 dollars, Indeed, ſaid he, madam, ſuch 
« ſinging as yours well deſerves 4000, and accordingly he ordered this. 
appointment.. 


The extreme delight which the King takes in muſic, and the great 
perſonal knowledge he has of that ſcience, have carried. this entertain- 
ment to a great perfection. The dreſſes, the. ſcenes, and the ma- 
chinery in the opera of pHatToN, were indeed moſt elegant and 
magnificent. In the upper galleries on each fide of the ſtage fix trumpet- 
ers are ſeated, who ſalute the queen conſort and the queen mother when 
they enter the houſe or retire, with this martial. muſic, which heightens 
the pomp and chearfulneſs of the entertainment ; but the king himſelf 


who acts in a ſphere ſuperior to the rules of pompous ceremony, excu- 
ſes this ſalatation to his own perſon. 


I have already obſerved, that this ſeaſon was devoted to . 
which laſted about ten days; in this time ſeveral operas, concerts, and 
maſquerades were exhibited ; but the moſt diſtinguiſhed was the caR- 
ROUSEL *, the expence of which amounted to 70,000 crowns, This 
ſplendid ſhow fell in with the taſte of ſeveral young perſons of diſtincti- 
on then at court, and did not much affect the king's pocket. The in- 
ſtitution of tilts and tournaments, ſeems calculated to raiſe an emulation 
to excel in horſemanſhip, and in the uſe of the ſpear and ſword ; which 
is indeed promoting a ſenſe of military glory. This entertainment con- 
ſiſted of quadrilles, or four companies, in the dreſſes of RoMans, 


„ Lewis XIV. made a ſplendid entertainment of this ſort in 1662, in the habits of TURKS, I- 
BIANS, ROMAN?, PERSIANS and AMERICANS, of which voLTAtRE makes mention. 
CAR= 
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Chap. XXXI. REMARKABLE THINGS AT BERLIN. 189: 


CARTHAGINIANS, GRECIANS and PERSIANS, all mounted on horſes 
richly capariſoned in the ſame manner, each party being compoſed of 
ſix combatants; the firſt was conducted by aucGusTUs WILLIAM, 
the prince of PRUSSIA, the other three by his two brothers*, and the 
margrave the king's couſin, They had alſo the arms of the ſeveral na-- 
tions, and were followed each by a band of muſic proper to the re- 
ſpective countries, and habited and attended after the ſame manner. The 
proceſſion of the whole made a ſplendid figure, though in my judg- 
ment it was only of the theatrical kind, for I ſaw but little of the pride 
and beauty of Horſes, or horſemanſhip; nor was the area allotted for 
this entertainment half big enough. What rendered the firſt trial ridicu- 
lous, was its being exhibited by the light of lamps, the greateſt part of 
which were blown out by the wind: however this inconvenience was re- 
medied in the repetition which was ſhown in broad day, and the prizes al- 
lotted to thoſe who were judged to perform beſt, without any other blood- 
ſhed, than that of prince LoBkow1Tz cutting his toe with his own ſword; 


A mock battle was afterwards fought, which was incomparably a more 
grand entertainment. Four thouſand men having marched out in the 

morning early about a GERMAN mile from the city, near the village 
BRITZ, were followed by another detachment of the fame number: 
the HUSSARS and CUIRASSIERS had ſeveral ſkirmiſhes on the way. Both 
armies plied their field artillery warmly ;- at length a rivulet was paſſed, a 
wood was attacked, and the enemy driven from it to a village, which was 

carried ſword in hand. After this they went through all the various evolu- 
tions and exerciſes of both cavalry and infantry, as might be ſuppoſed in a 

real engagement, changing their poſitions on a tract of about two ENG- 

LISH miles, during the ſpace of three hours. At this ſhow. almoſt the 
whole city of BERLIN was preſent. 


* FREDERICK HENRY LEWIS, and AUGUSTUS FERDINAND, and FREDERICK- WILLIAT: 
margrave of BRANDENBURG SCHWEDT. 
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the diſagreement between the courts of LON DON and BERLIN. 


( 190 ) 
S N 


R efleftions on courting the acquaintance of the great. Remarks en the con- 


duct of ENGLISH fravellers abroad. Some account of field marſha! 
KEITH, A ſhort deſcription of the city of BERLIN. The number, in- 
duſtry, and temper of the inhabitants. Their coins, exchange, &c. 
H E conduct of princes as well as of private men, is ſubject to be 
directed by perſonal prejudices : of this we have an inſtance in 
It was 
obſerved that lord MALTON *, who arrived in BERLIN at this time, did 
not receive that diſtinguiſhed civility which was due to his quality and 
merit; if we meaſure it by that famuliar converſation, which is uſual 
at the PRUSSIAN court from the king himſelf, The queen mother was 
indeed extremely courteous to his lordſhip, as well as to Mr. waTson, 


and not leſs to their companion, the agr ecable and humane colonel ror- 


REST ER. 


This young nobleman being remarkably ſober, and his character in 
all reſpects very amiable, I thought it my duty, eſpecially as he was in the 


fame inn, to pay him and his companions my reſpeQs, and they were 
ſo polite as to return my viſit. I cannot ſay however that I approve of 


the conduct of thoſe who are forward in courting great acquaintances, of 
whom they ſtand in no need ; on the contrary this incident afforded me 
an occaſion of reflecting what ſtrangers ſome men are to their own hap- 


pineſs and dignity, who are contented to be little among the great, in 


hopes of being great among the little, eſpecially ſuch as launch into a 
dangerous expence on this account. Men of high birth and large fortunes, 
who are alſo diſtinguiſhed for politeneſs of manners and improved un- 


derſtandings, 8 indeed a kind of oracles; but the enjoyment of 


their company by perſons in another ſphere, ſhould be conſidered as a feaſt 
not ſought for, but to which we might occaſionally accept an invitation. 
Gentle paſſions and moderate enjoyments in the track of religion and 
common ſenſe, are things always within our reach, and certainly pro- 
ductive of the end we aim at. What a folly is it then to run hazards 


>» Now marquis of ROCKINGHAM. . 5 


In 
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in ſearch of the mere ſhadow of felicity? The generality of thoſe who 
figure in the higheſt ranks of life, by an almoſt neceſſary conſequence 
have their titles and eſtates ingrafted into their thoughts; nor can they 
with more conſiſtency converſe with thoſe who are neither dignified with. 
titles, nor equal to them in fortune, than the learned can be ſuppoſed 
fond of the converſation of the illiterate; though there are doubtleſs many 
exceptions. Men who know the weeks and themſelves, ſhould conſider - 

how far the admonition? of a very wiſe man on this ſubject is as true now 
as it was 2000 years ago. Under abſolute monarchs, the nobles, though 
ſlaves, partake of a deſpotic authority, and are often diſpoſed to inſo- 
lence; when the proudeſt noble in a free country can be hetter held with-- 
in bounds. In ſuch a nation one common freedom creates a certain equality, 
which ought to be deemed more valuable than the diſtinctions of fortune 
or title. Though the admonition I have juſt referred to, ſeems to teach a leſ- 
ſon for the ordinary economy of human life, yet it ought by no means to. 

create any general prejudices ; becauſe perſons of the higheſt diſtinction dif- 
fer from others of the ſame rank, in probity, politeneſs, and humanity, as 
men of lower conditions do from perſons of their level. The eſſential quality 
of characters depends not on titles or great eſtates; theſe indeed, like a. 
rich jewel ſct with art and elegance, give virtue a luſtre, which in the eyes 
of common mortals, would not appear ſo well through any other medium; 
therefore they are uſeful to the ſociety in this reſpect, as well as from the 
due ſubordination ariſing from them. I remember an advertiſement for 
the ſale of a houſe, which the proprietor thought to recommend by its- 

neighbourhood to a lord; whilſt another publiſhed his, as entitled to a 
preference, becauſe it was twenty miles diſtant from-the habitation of. 
any nobleman, Perhaps they were both equally miſtaken if-they intend- 
ed to give. any inſtruction. 


With regard to ENGLISH travellers, it has been generally remarked,. 
that few people in the world are more deficient in politeneſs and mutual 
regards as countrymen, when they accidentally meet abroad; whilſt the 
SCOTs ſhew a particular affection to each other, ſometimes even to ex- 
cite a jealouſy a little injurious to the common intereſt of both nations. 


1 Thirteenth chapter of Eccleſiaſticus. 


We 
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We are indeed but one and the ſame people: I am not able to ſeparate 
the idea by any other reflection than that which I have juſt men- 
tioned. Their conduct naturally ariſes from their circumſtances, as be- 
ing the leſſer nation of the two, and not ſo affluent in point of wealth. 
It ought to be preſumed alſo, that when the diſtinction ſhall be more 
loſt, their conduct at large will be as generous as it has been political. 
We may hope that induſtry and arts will be encouraged amongſt them fo 
as to render them in no reſpects inferior to the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the iſland. It is plain they excel in a national affection for each 
other : nor do their colder regions diſqualify them for friendſhip, as I 
know by experience. 


As to the indifference of the rNGL1sn, it may ariſe from a national 
pride, from a reſerve peculiar to us, or perhaps from that general com- 
merce we have in all parts of the world, which makes us always at 
home, or in fine from a jealouſy of making acquaintance abroad which 
we do not chuſe to continue at home. Whatever the cauſe or effect 
may be, it ſeems a duty upon the principle of national policy, to take 
every favourable opportunity of ſhewing a proper reſpect abroad to thoſe 

who are moſt diſtinguiſhed at home ; for this plain rezſon, that foreigners 
muſt conceive a mean opinion of our union and national love, from 
whence our importance is ſuppoſed to be in ſome meaſure derived, when 
they obſerve that we ſhow no ſort of regard for one another. 5 


I had more than once the mortification of hearing ſtories to the diſ- 
advantage of ſome of our countrymen of fortune who travel for improve- 
ment. I knew an inſtance of one who was recommended to a certain 

merchant of very great conſequence: this youth came to him late at 
night, and, with a certain fierceneſs peculiar to young men who have 
more money than politeneſs, demanded the adjuſtment of his accounts. 

The merchant very courteouſly deſired him to wait till the morning, no, 

« ſays the young man, I muſt go inſtantly out of this damn'd country 

* of HOLLAND, for J hate the puTca moſt damnably.” The mer- 

chant, who was himſelf a DUTCHMAN, faid to him, Pray, Sir, why 

_ « do you hate the DUTCH, have you any particular reaſon ?” No, re- 
8 « plied 
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«<< plied the young gentleman, but I hate them damnably; I believe the 


« hatred was born with me.” But in oppoſition to this inſtance, we 
muſt do ourſelves the juſtice to obſerve, that no nation produces. ſuch 
a contraſt of characters as ENGLAND ; for many of our travellers are 
diſtinguiſhed abroad as men of learning and humanity, poſſeſſed of true 


* politeneſs and generolity of ſpirit, above the people of any — in 
the world. 


The cuſtom of BERLIN, joined to the motive of a ſmall acquaintance 


in RUSSIA, induced me to wait on field marſhal KEITH, the governor of 


that city, who received me with that politeneſs for which he has been 
always diſtinguiſhed. This nobleman's leaving the RUssIAN ſervice, and ga- 


ing into that of pxUsstA made ſome noiſe in the political world. To enter 
into the reaſons of his conduct is not my buſineſs ; but it ſeems very eaſy to 


reconcile, if we conſider his genius and principles, and the previous aſ- 
ſurances which it is probable he received, of that kind reception which 
he has experienced in BRANDENBURG. It is preſumed that he is not fo 
happy as to entertain the ſame ſentiments in every reſpect of the lawful ſo- 
vereign of this country *, as every unprejudiced perſon muſt adopt, whe- 


ther at home or abroad; yet from his own natural good ſenſe and dif- 


cernment, he treated the rebellion, even at its_height, as immeaſurably 
raſh and extrayagant, and thoſe unhappy men who embarked in it, as 
plunging themſelves into a gulph of miſery : a truth which they very 
ſoon felt, the leaſt wretched of them ſecing themſelves, as they ever will 
ſee themſelves, the dupes of their foreign pretended friends. 


I have already mentioned the conduct of count MUNICH : his deſ- 
perate enterprize at oz AKO was warmly oppoſed by field mar- 
ſhal KkEITH, who then ſerved in the RUsSIAN army under that gene- 
ral, and was ordered. upon the attack : a lucky ball on the firſt onſet taking 


his knee, he was lamed on this occaſion, and carried off that ſcene of 


ſlaughter. This general enters deeply and faithfully into the ſervice of 
his maſter the king, in commercial as well as military affairs; and the 


* GREAT BRITAIN, 
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king knows how to acknowledge his ſervices. Whether he was a ſecret 
ſpring of the EMBpENn ſcheme, as ſome ſay, I know not; but it is cer- 
tain he is a great encourager of manufactories. During this viſit I had an 
opportunity of ſeeing a ſpecimen of PRussiAx military diſcipline : a com- 
mon ſoldier, without any notice, came into the field marſhal's preſence, 
and preſenting his arms in form, delivered a paper. The field marſhal! 
bid me take notice of the exactneſs of their diſcipline, which he himſelf 
confirmed by his inſtant obedience of the ſummons. 


Several incidents having given mutual offence to the courts of St. PE-“ 
TERSBURG and BERLIN, many in both countries frightned themſelves 
with a notion that theſe two powers would engage in a war, eſpecially if 
the swEDEs ſhould fall into the ſame ideas as the PRUsSIANS ; but this 
ſeemed to be but mere talk. The Russ1ans would hardly make any of- 
fenſive war againſt and the king of pRUsSIA; and this prince is too wiſe 
to engage in a war, where he has no proſpect of advantage. Beſides there 
is a moral certainty that ſuch a ſtep would bring the houſe of Aus- 
TRIA on his back, whilſt the RUss1AaNs might in the iſſue be too hard 
for him, by the ſuperiority of their numbers, even though they ſhould 
| loſe a battle or two. The PRUss TAN dominions are open and unguarded, 
and might eaſily be laid waſte by the ART ARS and cosSACKs in the 
RUSSLAN ſervice: for this and other like reaſons it may be, that his PRus- 
SIAN. majeſty ſupports ſo numerous a body of Huss ARS. 


The city of BERLIN has a regular fortification, though not very formi- 
dable. The frequent wars which happen in GERMANY ſeem to render 
it an aſſential article to fortify the capitals of ſovereign princes, not only as 
the reſidence of their courts, but as the place in which a very great por- 
tion of their wealth centers. 


Strangers remark, that BERLIN is a little PARIS, the FRENCH language 
being almoſt as well underſtood as the GERMAN. This city abounds in 
elegant ſtructures and regular ſtreets, and is computed near one third as 


big as LONDON, yet it has not above one eighth part of the inhabitants; 
from 
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from whence it may be eaſily accounted why graſs is found growing in 
many of their capital ſtreets. The inhabitants were formerly computed 
at 80, ooo; now they are reckoned 110, ooo, including the garriſon of 


10,000: all the PRUssIAN dominions, SILESIA excepted, hardly con- 


tain two millions of people. 


This acquiſition of 20, ooo inhabitants and ſubjects is imputed to the 
good conduct of the king, in granting privileges and lands, ſufficient to 
induce many to eſtabliſh themſelves in this capital; and conſidering this 
country is ſo extremely deſpotic, and military, without any foreign trade, 
and ſurrounded by neighbours who want little or nothing of them, ma- 
nufactories here may be ſaid to flouriſh. They make woollen cloth ſuf- 
ficient for the army and great part of their home conſumption ; and 81 
LESIA is well known to produce a great ſupply of linnens, which are ſent 
all over EUROPE and alſo to AMERICA. Their export of woollen cloth 
to RUSSIA, was once conſiderable, but at preſent is very ſmall. So many 
thouſands of FRENCH manufacturers having found protection in this coun- 


try, gold and filver lace, and wrought filks are hardly to be bought in 


any place ſo cheap: they talk of prohibiting thoſe of FRANCE. 


Humanly ſpeaking, nothing is ſuperior to induſtry. We often find 
that things which appear contrary to nature, are brought to perfection by 
perſeverance and labour. Indeed I was ſurprized to learn, that the Ex- 
vIRONS of BERLIN produced 400 Ibs. weight of raw filk ; and ſome of 
the courtiers who eſpouſed commercial ſchemes moſt, flattered themſelves 
that the climate would admit of a large production of this kind; to me 
it appears next to impoſſible : and though the king has taken the manu- 
_ factories of ſilk into his own hands; ſtill this does not promiſe that ſuc- 

ceſs which they expect. Some of the people moſt intereſted this way, 
_ endeavoured to perſwade me, that whilſt we were debating in ENGLAND 
about the reduction of duties on CHINA raw ſilk, the FRENCH had taken 
their meaſures to monopolize this commodity in that empire; and it was 


The event ſeems to prove that they were very much miſtaken. 
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not difficult to diſcern from hence how much they incline to the FRENCH 
intereſt, whilſt the FRENCH ſecretly wiſh to ſee the wings of the PRUS- 
SIAN eagle clipt. 


The exchange in BERLIN is ordinarily about 134 of their dollars for 
100 rix dollars in AMSTERDAM, They keep | their accounts in dollars, 
goede groſchin, and phenigen. 

18 Phenigen — — — — — 1 5 groſchin. 

24 Goede groſchin — — — — 1 dollar. 
x hey reckon 5 dollars to a louis d'or, and 6 dollars 1 ENGLISH guinea, 
2 * dollars 1 ducat full weight. 


The people here were extremely diſtreſſed with variety of coins, ſome 
of which were very baſe; but the king has found means to run off a 
great part of it, and eſtabliſh the currency of his own coin only, in or- 
der to have a large ſupply — the benefit of trade, and the ſecurity of his 
ee e 


— — | — — — — — 
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Reflections on the charatters of princes. Early genius of the king Ar PRUS= 
SIA. A general view of his diſpoſition. A deſcription of bis perſon 
and manner of life, Some familiar ſicries relating to him, His great 


taſte and delight in muſic. 


T is a taſk delicate, if not daring, to attempt, during the lives of 

E princes, to draw even the outlines of their characters. Men are ne- 
ver without blemiſhes, which, to corre& in themſelves and others, is the 
important buſineſs of life: but the daſtardly fears, or vicious ſelf-love 
of the guardians and teachers of princes, have. often prevented the growth 
of thoſe virtues in men born to empire, which might truly conſtitute 
them the vicegerents of the Almighty, and make the worid happy. The 
enormous power veſted in ſome princes, which they often direct as thun- 
derbolts at the heads of their own ſubjects; or, what is as bad, at the 
heads of other nations, would certainly be employed in another manner ; 
if their minds were more improved, and their hearts better directed 
tO 
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to obje dis worthy their rank as men, as well as kings, But inſtead of 
inſpiring princes from their infancy, with thoſe godlike ſentiments of mer- 
ey and benevolence, which ought to be inſeparable from power and com- 


mand; how often are their propenſities to evil nouriſhed till they take 


root too deep to be extirpated! Thus it happens, that kings conſidered 
ſunply as men, are ſometimes great objects of compaſſion. 


10 countries where men have EXCLUDED THEMSELVES from the com- 
mon bounty of providence, and groan under an arbitrary power, though 
the prince had as many vices as drew down fire on $0DoM, it is not 
uncommon to amuſe him with flattering appellations, as if he had vir- 
tues enough to tranſlate him to heaven: though at the ſame time no- 


thing can be more obvious than this, that true greatneſs of mind would 


add to their glory more than all the external accidents of royalty, 


In the happy iſland of EAT BRITAIN we think like men; we know 
how to value the virtues of a prince, but we dare alſo to ſpeak of their 
vices, whenever they become hurtful to the. ſtate. This privilege does in- 
deed deceive ſome into a behaviour inconſiſtent with ſound politics and true 
religion: forgetting the reſpect that is due to the ſupreme magiſtrate, they 
convert the bleſſing into a curſe. As in friendſhip between man and man, 
we can with no conſiſtency allow ourſelves to ſpeak of the failings of 
others without great tenderneſs ; ſo with regard to princes, though we 
keep within the letter of the law, a wanton indulgence of our tongues 
muſt weaken that love and reſpect, which is the moſt ſolid foundation 
of ſubordination. Nor ought this to be deemed too nice a diſtinction 
or compariſon, much leſs productive of that blind homage which pre- 
pares men's minds for ſlavery. In private life friendſhip can ſubſiſt no longer 
than men are kept within certain bounds ; it ceaſes as ſoon as they arrive 
to a certain degree of viciouſneſs ; ſo I imagine will the love of ſubjects 
towards princes, for human nature being ſtill the ſame, virtue will for 

ever be the object which we love and revere. The virtues or vices of 
princes, as of private men, muſt ever render them. amicable or ungrateful 
to their ſubjects; but if we look into the hiſtory of akin and 
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ſee how nations have been afflicted by the very governments which they 
eſtabliſhed for their ſupport, and how depraved human nature is; that 


country has great cauſe to be thankful, whoſe ſovereign, whether his pow- 


er is limited or deſpotic, has but EW vices injurious to the community; 
and whoſe conduct in general is calculated for the ſupport and happineſs 
of his people. 


Thus far in excuſe of what I ſhall ſay of the king of PRUssIA. 
This prince is ſaid to be no friend to GREAT BRITAIN, according to 
the preſent ſyſtem of politics, nor may his conduct be in every reſpect 


juſtifiable, yet I think he deſerves great encomiums. There is a pleaſure 


in praiſing the worthy whether they happen to be our friends or not. 


FREDERICK II. king of PRUSSIA and elector of BRANDENBURG, was 


born the 24th of January 1712 and began his reign the 31ſt of May 
1740; ſo that he was 28 years of age when his father died. He had an 
early taſte of literature and polite arts, and ſhewed a particular paſſion 
for FRENCH breeding and delicacy of manners, in oppoſition to the inele- 
gant cuſtoms which prevailed at his father's court. It is well known 


that the late king was a lover of drinking, a vice which in few coun- 
tries is more familiar than in GERMANY. The prince abominated this 


vice, and particularly the cuſtom of ſwallowing large draughts of malt 
liquor. This and other correſpondent circumſtances at length determined 
him to leave his father in a ſecret manner, and go, as it was faid he in- 
tended, to the BR1T1$H court; but the attempt was fruſtrated, and coſt an 
unhappy gentleman his head. 


It is a doctrine which princes do not ſubſcribe to in theory, that ſtren gth 
and power are the beſt rights of the ſovereignties of countries; but I be- 
lieve it will be found upon experience, that more kings are kept in awe by 
the combinations which are formed to reſtrain each other's paſſions, and 
ſupport an independency; than by a ſenſe of moral duties ariſing from the 
© Son of FREDERICK WILLIAM, by SOPHIA DOROTHEA, the preſent queen dowager, who is ſiſter 


of his majeſty king czorGE II. As this prince has hardly ever fat for his picture, it is rare to fee a 


good likeneſs of him ; the plate annexed gives a tolerable idea of his 8 drels, and air, though he 
is made too young. 
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common rights of mankind, as founded in their original conſtitutions. 
Whenever a nation is involved in any deep calamity, we may generally 
obſerve, that more ſtates are diſpoſed to diſtreſs it farther, than to relieve- 
it. If princes reap advantages. from the misfortunes in which they fee- 
their neighbours involved, when there is no other reaſon for their conduct 
but the greater hopes of ſucceſs; may they not be compared to thoſe who 
find the beſt opportunity to ſteal when an houſe. is in flames? It will 
not follow from any thing I have ſaid, that the king of PRVUssIA had 
no right to his conqueſt of s1LEs1a: that he has conquered it is moſt 
certain, and we mult leave to hiſtorians and caſuiſts to determine whether: 
the action was juſt or not. = 


When princes are really god's vicegerents, ien muſt be the baſis of 
their government and politics: what notions the prince in queſtion has 
adopted, I know not; he is reputed by many a free-thinker in the worſt. 


ſenſe of the word; but the rule of his government, and his ſuperiority to 

the vanities and mean gratifications of life, does not. favour ſo harſh a . 181 
judgment.. So far from adopting MACHIAVELIAN principles, the AN- | 
TE-MACHIAVEL is faid to have been wrote by him, or his favourite voL-- 110 
TAIRE, in confutation of thoſe maxims which ridicule a ſtrict adherence: 1 
to equity, and a diſintereſted love of mankind. It is a ſad truth howe- 1 


ver, that in general men of great parts, and particularly thoſe in eminent 
life, affecting to move in a higher ſphere than common people, and by 
the force of their genius to pry into things which the author of nature 
never intended ſhould be the objects of human reaſon, do often fall into 
groſſer deluſions than the vulgar. Men of this ſtamp obſerving the infinite 
variety of modes of faith and forms of worſhip in the world, together 
with a long liſt of vulgar errors, which in different ages and countries have 
obtained advocates, are led into a perſwaſion that many diſtinctions which 
are commonly conſidered as of eternal importance, are of no other conſe-- 
quence than as political engines of government. 
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One might be tempted to think, that commercial projects in a coun- 
try ſo entirely military as PRUSSIA, could hardly be brought to. any 
perfection; yet if we conſider the ſtrict diſcipline of the PRUss TAN. 

army,, 
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army, it is the more eaſy to be reconciled. I was well aſſured at BER - 
LIN, that of 10,000 ſoldiers in garriſon, not a man had been known for 
ſeveral months to have committed any violence, or diſturbed the tran- 
quility of the citizens. If this project of a trade to the EAST INDIE s 
takes effect, it is thought the HoLL ANDERS will feel it more than 
any other nation; but it is not leſs the duty of the ſubjects of GRE AT 
BRITAIN to withhold that aſſiſtance which the laws * forbid us to 
grant. | 


There is one circumſtance i in favour of his PRUSSIAN majeſty bey ond 
any other prince in EUROPE, I mean the great Economy of his govern- 
ment and perſonal expence. The allowance of his table is butzo crowns* 
a day, fiſh and wine excepted, in which he makes no great expence. 


 PorTsDaM is the favourite reſidence of this prince; here he avoids the 
empty ceremonies of a court. He fits down to table with twelve 
perſons, and after his own miniſters who are moſt in favour, are invi- 
ted, and alſo thoſe of foreign princes who happen to be at POTSDAM, 
his officers, even to an enſign, fill up the vacant places. Nor is this 
the only means of recommending himſelf to the love of his ſoldiers ; the 
meaneſt officer knows that he ſhall be redreſſed in any caſe of injuſtice ; 
that wherever his quarters are, he need but write to the king, and by the re- 
turn of the poſt he may expect an anſwer, oftentimes wrote by his ma- 
jeſty himſelf. In his letters he ſometimes goes ſo far as to adviſe where he 
thinks the party errs in judgment, or is biaſſed by ſome falſe defire ; this 
alſo renders his ſervice the more valuable. His converſation is free and eaſy, 
even to jeſting, but he can paſs from the gay to the ſerious in an inſtant, 

4 As to the inſurance of foreign ix A ſhips at their firſt ſetting out; mankind are become very 
baſe in moſt countries, and it ſeems prudent for under-writers to try how a new enterp:ize of ſuch mo- 
ment is conducted in point of pROBITY as well as ſkill, before they throw themſelves into the arms of 
thoſe who may be tempted to play tricks, in caſe their buſineſs does not proſper ; we may obſerve further, 
that fr it does not proſper, and no inſurance is made, or none which proves reſponſible, the ſcheme 
MIGHT be rendered abortive, which is an argument 2gain(t inſuring : we may allo add, that in a na- 


TIONAL LIGHT it is abiurd to inſure what we do not deſire ſhould ſucceed, and this reaſon, as far as it 
may be allowed a good one, is againſt the inſuring the ſhips of our enemies in time of war. 5 l. 58. 


he 
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he ſupports his dignity from the fear, as well as the affection of thoſe a- 


bout him. 


He requires delicate foods, but eats moderately, and mixes water with 
his wine: he takes sp ANIsEH ſnuff to exceſs, fo that his cloaths can ſcarce 
be clear of it; in this inſtance he reſembles the great prince EuckNE. 
He uſed to drink liberally of champaign, and eat rich fruits ſoaked in 
ſtrong wine, But having been often afflicted with fevers, he is become 
abſtemious. 


In his perſon he appears rather plump than corpulent, his face looks 


full of blood, his countenance is inclined to the penſive, but is very ex- 
preſſive, indicating in ſome meaſure the inceſſant labour of his mind. 


Since the late war he is much broken, and ſtoops, which takes off from 
his figure. He often appears in boots, and always in his regimentals, 
which are a blue cloth frock with ſilver BRANDENBURGS, and he is maſ- 

ter only of one change for the winter and another for the ſummer. I ſaw 
his wardrobe, which is indeed very mean or very grand, according to the 
impreſſion it gives the ſpectator. In this TR the king is a copy of 
PETER the GREAT. 


His bed, which 1 particularly obſerved at cHARLOT TENBURG, was 


in a ſmall alcove or niche, conſiſting only of two mattreſſes under the cover 
of a down quilt, without the leaſt common ornament or mark of grandeur. 
He often aſks his moſt familiar acquaintance, if they think the condi- 
tion of a king above all others the moſt defirable ? and then tells them 

how eaſily they may rectify their fond opinion, by obſerving what great 
labour and attention the duty of a king requires, 


He is ſo little an obſerver of uſeleſs forms, that he has riſen from his 
chair at his writing table, and cauſed his engraver to take his place, and 
write down the orders which he dictated ſtanding. That he has a ſenſe 


of friendſhip and gratitude, is, I think, obvious from a fingular circum- 


ſtance of his conduct during my abode in BERLIN, and to a perſon with 
whom I had the honour of being well acquainted. This is Mr. KEITH, 
whom I knew in PORTUGAL, after he had been obliged to leave his 
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country in the late king's reign, for his devotion to the ſervice of his pre- 
ſent majeſty. On his return home it was natural for this gentleman to 
expect a kind reception; but the king having now adopted other principles, 
was deſirous to inculcate the neceſſity of obedience to the ſovereign; 
however he allowed Mr. K EIT H a penſion, gave him the rank of lieute- 
nant-colone}, and put him near the queen mother. At length being well 
apprized of his real worth, he took occaſion to remember his faithful 
ſervant. In the mock- battle which I have mentioned, this prince order- 
ed a few trees, to a very inconſiderable value, to be cut down in the 
grounds of madame KNEEPHAUSE, the mother-in-law of Mr. xz1TH, 
with whom alſo the king did not ſtand very fair. The king ſeeing Mr. 
KEITH at court the day after, called to him, and in very obliging terms 
aſked him in FRENCH, © Will you do me a pleaſure ? Carry this caſket 
to your mother-in-law with my compliments, and here is the key of 
« it,” In it were found 10,000 crowns in gold, and a very polite letter 
to madame KNEEPHAUSE, recommending Mr. KEITR to her in the 

ſtrongeſt and moſt affectionate terms. This incident gained the king 

applauſe, in proportion to the great love and eſteem which every one has 

for Mr. KEITH. This gentleman is of scor ch extraction, but his pa- 
rents for ſome ages have acknowledged allegiance to the houſe of BRAN- 
DENBURG. 


With regard to filial duties, few private men treat their parents with 
more reſpect than he does his mother, whom he never approaches covered, 
nor without the higheſt expreſſions of reverence ; when he is in BERLIN 
he viſits her every day; nor does he treat his ſiſters with leſs politeneſs. 
He is civil to his own queen, but nothing more: this is a part of his hiſ- 
tory which the people do not talk of. I obſerved in the opera houſe that 
he placed the margravine of BAREITH at his right hand; and when he 
took his leave, retired backwards two or three yards. GERMAN ceremo- 
nies are in ſeveral inſtances troubleſome, and in ſome ridiculous, 


Beſides his great ſkill in muſic, he has a taſte for poetry; during his 
campaign, in that part of the war which was unfortunate *, after perform - 


When he retired from before prince CHaRrLEs in BOBEMIA. 


ing 
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ing all the duties, and ſuffering all the fatigues of a general in the day, 
he poſſeſſed ſuch tranquility as to anſwer letters of pleaſure and politeneſs, 
and even to write verſes in the evening, as I was aſſured by one of his 

chaplains. His memoirs of the houſe of BRANDENBURG, are a proof of 
his abilities as an author. 


This prince pretends alſo to ſome knowledge i in phyſic ; he diſputes with 
his phyſicians, and, after hearing their opinions, generally preſcribes for 
himſelf. I do not ſuppoſe that this is always the caſe ; but he once gave oc- 
caſion to a certain phyſician to tell him with that e with which 


one may ſpeak to a man of ſenſe, though a king, All the world muſt 


acknowledge your majeſty underſtands how to govern a kingdom; but 
« give me leave to underſtand my profeſſion alſo as a phyſician.” 


There is another ſtory current in BERLIN, Which I apprehend muſt * 


have had ſome foundation, though the circumſtances are not very credible. 
When the diſguſt between the courts of Lo DON and BERLIN ran high, the 


king upon ſome jocoſe occaſion, mentioned a certain great prince in terms 


not the moſt reſpe&ful; to which his miniſter, who, as the ſtory ſays, 
was then preſent, made this pertinent and gallant anſwer ; © The king my 
ce maſter never rode off the field of battle.” This was doing juſtice at once 
to the eſſential merit and well known valour of the prince in queſtion, 
and reproving the king for the fault which he committed by an over ſoli- 
citude for the ſecurity of his perſon at the battle of MOLVIT2Z, where he 
made his firſt appearance as a warrior, 


The great ſecret of life, with regard to the execution of much buſi- 
| neſs of whatever kind, is a proper and religious diſtribution of the ſeve- 
ral hours of the day. No man underſtands this better than his pRuss1- 
AN majeſty : his conſtitution having ſuffered by taking too little reſt, 
he now goes to bed early, and ſleeps ſeven or eight hours: by this means 
he is in a condition to riſe early; and beſides the buſineſs of the cabinet 
and the parade, he can enjoy his favourite pleaſures of books and muſic; 
in this laſt he compoſes as well as performs. 
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It is amazing to conſider a man fo devoted to buſineſs, and yet fo paſ- 
ſionately fond of muſic; how far it may contribute to the vix Tux of his 
mind, I know not; it is certainly no vulgar pleaſure. © Of all the en- 
te joyments of ſenſe, ſays an eminent divine, this is the leaſt ſenſual.” In- 
deed its effects, if rightly improved, terminate not in the bare pleaſure 
of amuſement ;, it ſeems to be peculiarly adapted to. minds ſuſceptible of 
religious impreſſions; its charms are calculated to inſpire a juſt idea of. 
him who has formed the heart'to a reliſh of ſuch delights, endowed us 
with capacities to proclaim his praiſes, and taught us how to raiſe the 
foul to the raptures of angels. 


It may be remarked, that very few perſons who have not a good ge- 
nius, arrive at any great proficiency in this ſcience, though it ſeems to 
depend more on the imagination than the underſtanding. It is certain 
that this enchanting art has made a deep impreſſion on the king of PRus- 
SIA, Who prides himſelf in nothing ſo much, except buſineſs. He ge- 
nerally ſpends a ſhort time in playing on the flute every morning before 
he goes to his cabinet: here he remains till eleven, and then receives fo- 
reign miniſters, and executes buſineſs of a more public nature till noon : 
he then uſually goes abroad, and gratifies himſelf in ſeeing military ex- 
erciſe, and performing the duty of a ſoldier, and keeping up the ſpirit of 
that diſcipline, which is ſo eſſential to the ſupport of his ſtate and con- 

queſt. Soon after one he dines, and about three-one of his ſecretaries 


reads to him. In the evening he has a concert ; and this is the ordinary 
manner in which he fills up the day. 


The waeld has talked much of his ſecret manner of conducting buſi- 
neſs: it is well known that beſides the execution of ſome important 
part of it with his own hand; his ſecretaries have every one their pri- 
vate apartment, and each his particular province aſſigned; ſo that if he 


difcovers that any of them are unfaithful, there is no difficulty where to 
fix it. 


Notwithſtanding this prince's great abilities, his ſituation ſeems to be 
uneaſy, It has been faid of him, that he once declared he would give 
his 


Chap. XXXIII. RING OF PRUSSIA. 205 


his right hand to be ſure of poſſeſſing s1LESIA during his life. It is. 
highly improbable that he ever did make ſuch a declaration, though it 
might be made for him by the partizans of the houſe of avsTRIA, 


Immediately after the diverſions I have mentioned were concluded, the 
king went to BRESLAU ; it was remarkable that the houſe in which he 
was lodged, was in flames without its being known by what means, and 
| his majeſty had but juſt time to preſerve his perſon, narrowly eſcaping 


from the flames as his father did about 20 years before at DRESDEN. Now 
F have mentioned BRESLAU, it may be worth obſerving that the king. 
maintains a garriſon of 10,000 ſoldiers in that city, whereas the Aus- 


TRIANS never had near that number. Notwithſtanding ſome appear- 


ances, the ſteady hand with which this prince conducts his government,” 


promites a happy reign. The time may come when it will be the mutual 
Intereſt of this nation, and the houſe of BRANDENBURG, to reunite a- 


gain: though religion ſeems to be out of the queſtion in moſt political 


alliances, yet this conſideration will ever create an inclination to friend- 
ſhip among ſtates. The eſtabliſhed religion of BRANDENBURG is much 
the ſame as ours: we have generally been connected with that houſe ; 
and the preſent good ſituation of it, if the UNITED PROVINCES continue 
in the condition they are in, may again render a union neceſſary. But 
whatever changes time may produce in ſtates, ever ſubject to change, 
honour, I think, will be due to the preſent king of pRUss1Aa from 
us, and all mankind. He has eſtabliſhed a reputation upon the ſureſt 
foundation, was it only for that bold generous ſtroke in politics, in. 
delivering his country from the jaws of lawyers, who before his time, 
at leaſt in. BRANDENBURG, ſported with the ſufferings of the wretch- 


ed, and faw unmoved the tears of the widow. In the prRussIAN do- 


minions, the deciſion of cauſes cannot be protracted to a tormenting 
and devouring length. How long this will laſt is hard to ſay, unleſs the 


king has the art of making his ſubjects virtuous, as well as obedient to 


his edits. The ſuits. in BRANDENBURG are now brought to a ſpeedy 
iſſue at an eaſy expence, a regulation which could never be made but by 


the ſingular attention of a ſovereign prince. Why it is not. done in li- 
mited. 
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It is amazing to conſider a man ſo devoted to buſineſs, and yet fo paſ- 
ſionately fond of muſic; how far it may contribute to the vix vx of his 
mind, I know not; it is certainly no vulgar pleaſure. © Of all the en- 
ce joyments of ſenſe, ſays an eminent divine, this is the leaſt ſenſual.” In- 
deed its effects, if rightly improved, terminate not in the bare pleaſure 


of amuſement ;, it ſeems to be peculiarly adapted to minds ſuſceptible of 
religious impreſſions; its charms are calculated to inſpire a juſt idea of 


him who has formed the heart'to a reliſh of ſuch delights, endowed us 
with capacities to proclaim his praiſes, and — us how to raiſe the 
ſoul to the raptures of angels. 


It may be remarked, that very few perſons who have not a good ge- 
nius, arrive at any great proficiency in this ſcience, though it ſeems to 
depend more on the imagination than the underſtanding. It is certain 
that this enchanting art has made a deep impreſſion on the king of prus- 
SIA, who prides himſelf in nothing ſo much, except buſineſs. He ge- 
nerally ſpends a ſhort time in playing on the flute every morning before 
he goes to his cabinet : here he remains till eleven, and then receives fo- 
reign miniſters, and executes buſineſs of a more public nature till noon : 


he then uſually goes abroad, and gratifies himſelf in ſeeing military ex- 


erciſe, and performing the duty of a ſoldier, and keeping up the ſpirit of 
that diſcipline, which is fo eſſential to the ſupport of his ſtate and con- 
queſt. Soon after one he dines, and about three one of his ſecretaries 


reads to him. In the evening he has a concert ; and this is the ordinary 


manner in which he fills up the day. 


The world has talked much of his ſecret manner of conducting buſi- 
neſs: it is well known that beſides the execution of ſome important 
part of it with his own hand; his ſecretaries have every one their pri- 


vate apartment, and each his particular province aſſigned; ſo that if he 
difcovers that any of them are unfaithful, there is no difficulty where to 


fix it. 


Notwithſtanding this prince's great abilities, his ſituation ſeems to be 
uneaſy, It has been faid of him, that he once declared he would give 
his 
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his right hand to be ſure of poſſeſſing s1LESIA during his life. It is. 
highly improbable that he ever did make ſuch a declaration, though it 
might be made for him by the partizans of the houſe of Aus TRITA. 


Immediately after the diverſions I have mentioned were concluded, the 
king went to BRESLAU ; it was remarkable that the houſe in which he 
was lodged, was in flames without its being known by what means, and 
his majeſty had but juſt time to preſerve his perſon, narrowly eſcaping 
from the flames as his father did about 20 years before at DRESDEN. Now 
F have mentioned BRESLAU, it may be worth obſerving that the king 
maintains a garriſon of 10,000 ſoldiers in that city, whereas the Aus- 
TRIANS never had near that number. Notwithſtanding ſome appear- 


ances, the ſteady hand with which this prince conducts his government, 
promiſes a happy reign. The time may come when it will be the mutual 


intereſt of this nation, and the houſe of BRANDENBURG, to reunite a- 
gain: though religion ſeems to be out of the queſtion in moſt political 
alliances, yet this conſideration will ever create an inclination to friend- 


ſhip amcng ſtates. The eſtabliſhed religion of BRANDENBURG is much 


the ſame as ours: we have generally been connected with that houſe ; 


and the preſent good ſituation of it, if the UNITED PROVINCES continue 


in the condition they are in, may again render a union neceſſary. But 
whatever changes time may produce in ſtates, ever ſubject to change, 


honour, I think, will be due to the preſent king of PpRussrA from 


us, and all mankind. He has eſtabliſhed a reputation upon the ſureſt 
foundation, was it only for that bold generous ſtroke in politics, in. 


delivering his country from the jaws of lawyers, who before his time, 


at leaſt in. BRANDENBURG, ſported with the ſufferings of the wretch- 


ed, and ſaw unmoved the tears of the widow. In the PRUSssTAN do- 


minions, the deciſion of cauſes cannot be protracted to a tormenting 
and devouring length. How long this will laſt is hard to ſay, unleſs the 


king has the art of making his ſubjects virtuous, as well as obedient to 


his edits. The ſuits. in BRANDENBURG are now brought to a ſpeedy 
iſſue at an eaſy expence, a regulation which could never be made but by 
the ſingular attention of a ſovereign prince. Why it is not. done in li- 


mited. 
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mited as well as abſolute monarchies, I know not; unleſs in certain in- 


ſtances ſlavery is preferred to liberty, or the name of liberty to the re- 
ality of it. The law is certainly an excellent and a neceſſary profeſſion; 
but too many men are bred up to it; conſequently in purſuit of a ſup- 
port, they deviate from the original deſign, by perplexing with injurious 
refinements that which it is their duty to make plain and intelligible. 


After what has been ſaid in praiſe of the king of PRUss1A, and of 


the ſeveral marks of his fine taſte and penetrating judgment, we may 


contemplate the ſuperior charms of liberty. A man accuſtomed to live 
under a limited monarchy, who has preſerved a right ſenſe of his condition, 
will plainly diſcover how little defirable thoſe circumſtances are, which 
render it the duty of a father to ſubmit the diſpoſal of his children, as 


as well as his eſtate, to the arbitrary will of his ſovereign ; which muſt 
ſometimes tempt him, even under ſuch a king as his pRUsSIAN majeſty, 


to curſe his anceſtors, whoſe folly or cowardice have forfeited the reward 
of virtue, and the moſt valuable gift which the author of nature — be- 


ſtowed on his creatures. 


G N A  XXXIvV. 


A ſhort deſcription of the palaces of CHARLOTTENBURG and pors DAM. 
Of the PRUSSIAN guards, number of the PRUSSIAN troops, their arms, 
cloathing, exerciſe and pay; with a view of the PRUSSIAN revenues. 


EFORE I took my final leave of BERLIN, my Curioſity carried 
me to to CHARLOTTENBURG, Which is about a mile diſtance from 
the city, through a road exceeding ſandy. The king's grandfather found- 
ed this palace, and his preſent majeſty has finiſhed it according to his 
own taſte, which appears to be extremely elegant. There is a range of 
about ten apartments, few of them large, but well diſpoſed and conve- 
nient; they are adorned with white ſtoco and gilding in a very high 
manner. The ball room is in an exquiſite taſte, and worthy of the 


king who is faid to have deſigned it. It has ten windows on each fide, 
and 
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and beſides the ſtoco and guilding, which are more rich than in the other 
apartments, it is alſo adorned with buſts, ſtatues and large pier glaſſes. . 
The gardens are laid out with taſte, and the. ſtatues well diſpoſed. 


Auguſt the 22d, I left BERLIN- and went to POTSDAM, which is diſ- 
tant 4 miles; the road is very ſandy and diſagreeable. This is the fa- 
vourite reſidence of the king; it is agreeably ſituated on a branch of the- 
SPREE, Which forms a ſerpentine figure, and is near 100 fathoms over. 
The town is of a conſiderable extent, and the buildings neat and regular, 
as indeed are thoſe of almoſt every town in BRANDENBURG ; but it ſeems 
to be intirely occupied by ſoldiers. The palace which the king has lately 
built there, is not large, but elegant, particularly the king's writing- 
chamber and ſtudy, the laſt is partitioned by balluſtrades of ſilver; the 
frames of the looking- glaſſes and embelliſhments of the tables are alſo 
of the ſame metal. There is a large apartment for the officers who dine 
in it every day at the king's expence. The throne in the audience cham- 
ber is magnificently adorned with a rich embroidery of the arms of the 
houſe of BRANDENBURG, ſupported by two HERCULES's.. In one of. 
the apartments are two curious figures in copper, of a CHINESE man 
ſitting, a woman of the ſame country ſupporting an umbrello over him ; 
the whole piece is richly gilded and ſtands in an oval niche laid with 
marble ; theſe two figures compoſe a very convenient ſtove. They were 
then lining the grand falloon with sILESIA marble, of which the ſtair-- 


caſe was already finiſhed, 
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In the garden are many rich ſtatues of a great ſize, particularly a Nx p- 
TUNE and AMPHITRITE erected on a ſea car in a large baſon, oppoſite 
the eaſt front of the palace. The ſtables are contiguous, and well fur- 


niſhed with good ENGLISH hunters. 
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In porspAM are quartered the king's guards, who are about 2000. 
men, of great ſtature and comelineſs, well cloathed, and diſtinguiſhed | 
by filver laced hats and black cockades. His preſent majeſty has declined . 
thoſe oppreſſive meaſures which the old king practiſed to ſupport this 
body ot men of a prodigious ſtature ; ney are yet remarkably tall. A 


certain — 
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certain ENGLISH nobleman being aſked by his late majeſty, * if his maſ- 
< ter had any equal number of troops who could beat theſe tall fellows,” 
anſwered, < I do not know that the king my maſter has any regiment 


«© who can beat your majeſty's guards; but I dare engage he has one of 
ee half their number that would fight them.” 


The army which his preſent majeſty keeps on | foot, being an \ object of 
aſtoniſhment to the curious world, I ſhall mention ſuch particulars as oc- 
curred to me; and though many of them may at firſt fight appear as too 
minute for judicious obſervation, yet they are not, I think, unintereſting, 


The number of troops in the pay of the king of pruss1a is generally 
computed at 120, ooo; his officers inſiſted they were 140,000. I have 
ſeen a liſt which makes them yet more numerous, but I believe they do 


not exceed this number, if they reach it. 


This prince has a body of 80 ſquadrons of nuss ARS, each of 130 
men. I ſaw many of them in the towns I paſſed through, and was ſur- 
prized by what means they could be collected, ſo youthful, comely, 


ſtrong and well ſhaped: but the king has his emiſſaries all over EUROPE. 


Whilſt I was in DANTz16, a young man of whom I had ſome know - 
ledge, bad procured himſelf a lodging in priſon ; his debt, which was of 
about 201. was immediately offered to be paid, provided he would enter 


into the Russ AN ſervice, 


The arms of the nuss ARs are a light muſket and ſabre, both which 


are kept in admirable order. Their cloathing is of coarſe red cloth, made 


cloſe to their bodies, and ſtrengthened at the elbows by leather in the 
ſhape of a heart. Their breeches are of well dreſſed ſheep-ſkin, Their 
boots ſhort and light, but the ſoles of them made durable. Their caps 
are ſtrengthened in the ordinary way, ſo as to ſtand a cut. They are 
the only denomination of ſoldiers in the PpRuss IAN ſervice who have 
no chaplain; indeed their number upon the old eſtabliſhment was incon- 
ſiderable. One of the chaplains who attended the king in the laſt war, 


_ complained to me of the little ſenſe of religion among the nuss ARS; and 


as an inſtance, mentioned a remarkable piece of villainy committed by 


one 
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one-of that body. A young man had juſt taken charge of a purſe of 
money from a dying PRUSSIAN officer, who had enjoined him to deliver 
it to his wife and children; a Huss AR came up to him in this interval 
and demanded the purſe, which the young man refuſed, alledging for 
what purpoſe he had received it; notwithſtanding which, this lawleſs 
ſoldier murdered him and took the money 


Beſides the nuss ARs, the king has a ſmall body of men whom they 
call hunters, who are reputed the moſt faithful couriers in his army, and 
are oftentimes promoted for their fidelity in hazardous enterprizes. The 
AUSTRIANS are ſaid to have employed men under this denomination 
among their ranks with pieces loaded with ſingle balls, to mark out 
the officers of the enemy, in which they are very dexterous. This, 
which is confeſſedly an unwarrantable practice, induced the pRuss As, 
according to the report of the latter, to take the ſame method: when 
theſe hunters are taken priſoners no quarter is granted on either ſide. 


The PRUSSIAN ſoldiers in general are remarkable for their very ſhort 
cloathing, which at firſt view ſeems to be frugality to a degree of ridi- 
culouſneſs, but is moſt plainly calculated for many wiſe ends. Nothing 
but a blind ſuperſtition for the cuſtoms of our forefathers, could have fo 
long kept ſeveral nations ignorant of the ſame management. The pRus- 

SLAN ſoldiers alſo have their elbows armed with leather, as already ob- 
ſerved. It faves the reputation of patching an old garment ; and one ne- 
ver ſees a PRUSSIAN foldier the leaſt in rags; on the contrary they all ap- 
pear as gentlemen, with regard to the cleanlineſs of their perſons. 


I be king's guards and ſome few other regiments are cloathed annually, 

but in general the army has new regimentals twice in three years only, 
The late king required the ſoldiery to wear white ſpatterdaſhes winter and 
ſummer, but his preſent majeſty obſerving the inconvenience as well as 
inelegance of it, gives his men black for the winter; theſe are made of 
fuſtian, or a thick kind of linnen cloth. The ſoldiers have alſo breeches 


Whatever the prieſt might imagine, I am afraid ſuch accidents are not unuſual in war, and that 
a common ſoldier ſometimes kills a friend as well as an enemy. 
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of woollen cloth in this ſeaſon, whereas in ſummer they are of white dimity 
or linnen, which are very light and clean. They obſerve an uniformity 
about their heads by wearing pigtails, which are eaſily kept in repair. 
They are generally powdered, but always ſo when on duty; and this 
modern elegance in dreſs not only ſerves to preſerve the natural hair, or 
wig, but gives the ſoldier a reſpect for his own perſon ; and the rank in 


which he is taught to conſider himſelf, compenſates in ſome ſort for the 
ſmallneſs of his pay. 


The ſoldiers hats, and the caps of the grenadiers are ſmall, but at 
the ſame time as they anſwer all the purpoſes of a covering and a uni- 
form, their heads by this means are kept the cooler; this muſt afford 
a conſiderable advantage both in march and action, beyond the ridiculous 
magnitude of modern coverings, which had once prevailed fo much in the 
BRITISH army, that the ſoldiers affected a reputation for courage in pro- 
portion to the dimenſion of their hats. 


The PR USSIAN ſoldiers carry their cartouch box much higher than 
thoſe of any troops I have yet ſeen : this muſt alſo render their march 
the eaſier, as the carriage of it is ſo much the lighter; and cuſtom 
muſt make it equally familiar to draw their cartridges: their arms on the 
other hand are reputed incomparably the largeſt and moſt weighty of any 
in EUROPE, though ſome of the fuzileers, who are ſmaller bodied men, 
have their arms proportioned. As to the cleanneſs of them, tis hard 
to believe how far this is carried: a ſoldier can hardly find time to be 
idle or wicked. Notwithſtanding the great weight of their arms, the 
tactic art is carried here to the higheſt perfection; and nothing can give 
more pleaſure to thoſe who have any idea of the harmony of this ſort of 
motion, than the exerciſe of the pRUS$LAN ſoldiers, which they go through 
twice a day: when the weather is bad it is performed under cover, for 
which proper places are appointed, The leaſt motion of the head not 
according to art, is corrected ; ſo that a ſoldier in this ſervice muſt apply 
diligently to his duty; or he will paſs his time very ill. The frequent re- 
petition of exerciſe leems to render theſe heavy arms more familiar to 


them 
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them, than much lighter are to ſoldiers kept in idleneſs. Men thus inured 
to labour, muſt neceſſarily enjoy great advantages in marching ; and when 
they come to action, their heavy arms will bear a greater repetition of 
diſcharges, carry further with larger balls, and have a greater weight with 
the bayonet. The king makes himſelf acquainted with circumſtances 
the moſt minute, however diſregarded through a blind ſucceſſion of ages 
as things indifferent, well knowing how much the fate of empires may 

depend on cauſes leſs the objects of common obſervation. 


Theſe ſoldiers are not put to any other than military duties; except the 
natives of BRANDENBURG who in time of peace have liberty by rotation to 
- purſue agriculture and mechanic employments. In reſpect to labour they 
are conſidered as gentlemen : but drunkenneſs and gaming are puniſhable in 
the ſevereſt manner. 


During the ſummer they ſend bodies of cavalry into the field ; at the 
fame time that this accuſtoms them to the duty of a campaign, they 
ſerve alſo as an advanced guard, prevent deſertion among the ſoldiers, and 
robberies or murders on the roads: for out of theſe detachments, which 
are generally compoſed of about 100 men and upwards, a watch guard 
of two men are-placed in ſeveral different parts of the roads near their 
body. None but the king's guards are ever permitted to go without the 
walls of BERLIN. 


In all countries where great armies are ſupported, a rigid diſcipline be- 
comes eſſential, and this his pRUsS1AN ſeems to underſtand. It is thought 
that many of his ſoldiers are ripe for deſertion, and ſo it appeared to me 
from ſome particular circumſtances; but foreigners who have already 
been in ſeveral ſervices, are generally inconſtant, 


I have already obſerved, that two thirds of the army, according to 
their eſtabliſhment, ſhould be compoſed of foreigners, and this reaſon, 
as well as the ſmall number of inhabitants in the PRUssIAN dominions, 
make it obvious how difficult it muſt be to recruit an army; fo that how- 
ever formidable this prince may appear, if we conſider his country as little 

Dd 2 plentiful 
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plentiful in reſources of wealth as of inhabitants, that ſtrength muſt be 
deemed artificial in a great meaſure, which has ſo great a connection 
with foreign dependencies : however all the world muſt allow, that the 
ſtrength derived from the acquiſition of sILESTIA, which conſtitutes a 
great part of this prince's power, is more natural ; whether it is more 
ſtable ſhall not be my buſineſs to enquire, 


The pay of a common ſoldier in this country is eight groſch * a week, 
and of this three pence is ſuppoſed to go in waſhing, and materials for 
cleaning their arms, for which they are ſo much diſtinguiſhed ; but they 
are allowed bread, 


Upon this calculation 120,000 men coſt but 364, ooo l. ſo that if we 
reckon thrice this ſum, in order to include their ammunition bread, the 
pay of officers, and cloathing, it does not much exceed a million ſtir- 
ling ; ſuch is the incredible force of diſcipline and ceconomy : but this 
is a leſſon with which we are not well acquainted in GREAT BRITAIN, 
One remarkable proof of this economy is, that the PRUss AN army, 
as well as all the officers of the crown, receive their pay before it is due : 
SILESIA,, according to ſome calculations, ſupports near 40,000 men; 
from whence we may judge how reluctant the houſe of ausTRIA muſt 
have been to part with it. The ſubſidy which the king receives from 
FRANCE, is ſaid to be no leſs an object than 300,000 l. value in our 
money. 


The revenues of the houſe of pRANDENBURG, including the king's 
late conqueſt, are computed at eight millions of dollars“; but I think 
this ſum. exceeds the reality, Theſe revenues ariſe from a tax of about 
half the rent of the lands, and. near 4o per cent. on the value of all 


eatables, ſoap, candles, &c. and yet, what muſt appear moſt ſtrange to 
us in ENGLAND, the advantages ariſing from the national œconomy, and 
the regularity which runs through every branch of the government, and 


particularly in the parcimony of the court, make the people's chains fit. 
caſy, and ſecure their property enough to animate their induſtry. 


E Fourteen pence, * 1,400, ooo l. 


Happy 
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Happy were it for us did we know but half the miſery which other 
nations feel. It would induce us chearfully to contribute to the ſupport 
of that government againſt which we are ſo apt to complain: the inte- 
grity of our manners would then render it unneceſſary to good miniſters, 
and dangerous to bad ones, to dare to corrupt the minds of thoſe on 
whoſe virtue our — muſt ultimately depend. 


— 


. _—_ 


© H A Þ. Mk 


Deſcription of SANs soul. A ſhort account of the manufafory, acade- 
my; and church at WITTENBURG. Diftreſſes in SAXONY, occaſioned by 
the multiplicity of deer. The author arrives at DRESDEN. A ſhort ac- 
count of that city and its trade. Number of inhabitants, ſoldiery, efta- 


bliſhed religion, Rois chapel, &c. Some particulars concerning the- 


king of PRUSSIA after his victories in SAXONY. 


ANS SOUCI being in the neighbourhood of porsDANM, I indulg-- 
ed my curioſity in ſeeing it before I took my leave of the electorate 
of BRANDENBURG ; for hardly in any part of GERMANY is there any 
thing worth ſeeing, but what immediately belongs to the ſovereigns of 


the country. This building ſeems to have been intended as a ſummer- 


houſe and library to the palace of yoTsDAM, from whence it is about 
an ENGLISH mile. It ſtands upon an eminence, and commands an agree- 


able view of the town, and alſo of a ſmall branch of the SPREE, which 
runs by the fide of the garden. The apartments are for the moſt part 
on the ground floor; they are elegantly finiſhed, and as the king ſeems 
to have a liking for the place, it is probable the building will be enlarg- 
ed. From the houſe to the lower part of the garden, is a deſcent of 
about 120 yards, by ſix ſeveral ranges of ſtone ſteps, and as many ter- 
raſes, the fides of which are all planted with vines and covered with glaſs 


caſements, and ſtanding full to the ſouth and ſouth-eaſt ſun, the fruit is 


well ripened. The garden below has nothing extraordinary, except fe» 


veral fine pieces of ſtatuary done by xAN CIE of PARas, particularly 2 


_ VENUS drawing a net, and a DIANA with game; the pedeſtals of which 
ere. 
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are alſo rich in relievo. There are ſeveral others of leſs note, both in 
marble and lead, and alſo baſons of the ſame material. For ſome of 
theſe curioſities the king is obliged to count B RUHL, whom we ſhall have 
occaſion to mention. As his majeſty profeſſes no love for this miniſter, 
he the more eaſily reconciled carrying off ſeveral ſtatues and other ſuch 
valuables from the count's houſe and gardens at pREsDEN. The gar- 
den is ſhort of half an ENGLISH meaſured mile, the eaſt end of it is 
terminated by an EGYPTIAN pyramid, embelliſhed with hieroglyphics. 
Here is very little turf and no gravel, the ſandy walks robbing the gar- 
den of half its beauty. This place is treated with an uncommon reſpect, 
the gardiner did not permit me to walk with my ſword on, alledging 
that the king himſelf never wore one in that retreat. 


The 23d of Auguſt I left poTsDAm, and travelling through woods 
and ſandy plains, where I met with only one ſmall village, and hardly a 
living creature except ſome deer in the foreſt, I arrived at BEL ITZ, which is 
two GERMAN miles; from thence to BRITZEN are two very long miles, but 
the road leſs ſandy : this is the pRUssIAN frontier, From BRITZEN I en- 
tered the electorate of saxony. The paſſport which I had received from the 
governor of BERLIN was no longer of any uſe. Here the pleaſantneſs of the 
verdure and the richneſs of the ſoil, intermixed with groves and herds of 
cattle, give one an idea of plenty, ſuperior to what is found in BRAN- 
DENBURG}; yet the economy and elegance of the prUss1ans compen- 
ſate ſo greatly for this inequality, that many of the s axons have taken 
refuge in BRANDENBURG, and chuſe the ſandy ſoil of that country, with 
the government of it, preferable to their own. Hence ſeveral little towns 
which the king of pRUssIA has built on his own frontiers, are almoſt 
fully peopled by saxoxs; and ſome of the saxons, I was told, tranſ- 
plant themſelves to AMERICA, to avoid the inſupportable exactions con- 
tinually made on them. 


Having travelled four GERMAN miles, I arrived at wITTENBURG, fa- 
mous for the manufactory of coarſe cloths: the wool in this country 


is remarkably good. There are about 500 private manufacturies, 
cloths 
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cloths are alſo ſent hither from all parts to. be dyed; the blues and greens, 
commonly called sAxoNn, are beſt dyed in this place, 


Here is alſo an academy, in which about 700 ſtudents are taught the 


arts of dancing, fencing, and other polite accompliſhments. They are 
under the care of twelve profeſſors, who teach LATIN, GREEK and 
FRENCH, Young perſons are ſent hither from all parts of cerRMaAny, 
particularly from HAMBURG and DANTzIG. Here is the sokolLorr 
church, a building of about 300 years ſtanding, where MARTIN LUTHER 
firſt preached the doctrine which occaſioned the revolt from the ROMISEH 
church. He is alſo interred here, but has no other monument than a 
fimple braſs plate with an inſcription, except his original portrait at lengttt 


painted on wood, and well preſerved ſince 1540. The people here, as. 
in moſt places, where the LUTHER AN religion prevails, have a ſtrong tinc - 


ture of RomisH ſuperſtition ; among ſeveral inſtances of which the cre- 
dulous tell you, that in the library now belonging to the academy, the 


devil viſited MARTIN LUTHER, Who received him ſo unpolitely as to 
throw his ink-ſtand at him. 


W1TTENBURG is a fortified town, ſituated near the ELBE, and had at 


DESSAU, 


Not far from hence we paſſed over the little river ELSTER, and thro? 
feveral woods of oak, from whence the inhabitants have plenty of acorns 
for their ſwine, which is their principal food, The peaſants were now 
mowing a ſecond crop of hay, but the extreme fertility of the ſoil did. 
not ſcem to diminiſh the poverty of the inhabitants. 


On the 24th I went from wi TEN BURG to ANNABURG, Which is four 
GERMAN miles, and from thence to Gos poR , three GERMAN miles; the 


greateſt part of the latter are very tedious, being through a foreſt where 
the road is very bad. a 


From thence to GROSSEH AGN is three GERMAN miles, through a de- 
lightful road and rich foil, This country abounds in large ſtorks, with 
black. 
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this time a garriſon of 500 invalids, commanded by prince EUGENE of 
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black tails, and wings tipped with the ſame colour. I counted ten towns 
and villages round me, within the circle of little more than an ENOLISE 
mile, which rather ſhows what saxoxy has been than what it now is. 


On the 25th I paſſed by MoLsBERG, a hunting palace belonging to the 
king, ſituated on an eminence near the village 1s1NGBERG, about two 
GERMAN miles from DRESDEN. The avenue which leads to it is very 
long, well paved, and planted on each fide with wild cheſnut- trees: it 
has a good garden, and is ſurrounded with woods, where the king takes 
ſuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he ſometimes remains there 
for three months at a time. At the bottom of it is a great lake which 
abounds in fiſh, 


Hunting is the ruling paſſion of the sAxo court, and a fatal paſſion 
it is; for the rational inhabitants are more diſtreſſed by it than the brutes. 
In the hard winter of 1740, it is computed that above 30,000 head of 
deer died in the eleQorate of saxony ; and yet in the open lands and 
foreſts were now reckoned to remain above that number, of which no- 
body dares to kill one under penalty of being condemned as a galley- 
{lave : thus the deer become more tame than a ſportſman could wiſh ; 
and theſe with the wild boars are ſo great a nuſance to the country, that 
the s axons would gladly compound to ſupport a body of Sooo ſoldiers 
extraordinary, on condition that theſe animals ſhould be reduced to 
half their preſent number. In every town of any note there are fifty of 
the inhabitants who watch, five every night, by rotation, and uſe bells 
to frighten the deer, and defend their corn from the incurſions of this for- 
midable enemy. Frequent remonſtrances have been made to the court 
on this ſubject, but to no other purpoſe than to convince the people of 
their ſlavery. This little paſſion, joined to a fooliſh reſpe& for the cuſ- 
tom of their forefathers, thus induces the electors of saxony to violate 
the property of their ſubjects; at the ſame time they depart from the 
true ends of government, and conſequently from their true happineſs, 


which they fondly ſeek by ſuch gratiications, 
The 
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The peaſants of this. country carry proviſions to market for a great diſ- 
tance in wheelbarrows, which are well adapted for the purpoſe both in 
their height and other dimenſions; the wheel of it is bound with iron, 
and is lighter, though much larger, than thoſe we uſe in ENGLAND. 


DRESDEN, the metropolis of the electorate of saxony, ſtands on a 


plain, ſurrounded about two leagues off by lofty hills; the neareſt of them 


are very ſandy, and are therefore converted into vineyards, which, receiv- 
ing all the heat of a full fouth ſun, ſometimes bring the grapes to 
maturity ; but I never heard any great commendations of their wine, 
As I entered the city I obſerved a very different conduct in the guard 
from what is found in BRANDENBURG; for here no queſtions were aſked, 


whereas the PRUSSIANS are as circumſpect as in time of war. Near the 
entrance of the part called the xEWNW] CIT, is an equeſtrian ſtatue of the 
late king auGusTvus II. erected on a lofty pedeſtal, ſaid to be made by 


a common ſmith, and as ſuch may be admired ; but it has many capital 
defects, particularly in the head of the horſe. 


This city is well fortified : it ſtands on both ſides of the ELBE, which 
communicate with each other by a ſtone bridge 540 feet long, and 36 
broad, in which ſpace it has 18 arches ; the paſſage over it is horizontal, 
and takes off very much from that grand effect which a curve produces 
in theſe ſtructures . Great order is obſerved in paſſing this bridge, one 
fide being appointed to lead to the NEw ciTy, and the other to the oLD; 
near the latter it is adorned with a crucifix of braſs of curious workman- 


ſhip, about half as big as the life. It is fixed on a ſtone pedeſtal, on 


which are the emblems of death and the devil, repreſented by a human 
ſkull and a ſerpent 'in braſs. Here are ſeveral ſquares and lofty ſtone 
buildings, in which are ſix or ſeven ſtories. The rooms, though neat, 
are not large. The buildings make an elegant appearance, but are infe- 


rior in beauty to thoſe of BERLIN. DRESDEN being an antient city, many 


of the ſtreets are narrow, 


i The bridge at WESTMINSTER 1s incomparably more grand. 
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The trade of this place is very inconſiderable. The moſt important 
commodity here is filver, of which the mines near FRIDBURG pro- 
duce every fifteen days about the value of 20,000 dollars *, which is 
brought into the city in ingots in a regular carriage appointed for 
that purpoſe, and immediately coined and delivered to the proprie- 
tors. The mines are under the care of directors, whoſe buſineſs it 
is to ſupport the value of the ſtock, but they uſually go in a beaten 
tract, without making any efforts to encreaſe the quantity, on the con- 
trary it often comes ſhort of the ordinary computation. This filver is im- 
mediately coined into florins of 16 groſch, which with reſpect to the cur- 
rent money of bats, driers, &c. is worth 7 per cent. advance, and is 
conſequently ſo ſpeedily conveyed into the neighbouring territories to be 
again melted down, that it is next to impoſſible to obtain in change in 
this true ſilver, money for one ſingle louis d'or in the ordinary commerce 
of the people: in which inſtance the saxons ſeem very regardleſs of 
their own intereſt ; for though this filver may be conſidered as a com- 
modity, the currency of ſuch a coin as their bats and driers, muſt be de- 
trimental in proportion as they are worſe than their genuine coin. 


The exchange here is regulated as in LETISId. The par 1s reckoned 
125 SAXON dollars for 100 rix dollars current in AMSTERDAM, but the 
exchange is generally 135 for their ſmall monies : there is an agio of 


3 per cent. when payment is made for bills in louis d'ors, and for du- 
cats 4 per cent, is allowed. 


They pretend there are 30,000 towns and villages in saxoxy, of which 
to the number of 60 are ſeen from ſome eminences near DRESDEN. They 
alſo reckon that the whole electorate has 4 millions of people, which 
ſeems to be twice the number one ought to believe, eſpecially as they 
acknowledge to have only 2600 eccleſiaſtics; nor were there now in DREs- 
DEN above 110,000 ſouls, of which 4000 were ſoldiers. 


The king's guard is a regiment conſiſting of 2000 ſoldiers, half of them 
are POLANDERS and half sAxoNs : they are tall well-looking men, their 
regimentals in good order, and their exerciſe exact; it is modelled after 


* 35001, "0h 
the 
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the PRUSSIAN manner, but not carried to that perfection. Their arms 
are lighter than thoſe of the px Us81ANs, but their cartouch box heavier : 
except this regiment, which is cloathed in red, all the infantry wear white 
with different facings. The king's horſe guards are cloathed in a high 

taſte, but with a mixture of the grand and ridiculous, their buff coats be- 
ing richly embroidered in gold, with a fun on their breaſt and another on 
their backs. The sAxoxs are reckoned very good ſoldiers. Several P RUs- 
SIAN officers have acknowledged to me, that had the Aus T RIANS be- 
haved fo well as the saxons, they ſhould have found a more arduous 
ſtruggle in the late war, The inhabitants here think the king of prussA 
did not play fair upon the occaſion of the battle of DRESDEN ; yet they 
acknowledge the good order preſerved in the pRusSIAN army by his ma- 
jeſty's preſence, as it ſaved the citizens from thoſe violences which they 
feared from the ferocity of the prince of ANHAULT DEssAU. When 
the king of PRUSSIA came to this city with his army, he would not ſuf- 
fer even his brother aucusTVs wiLLIAaM to gratify his curioſity in ſee- 
ing the rarities which were left in the green vault, for fear of any acci- 
dent to them. One of my acquaintance in DRESDEN told me that the 
king aſked him what the people thought upon the occaſion of the battle, 
he replied, © We were all in the higheſt terrors and apprehenſions.“ So 
<« was I alſo, ſays the king, and we muſt all thank your "—_— the e- 
ce lector of s AxoN x for it.” 


Beſides the ſeveral n ities under which this country labours, the jea- 
louſy ariſing from the article of religion is not the leaſt; the eſtabliſhed 
LUTHERAN clergy are watchful of the reformed church which is much 
kept under, and obliged to have all their marriages, chriſtenings and bu- 
rials performed by LUTHERANS ; whilſt both think themſelves extremely 
injured by the great countenance which is given at court to the ROMAN 
catholics. They eſteem it a groſs abſurdity for a proteſtant people to be 
governed by a ROMISH prince; for the very principles of that religion, in- 
ſtead of promoting the notion of one common intereſt, declare againſt it. 


According to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of saxony, the ROMAN ca- 
tholics can no more have a church in DRESDEN, than their elector, with- 
Ee 2 out 
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out being of the RoMisn church, can be king of POLAND. A chapel 


however is connived at, by which is underſtood a private, or at leaſt a mo- 
deft place of worſhip ; but the RomIsn chapel, as it is fo called, is a pom- 


pous ſtructure, and fo richly adorned with ſtatues and architecture, that 
art and expence ſeem to contend for the ſuperiority, however it was not 
yet entirely compleated. The furniture of it is intended to be of saxon- 
porcelain, the altar. piece and organ not excepted. I faw ſome of the or- 
gan pipes in different pieces, and I make no doubt of the completion of 
this delign. 


The pleaſure I had in the acquaintance of young count BUENAU, who 
was with the poLIsH embaſſador at St. PETERSBURG, gave me an op- 


portunity of carrying a recommendatory letter, directed to the count his 


father, at NOETHNIZ, Which is not far from DRESDEN. This nobleman, 
who ſerved the late emperor as miniſter of ſtate, is eſteemed one of 
the moſt learned men in GERMANY, and has made one of the fineſt col- 
lection of books. I was very politely received by Mr. PETRI and Mr. 


GERVINUS, both merchants, alſo by Mr. pETsHoLD, who had been the 


SAXON miniſter at the Russ 1 AN court, and was now on his departure as 
minifter at the court of vienna, Mr. Fox ck, who was charged with the 


$AXON affairs in RUSSIA, obliged me with a particular recommendation 


to Mr. Dr viETHn, maſter of the ceremonies to the king of pol Ax p. 


This gentleman is remarkable for a fine perſon ; he received me very po- 


litely, and expreſſed great concern at the abſence of the court, which 
was at WARSAW, as it deprived him of the means of procuring me ma- 
ny pleaſures. — 


SHA. 


E 
C H A P. XXXVI. 


A ſuccin account of the curioſities in DRESDEN in the eight apartments of 
the GRUNE GEWOLBE, and the twelve chambers f the kUuNTSKAM- 
MAR, SOLOMON's femple. King's gallery of Pictures. The CHINESE: 


palace, and the quantity of porcelain contained in it. Of the saxo 


porcelain in general. 


R. DE vzITEH was ſo very obliging as to attend me to the UNE 


ann of great riches as well as curioſities. 


I know not whether any traveller has given an account of the profu- 


ſion of expenſive trinkets contained in this building; but it is certain 


there are many of moſt exquiſite art, collected at a prodigious expence. 
They are too numerous to attempt a particular catalogue; the minutes 
which I took down on the {pot are as follows: 


The firſt chamber contains 100 ſmall ſtatues curiouſly wrought, the 
greateſt part in braſs, particularly an equeſtrian ſtatue of avevsTys II. 


king of POLAND; FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, being a mo- 


del of the famous. ſtatue at BERLIN”; LEWIS XIV; centaurs, MER+- 
CURY'S, &c. 


The ſecond chamber is of ivory, in a great variety of figures; among, 
others there is a fine crucifix ; a ſhip completely rigged, with gold wire 
to repreſent ropes ; the fails are adorned with the arms of the king and 
the names of the princes of the royal family ; a figure of ABRAHAM 


offering his ſon 184 Ac, with the angel deſcending and holding the hand 
of ABRAHAM as it is raiſed to give the fatal wound. This figure, which 
is a copy of what was in the academy of St. PETERSBURG, is one ell. 


and a half high, and of exquiſite workmanſhip. 


The third is of filver, curiouſly wrought in variety of figures, par- 


ticularly a large fountain and four vaſes of a great ſize. The fourth 


> The chamber of Knowledge. = Green vault, » Cf which I have given a plate. 
cohtams 


GEWOLBE u, which is an apartment of the royal palace, and a. 
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contains veſſels of pure gold, and filver gilt; the pannels of the 
room are of looking-glaſs. There are ſeveral fine enamelled cups, and 


ſome pieces of plate of which they boaſt the antiquity. The fifth is a 


| ſpacious room with a large quantity of precious ſtones worked with great 
art; a cup of LAPIS NEPHRITICUS®; a ſtatue of chARLES II. of 


ENGLAND; a large goblet ſet round with the moſt curious and coſtly an- 


tiques; the angel MICHAEL vanquiſhing the devil; this piece is of wood, 
and of admirable workmanſhip performed in ENGLAND, it coſt 2500 l. 
and is only two feet high. There are ſeveral fine tables of mosarc, par- 
ticularly one repreſenting flowers, which coſt 70,000 ſcudi of FLORENCE, 
and was given to the king as a preſent ; a ball of criſtal fix inches diame- 
ter, without blemiſh ; with a great variety of cups, criſtals, mother of 
pearls, &c. 


The ſixth Auer is of precious ſtones, with ſome falſe ones. There 


are alſo great variety of pearls ſet in a multiplicity of forms; his preſent 
majeſty of poLAND curiouſly cut in an onyx; the repreſentation of jo- 
NAS thrown into the ſea, made of precious ſtones, which is a very fine 
piece, and there are ſeveral others of the like nature ; a ſword with a fil- 


ver blade, fo tempered as to bend like ſteel, the hilt is of gold; this cu- 
rioſity was ſent to the king by his holineſs of RoME; the royal crown, 
ſceptres, balls, &c. of the king and queen, which are of falſe ſtones, 


the precious ones are taken out for uſe, and depoſited in the next cham- 


bers, viz. the ſeventh and the eighth : theſe being of prodigious value, are 


ſurrounded with glaſs caſes, and filled with the king's regalia, and a pro- 
fuſion of rich trinkets, as ſwords, buttons, canes, ſtars of his order, 


&c. ſet with the fineſt ſtones, and many of them very large; there are five 
dozen of coat and three of waiſtcoat buttons of brilliants, ſix dozen of 
buttons and fix dozen of button-holes of roſe diamonds ; a brilliant as big 
as a moderate ſized wallnut ; a green brilliant above an inch long; an onyx 
of ſeven inches, eſtimated at 70,000 crowns value; a cup repreſenting 
DIANA In a bath, with combs, bruſhes, &c. all in gold and precious 


o They ſay this ſtone ſuffers no kind of poiſon without breaking, and is an antidote againſt the 
ſtone and gravel, | 


ſtones 3 
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ſtones ; a garniture of —_ as buttons, ſword, ſtar, watch, ſnuff. 
box, &c. 


But to paſs over this profuſion of precious ſtones, the piece of the- 
greateſt curioſity as an exact repreſentation, is the throne of the GREAT 
MOGHOL, Which with extraordinary art and labour is performed in filver 
figures, enamelled in colours, and adorned with precious ſtones. There is a 
view of potentates bringing preſents, and falling proſtrate at the throne, 

with elepliants, ſoldiers, ſervants, and attendants in their different ſtations. 


The artificer DINGELENGER is ſaid to have ſpent many years about this 
work. 
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Having thus gratified my curioſity in ſeeing this expenſive collection, 
I went to take a view of others of a different kind in the KUNTsKAM- 
MER. The firſt chamber contains a large collection or library of prints, 
from the very commencement of the art of engraving to this time; ſo 
that among many things highly valuable, there muſt needs be alſo a great 
deal of traſh ; but of this I can ſay but little, the abſence of the librari- 
an having prevented my ſeeing it. 
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The ſecond is the mineral gallery ; here are the earth and foil of the 
different countries of the world, and proof has been made of their prin- 
Ciples and qualities; alſo oars of every denomination, of every country 
where mines are found, particularly of the tin, lead, copper, filver and gold 
of the mines of sAxoN V: and here I had very ſtriking proofs of the pro- 
duction of ſolid lumps of the fineſt metal in mines, as the common earth 
produces ſtones. But what ſurprized me more, was the metal vegetables, 

if fo I may call that which grows on the ſurface of the earth; here were 
ſome of gold of above two inches high, and of filver about fix inches, 
The s axons eſteem themſelves ſuperior to any nation in the knowledge 
of minerals ; they have reduced it ſo much to a fcience, that many of 
the ſtudents at the univerſity of FRIBURG, apply themſelves more imme- 
diately to this ſtudy, the agreeable purſuit of which muſt open a new 
creation to thoſe who have conſidered only the mp of the mate- 


rial 
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rial world. In this chamber were all kinds of ſtones and marbles of dif- 


ferent countries, with whatever of this fort can improve or entertain the 
curious. Here is alſo the pearl which is found in the river ELSTER; 
likewiſe the mineral ASBEST 0s; it is of a white or ſilver colour, its parts 
or fibres are diviſible ; they feel as ſoft as ſilk, and it has this extraordinary 
property, that fire cleanſes without conſuming it. The more extraordi- 
nary thing is a magnet of two foot and a half, which I compute to be 
not quite an 'ounce troy that ſupports near five pounds of iron. 


The third chamber conſiſts of things petrified, particularly pieces of 


wood, ſome animals, and many fiſh, There are alſo birds eggs in their 


proper neſts. They told me that the waters of KXARLsBAD have this 
effect of petrifying, and that moſt of theſe things are from thence. 


The fourth chamber is very large, there are different ſorts of wood and 
vegetables; of the former is a cabinet with 3 5o ſquares as big as the palm 
of a large hand, run in flat as drawers, being all of different forts. In 
this apartment are the pictures of a man and his wife who lived near 
TAMESWAR; he reached the age of 185, ſhe of 172 years. I have ſeen 
copies of theſe pictures, which were preſented by general BRETLACH the 
emperor's embaſſador to the RusslAx court, to count BESTUCHEFP the 
great chancellor. They alſo ſhew here a table of tamarinth, of one 


piece of 2 ells three quarters, and yet they pretend it is * half the di- 
ameter of the tree which produced it. 


The fiſth chamber is a ſmall cabinet of ſkeletons and other anatomical 
curioſities, The fixth conſiſts of many ſorts of animals, the ſkins of 
which are ſtuffed, particularly crocodiles, leopards, monkeys, ſtags, &c. 
and ſeveral monſtrous births of beaſts. There is a figure of a ſtag of 
great ſize made of hartſhorn, which is pretended to be a ſpecific againſt 
the effects of poiſon : the plate hanging on the breaſt of it has this in- 
ſcription, E CORNU CERVI FACTUS, CONTRA VENENA PROSUM, It is 
poſſible this may allude to the frequent exerciſe of hunting, as a cure of 
thoſe diſorders incidental to luxury and indolence. The ſeventh chamber 


18 
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is of the ſkins of fiſhes ſtuffed. I obſerved particularly that of the ſea 


lion, mentioned in lord Axsox's voyages. The eighth has a great quan- 
tity of different kinds of ſhells. The ninth is of amber, of which ma- 
terial there is a cabinet of about {ix feet high and four broad; every 
drawer has ſome natural curiofity in amber. The tenth is a grotto with 
water ſprings. The eleventh has many curioſities in coral. The twelfth 
contains the ſkeletons of lions, bears, &c. of a prodigious ſize, and 
the ſtuffed ſkins of ſome extraordinary beaſts, particularly of a horſe, 
whoſe mane is three ells and a half long, and his tail twelve ells and 


a half, I did not meaſure either, but was ſatisfied of the great curio- 


ſity, from the apparent length of them, which is indeed prodigious. 


From theſe apartments I was conducted to another more remote, to ſee 
a model cut in cedar, of the temple of soLOMON, as deſcribed in the 
old teſtament, and other antient authorities. This piece coſt 12,000 
crowns, and much labour has been beſtowed on it; it repreſents the 
ark, the ſanctum ſanctorum, the ſacrifices, and all other rites and cere- 
monies of the Mos ALC law. 


The next object that engaged my curioſity, was the king's gallery of 


pictures, which, ſince the purchaſe of the duke of MopenAa's collection, 
is one of the fineſt in the world. The saxoxs ſay the 1TAL1ans lament the 
parting with that collection; and that forty young noblemen and gentlemen 
now take DRESDEN in their travels, to one who formerly viſited that city. 


Part of the collection conſiſts in one hundred capital pieces, which are 


faid to be all originals, though the connoifſeurs will not acknowledge it: 
it is certain however that they coſt half a million of crowns ; nnd the 
whole collection, which conſiſts of above two thouſand pieces, are valued 


between two and three millions of crowns? There are many pieces 


which are ſaid to be inimitable, particularly our Saviour curing the lick 3 
and the ſhepherds finding him immediately after his birth, by cok REGIO. 
Theſe pictures not being ranged in proper order, appear to diſadvan- 
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tage; but it is certain that the choiceſt works of RAPHAEL, RUBENS, 
CORREGIo, and all the top maſters, are exhibited in the moſt magnificent 
profuſion. A young woman twenty one years of age, a daughter of the 
director RIDEL, paints admirably, and promiſes to be one of the great- 
eſt genius of the age; and TORELL1, a lad of eleven years only, follows 


226 


her very cloſe. But the greateſt delight which his polish majeſty takes, 


is in a ſmall gallery, all of portraits in crayons; the greateſt part of 
them are of perſons with whom the king was acquainted in his travels, 


particularly in 1TALY. Moſt of theſe pieces are performed by ſigniora 


ROSALBA ; they are certainly very beautiful. Among theſe pictures they 
ſhew one of a certain ITALIAN lady, who is reported to have waſted 


the eſtates of half a dozen ENGLISH lords, and as many ENGLISH gen- 


tlemen; but this ſeems to ariſe from accidents which have happened in 
paſt times. c 


The next curioſity is the CHINESE palace, fo called from the taſte of 


the building, and the intention of furniſhing it with porcelain, The or- 


naments of the architecture, and the relievo in the frontiſpiece, are after 
the CHINESE and JAPAN manner. This palace ſtands on the ELBE, and 


commands a view of the bridge and of the Rois chapel, but it is far 
from being an elegant building, and 1s fituated too near the river, 'The 
_ vaults of this palace conſiſt of fourteen apartments, filled with chHINA and 
' DRESDEN porcelain ; one would imagine there was ſufficient quantity to 
ſtock a whole country, and yet they ſay, with an air of importance, that 


100,000 pieces more are wanted to compleat the intention of furniſhing 
this ſingle palace, which is not large. 


Perhaps it may be ſome indulgence, to a female curioſity at leaſt, to be 
informed concerning this brittle commodity, which has been ſo paſſion- 
ately ſought for by the fair ſex. But can this paſſion be deemed a folly 
when we ſee even mighty princes à pride themſelves in it? Here are a 
great number of porcelain figures of dogs, ſquirrels, monkeys,. wolves, 
bears, leopards, &c. ſome of them as big as the life ; alſo elephants and 


* His majeſty of pRuss14a ſometimes calls his brother of yoL axD, the porcelain king. 


rhino- 
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rhinoceros's of the fize of a large dog ; a prodigious variety of birds, as 
cocks, hens, turkeys, peacocks, pheaſants, hawks, eagles, beſides parrots 


and other foreign birds, and a curious collection of different lowers. The 


apoſtles near three feet high, are in white porcelain. There is a repreſenta- 
tion of the crucifixion four or five feet high, with numerous other curious 


pieces: theſe laſt are intended for the Romisn chapel, which I have al- 


ready obſerved is to be furniſhed with theſe rare materials. A clock 
is preparing for the gallery in this palace, whoſe bells are to be alſo of 
porcelain : I heard one of them proved, and they are ſufficient to form 
any muſic; but the hammers muſt be of wood. 


A ſuperſtitious reverence for this extraordinary production has "© WAP 


his majeſty to preſerve ſome of the firſt efforts of the porcelain fabric, 


and other performances in their ſeveral gradations, to the perfection the 
art is now arrived : nor is this pious concern confined to his own manu- 
factures; here is a great number of plates and diſhes of the old porce- 


lain of chix A, invaluable in the eſteem of thoſe whoſe ideas are re- 


fined above common capacities. But what is moſt amazingly wonder- 
ful, are the 48 cHina vaſes, which do not appear to be of any uſe, 
nor to be any ways extraordinary except their great ſize; and yet his 
| late pol ISH majeſty diſcovered ſuch captivating charms in theſe inanimate 
beauties, that he purchaſed them of the late king of pRussIA, at the 
price of a whole regiment of dragoons. The long gallery in the ſecond 
ſtory had already two marble chimney-pieces, each adorned with near 
40 very large pieces of porcelain, of birds, beaſts, and vaſes, ranged to the 
height of above 20 feet in a moſt ſuperb taſte, the figures being all made 


fo natural, that I could conceive no idea ſuperior in this kind. All forts 


of rich hangings, glaſſes, tables, chairs, &c. are brought into the apart- 
ments, but kept packed and covered, the walls remaining bare for four 
years. The palace in general is unfiniſhed, and it may be preſumed that 
the KING himſelf is tired of the vanity of an unneceſſary variety, and of 
ſuch a profuſion of expenſive baubles. 


Before I finiſh this chapter, I muſt beg leave to make ſome further 


remarks with relation to the saxon porcelain, which has not only infatu- 
Ff 2 ated 
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ated many fair admirers, but extended its reputation to the remoteſt cor- 
ners of the earth. Baron BO TO AR, a miner about 46 years ſince, firſt 
began to make this porcelain: his firſt trial was the red, and from thence he 
proceeded to glazing, and ſince that, gilding and painting have been carried 
to an amazing perfection. In order to preſerve this art as much as poſſi- 
ble a ſecret, the fabric at MRISsEN, Which is near this city, is rendered 
impenetrable to any but thoſe who are immediately employed about the 
work, and the ſecret of mixing and preparing the metal is known to very 
few of them. They are all confined as priſoners, and ſubject to be ar- 
reſted if they go without the walls; and conſequently a chapel and every 
thing neceſſary is provided within. There are about 700 men em- 
ployed, moſt of whom have not above ten GERMAN crowns a month, 
and the higheſt wages are forty, ſo that the annual expence is not 
eſtimated above 80,000 crowns, This manufacture being entirely for 
the king's account, he ſells yearly to the value of 150,000 and ſome- 
times 200,000 crowns *, beſides the magnificent preſents he occaſionally 
makes, and the great quantitv he preſerves for his own uſe. They pre- 
tend they cannot execute faſt enough, the commiſſions which they re- 
ceive even from ASIA, as well as from all parts of EUROP R, and are con- 
ſequently under no neceſſity of lowering the enormous prices; however 
this muſt be the conſequence e're long, if the ENGLISH and FRENCH 
continue to make ſuch great improvements in this art. It is with great 
ſatisfaction that I obſerve the manufactories of Bow, CHELSEA and'STEP- 
'NEY have made ſuch a coniiderable progreſs. On the other hand it is 
equally a ſubject of horror to ſee ſo many ſhops in the ſtreets of LoN DON 
ſupplied with the porcelain of DRESDEN, though it is importable only 
under oath of being for private uſe, and not for ſale. 
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CO KM A FF  MAXVEL 


Remarks on the government in $Axony, A ſhort account of count BRUNL'S: 
great wealth, wardrobe, gallery of pictures, &c. Of the king's gar- 


dens. Expences of the court. National debt, taxes, and revenues of 


SAXONY. A ſhort account of St. HUBERTSBURG, Of the trade, inha- 
bitants, churches, &c. in LEIPSIG. | 


T HE diſtreſſed condition of this electorate, which the reader muſt 


have obſerved in the foregoing pages, is occaſioned not more by 


the unavoidable incidents of war and invaſions, and by the general depra- 
vation of the inhabitants, than by the iniquity of a few. The ſubjects of 
the electors of GERMANY, with one exception, have ever changed their 
condition for the worſe, when the regal has been joined to the electoral 
dignity ; for the royal authority, as in the caſe of pol Axp, has generally 
been employed to oppreſs inſtead of ſupporting them ; and the numerous 
connections attending kingly government, have involved the ſecurity and 
independency of the electorate. Thoſe who have any feeling of human 
miſeries, muſt needs fall into ſerious reflections in viewing the expenſive 


collections of curioſities mentioned in the laſt chapter. If the virtue of 


the man abſtractedly conſidered, is preferable to the externals of a king; 
to ſeek the happineſs of one ſingle family is more glorious in the fight of 


Gop, than to poſſeſs all the uſeleſs rarities in the cabinets of this elec- 
torate. 


In the ordinary computation of greatneſs as derived from wealth and 


power, count BRUHL is incomparably the greateſt man in sAxoN v. The 
people ſay that he has bought eſtates in yoLAND to the amount of 20 
millions of florins *, verifying the ſcriptures, that * the children of this 
world are wiſer in their generation than the children of light,” for he 
has wiſely provided a ſtore out of the reach of the saxoxs, whilſt they 
have no other ſatisfaction than making lampoons on him and his patro- 
neſs the queen. He has alſo ſeveral eſtates in saxcx x, and moveables to 


i 833,3331. 


the. 


1 09 — 22 . 8 x — 0 2 4 * — 
1 C 1 
= — . * I ind * — — 232 — — 0 7 A a ＋ pg 2 . — . * 
wy N - | l - —- — uo RR = 4 
———— —— — —— —2— W 1— ow — Uv bones — 2 4.62 83 x mY 2 
* #, qo « Sc. _- * o_ 37 _ 
4 


— — 
2 — G 
— Ck 


* 
a 2 wo — 1 " 
* 4 * o w 
* * * 
n hh \ _ — 


2 —ͤ—ä—ũ—ͥͤ̃ ia 
_ 4® - 
a » <—_ 
ett by — 
= — 
L 
x o -_- bd 
_ . 4 
A 
2 


230 OF THE GOVERNMENT AND Part III. 


the value of ſix millions of dollars : whether theſe accounts are exagge- 
rated, as is probable, from the little love which the people bear him, 
I know not ; but he owes large ſums, as if he meant to make it the in- 
tereſt of his creditors to preſerve him during the preſent king's reign. 
The electoral prince, though unfortunate in his perſon, is a man of ſenſe 
and virtue, and ſees the conduct of this miniſter in a true light. Count 
BRUHL, they ſay, is allowed above half a million of dollars annually for 
the national ſervice and the ſupport of his office. 


The world can produce many remarkable inſtances of very good and 
very evil actions, done for the ſake of a miſtreſs or a friend, for the de- 
fire of gold, or the thirſt of power : but to what idol does that man of- 
fer incenſe, whom no leſs than three or four hundred ſuits of rich cloaths 
will ſatisfy? Count BRUHL has collected all the fineſt colours of all the 
fineſt cloths, velvets, and filks of all the manufactures, not to mention 
the different kinds of lace and embroideries, of EUROPE. He calls for his 
book of patterns, which are numbered, and chuſes that ſuit which pleaſes 
his fancy for the day. They boaſt that he has boots and ſhoes in proportion 
to his cloaths. The keeper of this notable wardrobe was abſent, ſo that 
did not fee it, but I am * well ſatisfied of i its being in nothing 
inferior to report. 


The palace of this lord has been built at ſeveral different times. 
The apartments are elegant and richly furniſhed, but not many of them 
magnificent: they have luſtres of porcelain in beautiful figures; the 
tables are ſet off with variety of tea equipages, and figures of men and 
women, birds and beaſts of porcelain. The drawing room is pannelled 
with looking-glaſſes, and adorned with rich paintings, and his cabinet 
furniſhed with enamels and crayons. 'This houſe and the gardens be- 
longing to it are ſituated on the ELBE, near the bridge, and com- 
mand a pleaſant proſpect. His library, which is in the garden, is 
220 feet long, and well furniſhed with books; but the moſt ſtriking ob- 
ject is the gallery of pictures, which though it does not contain a fourtn 
part ſo many as the royal gallery, is acomegratly more magnificent, 
being 


* 
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being 1 56 ells long, which is 18 longer than that of vxRSAILLES. The 
pictures are ſet off to great advantage, being ranged only on one ſide: 
the windows fronting them are very lofty, and afford light ſufficient to 
point out the minuteſt beauties of this excellent collection. The pannels 
between the caſements are of looking-glaſs, againſt which are placed 
buſts and ſtatues that have a very grand effect. 


The king's gardens are agreeable, though they want thoſe natural 
beauties which an inequality of ground affords. The palace ſituated. 


in them is ſmall, but the avenue leading to it is grand, and of a conſider- 


able length. At the front is the field for the turnaments, and behind a 


fine piece of water: the ſides compoſe the gardens, which are in a na- 


tural taſte; here is a profuſion of marble ſtatues, of which many pieces 
are bigger than the life, and ſeem to be well executed. Moſt of them 
ſhew the genius of their firſt maſter the late king, who being entirely 
devoted to amours, was proud of proclaiming it even to after ages, ſo long. 
as theſe ſtatues ſhall remain as monuments of his laſciviouſneſs. Many of: 


them are already injured by time, and neglected, 


The oRANGERY, which is in another part of the town, has 400 orange 


trees of a very large. ſize, and remarkably ſtrait. There are many ex- 


otics, but nothing ſtruck me ſo much as a ſtrawberry tree cultivated from 
a plant, and grown three yards high, ſpreading near as much, and yield. 


ing fruit *, 


During my ſtay here, I heard much of the ſplendor and great paſſion 
for amuſement which reigns at this court, even to the giving penſions: to 
ITALIAN fingers after they leave the country. How different is this court 
from that of BRANDENBURG? Here 6500 ducats are yearly allowed for 
comfits and ſuch articles, which is near twice as much as the king of 
of PRUSSIA allows for his table ®, as I have obſerved already. Yet saxony 
is ſaid to owe forty millions of dollars, the intereſt of which ſince the 


late king's death, is not regularly paid; ſo that the ſtuere“, which was at 
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t There are of the ſame kind in ENGLAND. u Fifty dollars a day in saxoNy far ſweetmeats 
and ſpices, and thirty in BR ANDENBURG for the whole table, fiſh and wine excepted. v Gee 
vernment ſecurity, 
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2 per cent. above par, and gave an intereſt of 5 per cent. is now at a large 
diſcount. 9 


The king of pRUSSIA bought up ſeveral of the ſtuere bills, at a conſi- 


derable diſcount, no doubt with an intention of being paid; the num- 


bers of his bailiffs might eaſily procure an execution on his debtor. This 
alarmed the court of sAxoN , and induced it to borrow a large ſum of 
ſome of the neighbouring ſtates, who very prudently —— the ſecu- 
rity of land. 


The revenues of the elector of s Ax oN are ſaid to be near 8 millions 


of dollars, conſequently ſuperior to thoſe of the houſe of BRANDENBURG; 


and yet ſince the late reductions, sAx oN ſupports 20,000 men only ?, and 
groans under a heavy national debt, whilſt pRUss1A has above 100,000 men, 
and is free from all incumbrances of this ſort. Theſe revenues ariſe from 


the taxes on land, and a capitation of about fix dollars on all males when 


they are made apprentices, or begin to work. The people of a higher 
rank are taxed according to their claſs, and ſubject to be called to account 
if they put themſelves in a lower claſs than is conſiſtent with their eſtates: 
even foreigners pay capitation after being fix months in the country ; but 
this method in general of raifing money is complained of as unequal, 
and conſequently unjuſt, The people alſo pay a heavy tax, under a 


notion of quarters for the army. Some houſes of no very great conſe- 


quence, are taxed at 120 dollars, others as far as 300. 


The Jews are taxed at 50 dollars, their wives 30, and children 20, 
with ſome reſpect however to their abilities. There is alſo an exciſe on 
all eatables and liquors ; and beſides this, a gratuity which was given the 
king, of near 10 per cent. on the incomes of the people, is now reduced 
to a tax. Thus the value of land eſtates is ſunk extremely low. The 
king has alſo a tenth of whatever the filver mines of particular property 
produce; and ſome mines belong to the crown. 


* 1,575,000 1. y The ſianding forces of the electorate are generally reckoned between forty 
and fifty thouſand men. | 


The 
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The miſeries of which the s axons complain, may be dated ſo early as 
1706, at which period CHARLES XII. of swEDEN glutted his army with 
the ſpoils of all that country, except DRESDEN: AUGUSTUS having ſhut 
himſelf up in that city, determined to defend it, though he did not 
think it proper to detain the perſon of cyHarLEs, who ventured to 


make him an inſulting viſit, The war in which s axowy was involved the 


beginning of this century, coſt her an immenſe ſum. The laſt war of 


ſix weeks only, created an expence of fix millions of dollars, and many 


thouſands of her beſt troops; yet do not the people ſo much complain of 
the calamities of war as of the want of œconomy at court, and the ex- 
ceſſive expence and ambition of a miniſter. Count HExRcA, who is the 


director of the FiNANCEs, they acknowledge to be a man of abilities, 


but he cannot anſwer the calls made on him for money, 


The king is a man of a mild diſpoſition; he leaves the weight of buſineſs 
to the queen, and his favourite the count. His majeſty is now * about 
fifty four, and, contrary to the cuſtom of princes, has been conſtant to 
the queen, who is three years younger than himſelf. The people often 
complain aloud of their grievances; even the king's confeſſor has in vain 
| attempted to make his majeſty ſenſible of the evils under which this coun- 
try groans; but his PASSION is for curioſities . 


Mr. cal Korx, who had been lately embaſſador to the orTOMAN 
PORT, on the part of his maſters the ſtates of the UNITED PROVINCES, 
was now here as envoy and plenipotentiary to the king of poLANnD: I was 
introduced to him, and very politely received: he is reputed a man of a ge- 
perous diſpoſition, We diſcourſed concerning NADIR SHAH, on which occa- 


fon he mentioned ſeveral inſtances of the panic which the pERSIAN arms 
had ſtruck at the OTTOMAN PoRT. It was ſaid that this gentleman's chief 


buſineſs here was to negotiate for the ſecurity of the intereſt which the 
ſubjects of the sTATEs have in the ſtuere. He had refided ſome time in 
ENGLAND, and profeſſed himſelf an admirer of our nation. I was at his 


* 1749. 2 I was actually told that half a million of dollars intended for part of a payment 
due to the king of pxus$1a, was paid away for the duke of M0Dpena's pictures. 
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table in company with POLANDERS, ITALIANS, FRENCH and GERMANS; 


he aſked me which of the countries 1 had den was the moſt agreeable, 


and where a man of ſentiments would chuſe to live. I told him my 
knowledge of the world was very limited; that I had ſeen a great deal 
of miſery 1 in one ſhape or other in N country where I had been; but 

after pauſing I determined in favour of ENGLAND. The company ſeem- 
ed ſurprized at my heſitation, and then gave their ſuffrage by a loud, but 
polite . Many things were ſaid on this occaſion in favour of this 
happy ifle. Would to Gop it had fewer blemiſhes ! we ought however to 
be watchful of that reputation for which forcigners of ſentiment ſo uni- 
verſally give us a diſtinguiſhed preference. 


The ſeaſon being far advanced, I thought it neceſſary to haſten my as; 


parture. It was not without reluctancy 1 left a ſcene which at the ſame 


time it gives occaſion of compaſſion for the diſtreſſes of the people, af- 


fords travellers a great field of amuſement, but moſt of all when the court 


is in that city. There is hardly any place in EUROPE more devoted to plea- 
ſures and diverſions ; but we ſee the conſequence of this exceſſive indul- 
gence, though confined to a court. What has not that nation then to 
dread, whoſe people in general free themſelves from reſtraints beyond the 
mcafure which health will bear, and beyond the bounds which prudence 
or juitice warrants ? The saxoxs amidſt their ſufferings are gentle in 
their manners. They have the greateſt paſſion for muſic and poetry of 
any of the GERMANS; even the Net have a rural tatte of them: and 
they have ſome able men in theſe ſciences. 

The zoth of Auguſt ] left DRESDEN, and travelled towards ME ITSSEN 
on the banks of the- L BT. The delightfulneſs of the weather contributed 
much towards heightening the natural beauties of this country. The corn 
fields and gardens, meadow lands and paſtures, produced a charming ef- 
fect. Here the eaſtern banks of the ELRE are adorned with a great num- 
ber of vineyards, ſome of which are admirably ſituated to receive all the 
2. Wantages Which the ſun can afford in this latitude ; but the people fruſ- 


ne 
= 


ee taeir-own-end, by ſuffering the vines to grow too high, and with 


too 
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too great a luxuriancy, ſo that the grapes do not arrive to that maturity 
which a more judicious cultivation might afford, The people are ex- 
tremely induſtrious, and no ground is loſt ; ſome of the ſteepeſt hills 
are ſupported by many terraſſes. As we approach to MEISSEN the val- 
ley grows very narrow, and part of the houſes on the banks are built on 
rocks, which riſe perpendicular from the river, and form a very agree- 
able and romantic view. 


The caſtle at ME1SSEN, in which is the porcelain manufactory, lands 
on the weſtern bank of the ELBE, three GERMAN miles from DRESDEN : 
it is a very large building, and a place of ſome defence. I had an opportu- 
nity of being confirmed with what ſecrecy this manufactory is conducted, 
for there is no admittance into the moſt common part of the work, without 


an order from the governor of DRESDEN; nor are the workmen ever ſeen 
without the gates of this ſtrong hold. Here I paſſed the ELBE on a 


bridge, and after mounting a ſteep aſcent I came into a plain country : 
the road is good, and the ſoil rich and well cultivated ; towns, woods and 
paſture lands are agreeably intermixed, and combine to give an idea of 
riches and pleaſure ; yet the inhabitants are poor, for the taxes fall heavy 
on the labourer, I arrived at $TAuB two GERMAN miles and a half, 
and from thence to St. HUBER TSBURG two GERMAN mules and a half; 
the country every where appearing pleaſant, 


This is a palace intended for the pleaſure of hunting, of which I have 
already obſerved the sAxo court is immoderately fond. The adjacent 
country 1s proper for the ſport; and the king's dogs and horſes are kept 


in order by being exerciſed twice a week. The hunting equipage of 


the sAxox court is the more gay and brilliant, as an uniform of 


yell ow cloth laced with filver is worn on theſe occaſions by every one 


who appears in the field. The palace is large, but not magnificent, 
nor was it yet entirely finiſhed. The fix ee intended for 
the queen are lined with green damaſk laced with gold, and thoſe for 
the king of crimſon, in the fame taſte. The dining-room, which is 
round, ' is an elegant apartment : the galiery is of a good fize, and 
Gg 2 ready 
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ready to receive the fine pictures which the king had already marked 
for that purpoſe from amongſt his collection in DREsDEN. There is a 
handſome luſtre of porcelain, which had been ſent as a preſent from 
FRANCE as FRENCH manufacture, which appeared to me. but little infe- 
rior to that of saxony. There is a picture of St, FRANCIS- XAVIER, 
| ſupported by an angel, done in crayons by the hands of the king's daugh- 
ter, now the dauphineſs of FRANCE, As this alliance flattered the am- 
bition of the sAxoxs, the king had promiſed great amuſements to his 
people whenever this lady ſhould bring a ſon into the world. The gar- 
dens of this palace were ſmall, but the ſituation admirable, and the 
ground already laid out for the enlargement of them. 


The 31ſt I left St. nuBERTSBURG ;: the roads in this neighbourhood are 
very good, and where the foil is inferior, induſtry ſeems to ſupply the defi- 
ciency, Having travelled two GERMAN miles, I arrived at wURTzEN, 
which is a market town on the river MOLLEN, and has 400 houſes. From 
hence to LEIPSIG is three GERMAN miles; ſome parts of the road are ſan- 
dy and diſagreeable, though the land produces grain; and there are ſeveral 
towns and villages, From DRESDEN to LEIPSIG is 12 GERMAN miles and 
a half. 


 LEx1ps16 is one of the greateſt trading towns in GERMANY ; its ſituation 
is advantageous, for a place that has no river of conſequence near it. Ma- 
' DEBURG, which is ſituated on the EL BR, is 14 GERMAN miles and a half 
diſtance, and merchandize is brought from HAMBURG by that channel, 
What has diſtinguiſhed this city through a long ſeries of years, is the liberty 
of conſcience which has been indulged to all ſorts of people. As a conſe- 
quence of this indulgence, they have been induſtrious in the cultivation cf 
knowledge and moral accompliſhments : the univerſity eſtabliſhed here has 
notwithſtanding of late years declined very much. The ſeveral princes of 
GERMANY have the wiſdom to encourage learning within their own domi- 
nions; add to this the neighbourhood of HALL, where the ſtudents enjoy 
advantages in point of cheap living much ſuperior to this place. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, the number of thoſe in LEIPSIG is yet very conſiderable. 


The 


Chap: XXXVITL POLICY OF SAXONY. __ 


The wool which is collected in this city is an important article, and 
eontributes much to the wealth of the citizens. They have ſome rich 
manufactures, and are much diſtinguiſhed for painted cloths, in imitation 
of tapeſtry. Wars and invaſions, with the want of cconomy at court, 
have much humbled the pride of the citizens, and reduced that luxury 
which the advantages of commerce had introduced amongſt them. The 


viſit which the king of PRuss iA made them was yet freſh in their minds; 


and the heavy contributions impoſed on them, ſet heavy at their hearts. 
In this place are three fairs kept annually, viz. NEW YEAR's DAY, EAS- 


TER, and MICHAELMAS. Formerly theſe were all very conſiderable, 


but now that of EAS TER only. To theſe reſort poLANDERs, HUNG A- 
RIANS, BOHEMIANS, PRUSSIANS, and people from all parts of GE RMA; 
NY; alſo FRENCH and ITALIANS, and even RUSSIANS come hither; 


and bring the produce of their reſpective countries. MacptBuRG ſup- 


plies it with tobacco, which is the growth of that place: the quantity 


of this article conſumed in GERMANY is prodigious : I have known a 


common poſtilion fill his pipe thrice in the ſpace of two GERMAN miles. . 


Accompts are kept lrere in dollars and goete groſchen, of which 24 


make a dollar: a ducat paſſes for two dollars three quarters. Sundry coins 
are current, but the pure-SAxoN filver money is as hard to be found here 
as in DRESDEN, The exchange on AMSTERDAM is ordinarily about 130 
dollars for 100 rix dollars current of the uniTED PROVINcES. Their 
centner is 110 lbs. different from the ENoLIsEH weight about two and a 
half per cent. Their ell is 22 inches and a half ENGLISH. 


Here are about 40,000 inhabitants within the gates, of which 16 familics. 


are FRENCH refugees : the ſuburbs alſo are filled with people. They have 
fix churches for the LUTHER ANs, which is the eſtabliſhed religion, one 
for the reformed, and a chapel for the Roman caTHOLICs in the caſtle; 
but this laſt is not permitted to. uſe bells. They have introduced a.new 
kind of luxury even in their devotion: one of the capital churches has 
a number of chapels projected about fix feet from the main wall, through 
which they communicate with the church, each chapel having its diſtinct 
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door without. Some of the richeſt citizens have beſtowed on theſe aux- 
iliary buildings 1 500 or 2000 dollars. The ſober part of the people 
think the expence had been better beſtowed on the poor, as the affectation 
of ſo great a diſtinction is by no means conſiſtent with that equality which 
is ſuppoſed to be among men in their addreſſes to the Almighty. It ſeems 
to be the remains of that paſſion which the ROM ANISTS have for the 
ſplendid embelliſhments of their temples. The contrary of this may be 
ſeen in ſome countries, where the houſe of Gop is oftentimes left in a 
worſe condition than a ſtable : by a pretence of not drawing away the 
attention by material objects, they make no proviſion for common decen- 


cy, nor ſometimes for common protection againſt the weather. The peo- 


ple here are religious, and it is a conſtant cuſtom obſerved, to ſhut their 


| ſhops every friday morning; and during their devotions, which laſt till 
ten o'clock, if any perſon preſume to ſell * thing, they are ſubject to 
the fine of ten crowns. 


The fortifications of LEIPSIG hs rather calculated for the uſe of the 


inhabitants to walk on, than for defence. Theſe have however four ſtone 


gates, and the citizens ſupport 200 ſoldiers; this exempts them from 


quarters, though they are otherwiſe ſubje& to be taxed as arbitrarily as 


any other town in sAxoN V. This city is of a very ſmall extent, but 
the houſes are lofty as well as elegant in their fronts. Some of them have 
three ſtories of cellars, and granaries on the top of the houſes to the 


number of three or four ſtories, ſo that the whole makes an appearance 


of ſeven, eight, or nine ſtories. The ſtreets are clean, commodious, and 
agrecable, and there are two large ſquares which are uſed as market-pla- 


ces. But what adds much to the agreeableneſs of this city, are the gar- 
dens which ſurround it, particularly the APEL garden, which is in an 


excellent taſte, conſidering that it is almoſt upon a flat. The ſtatues are 
very indifferent, yet ſo raved 4 as to produce a pleaſing effect. This garden 
was much in eſteem with the late King AUGUSTUS, but at preſent 1 it 18 
upper by the contributions of the citizens. 


b A man's name. 


CHAP. 


( 239 ) 
CH A P. XXXVIII. 


A ſhort account of the inhabitants and revenues of ANHALT KATHEN, 
ANHALT DESSAU, BINBURG and ZERBST. A fuccin view of MAG= 
DEBURG and WOLFENBUTTEL. Of the revenues and forces of the 


court of BRUNSWIC, with @ view of the ducal palace and gallery of 


pictures af SALTZDALEN. 


EPTEMBER the ſecond I took leave of my friends in LEIPSIC, 

and departed for LANDSPERG the road near LEiPs1G was full of 
waggons loaded with merchandize. The land is every where well culti- 
vated, but not incloſed. HAL, which is ſubject to Russia, appeared 
at a ſmall diſtance : it is famous for its {ſchools and univerſity, particular- 
ly for ſtudents in phyſic. At LAnDsSPERG, which is three GERMAN 
miles and a half, we entered the prRuss:aN dominions; the paſizze from 
one ſovereignty to another in theſe parts, is very frequent: from thence, 
paſſing through RoOTHENBURG, which is the frontier of saxoxy, bor- 


dering on the petty ſovereignty of the prince of Ax HALT KOETHEN, I 


arrived at the city KoETHEN, diſtant four GERMAN miles, 


This is a conſiderable place, the inhabitants being computed near 
15,000. They have three churches, and the principal manufacture of 
gold and filyer lace in GERMANY. It employs near a thouſand perſons: 
the uſual expence of their wages is 1 500 dollars a week. They manu- 
facture here yearly to the value of near a million of dollars, for which 
there is a demand all over GERMANY as well as abroad. The sAxoNs 
acknowledge that the inhabitants of theſe little independent ſovereignties 
of KOETHEN, DESSAU, BINBURG, and ZERBST, live in the land of milk 
and honey ; whillt the knowledge which theſe people have of what the 
$AX0Ns and BRANDENBURGERS ſuffer, convinces them that they are 
hs happy. Indeed theſe were the only people, conſidered as a ſtate, 

ch before or fince that time I ever heard talk without complaining. 


Theſe petty princes poſſeſs lands ſufficient for their expences, their re- 
venues being reckoned about half a million of dollars. The tax on lands 
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is 4 per cent. which rating them at 20 years purchaſe, is not quite one ſhil- 
ling in- the pound. Upon an. emergency the ſubjects are capable of raiſing 
half a million extraordinary. According to the conſtitution of the em- 
pire, each of theſe princes is obliged to cloath, arm, and ſupport 100 
men in time of war, for the emperor's ſervice. The towns in theſe little 
Nates are not ſo numerous in proportion to the extent of country as in 
SAXONY, but better peopled. The young prince of ANHALT KOETHEN 
has a palace in this town, but it is in a ruinous condition, He ſupports a 
body of 250 men, who are well cloathed ; his revenues are computed at 
160,000 dollars. He was now about 19 years of age, of a very remark- 

able comelineſs, and engaged in the ſervice of the king of DENMARK. 


The third, I travelled through a country well cultivated, but not of ſo 
rich a ſoil as moſt parts of s AxoN v. SALTZA, which lies in the road, 
is famous for refining ſalt made from an adjacent ſpring of ſalt water. 
The river sAAL divides the dominions of ANHALT KOETHEN, and 
BRANDENBURG: paſling over it in a ferry I entered KaLBe, where I 
| Cound near a regiment of PRUSSIAN ſoldiers, and was interrogated as u- 
ſual under P RUSSIAN diſcipline. This was the firſt and laſt place in which 
I was pilfered ; I diſcovered the thief and obtained reſtitution, and was in- 
clined to have him chaſtiſed, till I learnt that the puniſhment would be 
more ſevere than the nature of the crime ſeemed to require. 


The ſecurity with which one travels in this part of the world, is a cir- 
cumſtance much to be commended. Here the people are ſober and ſeri - 
us; the duties of morality are taught and inculcated, not by prieſts on- 
ly, but by parents: and as a natural conſequence of a religious ſenſe of 
things; thefts and robberies in time of peace are hardly known amongſt 
the GERMAN S. This is imputable to a ſtrict diſcipline, but it alſo ariſes 


from the early impreſſions of religion, which ſo apparently prevail in this 
country. 


From KAL BE to MAGDEBURG is four GERMAN miles; the road is ex- 


tremely good, If it is warrantable to travel on the ſabbath-day without 


© In time of war travelling is ſaid to be dangerous. 


neceſſity, 


Chap. XXXVIIIL, WOLFENBUTTEL AND BRUNSWIC. 241 


neceſſity, we ought at leaſt to perform the duty of public worſhip : I heard 
a good diſcourſe in one of the FRENCH reformed churches. I have already 
taken notice of the piety of the LUTHERANs, particularly as expreſſed in 
ſinging. On my entrance into MAGDEBURG, a band of vocal muſicians, 
compoſed of twelve ſtudents, after morning ſervice, were ſinging at the 
doors of the citizens: this is but a genteeler way of begging ; however it 
cannot be ſaid to encourage idleneſs. The performance pleaſed me ſo well 
that I engaged them for a ſhort time, and they received a ſmall gratuity * 
with great thankfulneſs. Here are two reformed, one FRENCH LUTHE- 


RAN, and eight GERMAN LUTHERAN churches, all which have been re- 
built ſince 16 31 I. 


This town was then ſacked and burnt, and the inhabitants put to the 
ſword by the emperor's general, count TILLY. The king of pruss1A, 
in his memoirs of the houſe of BRANDENBURG, mentions a very re- 
markable inſtance of heroic virtue, viz. T hat twelve hundred vir- 
« oins drowned themſelves in the ELB E, as the only means of pre- 
« ſerving their chaſtity from the violation to which it was expoſed. Theſe 
« examples, adds this author, are admirable, but they are rare. If the 
ce ſtory appears fabulous, it ought to be imputed to the corruption of 
te our manners, or that the fact is not properly atteſted.” It is poſſible 
that a ſenſe of honour, joined to the terrors of a cruel enemy, might 
drive numbers to this extremity, eſpecially as very few of the inha- 
bitants were ſaved from the ſword, except fourteen hundred who ſhut 
themſelves up in the cathedral. I had the pleaſure to find here ſeveral 
agreeable perſons of both ſexes, to whom the letters I carried procured 
me an introduction. Indeed I every where experienced advantages of this 


kind, which, though I travelled alone, rendered my journey improving 
and delightful. 


This place is remarkable for its great magazines, for the reception of 
merchandize brought from HaMBURG on the ELBE, and from hence 
ſent by land to LE1Ps1G and other parts. Some of the veſſels employed 
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for this purpoſe are of 70 laſts, and though their ſides are very thin, are 
generally deeply loaded; they are flat bottomed, and draw at moſt three 
feet water. The current near the town is very ſtrong. There are fourteen 
floating mills for grinding corn ; and to prevent the ill conſequences of a 
rapid ſtream, a ſluice is prepared for the ſafer paſſage of veſſels with mer- 
chandize. Here are ſome manufactories and remarkable buildings: in 
the great ſquare at the main guard, is an antient ſtatue of the emperor 
orho, Who in the year 930 is ſaid to have founded this city. 
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The fortifications of this place are very remarkable, and diſtinguiſhed | 
through all EvRoPs. There are fix deep foſſes: this, together with the 
lowneſs of their works, renders the place very ſtrong. Here were three 


regiments, amounting to 4000 men ; but to defend ſo large a town, a 
much greater number is neceſſary. 


The fourth, I travelled on to AKERRESLABEN, two GERMAN miles 
from MAGDEBURG, which is therefore ſometimes. preferred as the moſt 
convenient ſtage, though it is more than half a GERMAN mile out of the 
way. The GERMAN poſtilions wear the liveries of the country they 
belong to; in BRANDENBURG it is blue, in $AXoNyY yellow); they bear 
the king's arms, and pay a tax of one third of the hire of horſes to the 
crown. They are frequently inſolent, or ſtupidly regardleſs of their duty 
to ſtrangers. They uſe ſmall FRENCH horns, the ſound of which is ſhrill; 
ſome of them play tunes in no diſagreeable manner, but the majority 
make a ſhocking noiſe. Brandy, or uncommon fees of drink-money will 
induce them to travel faſt, otherwiſe they are inſupportably dilatory. 


I was yet in the PpRUss IAN dominions, when my poſtilion attempted 
to paſs by a particular way, and avoid the payment of a ſmall road duty; 
upon this an officer, who was poſted at an avenue to prevent this prac- 
tice, rode up, ſtopped my chariot, and ſeized one of the horſes as a treſ- 
paſs, He would not deſiſt till I alighted with my piſtol, and let him 
know, that whatever fault the poſtilion had committed, it could by no 
means reach me, who had paid for the horſes according to the laws, 
and was travelling under the protection of thoſe lavys; therefore it he 

— 
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preſumed to detain me, I would reſiſt him as a robber, upon which he 
thought proper to let me paſs. 


The next place we came to, was the city of HELMsTET, belonging 
to the duke of BRUNs wic; it is ſurrounded with an old fortification, and 
had a garriſon of 200 of the duke's troops. Here are 200 ſtudents, who 
are chiefly ſupported by the bounty of their ſovereign. From thence I 
departed for woLFENBUTTEL, being four very long GERMAN miles; 
the road is good but the country hilly, and the vallies abound in cattle. 
There are ſeveral groves of oaks, which being kept perfectly clean, have 

a charming effect. The inhabitants of the towns and villages have the 
appearance of great health and eaſy circumſtances. A few miles to the 
eaſtward of this road are ſeveral mines of iron, copper, filver, and, they 
ſay, ſome gold alſo. In the dominions of the duke of BRUNswic, as 
well as in thoſe of the elector of saxony, there is a great variety of oar, 
which conſtitutes a conſiderable part of their revenues. Among ſuch as 
are remarkable, they reckon that which is of a deep emerald with filver 


coloured points, like thorns ; 1 this oar is ſaid to contain a proportion of gold . 
alſo. 


I arrived at wOLFENBUTTEL after the gates were ſhut, but I procured 
admiſſion . The houſes here are low, but the ſtreets clean. The fortifi- 
cation is very neat and regular, but not calculated for any great defence. 
The ſmall river ok Ax fills a mote round it, and affords water to the in- 
habitants in a very convenieat manner. Without the walls is an antient 
palace belonging to the duke, which is rather convenient than grand : 

here are ſeveral apartments well furniſhed, and two ſmall galleries of pic- 
tures, In this city there is a good arſenal and library: I declined ſeeing 
it from an opinion that the ſimple view of libraries, without examining 
their contents, is a more barren entertainment than ſurveying the icy, 
without thinking of him who made it. 
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© There is a rate fixed, three groſch for a vehicle, and one for a horſe, for opening the gates after 
a certain hour, 
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The next day I went on to BRUNSWIC, About an ENGLISH mile 
from wOLFENBUTTEL is the palace of ANTOINENBURG, belonging to- 
the duke's mother. For near two ENGLISH miles the road is bordered 
by trees and groves of wood: the whole way, which is ſhort of two 
GERMAN miles, is agreeable, The walls of BRUNs wic are lofty, and the 
fortifications of no mean note, This is the reſidence of the prince, whom 
we ſtile duke of woLFENBUTTEL ; his majeſty the king of GREAT BRI 
'TAIN, is a branch of that family, and takes the title of duke of BxUnswic: 
The garriſon conſiſted of five regiments, The duke's forces are eſtimated. 
13,000, but I have reaſon to . the real number was then only 
go0o, of which 2000 are invalids. This is a great number for ſo ſmall a 
ſtate to ſupport: why ſo many are kept in pay in time of profound peace, 
is owing to the pride of theſe GERMAN princes, and the cuſtom of their 
forefathers. Add to this, that they ſometimes receive ſubſidies from 
oreat princes, in conſequence of which they are obliged to keep up a 
number of forces. The BRUNswic troops are very clean, and cloathed 
much after the pRUs$IAN manner; but the men are ſmaller, their arms 

lighter, and their exerciſe not fo exact. 


The arſenal of this city contains nothing very extraordinary : in the 
ROMISH times they ſay it was a church in the gothic taſte, but now very 
much changed, as well in the exterior part as the inſide, which contains 
three ſtories. There are about ſixty pieces of braſs cannon, ſeveral cohorns 
and mortars, and ten pieces of large braſs battering cannon of an enor- 
mous ſize, with a great quantity of ſmall arms, but not all in the beſt order. 
It ſeems to be the folly of moſt princes to preſerve many uſeleſs arms, 
merely for ſhew, or for the ſake of their antiquity. 


On the ramparts is a curioſity of a mortar-piece of braſs, made in 

1411. It is ten feet fix inches long, and nine feet two inches dia- 
meter, weighing 1800 quintals: it has 93 quintals of iron in the carri- 
age. It will carry a ball of 7 30 pounds weight to the diſtance of 3300 pa- 


ces, and throw a bomb of 1000 weight, but it requires 52 pounds of 
powder. 


Here 
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Here are ſeveral churches, one in particular, which is a very antient 
gothic. building, but the appearance of its antiquity ſeems to be abſorb- 


ed in the frequent repairs it has undergone. The top of it is ornamented 


with twenty large paintings, repreſenting the prophets of the old teſta- 
ment in the clouds of heaven, which gives the building a very folemn- 
air. The high-altar is of marble adorned with the ſtatues of the four 
evangeliſts, and ſupported below by MosEs and AARON. 


This branch of the houſe of BRUNsw1c is very numerous, conſiſting, 
of near thirty perſons, who live in great harmony. But this family is. 
unhappy in having one conſiderable branch in baniſhment in Russ iA, and: 
another living in a ſtate of 'widowhood, the king her huſband being a- 
live, and, to appearance, in good health. 


The revenues of this country are faid not to exceed a million and a. 


half of dollars ©, and though the court is ſo numerous, the ceconomy of it. 
is ſuch, that the duke has his theatrical and muſical entertainments, and” 


foreigners are received with great civility. Perſons. of great diſtinction 
being conſidered in ſome meaſure upon an equality, ſeldom leave this. 
court without being extremely well ſatisfied with the reception they meet 
with. ENGLISH noblemen in particular are well received when they oc- 


caſionally paſs that way. The duke ſeems to conſult his. eaſe and happi- 


neſs rather than the parade of. life. He generally appears in his coach. 
with three other perſons of his family. His livery is yellow, laced with 


a galloon of blue filk and filver, and has uſually four footmen behind . 


his coach; two pages in blue cloth laced with filver, on each fide of it; 
and a ſervant in livery riding before him ta prepare the way. 


The duke's palace of sAL TZ DAL EN is worthy the curioſity of a tra- 
veller : it is ſituated at the diſtance of a long GERMAN mile from .BRUNS- 
WIC, in a very mean village, and the road to it is but indifferent. The 
greateſt part of this palace is of timber; the rooms. are moſtly lined witl:: 
painted cloths, which have a taſte of grandeur at a ſmall expence. Here I. 
_ ebſerved. the magnificence of a ſovereign prince reſtrained by a parfimonious: 


© 262,002 l. The king of egvs5ta.. 
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regard to ſmall revenues, and to the neceſſary ſupport of a family and 
an army. The garden is in no bad taſte, but the ſtatues are very mean. 
The gallery of pictures is a noble apartment, and its contents not lefs 
worthy of attention; the end of it divides into ſeveral apartments. The 
left wing is furniſhed in a groteſque taſte with ch NA porcelain, ranged 
in an agreeable manner : another is full of painted enameiled ware, 
great part of which is ſaid to be done by RAPHAEL of UuRBino, when he 
was enamoured with the potter's daughter: but I fancy RAPHATNL never 
made a tenth part of the quantity which is aſcribed to him. This collec- 
tion is ſaid to be above 200 years ſtanding. Of pictures there are many 
curious originals, ſome remarkable for the ſubject, and others for the ex- 
ecution. 


Some of the pictures which ſtruck my fancy, were Ap AM and Eve 
viewing ABEL after his death, and pulling open his eyes; they are ſup- 
poſed to be ignorant in what circumſtances he was; ABEL's body ap- 
pears as turned towards one in three different views; this piece is by 
STRUDEL 2: our Saviour on the croſs : prince EUGENE the imperial ge- 
neral : LEWIS XIV. and his two miſtreſſes; appear to be fine pieces: the 
aſcenſion, by voUGERMAN, is much eſteemed; the king of PpoLAxp, 
they ſay, would gladly purchaſe it at any rate: the marriage of two 
HOLLANDERS, the young man and woman looking tenderly at each o- 
ther, while the parents are equally attentive to the notary who draws 
up the articles: the woman of sAMARIA ſolliciting our Saviour's mer- 
cy, pleading the argument of dogs eating crumbs from their maſter's 
table : the famous REMBRANDT, his wife and three children in one piece, 
done by himſelf: Ju IH and her attendant, an old woman, holding nor. - 
LIFERNES's head juſt cut off, the face yet appearing with ſome marks of life: 
SPINOL A a famous SPANIARD, by RUBENS : a FLEMING, by VAN DYKE : 
TIME plunged into an abyſs by ETERNITY : an angel is repreſented with 
a ring, whilſt old T1ME is tumbled headlong, the execution of this piece 
ſeems to be much inferior to many others: PETER delivered from priſon 
by the angel, by sTEIN BECK: a repreſentation of the doctrine of the 
croſs and ſacred hiſtory, oppoſing the vain imaginations of prophane hiſ- 


tory, 
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tory, and driving away the vicious beings which the heathen gods are 
repreſented, by JORDAN : CEPHALUs and PROCRIS, an exceeding fine 


piece: the repreſentation of ABRAHAM embracing his ſon after the trial 


which God made of his faith ; piety and joy, here ſeem to contend with 


each other, whilſt his looks expreſs a ſeraphic adoration ; this piece is 


done by LIEBENS. 


The dutchy of BRUNSwIC carries on a trade of ſome conſequence with 
BOHEMIA. The country abounds in hops, which are eſteemed the beſt 


in all GERMANY : they have likewiſe great plenty of turnips, of the ſeeds | 


of which web make good oil. 


*— 


— — — 


6 e 0 — * * — 


C H A P. W. 


The author purſues his journey to the electorate of nanoveR, A brief 
account of the city of HANOVER, its palace, ſtables, inhabitants. Of 


the revenues, ſoldiery, Sc. Reflections on court language. A ſhort ac- 
count of the palace and garden of HERENHAUSEN. 


\ HE ſeventh of September I travelled on to Paine, three GERMAN 
1 miles; this place is in the biſhoprick of HILDESHEIM, and now 
ſubject to the elector of coLoGNe, whoſe troops were quartered here. 
From hence to ZAHN, a ſmall place in the electorate of HANOVER, is 
two GERMAN miles; the road is good, but moſtly on a heath and bar- 
ren land. 


Here I had an opportunity of diſcovering a new Focke of corruption, 


or rather an inſolent abuſe of authority. The electorate of HANOVER is 
diſtinguiſhed from moſt others in GERMANY in this inſtance, that it does 
not draw any part of the revenues from poſt horſes. They pay here 
only fix groſch a GERMAN mile for each horſe, whereas in POMERANIA, 
BRANDENBURG, and SAXONY, they pay eight. But as in thoſe countries 
they uſually put in four horſes to a common chariot, and demand pay- 
ment only for three, that number being ſuppoſed ſufficient ; in HANo- 


VER they inſiſt on being paid for the four, defeating the intention of the 


legiſlature by this act of inhoſpitable extortion, 
From 
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From z un to the city of HANovER is two GERMAN miles; the 
greateſt part of the road is very ſandy, and difagreeable ; but the foil pro- 
duces corn, and there are ſome pleaſant groves near the road. The city 
of HANOVER 0n this fide appears at the diſtance of a long GERMAN mile, 
as if it ſtood in the midſt of a wood. Upon entering the Hgnove-. 
RIAN dominions, I could not help obſerving a particular difference in 
the countenances of the inhabitants from thoſe of the BRANDENBURGERs; | 
for though the latter are polite, their perſons cleanly, and their houſes 
elegant; yet is there not the ſame appearance of a comfortable life as in 
HANOVER. The reaſon of this will ſoon appear, from the compariſon 
of the different governments, and different views of their reſpective ſo- 
vereigns. The king was now at GHOERD, a hunting-palace 28 GERMAN 
miles from the city. It is ſaid that twelve hundred perſons can be ac- 
commodated at this place, where his majeſty makes greater expence 
than at any other diverſion. The woods are cut into viſtas, and the 
tract of country fo large, that the trees which were blown down in 
a late ſtorm, though computed at 80,000, are notwithſtanding hardly 
miſſed, 


The connexion which ENOLISsH ſubjects are ſuppoſed to have with 
HANOVER, had almoſt betrayed me into a perſuaſion that I ſhould find 
myſelf at home there. It is a vulgar notion, that ENGLAND is the chief 
fupport of that electorate; how ill founded it may be, I ſhall not take the 
pains to enquire ; but I could not avoid obſerving a certain coldneſs and in- 
difterence in ENGLISH travellers in regard to HANOVER, who, though an- 
xious in the dominions of foreign princes, to ſee things leſs worthy of 
note, are apt to paſs over this city without any attention, 


Count WILLIAM BENTINK. being in the ſame inn, did me the honour 
of a tranſient viſit: this nobleman is particularly polite in his manners, 
and has a great love for the ENGLIsn. The count, who is ſeigneur of 
KOON, and of the fame family as the duke of PoRTLAxp, is greatly be- 
loved by all the well-wiſhers of the houſe of oRAN GE, which, it is ſaid, 
he had a great ſhare in reſtoring to the ſtadt-holderſhip. I had alſo an 


OpPOT- 
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opportunity of paying my reſpects to a certain noble peer, poſſeſſed of 
many amiable qualities. He gave me as gracious and polite a reception 
as I had any title to expect, who hardly ever ſaw him before. As I had 
no court-dependences, nor were here any temptations to other amuſe- 
ments; I was at liberty to indulge wy thoughts in moralizing on this 


occaſion. | 


A certain emiſſary from HAMBURG ſent, about this time, to the court of 
HANOVER, returned home in high joy, from the great honour which 
had been paid him; though not a jot of his buſineſs was done. Men 
unuſed to the language of courts, may, like Sir FRANCIS WRONGHE AD 


in the play, be eafily deceived into the imaginary poſſeſſion of riches and 


honours, when theſe ſoft words are ſpoken by men in the higheſt ranks 
of life: but when courtiers are conſtrained to diſguiſe their ſentiments, 
can we, with any propriety, ſay, they are fo high in dignity, as the private 
gentleman, who dares to ſpeak the language of his heart, and is under no 
kind of neceſſity of ſpeaking any other language? 


One of the apartments in the king's palace being n as a 4 
pel for the ſubjects of the church of ENGLAND, I had the pleaſure of 
hearing doctor YouNG, one of his majeſty's chaplains *, preach. Whilſt 
we are travelling through countries where we have no particular in- 
tereſt, where we are ſojourners only for a few days, in a literal ſenſe ; 
ſhall we neglect to call to mind that country, where we ſhall live 


for ever; or think it an impropriety to blend the confideration of both 


worlds, whilſt they are in their nature ſo inſeparably connected? Whe- 


ther it was from the great diſtance of time in which I had not heard 
any preacher of note, or the excellency of the diſcourſe, ſet off with 
the advantages of the doctor's geſture, voice, and propriety of expreſ- 


ſion ; his words ſeemed to have at leaſt as much force as the ſweeteſt 
eloquence of the moſt accompliſhed courtier. To lend an ear to the 
cCourtier, and take his word for ſome uncertain ſhort-lived good, whilſt we 


Now maſter of :jzsvs college in O AMuBRIDOI. 
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are totally deaf, or careleſs| y inattentive to that of the prieſt, who promiſes 
certain and eternal felicity, is as common, as for men to think more of this 
world than of the next. 


But, unhappily for mankind, theſe emiſſaries from heaven too often ut- 
ter their important truths with leſs emotion, and, to APPEARANCE, with 
leſs attention to the purport of the words, than the couR TIER can have 
to his complimental declarations. It was perhaps on this principle the cele- 
brated Mr. BooTH juſtly remarked, that the fictions of the ſtage have uſually 


penetrated men's hearts, at leaſt for the time, much deeper than the reali- 


ties which are uttered from the pulpit. To ſoften this matter, it ought to- 
be. remembered, that a ſtrong and harmonious voice, a muſical ear, and 
a- devout heart, are things which rarely meet in one and the ſame man. 


The great objection ſeems to conſiſt in this, that the ſpiritual part of the 
legiſlature have declined into an inattention to this article; and cuſtom, 


Joined to the freedom of GREAT BRITAIN, in ſome meaſure makes it 
neceſſary for them to appoint all perſons, who preſent themſelves, if their 


lives and their learning are unexceptionable, whatever their detects may 
be in regard to voice, ear, and expreſſion. 


There are however many preachers in ENGLAND of admirable ſkill in 


oratory : many whoſe manners, language, and doctrine afford the higheſt 


delight to a moral mind; and give occaſion to their auditors to ſhow as 


great marks of their taſte, as of their virtue. Unhappy thoſe whoſe po- 


verty im both, contracts their joys to pleaſures of a different nature; plea- 
ſures which are rendered valuable only from the expence they create ; or 
ſuch as ought to be ſhunned, becauſe they are dangerous. The cauſe of 
religion ſeems to ſuffer with the decline of that reſpe& which is due to a 
profeſſion, the moſt dignified in the world. A reverence for prieſt and for 
religion, will, in the minds, at leaſt of the common people, ever accom- 
pany each other ; and, in one ſenſe, there are more common people than is 
generally imagined, In ENGLAND there ſeems to be much greater danger 


from the immorality ariſing from this cauſe, than from eccleſiaſtical power 
or pride. 


Hanover 
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HANoveR is, in many reſpects, pleaſant ; and, though ſhort of BER- 
LIN, Or DRESDEN, it may be deemed elegant: it is every day improving, 
and the part which is called the new city has ſeveral agreeable houſes. It 
is watered by the LEINA, which is a branch of the ALLER, that runs in- 
to the wESER, and conſequently communicates with BREMEN ; but it 
carries on no trade worth mentioning. The fortifications are not formi- 
dable, but the walk round them is very agreeable. 


The king's ſtables are magnificent; beſides his riding horſes, which 
were then abſent, they contained thirteen complete ſetts of coach-horſes, 
the moſt beautiful of their kind. 


The palace is fituated upon the banks of the LEINA: it has ſeveral 
- courts within it. In conſequence of a fire, which happened not many 
years fince, great part of it has been rebuilt. The rooms are commodious, 
as well as grand, and many of them are hung with very rich tapeſtry, for 
which this palace is moſt diſtinguiſhed. The opera-houſe, as well as the 
theatre for the FRENCH comedians, which are both within the palace, are 
antient, but commodious. The whole is rather rich, decent, and elegant, 
than ſplendid ; but it has ſomething more ſolid than any I faw in GER- 
MANY. 


The guard is always mounted, and open table is kept even when the 
king is not in his electoral dominions ; at which time the adminiſtration, 
compoſed of a council of ſtate, is conducted with the utmoſt dignity, 
During the whole winter there is a play twice a week, and a concert as 
often. The courtiers, without Exception, take place according to the mi- 
litary rank that is aſſigned them; at the ſame time that this feeds their 
hearts with that pride and emulation, which is one of the great properties 
of courts in general, it ſupports that good order and diſcipline which is 
eſſential to a military government. 


The king's forces in the electorate are ſaid to be 24,000. They are 
deſervedly diſtinguiſhed for their valour, of which they gave ſuch ſignal 
proof in the late war, that even thoſe politicians, who make it a point to 
oppoſe the meaſures of the government, muſt confeſs, that our confidence 
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in them was more judiciouſly repoſed, than in any other of our good 
friends and allies. Theſe men do not appear ſo tall as the ENGLISH ſol- 
diers ; but, in other reſpects, bear a great affinity to them. The revenues 


of the electorate are about four millions of dollars * The finances are ſaid 
to be in good order, which is not improbable ; for although this electorate 


has been fo frequently threatened with invaſions, war has not reached its 


| bowels now for a long ſeries of years. A conſiderable part of the revenue 


ariſes from the filver mines. The number of inhabitants i in the city of . 
HANOVER hardly exceed fifty thouſand. 


I was told i in BRANDENBURG, that the HANovERIAN women were re- 
markable for their beauty ; but I confeſs, that I could not diſcover any. 
ſuch women; it is true, my eyes were then extremely weak. 


But nothing here is ſo much recommended to the attention of, travel 
vellers as the king's palace at HEREN-HAUSEN, which lies about two 
ENGLISH miles to the northward of the city. The way to it is through 
an agreeable avenue of trees, but the road is ſandy. I know not if I was 
moſt mortified or ſurprized, to find a building incomparably ſhort of my 
expectations; for though in. ENGLAND it is ſaid our hoſpitals are palaces, 
and our palaces are more proper for hoſpitals*©; yet I had fallen into an 
opinion, that this palace, ſo much talked of, was indeed grand, and wor- 
thy of his majeſty. Princes, like other men, have oftentimes prejudices in 


favour of a paternal inheritance, and the refidence of their forefathers. 
 ErnxsT AUGUSTUS, the king's grandfather, built this palace about eighty 


years ſince : the greateſt part of it is of wood, and the apartments in ge- 
neral rather give an idea of a large antient manſion-houſe of a private gen- 


tleman in ENGLAND, than the palace of a great monarch, It has ſome 


rich and decent furniture, and good pictures. Charles the firſt, and prince 
RUPERT in particular, are ſaid to be originals, and diſtinguiſhed for their 
likeneſs. 


- 


The garden however may juſtly be admired. I ſaw none in GERMANY 


eomparable to it, though it wants thoſe exquiſite charms and inchanting 


> 700,000 l. © Haurrox- court, &c. excepted, 41u 1670. 
variety 
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variety that an inequality of ground-produces, of which we have nume-: 
rous: proofs in GREAT BRITAIN. One fide of the garden is covered by 
a narrow piece of water above a quarter of a mile in length. The walks 
are moſtly of grave! made wide and ſpacious, large ſquares and baſons di- 
viding the ſeveral parts of the garden. The intermediate ſpaces are form- 
ed by lofty groves and orchards: the whole produces a grand effect; but 
in my judgment not very rural. The ſtatues are moſtly of ſtones, and do 
not appear to me of the firſt rank. The jet d' eau, erected by Mr. Ben- 
so in 1716, perhaps exceeds any thing of the ſort in the world; it throws 
the water 70 feet high. Here is alſo a ſylvan theatre according to the GER 
MAN taſte, on which plays and maſquerades are ſometimes exhibited: it is 
adorned with ſtatues, and occaſionally illuminated in a grandtaſte. In this pa- 
lace, it is ſaid, the king moſt unbends his mind; and whilſt he enjoys an un- 
controuled authority, has the entire poſſeſſion of the hearts of his ſubjects. 
Such cannot be the limited power of a BRITISH monarch ; but he certainly 
has the ſincere love of Mucn the greateſt part of his people in GREAT 
' BRITAIN ; the real friendſhip of many near his perſon, and the venera- 
tion, even of thoſe few, who are too much their own. enemies to be en- 
tirely his friends; and to theſe we may add a country poſſeſſed of all 
the advantages of nature and art, incomparably . ſuperior to the electorate: 
yet the native born ſubjects, who judge. diſpaſſionately, and enter a little 
into the human heart, will ſoon find reaſons to conſider a king as man like 
themſelves, and reconcile the conſtancy of his majeſty's affections for his 
HANOVERIAN dominions. Whether ſuch. an affection will exiſt in the 
minds of this illuſtrious family in FUTURE ages, FUTURITY only can 
diſcover, That the HANOVERIANS are as impatient for the abſence of . 
their ELECTOR, as any BRITISH ſubjects can be of their x1NG, is ob- 
vious; ſo natural is it to mankind to covet the ſight and preſence. of their 
ſovereign when he is a good prince. 
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One great topic during my ſtay at HAN OVER, was the treaty juſt. 
then concluded between the BRITISH crown and the UNITED PRO- 
VINCES on the one part, and the eleftor of BAvARIA on the other, 
with regard to a ſupply of forces in caſe of need; for which BAVARIA 
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is to receive an annual ſubſidy of near 40,0001, The ſufferings of BA- 
VARIA in the late war, one would imagine, were ſufficient to detach her 
elector from FRANCE, though ſuch an emolument had not been given. The 
generality of people in ENGLAND are apt to complain, that theſe ſubfidies 
are injurious to the honour and welfare of their country ; but if it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſupport an intereſt upon the continent, as in ſome lights it muſt 
be granted; theſe GERMAN princes, whole intereſt or inclination may in- 
duce them to enter into an alliance with us, will as naturally demand of 
us ſome kind of reward for their friendſhip, as the poor expect to be re- 
lieved by the bounty of the rich : and although more may be paid for a 
thing than it is worth; yet, in ſome caſes, is it not as much our intereſt 
to give moderate ſubſidies, as it is for other princes to take them? We 
ſee that the FRENCH, who are very acute in their politics, are as little 


diſpoſed to give ſomething for nothing, as we poſſibly can be; and yet 


they pay to PRUSSIA, COLOGN, DENMARK, SWEDEN, POLAND, and the 
republic of NOA near 600,000 Il. which I apprehend is near twelve 
times as much as we pay in ſubſidies e. As cuſtom is the law of mankind, 
whilſt the ſyſtem of political intereſt remains on its preſent footing, thoſe 


nations who, by commerce, are in the way of accumulating riches, will 


have demands on them for part of thoſe riches, whenever the aſſiſtance of 
other princes is, in a certain degree, neceſſary to preſerve that power by 
which thoſe riches are acquired: and whilſt we commit depredations on 
one another by arts of corruption, even ſuppoſing the giving of moderate 
ſubſidies to be an evil, if it is ſuch as the conduct of other powers ren- 
ders neceſſary, we have the leſs reaſon to complain. 


* The laſt ſubſidy to saxoxy, together with that of BAVARIA, I believe does not exceed fifty 


thouſand pounds. The moſt provoking circumſtances in regard to paying foreign ſubſidies, is being 


deſerted in time of need; and yet we are, in this reſpeR, on the ſame footing as the RENO, ſuppoſing 
we give with the ſame attention to the natural-intereſt of thoſe who receive, as the FREx Cal do. 
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XI. 


C H A F. 


| 4 duel fought between 00 of the king's HANOVRERIAN | ſubjeSs. Refer 


on duelling . 
on my arrival in this clty*; the great fibjeRt of Gould was the 


being in favour with the king, he had attended his majeſty into nor- 
LAND, though this office ordinarily belonged to rRICHAPEL as maſter 


of the horſe : this created a diſguſt and jealouſy, which were - inflamed by 
an occaſional inſult. Both were ſaid to be equally diſpoſed to refer the 
deciſion of the matter to the ſword ; sWEKEL, though no young man, 
and ſhort- ſighted, was weak enough to comply with the challenge, and loſt 
his:life in the unequal combat, much to-the _— of the court, and of 


all lovers of peace and amity. 


What a reproach is ; it to the firſt magiſtrates of the CHRISTIAN world, 
that this cuſtom ſhould be ſo often connived at! A cuſtom which is con- 


ſidered by MAHOMMEDANS, and even PAGANS, as impious as it. is ridi- 


culous. Do princes imagine there is no other way to ſupport military 


courage and external politeneſs, but by the ſacrifice of. religion and huma- 


nity ? What a diſgrace to common ſenſe, that men, of the moſt gallant 


ſpirits in a nation, ſhould thus become the dupes -of princes by a com- 


pliance with a tyrannical and fantaſtic rule of conduct, which has no ſound | 


politic, nor one good reaſon to ſupport it? 


His majeſty, it was ſaid, would have made Fa ſurvivor ſhorter by the : 
head, had he remained in the HANovERIAN dominions b. It might be wiſhed 
that the king would declare, and we ought to believe he would be as good 


as his word, that any man for the future, who has not courage and reſolu- 


2 HAxOvER, d Mr. TRICMA TEL has now a n in the FRENCH FRAY 


tion 


duel, by which his majeſty had juſt loſt Mr. FRICHA PEL and 
Mr. $WEKEL, two of his principal HANoveRIAn ſubjects, the one being 
fled, and the other killed. The latter was a lord of the bed- chamber, and 
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tion enough to obey the laws, nor humanity to forgive, nor even the modera- 
tion to appeal to others, ſhall be'deemed a bad man, if not a coward, and 
receive no mercy, but what the laws will give him. Would it not be more 
*honourable- for -CHR1STIAN princes to interpoſe, by baniſhing from their 
courts with infamy, every ſubject, who, being a party, pretends to be alſo 


judge, jury, and executioner in his own cauſe in this important article of 
life and death? 


To take away life contrary to law, is a power which a king ought not 
to have; and which kings, in our happy iſle, muſt not aſſume: and ſhall 
a ſubject dare to do it? Yet the fault apparently lies in the breaſt of princes, 
that this deteſtable practice is not ſuppreſſed. Princes are the fountain of 


that honour, which is the principle on which the duelliſt is ſuppoſed to 


act. The connivance or reſentment of a king muſt feed or dry up the 
ſource of this deluſion, which is more owing to cuſtom, than to the bad- 
neſs of men's hearts ; a cuſtom which, in the ages of ignorance-and ſuper- 


ſtition, was not known among men; as if learning, politeneſs, and the 
light of the goſpel, were productive only of falſe refinements, diame- 


trically oppoſite to humanity and religion. Prigces are alſo ſupreme 
in religious matters. This is a caſe, which ſeems to require an appeal 
to tlie ſovereign of heaven and earth, whoſe vice-gerents princes ought 
to be; and if men, in a wanton purſuit of an imaginary honour, 
deſpiſe even death itſelf, what other law can rectify this abuſe, than the 
law of honour, of which the prince is the guardian? Hence the notions. 
-which render this practice in ſome inſtances warrantable, may, by a change 


of cuſtom, render it infamous, and the very.memory of ſuch falſe notions 
-will thus in time wear off, 


If the fault is not imputable to princes, if they do not conſider fuch 
practices as neceſſary evils, how comes it, for this is the common received 
opinion, that the honeſteſt man, and moſt gallant officer in an army, is 
obliged to give up his commiſſion after refuſal to fight, though demanded 
by a perſon, who is ſtupidly intrepid, and deſerves ſevere puniſhment for 
diſturbing the ſociety ? But ſuppoſing the challenger is of a contrary cha- 
racter, I ſee not how the caſe is altered: The violation of human and di- 


vine 
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vine laws is the ſame. I muſt again repeat it, if the fault is not imputable 
to princes, how comes it that the ſurvivor 1s generally pardoned in conſe- 
quence of the prerogative of the crown ? 


It is true, many worthy men have been in the fad caſe of the ſurviving 
duelliſt, by offending more from a regard to cuſtom than the badneſs of 
their hearts. Perhaps it was a debt to humanity to fave them from the 
gallows, ſince they muſt have fought in ſome meaſure from their know- 
ledge of the lenity of princes. Is it enough that the law declares it death 
to kill in a duel, when what we call the fair duelliſt knows that the ſurvi- 


vor is generally, I might ſay, ar.wavs pardoned ? The deceaſed is al- 
ways moſt in fault, or, what is very remarkable, always ſaid to be ſo: 


but did ſubjects of every rank know, that to meet an adverſary with 
weapons, with an intention of fighting, was certain death by the laws ; 
and that the ſovereign would interpoſe only to ſee the laws executed, there 
1s great reaſon to believe that no one would proceed to ſuch extremities. 


The FRENCH in this caſe generally fly their country ; many are conni- 


ved at; and by a neglect of the laws which prevails in every nation in fa- 


vour of the higher»ranks, duelling is often deemed a rencounter *, and 
as ſuch is pardoned, There are indeed many of the FRENCH abroad in 
an inglorious baniſhment for crimes of this nature, who make no ſecret 
of it, but avow the cauſe, by calling it an affair of honour ; a ſpecious 
name indeed to colour a wicked action | 


A prince is concerned to prevent this abuſe, not only as the chief ma- 


giſtrate, and the guardian of the laws, but in moſt countries as the prin- 


cipal military officer, or general of the army. In a camp this extrava- 


gant whim received its birth, and has been fince propagated for about 


one hundred and fifty years, as much to the diſgrace of all pretenders to 


true honour, and the common laws of civil ſociety, as to the profeſſors 
of the chriſtian "_— 


2 I have heard that che FRENCH king takes an oath at his coronation nat to pardon duels. 
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HENRY IV. of FRANCE is ſaid to have been the firſt that encouraged 
this practice, by which many a good ſubject has loft his life, and many a 
family has been left in diſtreſs, who may juſtly call for vengeance on him 
who firſt gave countenance to ſo dangerous a ſyſtem, LEWIS XIV. did 
much in curbing this vice in FRANCE, and it became leſs faſhionable in 
other parts of EUROPE: but alas! fince his time, in FRANCE and ſeveral 
parts of EUROPE, what a number of ſouls have been ſent to their laſt ac- 
count full of this complicated crime, of regarding men rather than Gop? 
1 fay regarding men rather than Go, ſince pride is certainly at the bot- 
tom, and every ſuch act of pride is plainly a rebellion againſt divine 


laws. 


As this cuſtom ſo apparently ſtrikes at the fundamental laws of all ſo- 
ciety, ought it not to be reſented as ſuch by the whole community? Tis 


amazing how impiouſly ſtupid ſome men are in this article in countries 


profeſſing chriſtianity, who preſume to diſpoſe of their lives as if they 
poſſeſſed them by an independent ad of their own, and acknowledging 
no Gop, are directed intirely by their own Caprice. 


To intimidate theſe valiant men, it might perhaps be demonſtrated that 


duels are often fought for want of courage. Have the combatants reſolution 


to act up to the real ſenſe of things? If they have not, in what ſenſe are 
they brave beyond a dog or a lyon? And where is THE HONOUR of do- 
ing a wicked action for fear of wanting bread ? An honeſt man will die 
rather than do a baſe action; and what is the notion of a baſe action but 

ſuch as is offenſive to Gop, and deſtructive of ſociety? Thinking men 


eſteem it a folly to fay any thing in vindication of this flagitious practice ; 


but how many even of theſe are preſerved more by the kindneſs of pro- 
vidence, than by the ſtrength and uprightneſs of their own hearts. The 
world is in many caſes an arrant cheat, and perhaps in no inſtance 
more than this. How many thouſands of gallant ſpirits are preſerved 
from the effects of a duel, becauſe they never receive any of thoſe Ix- 
GENIOUS EPISTLES Called CHALLENGES ? I remember to have read of a 
man, who, whilſt he was writing a treatiſe againſt ſelf- murder, was 

found 
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found hanging on his bed-poſt. Such has been, and ſuch probably will 
be the caſe of many in regard to duels, if ſome more effectual me- 
thod 1s not uſed to ſuppreſs them. As to men who profeſs arms, they 
DARE not maintain that they are chriſtians in this inſtance : they muſt 
be CAREFUL what they ſay, or rather they muſt be y ALsE to their own 
ſenſe of the matter whenever they talk of it. Is it only then from the 
pulpit, or the moral writer, that the cuſtom is to be exploded ? Are reli- 
gion and true politics intereſting only to a few under particular circum- 


ſtances ? Such is the ſtate of the polite chriſtian world! Thus men make 


themſelves the ſlaves of falſe opinions under the notion of bravery, not 


conſidering, that of all cowardice, that is the worſt, which enſlaves the 


mind, and compels a man to be falſe to his own heart. 


Io be reconciled to death is effential to a philoſopher and a chriſtian, 
that is, in fact to be really no coward ; but it is equally eſſential to theſe 
characters to refuſe this criminal way of dying. It follows then, that theſe 
renounce the appearance of virtue for the reality of it. If the duelliſt acts 
contrary to this principle, he renounces the reality for the appearance. 


From hence we may obſerve how extravagantly abſurd the conduct of 


thoſe is, who offer incenſe to this capricious, cruel, lawleſs, ſtupid idol, 
opinion, dreſſed in the = of honour, and under the diſguiſe of a gal- 
lant ſ. pirit. 


That this matter requires ſerious animadverſion, is but too apparent: 
for my own part I have hardly met a man of the world, but leaned, in 
ſome degree, to the ſide of what they call the honourable duelliſt. The 
youth who has fought his duel, where no murder is committed, is ſome- 
times more diſtinguiſhed than the officer who has been in ten campaigns, 
has fought gallantly as many battles under a juſt command, and has tru- 
ly ſerved, nay perhaps has been one of a few who ſaved, their coun- 


try. Thus the falſe courage which carries men to deſtroy the laws, and 


bring on anarchy and confuſion, finds more reſpect than that which is 
employed according to the laws for the defence and preſervation of the 


ſociety, which can exiſt no longer than the laws. How exceedingly ab- 
K k 2 ſurd 
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ſurd is it to ſhew a man a ſecret or an open contempt for not fighting, 
when if he kills his adverſary, humanity ſteps in, and we look on him 
with horror? Pity indeed often takes place, but the reflection that the 
taws have been contemned, is that which enters leaſt into our heads or 


hearts. To mention ourſelves with a good grace, though we exult in 


the ſatisfaction of having acked right, is a difficult taſk : but this appre- 


henſion muſt not hinder us from purſuing the great purpoſe and duty of 


life, nor render us really deficient on one fide, whilſt we are afraid of 
being ſo on the other. Perhaps a falſe ſhame in well diſpoſed minds has 
done more harm than all the vanity or affectation of the weak part of 
mankind : the triumphs of the underſtanding ought to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the vanity of the heart, Some confeſſions of our conduct and prin- 
ciples, even when we approve, require a great mixture of ſelf-denial; 


for there is hardly a man breathing, who is not in ſome inſtances a ſlave 


to OPINION : beſides, arguments deduced from the general reaſon of 
things, though they may affect the underſtanding, do not penetrate the 


heart ſo deep as precepts which are brought into action. 


The reader is by this time acquainted with my ſentiments, if he be- 
lieves I am ſincere. May I then, as I am writing a journal, mention a 
circumſtance of my own life? I once received a challenge. A certain 
manuſcript of no conſequence, clandeſtinęly taken, and miſrepreſented, 
gave an alarm to a gentleman. of the fighting ſort ; upon which I received 
a letter from him, conceived in theſe terms: 


4 81 R, 


* T'r.:terſtand you are the der of a paper ſubſcribed ** **, in which 
0 2 initial letters that I preſume mean me. As I ALways MAKE 
* 1! A POINT TO RESENT AFFRONTS, I defire you will meet me at 


* , and bring your ſword with you. 


« 1am; &c.” 
To which I anſwered to this effect: 


. 
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«SIR, 
N reply to your letter, the meaning of which I ſuppoſe is a challenge: 
to fight with you: as I do not underſtand by what authority you 
<« call me to account, I will xo tell you whether I am the author of any 
« ſuch paper as you mention, or not: but this I think my honour is con- 
« cerned to tell you, that I never intend to do any man an injury; and if 
ce an offence does come, that honour alſo obliges me to make atonement, - 
<« without putting my friends to the trouble of fighting: and for my part 
«© I ALWAYS MAKE IT A POINT NOT. TO RESENT AFFRONTS, - beyond 
« the meaſure which reaſon and religion warrant. 


As to meeting you at * *, I have no inclination to walk in ſuch 
« weather as this, much leſs am I diſpoſed to fight for Nor HI; but a 
« ſword I ALWA VVS wear, intending to uſe it upon every JusT occaſion. 
WH © 


My l was ſatisfied, and no doubt was lad i to 105 excuſed fight-- 
ing, as all men are except thoſe who are intoxicated with wine, or 
what is much the ſame, with anger; or quite deprived of underſtanding. 
What an. abſurd cuſtom is this! A man injures me, and therefore I muſt 
alſo give him an opportunity of killing me: on the other hand, what can 
poſſeſs a man with an opinion that he muſt fight becauſe another is ſo 
mad as to require it of him? Is the challenge a ſufficient provocation ? 
that is, as if becauſe a man demands the loan of a large ſum of mo- 
ney, I muſt lend it at the hazard of my own ruin: if a man by a treſ- 
paſs forfeits his right in his own life; if I have a right to kill him, if I. 
think it good to remove him as a villain, why ſhould I not kill him in 
the moſt convenient way ? The grand point will be who is to judge in 
this matter; I think at leaſt ſome caſuiſt of learning and great probity 
ought to be conſulted in ſo important a caſe ; and after all I am afraid 
the laws would judge this priva ate vindidtive juſtice as murder, and me 
to be hanged. . 
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To bring the thing home to my own breaſt, now I am upon the ſub- 
ject, I will ſuppoſe I had the ſame fort of ſenſe in this buſineſs as my ad- 
TT verſary, 
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verſary, and had carried my ſword as he deſired, uſed it and died, and 
been brought to my laſt account, for ſuch account I believe there will be; 

what could I fay in my own defence? That I was not afraid of Gon, 
but 1 feared the phantom op1n1oN. But what if I had killed my adver- 
fary, and, to put the matter in the beſt light, been pardoned by human 
laws ; could. all my tears of repentance have cleanſed my hand from this 
-HONOURABLE MURDER? Ought I not to run it into the flames, and 
ſtand, as a ROMAN b did on a worſe occafion, to ſee it burnt off, to ex- 
piate the bloody deed, if ſuch expiation could avail ? 


A friend of mine mentioned an acquaintance of his who treated a 
challenge leſs ſeriouſly, by calling out in a public coffee-houſe, « You 
„ , what did you mean by ſending me a challenge, do you think 
that at my time of life I am ſuch a fool to fight a duel?” 


There is no man who acts virtuouſly but ſomebody or other ſuffers 
when he dyes: however, let us conſider him in the different relations 
of life; ſuppoſe him wedded to a woman of honour and ſentiments, 

a kind huſband, a dutiful ſon, a tender parent, and conſequently it 
may be preſumed a faithful friend; and, except in this wild enthufi- 
aſm, a lover of his country. Behold him proſtrate on the earth, kil- 
led by the hand of him who perhaps was yeſterday the friend of his bo- 
fom ; and a man whom he loved and wiſhed to ſerve; ſent to his laſt ac- 
count with all his fins upon him; plunged into eternity in a rebellious 
act againſt the plain decrees of haven. Whilſt we ſee the blood iſſuing 
from his wound, behold the gentle matron, the partner of all his hap- 
pineſs or miſery, with floods of tears ſtreaming from her eyes, calling 
for that aid which no mortal arm can give. The tender infant by her 
fide knows not that one fatal thruſt, robs him of all the joys, the com- 

forts and ſupport, with which providence had bleſſed him in a parent, now 
no more. The aged father loſing his ſon, in whom all his worldly joys 
were centered, and for whom only he wiſhed to live, droops his hoary 
Head and dies with ſorrow. On the other hand what horror muſt invade 


d M. sC.&voLa, 


the 
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che ſoul of the ſurviving duelliſt! The reproaches of his heart, and his 
fearful apprehenſions of the laws, muſt fill him with diſmay. If it was 
only to die, death is but a debt we owe to nature, and the end of life is 
to pay that debt in a graceful manner: but under theſe circumſtances it is 
thocking. Not the devouring flames; nor ſtorms that plunge the affrighted 
mariner into his watery grave, have half the terrors of this dreadful ſcene. . 


* 


The moſt capital misfortune attending the preludes to theſe cataſtro- 

_ phes, is the frequent careleſsneſs, or too great confidence in a ſuppoſed ' 
accommodation, on the parts of by-ſtanders, or of the friends of the par- 
ties contending ; to which we may add, the ſuppoſed ſhame of the par- 
ties in aſking advice in ſuch caſes. I have been more than once aſſured 
by a very gallant ſea officer, who has given proof of his courage upon 

the moſt important occaſions, that he has been inſtrumental in making 


up near a dozen quarrels, which to all appearance muſt otherwiſe have. 
proceeded to the extremity of a duel, 


If a beatitude is annexed to feeding the hungry and cloathing the naked, 
how amiable in the ſight of Gop muſt that man be who faves the ſouls - 
as well as bodies of his fellow-creatures ! 
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Not to think of death as the entrance into ANOTHER STATE, is to 
neglect the moſt eſſential duty of THIS; and to fear death is to renounce 
our patrimony ; to turn a bleſſing into a curſe ; to prefer pain to pleaſure; 
and to imbitter the joys which the kindneſs of providence has fo liberally 
preſented to us. We ought to be ready to meet death, and in ſome caſes - 
even to with for it. We ought to long for a glorious occaſion to finiſh | 
the campaign of life; but it ſhould be a glorious, that is a juſt occaſion... 
What man in his right mind would not die a martyr to the principles-on 
which his eternity depended ; and ſuffer himſelf to be ſtoned to death 
under the harſh name of a coward, rather than die, or even live by the 
ſword, as a fool? a fool, if there is a Gop, and a ſtate of rewards for 
good, and puniſhments for evil actions; who ſhipwrecks his hopes, and 
renounces all the profit of a long and dangerous voyage for NnoTHING ; , 
for the breath of idle tatlers, for indigeſted opinions, and the falſe judg- 
ment of thoſe who reject thele conſiderations in their plan of life, We 


all 
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all naturally deſire to be beloved in life, and applauded by men; how- 


ever uncertain and precarious the advantages of ſuch love and applauſe: 
but how great ſoever they are, they MusT terminate with THAT life, of 
which we are thus ſo ſtupidly laviſh; though at the ſame time we know, 
that if we obſerve a conſiſtent conduct in this world, we muſt deny the 
immortality of the ſoul, and refuſe our acknowledgment that GoD is wite, 
juſt, and merciful ; or expect that immortality in a ſtate of happineſs, in 

N of which the higheſt human felicity is but the baſeleſs fabrio 


of a viſion.” 


—_— 


CH A P. XLI. 


F. Irre reflexions on duelling, with the caſes of a demand to draw, the lie 
given, or a blow received; with the conduct of a reaſonable man of ko- 
Nour in an appeal to national juſtice. 


ANY admonitions have been written on the ſabje& of duelling, 
and ſome of them, no doubt, have made impreſſions on men, 
however diſpoſed, by their circumſtances and profeſſions, to be numbered 
amongſt the lawleſs combatants. We have lately ſeen men profeſſing 
arms“, who have declined the challenge; but whilſt ſo many adopt falſe 
princi ies it is not poſſible to eradicate this pernicious cuſtom. 


Various are the incidents which bear a great affinity with the more 
cool and deliberate invitation to the duel. A caſe once happened by the 
well- meant officiouſneſs of a gentleman; he endeavoured to ſoften the 
wrath of a perſon, who directed it at no higher an object than a porter. 
This gentleman afterwards run his inflamed adverſary through the body, in 
conſequence of the orFFENCE of demanding him to DRAW. How can we 
reconcile a conduct which brought on ſo fatal a cataſtrophe ? Would 
it not have been more conſiſtent for this gentleman to retire? Is it a 
ſhame to run away from a madman? The riſk of being killed by direct 
aſſaſſination, had he retired, was not perhaps as one to ten equal to the 
hazard of the combat; ſo that it ſeems as if he choſe the greater danger 


2 If ſome public relations are genuine, 
tC 
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to avoid the leſs : but how much more glorious had it been to die in 


ſach a cafe, whilſt he endeavoured to avoid ſpilling the blood of his fellow- 
creature, under ſuch circumſtances of diſgrace to human nature, than to 
live the wretched vanquiſher of ſo miſerable a being ? However romantic 
this thought may appear, I confeſs I ſee as great a duty to avoid killing a 
man, though at the hazard of one's own life, as to endeavour to defend a 
fellow-creature, under certain circumſtances, at the ſame hazard : and 
there is no man of true bravery, but, upon ſome occaſions, will run the 
riſk of his own life to fave that of another perſon. As to the caſe of di- 
rect aſſaſſination, the firſt principle of life teaches us what to do, 


In relation to the accidents which happen for want of fixed principles, 
J have ſeen ſeveral caſes, A particular acquaintance of mine abroad, 
was taken up by the watch, when he was ſo much diſordered in liquor, 
that he was not capable of diſtinguiſhing ; his friend paſſing by, and hear- 
Ing of the event, gave bail for him. As they walked together, he demanded 
ſatisfaction of his benefactor for an offence committed by another per- 
ſon : his friend, inſtead of flying from this temporary madman, fought 
with him, and they both loſt their lives. 


I have often wondered that well-regulated ſtates ſhould ſuffer the profeſſion 
of a fencing-maſter®: to one that has been ſaved by the knowledge of this 
ſcience, twenty have been loſt. We often find bad men excel in this art, 

and the beft are not excuſed on account of their ignorance of it. What 
have we to do with a ſcience, of which the laws forbid the uſe? Men are 
not taught to counterfeit a hand-writing, nor to coin falſe money. Na- 
tional quarrels are not determined by the ſword of the duelliſt; nor can 
the beſt fencer parry a muſket-ball, or a bayonet. But a knowledge of 
the uſe of the fuſee, or ſpontoon, may be of great advantage in the field 
of battle. A warlike nation ſhould learn how to kill their enemies when 
there is a neceſſity for it, and not their countrymen when there is none. 


As to fencing, it has been frequently a temptation to deſperate actions; 


d Except that the challenged may chuſe his weapons ; I once heard of a man who choſe a pitch- 
fork, which, though improper for a gentleman, had good effect, for it prevented the duel. 
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and men often engage with an entire knowledge of their great ſuperiority, 


as well as a preſumption of it. Of the laſt fort I knew a very particular 
inſtance. 


A very near relation of mine was once attacked in the open ſtreets in full 
day by one of theſe fighting gentlemen, who, it ſeems, took him for an- 
other perſon, He retired, and told him, * Sir, for heaven's fake forbear ; 
<« I never ſaw you before, nor know I who you are.” This however 
did not reſtrain the aggreſſor. His eyes were as blind as his heart : he 


puſhed forward, and, as the price of his raſhneſs, he received a mortal 
. wound, and only lived to beg pardon for his miſtake, 


Another remarkable event happened alſo to the fame perſon : he was 
challenged by a man whom he had never ſeen, nor heard of. As a man of 


the ſword however he conſented; and had the fortune to make his an- 


tagoniſt beg his life: this perſon then confeſſed, that he had no motive to 
fighting but his diſtreſſed condition, and entreated his antagoniſt to aſſiſt 


him. The wounds he had received, now made him the greater object of 
compaſſion ; ſo that this extravagant enterprize ended in the aggreſſors 


being relieved by the charity of the man whom he had provoked to this 
deſperate trial of ſkill. 


Inſtances of this fort are very numerous, ariſing, for the moſt part, from 


the fame cauſe, viz. a groſs ignorance of what a man ought to do under 


certain circumitances, For what can HoNouUR mean, if it is not A RULE 
or CONDUCT ? However complicated cafes of this nature are, the ordi- 
nary incentives to ſuch cataſtrophes are a demand to DRAW, that is, to 


fight; the lie given; or a blow. As to the firſt, the party offending by 


this lad is generally in anger, and as incapable of reafon as the 
drunken man. If by this demand he means to kill you on the ſpot, if you 
do not kill him; hs 1s it leſs than aſſaſſination ? and if no relief can 
be obtained, all means either of art or force are warrantable for the pre- 
ſervation cf life. But if it is only a fimple propoſition to fight with him, 
as is generally underſtood, it ought to be conſidered as a propoſal, to leap 
with him from the top of a houſe, and he ſhould be regarded as a mad- 


man: 
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man: however, as he bears the figure of a man, his perſon ought to be ſa- 


cred, and all poſſible means uſed to protect him from himſelf. 


As to giving the lie, the antient Romans, whoſe valour we never call 
in queſtion, conſidered it only as a contradiction, Cuſtom, pride, or a 
higher ſenſe of moral virtue in ſome, and an affeQation of it in others, 


have rendered this word very harſh and violent to us: but human laws 


ſeldom take any cognizance of it, unleſs with reſpe& to men of high 
rank, or eminent authority, If the party nas really uttered an injurious 
falſity, the puniſhment will, in a great meaſure, attend it; and if he has 
Nor, the lie is retort...” and the diſhonour properly fixed: but in matters 
of fact, or aſſertion, witneſſes only can determine, and reſentments of this 
fort ought, in all reaſon, to be referred to a court of honour ; that is, to 
the friends of the parties, who may eaſily accommodate ſuch a quarrel, 
when men really mean to act LIKE MEN. 


But the ſevereſt trial of a man is by a blow. This is the treatment of 
a ſlave, or a malefactor, and he who is above the rank of the loweſt of 
mankind, or has any conſciouſneſs of his own dignity, ought, in juſtice to 
himſelf, and to the community, to require ſatisfaction; becauſe this is an 
_ offence againſt the ſociety, of which the laws take cognizance. Out of 

reſpect then to the ſociety, and in obedience to the laws, he ought to ap- 


peal to them. Suppoſe then a man is ſtruck without a juſt provocation, let 


him appeal to the magiſtrate, to whom he is ſuppoſed to have entered into 


a ſolemn engagement to refer his cauſe, in conſequence of the common 


protection he derives from the laws. 


But as ſuch appeals are not often made by men, who profeſs to have a 
very high ſenſe of honour, it ought to be extremely clear that they mean 
to ſupport the reſpect due to the laws, abſtracted from all private conſide- 
rations ; and therefore if the ſatisfaction, which may be judged due for the 


injury done, is pecuniary ; they muſt transfer it in truſt for the uſe of the 


poor ; not as a gift, but as a forfeiture to the poor by the offender. A 
man who would not do a baſe action for gain, ought not to benefit by 
ſuch a forfeiture, not even in the ſuppoſed merit of a charity. A villain 

1 may 
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may artfully provoke an honeſt man to an offence againſt the laws, with 
a view to private benefit: but as no man of honour will ſuffer diſgrace 


for the fake of gain; he ought alſo to avoid the appearance of ſuch advan- 


tage, in any caſe it is his duty to reſt in a determined reſolution to be really 
a man of honour, and not a ſlave to opinion, againſt the light of his- 
own mind; againſt the laws of his country; and againſt the aweful majeſty 


of heaven. 


The higheſt indignity, in the ordinary eſtimation of crimes of this ſort, 
is for a man, who profeſſes arms, to receive a blow. In a free country 
the military law being ſubſervient to civil inſtitutions, we muſt conclude 
that a. court-martial would proceed upon much the ſame principles as any 


other court of judicature. 


Let us ſuppoſe then even a gentleman of the army confronting the tranſ- 
greſſor in the preſence of the judge, and that he means to act like a 


_ CHRISTIAN, and a good member of the community, as well as a ſoldier : 


I preſume his pleading would ſtand thus : 


« As I believe the religion of curIsT, I now appear before your lord- 
« ſhips for my hope in that religion ; I appear to vindicate the decrees of 
e heaven, and to reicue them from contempt: I plead, my lord, in de- 
« fence of the higheſt privilege of mankind, defiring to prove, by my own 


« ſubmiſſion, that the wiſe author of nature has not ordained any partial law, 


«* which is obligatory only to people under particular circumſtances. 


« I know that cuſtom has not only made it honourable to decide 


* ſuch complaints as mine by the ſword of private vindictive juſtice, but 


« alſo diſhonourable to appeal to any other. That cuſtom, unſupported 
by reaſon, is the law of tools, is acknowledged by all men of common 
« ſenſe; yet as it has been the cuſtom for the higheſt ranks of mankind, 
<* to neglect the national juſtice, and revenge themſelves with their own 
« arm; in the eyes of many I muſt appear, if not as a coward, at leaſt as in- 
« ferior to them in courage, and a due ſenſe of honour. Whilſt the 
« world is enſlaved to oINIOx, men will appear with dignity, or diſgrace, 


<« as they follow or abandon the ſtandard of this tyrant. 
Rut 
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But J apprehend, my lord, that the important affair now under con- 
e ſideration, is not how I am to pay a blind. homage to cuſtom, or opi- 
ce nion; but how to expreſs the ſubmiſſion of a reaſonable being to reaſon- 
e able laws, with a due regard to both worlds. Human inſtitutions are 
< ever preſumed to be directed by the higher motives of divine laws; to 
ce evade the one, is to deſpiſe the other. As I know that my freedom, 
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« my religion, and all that is dear to me, are ſecured by the laws, and 


ce that the protection derived from them, implies a ſolemn obligation on 
« my part; can I, with the name of honour, pretend to annul that obli- 


« pation ? In this light things appear to me: but I have learnt alſo, by long 


ce experience, the fallacy of human wiſdom ; how incapable we often are 
« to judge for ourſelves ; and how differently the ſame action appears to 


« the ſame perſon at different times: upon this account alſo I appeal to 
ce the judgment of this honourable court. I refer my cauſe to the laws of 


« G60D and my country, in hopes that the day will come, when ſoldiers 


ce will have the courage to act like men, and like CHRISTIANS ; and to 
« dare to do any thing which ought to be done: till that day comes, he 


<« who has tlie courage to act up to the dictates of his confcience, and 


< the clear precepts of his religion, muſt deplore an evil which he cannot . 


c rectify, and ſtand up againſt the imputation even of cowardice," rather 
than renounce that conſcience and religion. 


« There is another reaſon, my lord, why, contrary to all cuſtom with. 


ce men of my profeſſion, I appear before this honourable aſſembly. The 
* common dictates of humanity call on me to demand juſtice in this 


« manner; not the dictates of a mean ſelf. love; nor a daſtardly fear of 


« death; but the cauſe of honour and of liberty, the cauſe of my fellow- 
ce citizens and countrymen : as it is my duty to fight for them wHEN 1 AM 
© CALLED, I now mean, my lord, to preſerve their lives, and, by endeavour- 
« ing to ſtop the current of a flagitious practice, to ſcreen them from in- 


« famy or Gifgrace 1 in the like circumſtances. . 


<« If we enjoy life, and the name of honour, only by the romantic cle 
ce mency of him who dares to draw his ſword in defiance of the laws, 


* what is this, in effect, but {lavery ? He that cantenges to an illegal. com- 
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te bat, and has it in his power to blaſt my reputation, if I refuſe; is he 


© not a more dangerous member of the community, than he who chal- 
* lenges me to deliver my purſe, and will neither touch my life nor ho- 
e nour, if I conſent: and if it is inglorious to ſollicit for juſtice againſt 


ec thoſe who violate the rules of civil ſociety; the conſequence muſt be, that 


* it is glorious to perſecute and deſtroy the virtuous, who are the ſupport 
ce of that ſociety. 


* 


<« In all the dreadful ſcenes of blood, which my duty, as a ſoldier, has 
« often engaged me; I ever conſidered it as my pride and honour to be 
c obedient to the command of my ſuperiors, though it were to ruſh on cer- 


cc tain death: that is the law of a ſoldier in the field of battle: the ſame rule 


te of conduct now brings me before this honourable court. As in thoſe 


* ſcenes of ſlaughter, I never thought it juſtifiable to kill an enemy out of 


« mere revenge, or to take a life, which, conſiſtently with my duty, I 


* could ſpare ; what change of principles ſhould now induce me to run 
ce the hazard of robbing my fellow-ſubje& of his life, from the impulſe 
ce of a lawleſs revenge? A revenge which, if followed, mankind would 


ce be reduced to a ſtate of war, the links of humanity would be broken, 


and the foundation of all ſociety rooted up. 


e And now, my lord, in what degree the offender is puniſhable, reſts 


et on the judgment of this honourable aſſembly: I do not mean to biaſs 
e the court, or load the aggreſſor with guilt, arifing from motives per- 


1 haps foreign to his thoughts: on the contrary, I hope he will expe- 


t. rience ſuch a mitigation of his puniſhment, as will demonſtrate to him- 


« ſelf, and to all the world, either that honour, equity, and all the ſacred 


regards by which ſociety is ſupported, are, in the courſe of national 


« juſtice entirely neglected; or, that it is abſurd, unjuſt, and inhuman, 
« to revenge a blow, the wild effect of anger, by no leſs a chaſtiſement 
c than the death of the offender.” 


CHAF 
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A ſhort account of 2ELL, the adjacent country, and the paſſage of the L BR. 


Obſervations on the hoſpitality of the BRITISH factory in HAMBURG, 
with ſome reflections on the ſacrament. 
Factory. Of the houſes, inhabitants, government, military force, forti- 


fication, territories, and trade of HAMBURG. "Al ſbort account of AL- 


TONA, 


HE 13th of September I left nanover, and proceeded to Ex- 


ZEN, a ſmall mean village; the road to this place exhibits little 


more than heath, with very few houſes and inhabitants, for two GERMAN 
miles and a half. From thence to zELL is two GERMAN miles and a 
half; the chief production of the country near the road, is turf, which 
ſerves as fuel for the adjacent inhabitants. About three feet from the 


ſurface of the earth, I obſerved in ſeveral places the remains of antient 


buildings, which the common people are idle enough to think have re- 
mained there ever fince the deluge. 


ZELL is a very conſiderable place, and guarded by a fortification : it 
has been formerly the reſidence of the dukes of that name, but by mar- 


riage it is now devolved to the houſe of HAN R. The palace is for- 


tified by a wall and a mote, and, being on an eminence, commands an 
extenſive proſpect. Here are four LUTHERAN churches, one FRENCH, 


and one DUTCH reformed church, and one for the RoMAN catholics. 
The buildings for the moſt part are very mean, being chiefly of wood. 
The town has a ſmall trade with BREMEN, by means of the river AL- 
LER; and now afforded quarters to a regiment of 700 men. It has been 
alſo long diſtinguiſhed for a ſtud of exceeding fine horſes, of which I 
ſaw many: here are ſometimes to the number of one hundred and fifty; 
the pedigree of each horſe is marked on the poſt of the ſtall. Beſides many 
beautiful horſes for the ſaddle, there is a very fine ſet of cream-coloured 
Horſes for a coach of ſtate. 


From 


Of the body corporate of that 
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From ZELL I travelled to WEISSENDORFF, which is four exceſſive 


long GERMAN miles; the greateſt part of the way appears like a deſert, 


having only three or four mean villages, and very little corn land, but ſome 


flocks of ſheep. This electorate ſupplies the greateſt part of GERMANY 


with mutton, as BRANDENBURG and WESTPHALIA produces. hogs, and 
HUNGARY beef; but the trade in corn is very ſmall, as each of thoſe 


countries produces ſufficient for its own conſumption. 


On the 15th I went to Z HRENDORF, four 6xRMAN miles, the coun- 
try {till abounding in heaths and woods. The villagers in ſome places 


complained of the unwholeſome air. Whether this ariſes from the 


earth not being cultivated, the number of inhabitants being ſmall, or from 
the badneſs of the foil I cannot determine. On the 16th I travelled on to 


HAMBURG, four GERMAN miles: the country towards the banks of the 


ELBE has a more agreeable aſpect. Travellers ſometimes go by spick- 


'ERWICK, Where the ELBE being much narrower, the paſſage is ſhort 
and the charge eaſy ; from thence on the north eaſt banks of the eLBE 


there are many delightful gardens in the territories of HAMBURG ; where- 
as at HARBURG it is five or fix ENGLISH miles croſs the ELBE to HAM- 
BURG. The banks of this river below the city, are in ſome places very 
lofty, and exhibit a delightful view of the ſeveral ſmall iſlands in the 
middle of it. It is very unlucky for travellers who are well inclined to 
entertain a good opinion of the electorate of HAN ovRR, that the road 
from the metropolis croſs the country to the EL BE in the rout to Hh Au- 
BURG, has ſo barren and deſolate an appearance. The diſtricts of ZELL 
and LUNENBURG are by no means ſcenes of pleaſure or profit; but at ſome 
diſtance from the road in proper HANovER, I am aſſured are lands fertile 
and well peopled, which indeed ought to be inferred from the amount of 


the revenues of this electorate, as already mentioned; though theſe ariſe 


chiefly from the mines. 


The 17th. Being now arrived in a great tending City, ——_— a con- 
ſiderable BRITISH factory, with ſome of the members of which I had 


particular connections from commercial intereſt, I conſidered myſelf as at 


home ; 
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home; and indeed the politeneſs, hoſpitality, and agreeable converſation 
of the factory in general made it ſuch to me. 


It is a common vice of mankind to ſuffer the moſt trivial incidents of 
life to divert them from religious duties, and to furniſh themſelves with 
an excuſe for that neglect. The day after my arrival being the ſabbath, 
if the motive of devotion had failed, curiofity would, I think, have car- 
ried me to divine ſervice: of all curſes idleneſs ſeems to be one of the 
worſt, and of all kinds of idleneſs, that of neglecting the ſabbath ſeems 
to be the moſt unworthy. * Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath 
day,” is as clear an injunction as © Thou ſhalt not murder; as clear and 
forcible as if the Almighty was to look down from the battlements of 
heaven, and declare in thunder This is my will.” But if the founda- 
tions of the earth were ſhaken, would men awake to their duty? The 
chaplain, Mr. MuRRay, gave us an excellent diſcourſe on this text, 
« Take this in remembrance of me; he remarked © That men, who 


« are really ſincere, and endeavour to think and act well, are not diſ- 


* qualified for receiving the ſacrament from what they imagine or fear, 
ce however ſeemingly contrary to the ſpirit of religion.” A weak judg- 


ment and a roving fancy are moſt certainly apt to diſturb the beſt men; 


but the real good or evil in conſequence of the ſacrament, muſt be de- 
termined by the effect it has on our lives; by engaging us to forſake our 
fins, as we thereby covenant and agree to do: this law is of eter- 
nal obligation, whether we commemorate his death or not ; but if we 


will not commemorate, we break one eſſential part of that law, by neg- 


lecting his abſolute command, Take this in remembrance of me; an 

argument which is intelligible to a child, and as conclufive as volumes of 
theology. If the taking that ſacrament is enjoined as the means of re- 
membering him; as a token of rememberance, and as an act of grati- 
tude to him as a friend and benefactor; to neglect this command ſeems to 
imply, that we do not chuſe to remember him, nor to take any pains to 
expreſs our gratitude to him. Were we to judge from the conduct of 
ſome CHRISTIANS, one would be tempted to think ſuch an injunction 
was really never made, or that they really were not CHRISTIANS. 
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It is very familiar to common obſervation, that men who demonſtrate 
a ſcrupulous forbearance of offences which are clearly forbidden, do not 


regard this duty, though it is as clearly commanded; as if one implied 


guilt, but not the other. If they were juſt to themſelves, they would not 
only reflect on the abſurdity of this conduct, but alſo that they neg- 
le& one of the moſt eſſential means of procuring the pardon of their 
fins. 


This is a long introduction to a ſhort ſtory. The congregation of the 
BRITISH factory at HAMBURG, though neither methodiſts nor fanatics ; 
being about fifty perſons of both ſexes, all, except one, received the ſa- 
crament on this occaſion. A ſight which I never ſaw before, nor ever 
expect to ſee again, unleſs I ſhould happen to go to HAMBURG. The cha- 


pel belonging to the factory is very neatly finiſhed with oak, and of a pro- 


per and convenient ſize. Mr. MURRAY is deſervedly beloved for his learn- 


ing and agreeable converſation, for his perſuaſive diſcourſes, and the na- 


tural and juſt manner in which he delivers them. 


The BRITISH factory which removed from FL ANDERS to HAMBURG, 
are poſſeſſed of privileges ſince about 1610, confirmed by a convention with 


the regency, as diſtinguiſhed as any body of foreigners enjoy im any part of 
the commercial world. The HAM B URGERS found it their intereſt to in- 
dulge them, inſomuch that, till the revolution, they had an excluſive privilege 


of importing cloth; but this liberty is now free to any of the inhabitants 
of the city. This factory is incorporated into a company, conſiſting of 


thirteen members, a governor , and deputy governor b. All diſputes a- 


mong themſelves are referred to the final deciſion of a majority of voices. 


They alſo judge with regard to their demands on the burghers ; but in this 


caſe a deputation of two ſenators is required to act in concert with them. 
Their judgments are ſo juſt and ſummary that the burghers generally make 
application to them, when they have demands upon any of the BR1- 
TISH factors, preferring their deciſions to any other court in the juriſ- 


2 Mr. jon GORE. b Mr. jonn THORNTON, who reſides on the ſpot, 


diction 
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diction of the city. The trade of this company is not fo confiderable 
as it was at the latter end of the laſt century. 


Beſides the pleaſure which they enjoy in domeſtic diverſions and mu- 
tual acts of hoſpitality, the king of DENMARK has granted them a pri- 


vilege of hunting in his juriſdiction, to the extent of about ten E- 


LISH miles, and ſome of the factors often take this amuſement. 


HAMBURG is well known to be a hanſe town of the moſt i importance 
of any in EUROPE. It is ſaid to have derived its name from the adjacent 
foreſt of HAM, ſo early as the beginning of the eighth century: its repu- 
tation for laws, and ſituation for trade, has long ſince furniſhed it with 
opulent inhabitants. It ſtands in the dukedom of noLsTEin, on the 


north ſide of the ELBE, where this river forms many iſlands ; ſome part 


of the town is ſo low, that north weſt winds and high tides extremely | in- 
commode the inhabitants, by the overflowing of the water. The houſes 
are built very ſtrong and lofty, and many of them are extremely neat. 
Moſt of the ſtreets are ſo narrow as hardly to ſuffer wheel carriages 


to paſs each other, but their coachmen are remarkably dexterous. Vehicles 


of this ſort, which were hardly known amongſt them ſeventy years ago, 
are now very common. There are alſo many ſtreets which are ſpaci- 


ous, but theſe lying higher, and more detached from the water, are not 


ſo much frequented by merchants of any conſideration, 


Here are generally miniſters from moſt of the princes in EUROP, but 
believe more for the affairs and correſpondency relating to GERMANY and 
the north, than for what regards the city. I had the pleaſure of being very 


politely received, particularly by Mr. cope, the ENOTIsn reſident, who is 


much beloved. 


The number of inhabitants in this city, appears to be larger than it 
really is; as much the greateſt part of them are abroad and in motion. 
Mechanics are not numerous here ; and of manufactures, ſugar-baking and 
calicoe-printing are the great articles; gold and ſilver lace, filks and ſtock- 
ings are alſo made, but in no conſiderable quantities. The families which 
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pay ſcot and lot are about 14,000, and the ſoldiery, including their 
wives and children, are reckoned 10,000. There is about the ſame num- 
ber of foreigners; ſo that, reckoning ſeven perſons to a family, the 

whole makes 118,000. The ſuburbs and villages adjacent, may en- 
creaſe it to half as many more. 


The better ſort of people here are extremely affable, moſt of them 
having travelled ; but the women are bred up with great reſerve. They 
generally go veiled with black filk ; but not ſo as to hide their faces, 
when they have any reaſon to entertain a favourable opinion of their own 
beauty. Though here are many inſtances of gay life, eſpecially at par- 
ticular ſeaſons, yet there is no appearance of ſtate or grandeur amongſt. 
them; their chief purſuit is trade, Thoſe who have left off buſineſs are 
eſteemed in the ſame rank with merchants. As there are no marks of re- 
gal authority to create a due ſubordination, the eaſy circumſtances of the. 
greateſt part of the inhabitants, have introduced a ſpecies of inſolence and 
impoſition. on. ſtrangers, peculiar to a republican ſtate : the common 
people tread cloſe upon the heels of thoſe of higher rank. I obſerved alſo 
they have introduced the cuſtom of giving money to ſervants; and, as in 


ſome other countries, convert the domeſtic obligations of ſociety into acts 
of venality. 


The — of this city is compoſed of four burgomaſters; the 
emoluments annexed to their offices generally yield 10001. a year each, 
particularly the two elder of them, who have the diſpofal of ſeveral places. 
The next in rank are ſenators, of whom there are twenty-four ; their dreſs 
reſembles the antient habit of the syAn1arDs : fourteen of theſe muſt 
be choſen from among the merchants, and ten bred to the ſtudy of the 
law. The ſenators are ſometimes very illiterate perfons, but when cho- 
ſen they are obliged to forfake their ſhops, and keep a coach. Their 
falary is two hundred pounds per annum, but they are chofen for life, 
and their perquiſites are conſiderable: ſuits at law are determined by 
the ſenate ; criminal affairs by the ſenate and burghers. There are alſo 
four findics, or lawyers, who act as ſecretaries of the ſtate, and on whom 


the 
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the greateſt weight of the executive part of the government lies; next to 
theſe are four real ſecretaries. The city is divided into five pariſhes, in 
which are five capital churches ; the moſt modern, dedicated to St. Ni- 


CHAEL, was reduced to aſhes by lightening in 1749. There is alſo the 
DOME, V-hich is a cathedral church governed by a dean and ſecular can-- 


nons, remarkable for its antiquity, being built in the time of cnar- 


LEMAGNE ; It is now partly under the protection of his majeſty king 
GEORGE, In the quality of duke of BREMEN and VERDEN :. each of theſe: 


pariſhes has three officers in the nature of the tribunes of the. people a- 


mong the antient ROMANS 3. and nothing of moment is reſolved on by the 


ſenate without their concurrence. When taxes are laid on the people, fifty 
burghers of each pariſh muſt be preſent to conſtitute a proper aſſembly 


for this purpoſe, and the ſame tax is never prolonged above a year. Upon 


theſe occaſions the gates of the city are ſhut, and nobody permitted to go 
in or out till the aſſembly is broke up. Though upon the principle of 


that liberty which I have mentioned, the inhabitants are ſometimes with 
difficulty kept within bounds ;- yet, in the ordinary courlc of- things, m 


order and oeconomy are preſerved: 


wy he religion eſtabliſhed here is the LUTHER AN; nor is there a tolera-- 


tion as in AMSTERDAM, or LONDON, The RoMAN catholics are objects 


of great jealouſy ; but the Jews are indulged, and ſupport themſelves by a 


commerce and brokerage : indeed the greateſt part of the pol 18m Ir ws 


appear to be in a wretched condition; but the PORTUGUEZE are not in 


ſuch deſpicable circumſtances. 
The eſtabliſhment of regular forces in this city is 2500 men; but the 


magiſtracy ſeldom ſupport ſo many: they are however very cautious 


in ſhutting their gates early, and will, upon no occaſion, open a wicket, 


though the town might raiſe a conſiderable tax by means of it. This part 


of oeconomy puts a great reſtraint on the citizens, and habituates them x 


the more to moderation in purſuit of pleaſures and amuſement. 5 


The fortifications of this town, on the land- ſide, are conſidered as very 
ſtrong; but the greateſt ſecurity of it is the jealouſy of the ſeveral prin- 


ces, 
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ces, who have, from time to time, formed pretenſions, and caſt an ambi- 
tious eye towards it. The walk round the ramparts is about four ENG/ 
LISH miles, and in moſt parts very pleaſant. On the eaſt fide is a large 
piece of water formed by a ſmall river called the ALSTER, within the 
walls, on which the town's people amuſe themſelves in the ſummer, by 
rowing about it, attended by bands of muſicians. | 


The citizens have alfo ſeveral gardens on the banks of the EL BE and 
ALSTER, ſome of which are agreeable : but they are moſtly in the 
DUTCH taſte, very ſmall, and kept in ſuch exquiſite order, as rather to 
exhibit a poppet-ſhew, than a rural ſcene; much leſs is there any grandeur 
in them. | 


The territories of this city are but ſmall : on the north-weſt fide there 
is a conſiderable fort on an eminence, which ſerves as an out-work to 
the town, and as a boundary of its dominion ; AL rox A, on the weſt, is 


within half a mile. To the north they have only about one mile; but to 


the eaſt, along the banks of the ELBE, about — which, in the 


broadeſt place, is not above four miles. 


Several of the citizens, who have acquired great fortunes by commerce, 
have purchaſed large eſtates in the neighbouring territories, under the juriſ- 
diction of the ſeveral princes; but this is apt to create jealouſies among 
thoſe whoſe property is in trade only, or within the territory of nam- 
BURG, Monſieur PIERRE HIss, a FRENCH merchant, to whom I am 
obliged for the polite reception he gave me, is ſaid to be worth above 
100,000 |. acquired from a very ſmall beginning; and there are others, 


whoſe opulence is not inferior. 


This place muſt be conſidered with reſpect to GERMANY, what Au- 
STERDAM is to EUROPE, a magazine of the different produce, and 
werchandize of the trading world. Many of the houſes are built on the 
very edge of the canals, fo that ſhips may unload into their ware- 
houſes. The number of veſſels, of any conſiderable burthen, belonging to 
the town, is computed at four hundred, of which thirty of the princi- 


In this paſſage I mean encL15n miles. 


pal 
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pal are employed in the trade to and from-Lonpon; They have many 
in the FRENCH trade, particularly about forty, which bring wine, and 
other commodities, from BoURDEAUX ; a great number in the GREEN- 
LAND trade, beſides many which navigate the BaLT1c, and ſome alſo to 
PORTUGAL, SPAIN, the MEDITERRANEAN, &c. 


They keep their accounts in marks and ſchillings, 16 ſchillings to a 
mark, The agio varies, but the bank-money is generally about 15 or 16 
per cent, hetter than current. 


Formerly the DANISH money was their chief currency, but now they 
have a coin of their own; one HAMBURG ſchilling is equal to two DA- 
NISH, or a peny ENGLISH. There are 4 ſchilling pieces, or mark, and 
8 ſchillings or = mark. A ducat, which paſſes for 2 and + dollars in. 
BRAN DENBURG and SAXONY, is worth here 2 5 dollars of HAMBURG. 
Here is a difference of bank and current money, as in AMSTERDAM ;. 

a ducat which paſſes for 7 marks current, is worth but 6 bank money; 
3 = ſchillings are equal to 2 gude groſchen; and all forts of money are taken 
here, valued according to foreign exchange. 


The mouth of the ELBE, at the north-ſea, is about thirteen GERMAN 
miles diſtance ; the navigation is difficult, yet, except ſome of the largeſt. 
veſſels, they can unload at the town, the tide coming up about four GR- 
| MAN miles above HAMBURG. Its ebb leaves moſt of the canals of the 
city dry ; but there is a good bed of mud for the ſhips. 


L have already obſerved, that the manufactures of this place, except that 
of baking ſugar, and printing calicoes, are very inconſiderable, though 
the art of dying is well known here. They export quantities of s1LEsIA 
linnens from hence under the name of HAMBURG. A great part of 
this branch of commuſſion- buſineſs is indeed fallen into the hands of the 
merchants of AL ToNA, the HAMBURGERs having injudiciouſly charged 
a ſmall duty on them, which they have ſince taken off, and made it a 
free port for the tranſit of all goods: but they cannot recover this 
buſineſs in the ſame manner as before. There are other branches, of 
which the HAMBURGERS have been obliged to yield a part to other na- 

tions. 
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tions. The trade of LuBzc, which was ſunk very low, has mended of 
late years. STETIx, which was hardly known as a trading town, now 
begins to make ſome figure in commerce; and we find the king of 
PRUSSIA endeavouring to eſtabliſh EMBDEN as a place of trade. Coptn- 
HAGEN, of late years, is improved; and a vaſt trade is eſtabliſhed in St. 
PETERSBURG, Which did not exiſt till this century; but, above all, 
FRANCE, fince the queen's war, has made large ſtrides in the advance- 


ment of her commercial intereſt. Theſe concurring reaſons muſt neceſ- 
ſarily diminiſh the trade of HAMBURG. 


As mankind increaſe in numbers, at leaſt in xuxopR, together with 
arts, luxurious indulgences, and the refinements of life; it is natural to 
preſume that commerce, in general, encreaſes alſo ; though it is ſubject 
to change hands. But nothing, I think, is more demonſtrable than this, 
that the ſtate which has moſt naval power, ſuppoſing the people have a ge- 
nius for commerce, and are ſituated advantageouſly for it, muſt have the 


greateſt portion. Will it be ſurprizing if, in a few ages, war ſhould be- 


come entirely, as it already is in a great meaſure, ſubſervient to the ends 
of trade? Upon this principle it 1s rather an argument of the virtue 
and equity of mankind, that ſo inconſiderable a ſtate as HAMBURG 
ſhould have yet fo great a trade, than that it is in ſome degree dimi- 
niſhed. 35 


As nations grow enlightened, they will forſake their indolence, and 
go to market, where the commodity is cheapeſt; paſſing by thoſe who 
are enriched by their former induſtry and ſagacity, in collecting the 


different produdions of the earth; conſequently theſe leſſer ſtates, 


whoſe conſumption within themſelves is ſmall, will decline in commer- 
c:al power. 


It has been generally imagined, that luxury is a great cauſe of the in- 
creaſe of commerce : that it has enlarged the ſcene, and occaſioned an 
increaſe of ſeveral of the productions of the earth, is beyond diſpute. Hence 
the uſe of tobacco, ſugar, tea, ſpices, and other commodities, which are 
of very little real benefit to mankind, and yet are become great articles 

of 
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of commerce all over the world. But theſe have been attended alſo with 
improvements of eſſential ſervice, particularly that of manufactures, 
which being now ſpread over the whole earth; the ſkins of beaſts, which 
were formerly the great article of cloathing, are not worn, except 
in very cold countries, or as a rich and coſtly dreſs. Theſe have been 
exchanged for the manufactures of wool, and other materials, much be- 
yond what the animals furniſhed in the ſimple manner of life of our fore- 
fathers : ſome of theſe indeed had hardly any cloaths at all. But to come 


down to the preſent time, FRANCE has now near thirty times the quan- 


tity of wollen cloth, to what ſhe manufactured in the beginning of this cen- 
tury . And ENGLAND already ſo far advanced, has made vaſt improve- 


ments. In the laſt century calculators valued our wool at two millions, 
now they reckon near four millions. The ſame wool manufactured is 
now computed worth twelve millions; whereas it then amounted to eight 


millions only. 


But as things neceſſary, and in their nature good, are become common, 


and ſupplied in a great profuſion; that which was magnificence, is no 
longer ſo: numerous improvements however being added, it takes that 
name again. When theſe improvements are carried to an exceſs be- 
yond what our fortunes, and duties of life will bear, it becomes luxury ; 
and luxury is in its nature ruinous. We ſee even the lower claſſes of 
mankind have acquired a taſte of many things, not only beyond the fim- 
plicity of life which nature dictates, but alſo beyond what their circum- 
ſtances will bear. Theſe new paſſions craving their object; an equal pace 
muſt be kept by induſtry, and the productions of the earth. All exceſſes 


require great labour to ſupport them. The people of a country, who live 
very high, to uſe a vulgar expreſſion, are apt to light their candle at both 


ends; that is to ſay, they are apt to conſume too much, and work too 
little. Hence they are alſo more ſubject to misfortunes, becauſe that will ap- 
pear as a misfortune under ſuch circumſtances, which otherwiſe would not 
be regarded. There is a medium; if we paſs beyond it, we prepare the 


3 See page 55. but this remark alludes to LaxGuzpoc only. & Near 70,000 packs at 61, 
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way for ruin. Luxury and corruption have ever been the deſtruction of 
ſtates; and nothing can be more plain than this, that there would be 
little or no corruption, if there was no luxury. 


To return to the HAMBURGERS : what has clipt their wings, though 
not in ſo great a degree as generally imagined, is the neigbourhood of AL- 
TONA, which ſignifies, much too near, as inded it is for their intereſt ; 
having the advantage of ſituation the ſame as HAMBURG ; but it has no 
fortification, nor is the pAN ISH ſovereignty ſo great a ſecurity of its com - 
merce, as the independency of a HANSE town is to HAMBURG. ALTONA 
has been long conſidered by the HAMBURGERS as an object of great 


jealouſy ; but there is not, 1 apprehend, ſo much cauſe to ſear, as is ſug- 
geſted by many, 


ALTONA is a large place, but does not partake in the leaſt of the pride 
of HAMBURG, with regard to its buildings; nor can it afford to pay any 
thing of conſequence towards the revenues of DENMARK. It is an aly- 
lum for thoſe who fly from the adjacent countries for debt, or worſe 
crimes : the HAMBURGERS, Whole fortunes reduce them to this extre- 
mity, take refuge there alſo. Except two or three houſes of bulineſs, 
there is very little appearance of riches or plenty in AL ToYA. In oppoſi- 
tion to HAMBURG it encourages all rcligions, ſo that there is a medley of 
the poorer claſſes of mankind, particularly of PoL IisH Jews. In the war 
with SWEDEN in 1713, the town was burnt to the ground, and now ap- 
pears as new. The HAMBURGERS not daring to riſk their own ſecurity, by 
opening their gates in the night, when a SWEDISH army was fo near, and 
when a fickneſs prevailed amongſt the inhabitants of AL ToNA; many of 
the latter periſhed as monuments of swe DISH cruelty, 


The continual loſſes ſuffered by the ALGERINE rovers, who thought it 
their intereſt to decline all accommodation, have been a great obſtruction 
to the trade of HAMBURG ; and the more as they can hardly, with any 
aſſurance, aſk the aſſiſtance of any ſovereign prince, and particularly a ma- 
ritime power, who is a competitor in point of commerce. During the 
laſt war they had ſeveral ſhips on the weſtern ocean, and the MEDITER=- 

RANEAN ; 
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RANEAN ; but hoſtilities at ſea were no ſooner ended, than they were 
obliged to alter their meaſures . 


— —— — 
— 4 | 


The 29th of September I took my leave of Mr. J. Bos AN Er, Mr. 
HANBURY, Mr. THORNTON the deputy governor of the BRITISH com- 
pany, and the other gentlemen, to whom I am much indebted for their 
great civility. 


2 ——— — — 
— — 


C H A FP. XML 
The author departs from HAMBURG. A ſhort account of the trade, inha- 


bitants, and dome church of BREMEN. He continues his journey through 
WESTPHALIA. | 
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HE 3oth of September I departed from HAMBURG. The ordi- 
nary rout to AMSTERDAM is directly to osx ABRU CR; but my cu- 
rioſity carried me to to BREMEN, not without ſome intention of going 
to EMD Ex, if the weather had proved favourable. My rout then was to 
BLANKENESS, two ſhort GERMAN miles from HAMBURG. The road be- 
ing on the lofty banks of the EL BE, gives a moſt delightful and extenſive 
view, as well of part of the HANOVERIAN dominions on the weſt, as of the 
DANISH territories in HOLSTEIN on the eaſt of that river. There is no re- 
gular ſtage for poſt horſes to BLANK EN ESS; the ferry alſo is very ſmall for 
a wheel carriage, and if a proper ſeaſon is not taken with regard to wind 
and tide, it may be dangerous. The ruſticity of the p an1sn boors 1s apt 
to create vexation : it is their cuſtom to ſpend ſome time on the ſhore at 
a certain game, to determine whoſe fortune it ſhall be to attend the paſſenger. 
The breadth of the river in this place is about an ENGLISH mile, and near 
the ſame diſtance, up a creek to CRANTZ, a mean village in the HANo- 
VERIAN dominions, where there is no regular poſt; yet the peaſants 


The ALGERINES finding the 5PaANItARDs meant to make war with them in good earneſt, en- 
tered lately into a treaty with the namBurcGERs, not of friendſhip only, but of commerce alſo. 
This the s rANIAR Ds highly reſented, and put the wamuBuRGERS under neceflity of annulling that 
treaty, or of being excluded from their trade with s ANN. Being reduced to this alternative they have 
choſen the former. x 
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are obliged to find horſes for paſſengers at ſtated rates. CRAN TZ, though 
ſo mean a place, is extended above two ENGLISH miles, built on the top 
of a high bank, intended to reſiſt the overflowing of the ELBE, which 
ſometimes happens. A ſmall branch of this river runs to BUXTEHUDE, 
the next ſtage, which is about a GERMAN mile and a half: the country 
abounds in meadow and corn lands, 
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October the 1ſt, I purſued my journey to cLosTER-SEVEN, four long 
GERMAN miles, the road but indifferent; the proſpect is moſtly of woods 
and heath ; the country is but thinly inhabited, and has not much corn 
land or cattle. From thence to 0T TERSBERG is three GERMAN miles: 
here I found two companies of HANOvERIAN ſoldiers quartered. The ſoil 
hereabouts is infertile, being chiefly moraſs. From thence to BREMEN is 
three GERMAN miles, through a ſandy country, The land towards BREMEN 
is more improved, but without any great face of fertility. We paſſed two 
turnpikes, and within an ENGLISH mile of BREMEN I obſerved three ſtones 
which are erected on the fide of the road, with the arms of the BRITISH 
crown, denoting the confines of the HAN OVERIAN dominion, 


BREMEN 1s ſituated on a plain on both ſides of the river WESER, over 
which it has a bridge. The dutchy in which it ſtands formerly belonged 
to the SWEDES, but being conquered by the DANEs, was by them fold to 
the elector of HANOVER in 1716; yet there is only a {mall quarter of the 
town, in which ſtands the dome church, ſubject to that electorate. The 
reſt, with its territories, 1s free under its own laws and magiſtrates, who 
are compoſed of four burgo-maſters and twenty four ſenators, choſen out 
of the citizens who profeſs CALVINISM: this is the eſtabliſhed religion, 
and they have five churches for the citizens of that periwation, 


The number of inhabitants are computed at 30,000, who appear to 
live in comfortable circumſtances. The greateſt part of the ſtreets are 
narrow : the ſhops are well ſtocked with merchandize, and they have 
many houſes of good appearance. They have a town houſe, an ex- 
change, and waterworks, by which the city is ſupplied from the river. 
One would imagine that the people are extremely pious, soL Ii DEO GLO- 

RIA 


* 
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RIA being in large characters over their doors and windows, within doors 
and without. 


In the market-place they ſhew the figure of a man in armour, who, 
as the people pretend, ſaved the city when it was in the utmoſt danger 
from the swEDEs. They call it a RowLaNnD, or ROYLAND, from the 
name of a general who died in ITALY in the ſervice of the emperor, by 
whom this was made a free city, This general was of a remarkable ſta- 
ture; and the figure ſerves to keep up a ſenſe of freedom, though under 
the burleſque form of a giant of about fourteen feet high. 


But nothing is fo remarkable in this place, as the great dame, where 
their worſhip is performed after the LUTHERAN manner: the people of 


this perſwaſton- bearing a great proportion to thoſe of the eſtabliſhed re- 


formed church, It is an antient building in the gothic manner, reputed 


to be about 600 years old. There is a vault under it, in which are the 
bodies of feveral perſons, ſaid to be depoſited there above one hundred 
and fifty years ago, and firſt diſcovered about forty years ſince to be entire, 


as they yet remain. Theſe bodies lye in the vault as one common grave; 


the linnen in which they are dreſt is light as tinder : their ſkins look black 
and parched, but their features diſtinguiſhable ; they are extremely light, 
but the coheſion of the parts entire. The vault to appearance has nothing 
extraordinary, except. that. the air ſeems to be temperate, and the walls 
perfectly dry. It is about ſix feet below the ſurface of the earth, and 
vaulted eight or nine feet high. A dead cat, which has been accidentally 
thrown in through the window, has had the ſame fortune as the human 
bodies. They will not ſuffer the vault to be cleanſed, from an idle opinion 
that it may loſe its virtue. Several have offered conſiderable ſums to have 
their bodies depoſited there, which the prieſts object to, alledging the 


ſentence of Gop, that man ſhall return to duſt; though it is more pro- 


bable the magiſtrates do not chuſe to indulge this idle vanity, as the Lu- 
THERAN 1s not the eſtabliſhed church. 


BREMEN, ſtanding on the wEsER but twelve GERMAN miles from 


the ſea, would be as advantageouſly ſituated for trade as HAMBURG, 
but 
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but that ſhips of burthen cannot come within two miles of the town, 


as there is often not above four feet water. This deficiency is ſup- 


plied by boats, and does not hinder their building large fly boats at the 
town. Notwithſtanding the neighbourhood of HAMBURG, the trade here 


is conſiderable : they import a great quantity of ſugar from FRANCE; 
of the ENGLISH they take tobacco, and other wEST INDIA commodi- 
ties, and alſo ſome of their manufactures. This city trades with H ANo- 


VER, SAXONY, BOHEMIA, &c. from whom they receive corn, linnen, 
timber and minerals. They have freſh fiſh 1 in in ſome ſeaſons, and 


are ſaid to dreſs leather well. 


| Exceeding heavy rains having fallen, and the baba becoming cold, I 


determined to make the beſt of my way to AMSTERDAM, From BREMEN 4 


is a long cauſeway, the country being marſhy, and ſoon covered with 
water. About a mile from the town we re-entered the H ANoVERIAN 
dominions; the ſoil near the road is moſtly ſandy or heath to wIL DE- 


SHUSEN, Which is three very long GERMAN miles: this is a principal 


town, and the reſidence of the great bailiff of the diſtrict, of which there 


are about twenty five in the HANoveRIAan dominions. Mr. HEINEBER the 


bailiff's ſon, who ts a young man of great virtue, accompliſhments, and 


excellent parts, did me the favour of a viſit, and invited me to his fa- 


ther's houſe, which gave me an occaſion of paying my reſpects to the 
bailiff. 


The 2d I travelled on to X LOPPENBERG, three long GERMAN miles, the 
road very ſandy. This is a mean town in the dominion of the biſhop of 
MUNSTER, elector of coLoGN ; but the country round it is pleaſant, be- 
ing compoſed of arable and meadow lands, bordered by groves and 
plantations. 


The 3d I went on to LOENNINGEN ; the diſtance is nominally two GER - 
MAN miles, but here they ſeem to be double, and the peaſants are paid 
near twice the common price, with this inconvenience, that inſtead of 
one poſtilion I was obliged to take two peaſants for four horſes. It has 


Now preceptor for the ERMAx language and hiſtory to the young princes. F 
a OINC=- 
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ſometimes been the fortune of travellers in this country, to have as many 
men to attend them, as horſes to draw their vehicle. 


LoENNINCGEN is a mean dirty place, but the country near it pleaſant 


and fertile. The government of theſe eccleſiaſtical princes does not ſeem 
to eſtabliſh charity or politeneſs ; at leaft I found the people nalen and 


given to extortion. 


From thence to HASSELUNE is accounted two GERMAN miles; the 


country is very ſandy. This is a more agreeable town, and has a ſmall gar- 
riſon of troops belonging to the elector of colo N Poverty ſeemed to 
prevail here; but ſuperſtition ſtill more, in conſequence of that eccleſi- 


aſtical power which had erected crucifixes almoſt on every hillock. 


The next town is LIN GEN, at the diſtance of two long GERMAN 
miles; the road to it is ſandy, but the adjacent country pleaſant. This 
place, which is in the circle of wESs TPH AL IA, is ſubject to the king of 


PRUSSIA : it ſtands on the river EMs, and has a fortification of ſome 
ſmall conſideration. The cleanheſs, breadth, and good pavement of its 


ſtreets, and regular built houſes, give one the more ſtriking idea of that 
good order for which the pRUsSIANs are ſo much diſtinguiſhed. This 
. town indeed formerly belonged to king WILLIAM III. and devolved to 
the houſe of BRANDENBURG on his death. It partakes much of Durch 
| economy : here the exorbitant price of near a ducat a GERMAN mile for 


horſes was firſt charged to me. 


eres . ty " m —_ _ " . 
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Obſervations at ALMELLO, DAVENTER, Cc. Reflections on the produce 


of tobacco, A ſhort account of AMERSFORT and NAARDEN.. 


\HE 4th of October I advanced 1 long GERMAN miles, 8 


the dominions of the uNI TED PROVIN CES, and arrived at NOR- 
THORN, where | obſerved the women appear to be almoſt blinded with the 


ſmoak ariſing from the turf, which they have here in great abundance : 
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Moft of the country over which I travelled from LOENNINGEN produces 
3 elſe. 


It was now the ſeaſon in which the sTATEs order the rates of poſt hor- 
ſes to be increaſed about one third part more than it is from April to Sep- 
tember: I was obliged to pay 18 gilders to ALMELLo, which is com- 
puted four GERMAN miles; but, in conſideration of the roads, they gave 
me ſix horſes. The little towns I now paſſed through began to ex- 
hibit that cleanlineſs for which the noLLAanDERs are ſo much diſtin- 
guiſhed. The marriages of this country are performed with a humorous 
ſolemnity : I obſerved pillars and feſtoons of verdure, adorned with gar- 


lands and flowers, which are prepared for the decoration of a nuptial 
feaſt at the houſes of the parties. 


The heaths reſerved for the production of turf on this fide of the 
country, are much larger than is generally imagined, conſidering the 
ſmall extent of the dominion of the UNITED PROVINCES ; but ex- 
cept theſe the hand of induſtry appears in a very remarkable degree; the 
incloſure of meadows, corn land and kitchen-gardens, plantation of trees 
and banks, which are thrown up for roads, at the ſame time that they 
demonſtrate the labour of the peaſant, afford an agreeable proſpect. Moſt 
of their cows are red, and theſe are the chief riches of this part of the 
country, by the great quantity of butter and cheeſe which they produce, 


and in this ſeaſon they feed them on an herb they call sPERSEN, which 
grows fix or eight inches high. 


ALMELLo is a neat town in the province of ovERYSSEL, where 
there is a manufactory of fine holland: the greateſt part of what we com- 
monly call by this name is made in $ILESIA, and only bleached in the 
UNITED PROVINCES. The preference which I thought due to the ma- 
nufactures of my own country, prevented my making any purchaſe in 
ALMELLO, The improvements we have made both in scorLAN PD and 
IRELAND, are ſuch as will, I hope, in a ſmall number of years, gra- 


tify the moſt luxurious, as well as afford a quantity for a conhderable | ex- 
portation to foreign markets. 


The 
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The 5th I ſet out for DAvEN TER; the road for the moſt part is through 
marſhes and heath, with a ridge of hills to the north. HAsLEN ap- 
pears to the ſouth weſt about two EN GL IsH miles from the common road; 
ſome make it their way, though it is half a league about. They gene- 
rally reckon here by the hours, as in As IA, and compute two hours to 
a GERMAN mile; this computation is hardly too much when the roads 
are bad. From xoRTHdRN to DAVENTER they compute four GERMAN 
miles. 


DAvENTER is a large city in the province of ovERYSSEL, formerly a 
hanſe town, but now ſubject to the ſtates. It ſtands on the river yssEL, 
which bears veſſels of burthen. There is a large bridge of wood over it, 
for the paſſage of which they pay a heavy toll. This river runs into the 
ZUYDER fea. The town is well fortified, and has a ſtrong garriſon ; 
the ſtreets and houſes are very neat, and the ſhops well ſupplied with ma- 
nufactures and other neceſſaries. It has a wy large inland trade, but no 

manufactures, 


From hence is a regular poſt, four GERMAN miles to vooRTHUSEN ; ; 
the ſoil of the country is various; near the midway is Loo, a famous 
ſeat of the prince of oRAN GE. VooRTHUSEN is a village of very little 
note; nor has the country an agreeable aſpect. The 6th, I proceed - 
ed to AMERSFORT, two GERMAN miles, the firſt of which is through 
a ſandy country, and one ſees but little cultivated land, or appearance of 
rich inhabitants; but towards ouvERLACE the country appears worthy 
the reputation it has in the world. There are large plantations of tobacco; 
for the production of which the land is thrown up into ridges of about 
two feet high. The conſumption of this article in the uniTED PRO- 
VINCES is very conſiderable, and by ſome pretended to be neceſſary in fo 
moiſt a climate. It may be queſtioned however whether the lives of 
the inhabitants are prolonged by it; or whether the ſame labour and ex- 
pence which is employed about it, would not produce proviſion for the 
ſupport of life more effectually, and for greater numbers of people: for 
it ſeems inconſiſtent with reaſon that ſo many thouſands, I might ſay 
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millions of people in the different quarters of the world, ſhould be em- 
ployed in cultivating this herb, whilſt ſuch multitudes are _— diſtreſa 
for want of the common proviſions of life. 


AMERSFORT is an antient and conſiderable town in the province of u- 
TRECHT, on the ſmall river EEMSs, which runs to the z uvDER ſea. 
There is a very large church, and an excellent fet of chimes, for 
which the UN1TED PROVINCES are very remarkable; thoſe of this town 
play every hour on market days from ten till twelve in the morning. 
This affords a cheap and agreeable amuſement to the common people, 
and ſome pleaſure to thoſe in higher life who delight in muſic. I was 
ſtruck with the neatneſs and cleanneſs of the ſtreets and houſes ; but 
the manners of the people are rot equally delicate: a certain ruſticity 
prevails, which is ſometimes ſhewn in an apparent contempt of ſtran- 
gers. This town is chiefly ſupported by huſbandry, and has a conſider- 
able trade in tobacco of its own growth. I obſerved many of the people 
| wear wooden ſhoes, which are indeed beſt calculated for their brick 
floors, and inceſſant waſhing. 


From AMERSFORT I departed for NAARDEN, which is about two GR- 
MAN miles diſtant; the turnpikes are very numerous, where paſſengers 
pay regularly, though there is no fence in many places. About two 
ENGLISH miles from AMERSFORT is SOESDYKE, a palace belonging to the 
prince of ORANGE, Which has a park ſaid to be near eight ENGLISH 
miles in circumference. Being impatient to get early to AMsTERDAM, I 
declined viſiting UTRECHT, remarkable for that treaty which has blotted 
the annals of ENGLAND, and aggrandized the houſe of BoURBON, as ap- 
peared too plain in the late war. UTRECHT is ſaid to be one of the 
molt agreeable places, and as worthy the attention of a traveller as any in 
the UNITED PROVINCES, 


The road to NAARDEN 1s pleaſant, abounding i in regular plantations of 
trees; and the country is well cultivated and inhabited. NAARDEN is a 
boundary of the province of uoLLL AND, at a ſmall diſtance from the zuy- 
DER ſea: the fortification is conſiderable, being partly compoſed of a broad 
double 
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double mote filled from the fea, which has often made -mroads upon it. 


In antient wars it was often facked, and in 1486 reduced to aſhes by 


fire. Here alſo the syAxIAR DS maſſacred the inhabitants upon the occa- 


non of the revolt of the uniTED pRovINCEs. In 1672 it was taken by 
the FRENCH, but ſoon retaken by the prince of oRANGE. 


From NAARDEN to AMSTERDAM is reckoned two GERMAN miles; 
the whole country conſiſts of paſture lands and gardens, below the ſurface 
of the ſea, if one may judge from the appearances of the bodies of 
ſhips on the water. The road on the banks of the canals is made with 


great coſt, ſo that there are no leſs than ſeven tolls, at which I paid three 
guilders. The avenue to AMSTERDAM is a cauſeway, on the fides of 
which, near the city, are ſmall villages and gardens belonging to the citizens, 


which ſerve to beautify the face of this artificial country. The gates of 
AMSTERDAM are ſhut at ſix in the evening, but there is admittance till 
ten, for a toll of one ſtiver each perſon. According to the ordinary 


computation I had travelled only forty one GERMAN mules and a half 


from HAMBURG. By the way of osNABRUCK it is reckoned fifty two 
GERMAN miles, but the difference is rather in the computation of the 
miles than the real diſtance, 


Q-M- A o˖˙˙· 
Reflections on the commercial genius of the pur ch. A brief deſcription 
of AMSTERDAM. Of the dykes in HOLLAND. Of the taxes and re- 


venues of the UNITED PROVINCES Compared with thoſe of GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


H E correſpondency which I had as a merchant, procured me 
acquaintances in AMSTERDAM, of the want of which, foreign- 


ers, who are not intereſted in commerce, generally complain. Indeed of 


all the great cities which I have yet ſeen, this ſeems to afford the leaſt en- 
tertainment, to thoſe whoſe heads and hearts are not intirely turned to 


Oo2 pecuniary” 
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pecutitary acquiſitions : here every moment ſeems to be filled up in the 
* "of trade, with all its various and extended connections. The 


eople have no time to complain of a bad climate, bad weather, or the 


wh of health: they have hardly leiſure to perform the common duties. 
of hoſpitality and benevolence. 


| The obſervation I made of the inhabitants of AMSTERDAM, correſ- 
ponds exactly with what has been often remarked, that thoſe diſorders of 


the mind, particularly that of being ſeldom contented for any length of 
time, which ſeem to be the more peculiar affliction of my own country, 
where the people are more refined in manners and ſentiments, are hard- 


ly known in this city, verifying the maxim, that the turn of men's minds 


conſtitutes their felicity, much. more — their fortunes or external cir- 


cumſtances. 


In alluſion to this ſubject, Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE obſerves, © This is 


a diſeaſe too refined for this country and people; who are well, when. 


e they are not ill, and pleaſed when they are not troubled ; are content 
te becauſe they think little of it; and ſeek their happineſs in the com- 
© mon eaſe and commodities of life, or the increaſe of riches ; not amn- 
« fing themſelves with the more ſpeculative contrivance of paſſion, or 


" refinements of pleaſure.” 


The principal houſes of buſineſs in this great metropolis of the E 
THERLANDS,. among ſeveral others, are thoſe of meſſieurs nopes, meſ- 
fieurs CLI FOR DS, and meſſieurs MUILMANs, with whom I had parti- 
cular connections, and from whom I received great marks of hoſpitality and 
politneſs. Mr. THoMAs HoPE did me the favour of a viſit immediate- 
ly on my arrival. This gentleman is no leſs diſtinguiſhed for the great 
{kill and induſtry, and extenſive buſineſs by whieh he has acquired a large 
fortune, than for his ingenuouſneſs and abilities, which ſet him at the 
head of the WEST IN DIA company, as the deputy of the prince of 
ORANGE, Meſſieurs CLIFFORDs, who are related to the noble family 
of that name in ENGLAND, have, by an extenſive correſpondency. through. 


a long ſeries of years, acquired a very. conſiderable fortune; and for their 


probity 
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probity and politeneſs are much reſpected by all who have any connexion 
with them, Meſſieurs MU1LMANSs-are well known in Lonpox, from the 


reſidence of two of the brothers, who are very eminent merchants in that 


city, Their father and brothers in Aus TER DAMM are alſo diſtinguiſhed 
for their wealth, and for the ſhare they have in the government of the 
UNITED PROVINCES. 


This wonderful city of aMsTERDAM,. as well as many other towns of 
the NETHERLANDS, is certainly a work of art and labour, not inferior to 
the greateſt monuments of human. induſtry in paſt ages. It is about 220 
ENGLISH miles from LONDON : its proper name as derived from the river 
AMSTEL, is AMSTELDAM, i. e. the dam of the Aus TEL, which is the 
name generally given to it in authentic records. From its earlieſt begin- 
ning they reckon about 400 years; and 270 from its being incloſed with. 


walls. It was not till the year 1570, that the puTcn began to lay the 
foundation of their prodigious riches and naval ſtrength. About 20 years 
before this time they were. provoked by the opꝑpreſſive meaſures of Ro- 
MISH bigotry, to ſhake off the span1sn yoke, and adopt the doctrine of 
CALVIN. The $8PAN1ARDS exerted themſelves, upon this occafton;. upon 
religious, as well as political principles; but it was not in their power to 


render that confederacy abortive, which at length united the ſeven pro- 


vinces, and, forming a powerful republic, gave. a juſt occaſion to this: 


motto; © Concordia res parvæ creicunt.” 


About the year 1 boo, the love of liberty and gain decaſ oned ſuch a 
conflux of people, that the walls of the city were extended; ſince that 
time they have had further enlargements, the whole now making about 
three leagues in circumference; Her greateſt ſtrength is in the difficulty 


of acceſs both by ſea and land; yet have not the numerous ſholes, which 


render the entrance of the I ExELL ſo difficult, obſtructed the progreſs of 
her commerce. One ſtriking proof of cconomy is very obyious, even in 


the fortifications of this city ; for the baſtions, which are very numerous, 


Have each a windmill on them. 


The 
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. 


The ke are, for the moſt-part, extremely clean ; but except thoſe 


which have canals, much too narrow for beauty or convenience. They 
are rendered the leſs difagreeable, as the hired coaches are ſet on ledges, 
drawn by one horſe, which do not greatly incommode paſſengers. Mer- 
chandize i is allo drawn on ſledges. "Theſe are not only the moſt conve- 
nient vehicles for the inhabitants, and their trade, but alſo calculated to 
preſerve their houſes, which being built on piles, might, in a length of 
time, be much damaged in their foundations by means of a great number 
of wheel-carriages. The coaches of gentlemen are however for the moſt 
part ſet on wheels; but they pay a conſiderable tax for this liberty. The 
principal ſtreets, or rather quays of the canals are agreeable, particularly 
the KEYZARGRAFT and HEEREGRAFT, Which are planted on each fide 
with trees; but the canals ſometimes throw up a very offenſive ſtench. 
The people are not at a loſs how to account for this inconveniency : ſome- 
thing is owing to nature; but it is apparent, that the diſcipline of the 
ſtate is relaxed by the canals not being kept ſo clean as the regulations re- 
quire : theſe canals, in ſome parts, are of a conſiderable breadth, 


The houſes in AMSTERDAM are rather neat than elegant, or commo- 
dious: the nature of the climate renders it neceſſary to waſh them often; 
but the greateſt part of the people carry their cleanlineſs in this way fo far, 
as hardly to afford themſelves time for the neceſſary care of their perſons. 
The ſame humour prevails amongſt them, as with ſome of middling for- 
tunes in ENGLAND; they ſhut themſelves out of their own houſes, by 


keeping the moſt uſeful and agreeable apartment for the entertainment of 
their friends on particular occaſions, that 1s, for vanity, 


The entrance of their houſes 1s generally by ſtairs four or five feet 
from the ground, and the paſſage into the rooms, which run very 
deep, 1s floored and panneled with marble, which has an air of grandeur 
in miniature. They have much ncat, and ſome rich furniture; but it 
does not ſeem to be the effect of a luxurious and expenſive taſte, ſo much 
as the obſervance of an antient cuſtom of neatneſs and elegance, At the 


Worſt 
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worſt it may plead its being leſs dangerous to a tate, than the conſtant 
expence of a table, equipage, or amuſement ; and theſe are not:counte- 
nanced in AMSTERDAM in any remarkable degree. 


This city is generally eſteemed one third as populous as LonpoN 00 
PARIS, They reckon within the walls, twenty. ſix thouſand five hundred 
houſes, and about two hundred and forty thouſand inhabitants: the ſub- 
urbs, though ſmall, muſt add to this number. 


The grand rendezvous of the merchants of this metropolis, as in other 
great trading cities, is the exchange, which was finiſned in 1613. The 
interior part is 2 50 feet long, and 140 broad; but much inferior in ar- 
chitecture and embelliſhment to that of Lonpon. It is ſupported by forty- 
ſix pillars, which are marked with numbers; and the merchants take their 
ſtands near particular pillars, to be found the more eaſily. The city af 
AMSTERDAM is guarded by a militia, as the ſafeſt and moſt proper defence 
of their wealth and liberty ; theſe are all burghers, and conſequently no 
objects of jealouſy, nor do they cauſe any conſiderable expence. 


With regard to the ſeveral religions of the inhabitants; here is 
great freedom, fo long as the prieſts avoid diſturbing the repoſe of the 

ſtate, The eſtabliſhed faith is that of carvin, for which there are 
| eleven churches for the puren, one for the ExnGLIsH, two for the 
GERMANS, and two for the FRENCH. The ROMAN catholics are ſaid to 
have near thirty places of worſhip, of which ſome are chapels, and o- 
thers, apartments in houſes fitted for that purpoſe. Beſides theſe, there 
are LUTHERANS and ANABAPTISTS: the Jews alſo are in no ſmall 
number, and have their ſynagogues as in LonDoN. But of all theſe diffe- 
rent religions, none but the caLvinisTs are allowed the uſe of bells. 
The ſtates very cautiouſly preſerve their ſupremacy, by invalidating all 
marriages not made according to the rites of the eſtabliſhed church, unleſs 
the parties firſt engage themſelves in form before the civil magiſtrate ; and 
-when that is done, they may perform the ceremonies of their reſ pective 
religions as they think proper. 
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Nothing adds more to the beauty of this city, as well as of the coun- 
try in general, than the plantations of trees for the public uſe and plea- 
ſure; an inclination which ſeems to prevail very much, and is highly 
worthy of imitation. In xNGLAND things of this ſort are often done; 


but more for private gratification, than the general delight of the peo-— 
ple; fo that the lower claſſes are the more apt to crowd to gardens, 


where they pay their money, waſte their time, and ſometimes debauch 
themſelves with exceſſes. We may obſerve however, to the honour of 


GREAT BRITAIN, that within theſe thirty years, great improvements have 
been made in many parts of the kingdom : works of this nature for the 


public recreation, are certainly worthy of the beſt citizens, the moſt 
zealous patriots, and greateſt princes. 


The pu TCH are diſtinguiſhed for the number and oeconomy of their 
uſeful charities, which ſeem to exceed thoſe of ENGLAND; not in extent; 


for, in beneficence, the ENGLISH have hardly any bounds, as if they 


meant in good earneſt to © cover a multitude of fins; but i in regard to 


diſcipline and wholeſome ſeverity, we have not fapported it ſo well as 


the DUTCH, who make all their poor perform ſome uſeful labour. It 


does not indeed ſeem poſſible to engage the loweſt ſort of the people, of 
any nation, to work from a mere ſenſe of duty. If they are left to their 


Choice, or the materials of labour withheld from them, can it be ex- 
pected they will work ? But if the make and conſtitution of man renders la- 


bour neceſſary to his ſupport; I preſume it follows, that he who can work, 


and WILL not, ſhould not have food GIvEN him. Charities founded on 
principles not conſiſtent with this rule, inſtead of drawing down bleſſings, 


produce calamities, as is often experienced. 


With regard to their dykes, the bur cn have made vaſt improvements 


ſince the year when the worms made great havock in their piles: they 


now line many of their ſhores with very large ſtones, and have carried 


4 For inſtance, St. James's wack contributes greatly to the health and pleaſure of the inhabitants of 
LONDON, 


- this 
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this work on with great ſucceſs. I obſerved the dyke®* to the zuy ptr- 
SEA is raiſed about ſixteen feet perpendicular, and goes off upon an eaſy 
decline. The ſtones are regularly laid, and form-an excellent defence a- 
gainſt the water. They bring theſe ſtones from NoR WAV: the govern- 
ment pays ſeven guilders a ton for any quantity that is brought; fo that 
when maſters have no better employment for their veſſels, they make a 
voyage to NORWAY for this purpoſe. The work intended to be com- 
pleated in this manner, is of ſuch extent, as may yet require the labour 
of eight or ten years: it will, to all appearance, be not only a great ſaving, 
but alſo a ſecurity to the ſtate, The dykes towards the north ſea are 


ſaid to be more lofty, and not to be ſupported but with piles at a great 


expence. 


Even a dreadful vulcano cannot render the ſituation of the neighbouring 
inhabitants ſo precarious, as that of the pur cn from the nature of their coun- 
try. By great ſkill and induſtry they have indeed given laws to the ocean; 
but it has, upon ſome occaſions, paſt its bounds, and exhibited a lively 


picture of that deluge, in which the whole race of mankind was. once 


involved, a ſingle family excepted. In 1530 a great part of ZEALAND was 
overflown : in 1568 no leſs than ſeventy- two villages on the coaſts of Hol- 
LAND and FRIEZLAND were ſwallowed up, and near twenty thouſand 
people perithed. Thoſe who eſcaped on trees and rifing grounds, after ſuffer- 
ing much with hunger, were relieved by the care of the magiſtrates. The 


inundation of November 1665, drove in the fea with violence hardly to 


be conceived : it broke down the dyke of MUYDENBERG, and laid the 


whole country round NAARDEN, and many places in the province of 


UTRECHT under water. The dyke between AMSTERDAM and HAER=- 
I. EM was alſo broke, and many others, too tedious to enumerate. Not- 
withſtanding theſe great miſchiefs, the ſtorms no ſooner ceaſed, than the 


induſtry of the inhabitants 3 in a great meaſure, the havock created 


by them. 


» As this word in ENGLISH ſignifies a very different thing from the ſenſe in which it is uſed here, it 


may eaſily deceive thoſe who have not ſeen the dykes in HoLLANnD; the burn call it diik, which 
properly ſignifies a bank. E Thirteen ſhillings. 
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The actidents which are common to a flat country in being overflowed 
with water at certain ſeaſons of the year, do not ſeem to be much regard- 
ed here, as proviſion is made againſt them by houſing their cattle. Theſe 
alſo render their meadow-lands the more fertile; and when the waters are 
frozen, which generally happens in the winter ſeaſon, it furniſhes' them 


the amuſement of ſkeiting. What contributes alſo to the ſafety of this 


country is, that they can lay it under water when they pleaſe ; yet does 
not this prevent the terrors of the people in regard to FRENCH armies, 
much leſs render it healthy or agreeable. 


The province of HOLLAND is faid to pay half the tax of the whole 
ſeven, and AMSTERDAM half“ of the province of yoLLanD; from 
whence one muſt conclude, that there are immenſe riches in amsTER- 
DAM, or no great wealth in the ſeven provinces. The revenues of Au- 


STERDAM are reported to be a million ſterling ; and conſequently the 


whole muſt be four millions ; which, I apprehend, greatly exceeds the rea- 


lity, or it is meant only in time of war. Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE eſti- 
mates their ordinary revenues in his time at twenty-one millions of 


guilders :; but he ſays the revenues of the province of noLLANnD, includ- 
ing AMSTERDAM, were REPORTED to be one million fix hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, which brings the whole to three millions two hundred 


thouſand pounds: moſt calculators have made it three millions; but as 


things are circumſtanced at preſent, we muſt not, I think, compute it 
ho two millions of ENGLISH money. 


Tn 1665 they raiſed 40 millions of guilders*, and of a the province 


of HOLLAND only, paid twenty-two millions; which is nearly correſpondent 


with the account they now give of the proportion this province bears to 


all the others, as already mentioned. 


It may be worth the enquiry of the curious, how vaſtly the taxes in 
the UNITED PROVINCES exceed thoſe of GREAT BRITAIN, in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants. They generally calculate two millions 5 of 


4 Some call it three-eighths ; but I believe half is neareſt the truth, 1,920, oool f 3,820,0001. 
=* The puren ſay there are not above 80, ooo inhabitants in all z EXLAx p and a million in 20 
LAND; ſo that the other five pROVIXCESs have 920,000. EE 


people 
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people in the UNITED PROVINCES; and two millions at the loweſt com- 
putation are annually paid in taxes: now as we compute eight millions 
of people, if we were to pay in proportion, our taxes ſhould be eight mil- 
lions; but I believe they are not ſix. The uniTED PROVIxcES are 
reckoned to contain only 7500 ſquare miles; whereas ENGLAND has 
49,450 ſquare miles; conſequently theſe provinces are fix times as po- 
pulous as ENGLAND. How induſtry flouriſhes among them is apparent, 
even if they pay but two millions; ſince conſidering the goodneſs, and ex- 
tent of our country, and the barrenneſs of theirs, we may ſuppoſe our- 
ſelves capable of paying ſix times as much in taxes as they; whereas we 
pay but three times, as above-mentioned. The truth is, they acquire riches 
by the ſea in a double capacity, that is, by commerce and fiſhery ; and we 
may conclude, from this general view, of what great conſequence their fiſh- 
ing is to them, of which I ſhall make further mention in its place. 


— — * — 1 . 
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An account of the trade of the UNITED PROVINCES. A ſhort deſcription 
of the Rladt-houſe. Obſervations on the bank of AMSTERDAM, compared 
with that of LONDON. 


ROM the confderation of the revenues of theſe pRovINCEs, the moſt 

familiar tranſition is to their trade; and here we find numerous 
cauſes coinciding to raiſe the commerce of this country to ſo prodigious a 
height. The original of this is ſo familiar to moſt perſons, as to need 
very little animadverſion. Sir wILLIAM TEMPLE mentions the ſub- 
je& in theſe terms: HoLLAND has not grown rich by any native com- 
© modities, but by force of induſtry, by improvement and manufacture of 
cc all foreign growths, by being the general magazine of EUROPE, and 
e furniſhing all parts with whatever the market wants, or invites, and by 
their ſeamen being, as they have properly been called, the common car- 
« riers of the world.” 


The trade of this city was raiſed chiefly on the ruins of ANTWERP, once 


the miſtreſs of the commercial world, till the fiery Zeal of prieſts, and the in- 
P p 2 ſolence 
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ſolence of military authority, trampled equally upon the laws of juſtice 
and humanity ; and, laſtly, upon commerce, the ſupport of nations. To- 
wards the cloſe of the 16th century, the poxTUGUtzz alſo, from being 
the greateſt traders to the E As r, their commerce began to decline; which 
gave the more room to this new colony of merchants, who had many of 
the requiſites to carry trade to its higheſt pitch, though their country does. 
not produce one ſingle material for building ſhips. 


The ſame reafons which I have aſſigned for the decline of the trade of 
HAMBURG, may alſo be given for the preſent diminution of the commerce 


of the UNITED PROVINCES; for in proportion to the flow in ſome coun- 
tries, it is likely to ebb in others. But to theſe reaſons we may alſo add, 


that the increaſe of riches in the UN1TED PROVINCES has contributed 


to a corruption of manners among the people, and ſlackened the reins of 


that diſcipline by which they acquired their wealth. According to Sir 
WILLIAM TEMPLE, the DUTCH had but little foreign trade, except that 
to the INDIEs, till 1670 ; and, in few years after this time, the ſame au- 


thor obſerves, that they began to indulge in an expenſive way of life, 


which made their rulers think, that ſumptuary laws were neceſſary. 


But to conſider things as they yet ſtand; AMSTERDAM is a pro- 
digious magazine of timber, corn, wine, and many other commodities 
of foreign EUROPEAN production. The inhabitants excel in dying, ſugar- 
baking, bleaching of linnen and wax, manufacturing of paper and ſail- 
cloth, with no inconſiderable quantity of filk and wool. Their whale- 
fiſhery generally produces great riches, and their EAS T-Ix DIA trade is of 


the higheſt importance to them both in EUROPE and ASIA: the article 


of ſpices only is a mine of gold, which they have preſerved with more 
care and aſſiduity, than if it had been really ſuch. Here are alſo great 
repoſitories of gold and filver, precious ſtones and choice drugs, from 
different parts of the world. 


In regard to the balance of trade between GREAT BRITAIN and the 
UNITED PROVINCES, the linnens, flax, fail-cloth, tiles, juniper-berries, 
&c. which this nation takes of the puTcy, much exceed in value 


the 
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the lead, tin, tobacco and coals, which they take of the BRITISH ſub= 
I muſt not forget that their herring fiſhery is a ſource of riches, as it 
employs ſo great a number of hands *. Perſons of every age and deno- 
mination delight in this ſort of food : there is hardly a family in the 
UNITED PROVINCES but conſumes a barrel. The quantities which they 
fend to foreign markets and convert into money, is alfo an object of 
fome conſequence: in whatever light we conſider this fiſhery, it is 
of the greateſt value to them. One would imagine that the happy 
ſituation of the BRITISH ſubjects rendered this trade unneceſſary; at 
Teaſt I do not find that they ever did enjoy it in any conſiderable de- 
gree. King JaMes I. had this buſineſs under conſideration, as appears. 
by the embaſſador carLTON's letter, dated February 1618, from the 
HAGUE, Which gives us an idea how things were circumſtanced at that. 
time. As the BRITISH nation is now: making freſh endeavours to. eſtabliſh. 
this fiſhery, I will venture to inſert the following ſhort extract of the letter. 
above- mentioned, viz. 


« I find likewiſe i in the manner of 8 that treating by way of 

& propoſition here, nothing can be expected but their wonted dilatory and 
« evaſive anſwers; their manner being to refer ſuch propoſitions from 
ce the STATES GENERAL to the STATES OF- HOLLAND. The STATES 
* HOLLAND take advice of a. certain council reſiding at DELFT, 
te which they call the cou NIL or FisHERY. From them fuch an an- 
10 ſwer commonly comes, as may be expected from ſuch an oracle. The 
« way therefore (under correction) to effect your majeſty's intent, is ta 
E begin with the fiſhers themſelves, by publiſhing againſt the time of their 
« going out, your reſolution at what diſtance you will permit them to 
« fiſh, whereby they will have recourſe to their couNcI1L oF FISHERY ;. 
« that council to the sTATES oF HOLLAND, and thoſe of HoLLAND to 


h In 1601 they had 1500 buſles, of twenty five to thirty tuns, with a great number of ſmall ver · 
ſels. In 1618 it was repreſented to king jaMEs, that the puTcx employed 3ooo ſhips and boats, 
and 15,009 men in this fiſhery. Their barrels uſually. weigh three hundred weight, containing each 
about 1000 herrings, It is alſo worth obſerving, that the Fx exc, of late · years, have made: prodi- 
gious progreſs in the herring-hſhery near the EN is Coalt, 


ce the 
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ce the STATES GENERAL, Who then, in place of being ſought unto, 
de will, for contentment of their ſubjects, ſeek unto your majeſty,” 


In the time of king CHARLES II: we alſo find great reſentments of the 
conduct of the puTcu towards the ENGLISH nation; the latter com- 
plaining at the ſame time of their own indolence with regard to the her- 
ring fiſhery. The learned sELDEN maintained the argument of our exclu - 
ſive right to fiſh, in a treatiſe intitled, MARE CLAUsUM; Whilſt GRoO- 
TIUS, in behalf of the DUTCH, pleads for a MARE LIBERUM: which of 
the two is right, is not my buſineſs at preſent to enquire. 


It was long imagined that the BRITISH nation declined all attempts 
on this fiſhery from a particular defire of ſhewing the higheſt regard to 
her good friends and allies the puren; but whatever THEIR virtues are, 
or OUR ſingular obligations to them, they muſt be ſenſible either of our 
folly in ſubmitting, our incapacity of hindering, or our juſtice in acqui- 
eſcing. The HoLL ANDERS depend ſo much on fiſh for their ſupport, that 

it would ſeem a ſyſtem of politics grating to humanity, to uſe the means 
which providence has put in our hands, to prevent their drawing ſuch 
ſupplies from the ſea ; but we are alſo led by no leſs a motive than ſelf- 

' Preſervation, and the duty we owe to our own poor, to provide for the 
means of their ſupport. 


It is doubted by ſome, whether the erection of workhouſes, without 
finding NEw woRK for the poor, will fully anſwer the purpoſes of the 
nation; but nothing can be more evident than that the fiſhery, ſuppo- 
ſing it ſucceeds, will produce an increaſe in our ſhipping, an additional 
manufadory in nets, and in general an employment entirely new, and of 
ſuch an extent, as may in time take in a great number of the poor of 
GREAT PRITAIN, men, women and children, old and young; for they 
can all perform ſome part or other. It ought to be preſumed that the 
gentlemen who have undertaken the care of this fiſhery, will endeavour 

to ſurprize the nation with the ſucceſs, anſwer the good intention of the 
legiſlature, and convince the world that conſtancy and perſeverance can 
do any thing except miracles. We ſhould likewiſe conſider, that this 
5 fiſhery, 
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fiſhery, which is properly BRITISH, OUGHT to be employed to the ad- 
| vantage of GREAT BRITAIN, if it is practicable, as I preſume it is. It 
is at leaſt well deſerving the attention ſhewn it, and the event can be known 
only by time. There ſeems to be no contradiction in the nature of the 


thing why it ſhould not do; and if we determine under IE that 
it ſhall ſucceed, more than half the event is ſecured, 


To return to what more immediately concerns the pur; paſſing 
over the v to SARDAM ®, I had an opportunity of obſerving what vaſt 
labour they execute by means of windmills. Here they faw timber 
at a very eaſy rate, which ocpaſions their building ſhips cheaper than 
in other parts. They grind woods, and other materials for dyeing, make 
gunpowder, and paper, of which here are the beſt manufactories of any 
in HOLLAND. Theſe mills are employed i in many other uſes. This work 
is performed by very few hands, and the women are employed as well 
as the men ; which gives one a itrong idea of that induſtry and economy 
from whence the riches of the UNITED PROVINCES ariſe. There are o- 
ther ſcenes where the people are not leſs active. Many of theſe wind- 
mills coſt conſiderable ſums of money, the foundation of them being 
made in a very expenſive manner, as the ground is little better than a 
marſh. 


Of all the public buildings in aMsTERDAM, either for ufe or orna- 
ment, the town houſe* is the moſt diſtinguiſhed : the foundations of it 
were laid in 1648, and in feven years the building was ſo far advanced, 
that the magiſtrates took their ſeats in it. The LATIN inſcription on a 
black marble pedeſtal, the repreſentation of which conſtitutes part of the 
2 of a relievo, is to this purpoſe : 


« The UNITED PROVINCES of the Low COUNTRIES, After having 
ce bravely ſupported a bloody war by ſea and land in every region of the 
« earth, againſt the three pyiLIPs, moſt powerful kings of sPAIx, 


0 


2 Called alſo the YE, and by ſome the ya, about five miles over. b The proper name of this 
place is A n. © I obſerved a tree of eight or nine inches diameter {awed into thirty fix boards, 
with great exactneſs. d Stadt-houſe. 


« for 
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« for more than 80 years, and by that means ſecured their liberty, and 
0 the exerciſe of their religion, the moſt honourable burgomaſters. 


« GERBRANT PAN cRAS, 

© JAQUES DE GRAAF, 

« SYBRANT VALKENIER, and 
© PIETER SCHAAP, 


et made the peace in their magiſtracy in 1648, their ſons and relations lay- 
ce ing the firſt ſtone of this town houſe, the 4th of November of the fame 


37 


* year. 


The dimenſions of this building are 282 feet in front, 232 deep, and 
116 high, excluſive of the cupola. It coſt three millions of guilders *, 
when money was more valuable than it is now: this may be the more 
eaſily reconciled, if we conſider that no leſs than 13, ooo large piles 
were driven to make a foundation for this ponderous burthen. Whe- 
ther in this ſum they include all the plafonds, and other paintings, of 
which here are ſome very valuable, is not eſſential to out preſent purpoſe. 
Behind the ſeat of the preſiding burgomaſter is a complimental inſcription 
in DUTCH verſe, wrote by c. HUYGENS, one of their moſt eminent poets, 
_ which ſeems to argue the ſenſe they had of the ſecure eſtabliſhment of 
the ſtate at that time. 
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-. 0 give a minute deſcription of this edifice, would require more labour 
and obſervation than I had inclination or leiſure to beſtow on it. We 
may conſider it as a very grand and uſeful building, but not elegant nor 
agreeable. It contains moſt of the offices and tribunals, for the execu- 
tion of the laws, in the ſeveral branches of the military as well as civil 
government, : 
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It is conſtantly remarked by foreigners, that the entrance of this build- 
ing is very mean, and not worthy the other parts of the ſtructure ; the 
xeaſon aſſigned for this is, that in conſulting the ſtrength and uſefulneſs 


© 300,0001, 
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of this work, the architect purpoſely neglected the beauty of it. Had 
the doors been proportioned, they would have been more ſubject to be 
forced, upon occaſion of thoſe tumultuous afſemblies of the people, which 


are not unfrequent in this country. The ſtadthouſe is guarded during 


the night by a body of the burghers, who are thus charged with the care 
of the great reſervoir of the wealth of the uniTED PRovINces. In the 
lower apartments of this building is the bank, in which are ſuppoſed to be 
depoſited immenſe treaſures: the keys of them are depoſited in the hands 
of the four regent burgomaſters. Some report that theſe treaſures amount to 
three hundred tuns of gold; and thoſe who have faith enough to think it 


true, have this to ſay, that the value of ſo much gold is not above thirty two 


millions ſterling; and the debt of the uniTED PROVIxcxs is yet larger, 
as I ſhall have occaſion to mention hereafter. The real ſum here depo- 
ſited, is perhaps not known to any one perſon living ; and even the com- 
putation in the groſs, except ſuch as I have already mentioned, is kept 
as an impenetrable ſecret; and no doubt there are many good reaſons 
why it ought to be ſos. 


The notion of credit ſupports a great part of the commercial in- 
tereſt of mankind; as it had its original foundation in reality, the bufi- 


neſs of the world is carried on by means of it, perhaps as well as if that 


reality ſtill exiſted. How long this faſhion will laſt, I will not preſume 
to foretell, probably as long as national faith. Banks are maintained up- 
on a certain principle of ſocial confidence ; perhaps not ſo much from 
any good opinion which men have of each other s juſtice, as from a mu- 
tual tye of intereſt, and to prevent that diſtreſs which might follow, ſhoald 
the knot be once untyed. | 


f In 1525 the anabaptiſts formed a conſpiracy, and 600 men, during the night, forced the town 
houſe. A burgher took the precaution to cut the ropes of the bells, by which means he prevented the 
alarm from ſpreading and the rebels from ſtrengthening their numbers; ſo that the next day they 
were taken in the town houſe, and put to death, In 1535 the fanatics raiſed another commotion, and 
ran naked into the fireets, men and women, intending by dreadful cries to intimidate the inhabitants, 
and ſeize on the town-houſe ; but this piece of extravagant folly ended only in the chaſtiſement of ſe- 


veral of the promoters of it. 


e They ſay king wiLILIAM III. was once queſtioned on that ſubject, by one who perhaps was not 


diſtinguiſhed for his underſtanding. This prince anſwered, ©* Can you keep a fecret ?” 
YOL. $L - Qq The 
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The bank of AMSTERDAM differs very much from that of Lonpox. 
In the firſt all the caſh is lodged without paying any intereſt; in the 
laſt, as great ſums are acknowledged to be lent to the government, 


which pays intereſt ; that intereſt is again paid to the proprictors of the 
ſtock, T 


As the bank of AMSTERDAM receives only the beſt and pureſt coin 
or bullion ; the bank-money, as properly denominated, bears a premi- 
um of ſour or five per cent. more than the current money. If a man is 
defirous to realize his eſtate, he ſells his bank money for current mo- 
ney, with greater facility than we ſell bank ſtock. Here they make 
payments after the manner of the bank of venice , viz. by transfer 
in the books of the bank from the credit of one to the credit of another : 
theſe transfers are made by the perſonal appearance of the transferer ; by 
his order for which there are printed forms ; or by virtue of his power 
of attorney. No coin or ſpecie whatſoever, when once delivered into 
the bank, is paid out again, unleſs in caſes of depoſites, where the identi- 
cal gold or filver is reclaimed by him who delivered it in, and for that 
purpoſe he has a permit, renewable every fix months, otherwiſe to be- 
come invalid; in the laſt caſe the cath or bullion ſo delivered, is blended 
with the common ſtock, and transferable only in the manner already men- 
tioned, The accounts which are kept by the bank are remarkably regu- 
lar and true, which is indeed the more eſſential as here are no bank-notes ; 
ſo that the merchant or other creditor, has only to confer occaſionally, in 
order to ſee that his accounts agree with thoſe of the bank books. Tho 
this bank pays no intereſt, yet it receives intereſt for the ſums lent to the 
EAST and WEST INDIA companies; ſo that theſe companies trade, in ſome 
meaſure, for account of the ſtate. The city is thus connected with the 
bank, as being ſo immediately under the direction of the chief burgo maſ- 
ters; ſo it is alſo bound for the LOMBARD, where monies are lent on the 
ſecurity of all kinds of merchandize at a low intereſt, _ 


b The bank of vexIce is the more antient of the two, and probably ſerved as a model to this of 


AMSTERDAM, i LEMBAERT, as denominated by the DUTCH. — 


The 
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The large ſums of money which have been lent to the puren go- 
vernment, are intirely independent of this bank ; the revenues of the 
reſpective provinces being engaged as a ſecurity for ſuch ſums, and for 
which they give bonds. Theſe debts have been made into a ſtock, which 
bearing a reaſonable intereſt, was at firſt above par ; but that ſtock being 
taxed, or more properly the intereſt reduced, and not always paid in a 
punctual manner, the principal is fallen under par. This being conſidered 
as a kind of violation of national faith, neceſſarily ſinks the credit of the 
ſtate. 3 


Though the public intereſt in GREAT BRITAIN is alſo reduced, it is 
not felt in this manner; on the contrary, the principal ſtock, which is a 
token of great property, is lately much encreaſed in value; whilſt the 
DUTCH are obliged to ſubmit, not only to the reduction of intereſt, but al- 
ſo to the diminution of the value of the principal. 


With regard to the government of AMSTERDAM, the ſubject has been 
exhauſted by other writers. I will only take notice that there are twelve 
burgomaſters who change by rotation, and of theſe, four are regents an- 
nually, one of the former year always remaining. Proper officers are 
appointed to attend theſe burgomaſters, who are in moſt reſpects of very 
great weight, as the chief directors in this popular government. As the 
ſenate has the legiſlative, the burgomaſters have, for the moſt part, the 
executive power; and their influence is neceſſarily the cauſe of their being 
held in the higheſt veneration. The original frame of this government, 
ſeems to have been founded in the inclinations of the common people, and 
their rulers elected by their ſuffrage ; but as liberty in low minds is na- 
turally apt to breed licentiouſneſs, and conſequently to deſtroy itſelf ; it was, 
in proceſs of time, found neceſſary to confine thoſe elections to particu- 
lar bodies; that is in fact for the magiſtrates to chuſe themſelves : this 
alſo has produced its evils, and occaſioned jealouſies and tumults, to 
which we may add, inſtability, and conſequently the inſecurity of the 
Nate. 


Q q 2 = Before 
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Before I take my leave of Aus TERDAM, I muſt obſerve to the honours 
of the DUTCH, that as they acknowledge themſelves to be a colony of 
metchants ; and that civil government is eſſential to trade; they do not 
think the civil offices contemptible; nor do perſons of high rank, from 


3ndolence, or a falſe delicacy, decline theſe offices, and leave them to the 


inferior inhabitants. It might be wiſhed that Lonpon, whoſe chief glory 
is her trade, paid the ſame regard to the offices of civil oeconomy : it is 
true, ſome of the moſt conſiderable citizens have lately taken the virtuous 
reſolution of ſerving the community in this eſſential point; and it may be 
8 that others will follow their — 


5 ti. _——— 


© H . P. XVII. 


Compariſon of the debt of the UNITED PROVINCES with that of GREAT 
BRITAIN. The ſituation of BRITISH ſubjetts in regard to their debt. 
The reduction of national intereſt. Moral refletions on the motives ta 
economy. 5 


"ROM the conſideration of the enormous debt of the uniTED PRO- 
VINCES, and the preſent condition of the DT cH, the tranſition is 
natural to that of my own country. The circumſtances of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN are incomparably better than thoſe of the uniTED PROVINCES ; the 
immoveable eſtate of the latter is not computed one fortieth part fo good 
as ours, though their debt, at the loweſt computation,, is ſaid to be half 
as great, and before the late war was near equal *. It is remarkable that, 
in order to fave their money, the puTCH plead poverty, and report their 
debt to be rather greater, than fome apprehend it really to be. However, 
J think it will appear to the inquiſitive world, that in regard to venality, 
and the want of public love, the people of the uUNiTED PROVINCES exceed 
thoſe of GREAT BRITAIN. Whether I am partial to my own country, 
and that the teſt of this opinion will depend on which nation talls firſt, 
we mult leave to futurity. 


The dangerous power exerciſed amongſt the pur ch, was demonſtrated 
by the conduct of their rulers in the late war, and again by the occaſional tu- 
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mults of the common people: it is ſtill a dangerous exerciſe of power, 
whether a mob or a magiſtrate governs without law? But in any caſe, that 
ſtate would hardly ſubmit to a ſpunge without a civil commotion : an at- 
tempt to wipe off their debt would probably involve them in a greater 
diſtreſs, than the heavy contributions of the opulent, which are neceſſary 
for the relief of it. 


At the cloſe of king wILLIAM's war the province of HOLLAND was 
engaged only for ſixty millions of guilders*. It was in this reign that 
GREAT BRITAIN began to contract debts. I know not if it is worth the 
pains to examine, how we came to be ſo deep in debt, unleſs that enquiry 
can diminiſh it: perhaps the rapid progreſs of this xECESSARY EvIL is 
owing to the ambition of the houſe of BouRBoN, which has been the oc- 
caſion of expenſive wars. We know that the ambition of that very houſe 
has involved FRANCE in the ſame difficulty, perhaps in no leſs a degree ; 
whilſt property in an arbitrary government cannot be: fo ſecure as it is in 
a free ſtate : conſequently the people of FRANCE are ſo far in a worſe con- 
dition, in reſpect to the debt of their government, than the BRITISH ſub- 
jets. But may we impute this accident with regard to ourſelves, to the fa- 
cility with which neceſſities or expences are created, when men know 
where there is a fund to ſupply them; or to a corruption of manners, and the 
profuſe luxuries, which are become faſhionable? Be this as it may, it muſt 
be obvious to every diſpaſſionate enquirer, that the encreaſe of property by 
trade, is a concomitant cauſe of the. encreaſe of the national debt in REAN 
BRITAIN. 


We find political writers differ very much in their ſentiments ; and, 
from the compariſon of the paſt and preſent times, draw very different 
concluſions : this muſt neceſſarily happen, whenever we compare things, 
which are not the proper object of comparifon. It is very plain, that, before 
the revolution, the BRITISH nation was not incumbered with a debt: it 

is now deeply immerged, and engaged to pay a very large ſum annually in 
intereft; and yet, I hope, no one will doubt, that GREAT BRITAIN is 
at leaſt as rich and powerful a nation now as it was then. The oeconomy 
of the ſtate and of the people muſt conſequently have taken a very diffe- 


» Goo, coe l. 
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rent turn. Our wars have been more expenſive, becauſe honeſty and 
national love have been leſs in faſhion ©. Perhaps, with more oecono- 
my, we might have faved a conſiderable quantity of coin and bullion, 
which have been ſent out of the nation : but all this time it ought to be re- 
membered, that ſuch coin and bullion is but a ſmall part of our riches, I 
know not what computation is made of the export of it on the account of 
war ; but I queſtion if the whole value of the coin and bullion now in the 


nation amounts to four per cent on our national ſtock. 


Wars, though they are the chaſtiſements of heaven, are alſo great in- 
centives to induſtry, and create a more diffuſive circulation of money, 
The fame induſtry and circulation, are, among others, great cauſes of the ac- 
cumulation of our national debt ; and this debt has alſo created a more ex- 
tenſive accumulation of property ©: theſe ſeem to have acted reciprocally 
on each other; whilſt the nation, as I juſt obſerved, has certainly acquired 
a great encreaſe in riches by the general balance of her trade. 


Hence it ariſes that ſo much money is brought to market to be diſpoſed 
of to the government upon very eaſy terms. Nothing can be plainer than 
this, that if we were to loſe upon the general balance of our commerce, 
money would riſe in value in proportion to ſuch loſs. But all things have 
their bounds : the very encreaſe of private property would render the con- 
dition of the nation the more calamitous, ſhould the legiſlature, which 


may be conſidered as the great merchant of the ſtate, enter into ſuch deep 


engagements as to become bankrupt : for if the government lives upon the 
principal, without fixing certain bounds, it will not lignify that the people 
live on the intereſt, ſince their mutual preſervation is inſeparably con- 


nected. 


© To what other cauſe can we impute our wars being more expenfive now than they were former- 
ly? The value of things is not increaſed beyond the proportion of the increaſe of riches. As we are 
now better able to pay a tax of fix millions, than formerly of three or four; if that which coſt only 
three or four, is now worth fix, there is no greater occaſion to make war more expenſive, in proportion 
to our revenues, now, than there was then: unieſs we come back to the ſame argument, that the 
formidable efforts of FRA NE have put us under a neceſſity of preparing greater fleets and armies 
than formerly. It would be very well if we could prove from thence, that the public is treated at preſent 
with as great reſpect as ever it was. 


* E. g. If the government buys of me 1008 l. what I ſhould not otherwiſe have fold for above 7 or 
$00, the national debt is increaſed, but ſo is my property alſo, 


From 
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From this general poſition it may be deduced, that although the pub- 
lie debt has been the cauſe of public taxes, yet it is owing alſo to the ſame 


cauſe, that thouſands have lived upon the intereſt of their money, when 


they muſt have otherwiſe encroached upon the principal; and, impoveriſh- 
ing themſelves, have done more injury to the ſtate, than it now ſuffers by 


the public debt; becauſe the ſtate has ſo enlarged a credit beyond any 


private perſon. 


According to the preſent circumſtances of things, a public debt is un- 
doubtedly a benefit; but ours is too large: the great point is to obſerve 
the due meaſure and degree of it. Thirty or forty millions may be always 
convenient; and, if the ſtate ſhould require ſo much in time of war, 
even fifty or ſixty millions may be ſupportable without danger to the con- 
ſtitution, There is a certain proportion of taxes, beyond which the in- 
habitants will not, or cannot pay, without danger to their liberty, If 
our debt ſhould ever excced a ſum, for which the government cannot pay 
a PROPER intereſt, without exacting heavier taxes, than ſuch as we are 
ſuppoſing to be conſiſtent ; though liberty may not be endangered to the 


preſent generation, yet we muſt entail ſuch an incumbrance on poſterity, 


as will hardly conſiſt with their freedom. 


The BRITISH nation is now ſaid to owe eighty millions: in caſe of a 


war this may be enlarged to an hundred, or an hundred and twenty mil- 
lions; the intereſt of which, though at three and half per cent. is four 


millions two hundred thouſand pounds. So vaſt a principal ſum would 


neceſſarily alarm the creditors on every occaſion of the leaſt danger. In 
proportion as that alarm encreaſed, public love among the people would 


be changed into a timorous ſelf- love, and a LooKING oUT each for him- 
ſelf; and the ſtate might thus be reduced to bankruptcy. 


The preſent reduction of intereſt to a ſtandard of three and half per 


cent. ſeems to have all the marks of a judicious and equitable policy; but 


if we were to go much lower, the queſtion is, if the ſtate would not ſuf- 
fer more by the diſtreſs of individuals, than benefit by a ſaving in this 


manner ? Suppoſing a further reduction ſhould no ways injure the national 
credit, 
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credit, yet it would fall too hard upon thoſe ho have no other poſſible de- 

pendance than that of national intereſt; conſequently expedients of a more 
general nature ſeem eligible. Annuities on lives, for inſtance, have been 
recommended ; theſe appear better for the ſtate than the people; and yet 
numbers would accept of annuities . If the nation has patience to wait 
for twenty years, we may perhaps fee thirty or forty millions of this 
debt paid off, in the method already eſtabliſhed ; perhaps we ſhall be able 
to ſupport ourſelves with honour and ſafety in ſo long a peace, or the 
accumulated ſtrength of our neighbours may not, at the expiration of 
that time, render it neceſſary to ſwell the debt as great as it was before, 
and entail this incumbrance on poſterity. 


Of the two evils however, the more ſpeedy diminution of the debt appears 
the moſt eligible, ſuppoſing that it would tend moſt to the ſecurity of this 
vaſt property. It is not a ſufficient conſolation to thoſe who extend their views 
beyond the preſent hour, nor yet conſiſtent with the dignity of the nation 
to ſay, © that ſo long as the government exiſts, the public ſecurity of the 
« funds will be ſupported.” As a commercial nation, we ought to calculate 
better, than to run a riſk greatly exceeding all the advantages we can 
poſſibly propoſe. This is putting the thing upon a dangerous and fal- 
lacious iflue ; for it ſeems much leſs difficult to imagine a continuance 
of the independency of the nation, through the viciſſitudes to which it 
is ſubject; than of the ſupport of the public credit, through the neceſſities 
to which the government may be reduced; eſpecially if we ſhould be 


ſoon involved in another formidable war, that may ſhake the foundations 
of this conſtitution. 


Though GREAT BRITAIN has juſt grounds to complain of her vices 
and immoralities, there ſeems to be religion and virtue enough left in the 
uland; to create a ſubmiſſion to the diſpenſations of providence, even in 
a caſe fo ſhocking, as that of plunging eighteen or twenty thouſand people, 


It may be doubted which of the two is the greater evil, to ſuffer the diminution of intereft during 
life, or the loſs of the principal after death. Where there are no families in the caſe, the latter ſeems 
the moſt eligible, otherwiſe it would certainly be a leſs evil to ſuffer a reduction of our revenues without 
affecting the principal, than for a man's children to be plunged into poverty, 


with 
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with ten times as many more who are their dependents, and the mean- 
eſt of them above the labouring part of the people, at one ſtroke into 
the loweſt poverty. The evil would be extended to very remote conſe- 
quences, whilſt the national ſtock would not be in the leaſt increaſed ; 
unleſs we ſuppoſe foreigners who have their money in our hands, muſt 
alſo ſubmit to ſee us turn bankrupts, and at the ſame time hold ſuch 
a rich landed eſtate as ours, unengaged for any future payment. What 
politicians are theſe who ſuppoſe this nation fo corrupt as to run ſuch a riſk 


without any general benefit ? The property of the merchants is in a great 


meaſure connected with the public credit: if that credit ſhould fail, what 
an immenſe circulation would ceaſe ! what a wound would our commerce 
receive, in conſequence of the loſs of that imaginary wealth which is now 
as good as real ne ES 


It is true, we have an example in FRANCE of no antient date, of a 
large national debt being paid with a ſpunge : but FRANCE was, and till 


is, under arbitrary power; the HoNoUR oF INDIVIDUALS is conſequently 


at a much lower ebb than among us; and what could we expect for ſo 


national a crime as this, but the tenfold curſe of deſpotic rule ? 


No man of common modeſty, or common ſenſe, will pretend to ſay 
that a nation, computed upon a fair calculation to be worth from 600 to 
800 millions, cannot pay off half a debt of 80 millions. The poſlibility is 
apparent ; the great point is, to levy ſuch an equal tax as ſhall not diſtreſs 


the poor, nor leave the rich any JusT cauſe of complaint. Whatever is 


done, ought to be calculated for the main end in view, which is the pre- 
| ſervation of liberty, in the manner moſt practicable and agreeable to the 
genius of the people. The debt was contracted to ſupply the exigencies 
of the ſtate, and to protect the whole body of the nation; the whole 
body of the nation then are obliged to repay it; and if the ſtate requires 
it, not by taxes on the common people, but according to the propor- 
tions of the actual poſſeſſions of every individual &, in ſuch a manner as 


k Even one per cent. per annum on real property, excluſive of other taxes, would, in fix or eight 
years, produce a vaſt treaſure. 
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ſhould not appear in the leaſt degree deſtructive of liberty. Thoſe who 
urge that great part of this ſum has been devoured in bribes, unjuſt ac- 
counts, and a whole liſt of crying enormities under paſt adminiſtrations, 
fay very little to the purpoſe ; for if this is NoT true, the argument a- 


mounts to nothing more than a calumnious report ; and if it rs true, though 


we muſt own they are injuries committed againſt the whole commu- 
nity, yet they are injuries of ſuch a nature, that the whole community are 
anſwerable for them to. themſelves, and muſt for their own ſakes make 
good the conſequences of them. 


Men who think ſoberly on this fubject, will hardly conceive that a 
BRITISH government has ever entertained fo impious a thought, as to 
mean to annul this debt; or that any party ſecretly wiſh for it; conſe- 
quently all PoL IT IcAL PREDICTIONS on this principle ought to be 
treated as diſhonourable reveries, and melancholy deluſions. We ought 
rather to ſuppoſe, that the landed as well as monied intereſt of the 
nation, mean to pay off this debt in ſuch a neceſſary proportion, as will 


ſtrengthen our credit, already fo juſtly ſuperior to that of any other nation. 


That GREAT BRITAIN is immenſely rich, is indubitable. A land tax 


ol one ſhilling produces half a million to the crown; and if the aſſeſſment 


was juſt and equal, and the charge of collecting reduced, it would then 
amount to a whole million: it follows, that the annual revenues of the 
proprietors of land only, are 20 millions ; conſequently at the moderate 
computation of 20 years purchaſe, the value is 400 millions; may not 
the annual induſtry of this nation be deemed equal to the produce of a- 


bove half as much more; not ta mention the plate, jewels, money, mines 


and houſes '? 


On the other hand, if the proprietors in good earneſt felt the evil at 
their doors, and that they are the real debtors, and ſubject to be arreſted 
by each other: if they were in danger of ſequeſtration by civil war, or 
in conſequence of foreign invaſion, how greatly would this valuation fink ! 


Some proſeſced calculators make the revenues for the ſipport of the people aud the government 
forty turee millions, Which correſponds with the ſuppoſition 1 kave made above. 


I am 
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I am not verſed in political arithmetic, but I will ſuppoſe the value in 
queſtion to be only 600 millions in the whole ; would not a gradual di- 
minution, or rather change of property of five or fix in the hundred of 
this national ſtock, in the ſpace of eight or ten years, and I hope there is 
no danger of being involved in a war ſooner, be a leſs evil than to con- 
tinue ſo deeply in debt as we now are ? Would not this method enrich the 
proprietors of the ninety- -four parts? Ey this means all taxes on every 
branch of trade, and on every article of conſumption, would be dimi- 
niſhed in ſo great a degree, that theſe ninety four parts would be then 


more valuable than the hundred are now ®. If this can be demonſtra- 


ted, we ſeem to be in the circumſtances of that miſer who offered a ſhil- 
ling to be bled; but the ſurgeon demanding half a crown, before the con- 
teſt was decided, the man died. This may be our caſe, for we are ſub- 
ject to a political as well as a natural death. 


Something of this ſort would certainly be brought into execution, 


if every proprietor would ſay to his own heart, I am flattering myſelf 


<« into a belief that I owe nothing, when I really owe a tenth part of 
< my eſtate; which if I do not offer to pay off in part, though the go- 
« yernment ſhould not compel me to it, the danger my children are ex- 
cc poſed to of loſing the whole, is greater than the inconvenience of pay- 
ce ing my ſhare at this time. Can I anſwer it to my conſcience to leave 
ce the poor to pay MY DEBT from their daily labour? Is it poſſible they 
< CAN pay it whilſt the taxes do little more than anſwer the intereſt of 
ce this ow, and the current annual expence of the government in time of 
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The reader may laugh at the expreſſion MY DEBT, till he conſiders 


that the term My COUNTRY in this land of liberty is adopted as proper; 
the firſt indeed means a deprivation of a good, as the laſt implies the 
poſſeſſion of one. The debt of the public is certainly the debt of a num- 


ber of individuals; but becauſe every one conſiders the ſum in the groſs, 


and thinks but with repugnance on his proportion of it, the mind being 


m The vaſt expence this government is at in collecting taxes would revert into the national treaſu- 
ries, as well as the labour of collectors, who muſt find a different employment. 
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loſt on the one {ide i in the greatneſs of the idea, and diſtreſſed on the o- 
ther by the painfulneſs of it, turns to ſome other object. 


Are we not bound, in proportion to the degree of power and fortune 
we poſſeſs, to act as if this debt was our own, in the common ſenſe of 


the word ? If every member of the body politic thus conſidered himſelf, 


he could not with common honeſty avoid being anxious to clear himſelf 
of his ſhare, in a neceſſary proportion, as already obſerved ; and to exert 
his utmoſt abilities that others ſhould perform their duty in like manner, 


and make ſelf-love and ſocial the fame common principle. 


Though the riches of ſome, or the poverty of others, may make them 


_ repugnant to the receipt of any part of their principal money; and though 


it may be imagined that national funds which pay intereſt are national be · 
nefits ; yet it ſeems to be a glaring abſurdity, that we had better remain 
£0 DEEP in debt, than diſcharge Any PART of it; unleſs we had at the 
fame time a ſinking fund annually accumulating, and devoted to the ſup- 


port of a war, or any important call of the nation. Such a fund can hard- 
ly be ſuppoſed, for then the government would pay a. large intereſt for a 


ſum laying dead, out of pure love to ſuch people who might be ignorant 
how to employ their money in any other way. It is, I preſume, moſt natu- 
ral to imagine, that the leſs we owe, the higher intereſt the public can 
afford to give upon an emergency : for that emergency we ought to be 
ready; we know it will come: if we judge from the experience of paſt 
ages, it is, humanly ſpeaking, as certain as death, though we know not 
the time of either. Money is plenty now, but experience does not war- 
rant its being ſo in time of war ; on the contrary, an unprofitable peace 


is ſometimes fubmitted to, merely for want of money, though we are at 


the ſame time ſo rich a nation ; which proves how the want of public 
love may ſubvert a monarchy. The higher intereſt the nation gives, the 


greater ſums it can raiſe *, and conſequently whilſt money, as well as 


The contrary is maintained by ſome, but that can be only in time of peace and fafety, and at 
bei proves only that the people know not how to employ all their money. 
h good 
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good ſoldiers, is confeſſedly the finews of war, the fairer we bid for a ſe - 
cure and laſting peace. 


Perhaps it may be alſo found, that this debt, as is generally experi- | 


enced among private men, wounds the ceconomy of the ſtate; if it 
does not prevent ſuch a number of ſhips of war bein g conſtantly em-- 
ployed, as might tend to the better ſupport of our naval ſtrength, 


What but the conſideration of this debt could have fo long induced a 
nation famed through the world for humanity, to raiſe a tax on the mi- 
ſerable poor, for the liberty of deſtroying themſelves with liquid fire,. 


whilſt it became a provocation to them to deſtroy others alſo; and endan- 


ger the very foundations of ſocicty ? 


From hence it muſt appear of how great importance it is to diminiſh. a 
national debt, when we ſee fo- ſtriking an inſtance of the neceſſities of 


a government ariſing from-that debt. No one will pretend to ſay that a 


miniſter, who is a man of ſenſe and humanity, could be either ignorant 


or. careleſs in this reſpect. Is it however poſſible that a miniſtry ſhould ſee 
the people indifferent with relation to the public, and without any ſcruple 
enriching themſelves beyond due meaſure out of the public money, with- 


out being alarmed? A miniſtry leſs moderate and diſintereſted than the 


preſent, might be almoſt tempted to conſider the government and the 


people in a diſtin& view: for what is more according to the corruption 


of the human heart than this, that when a people do not obſerve their du- 
ty with regard to the government, the government ſhould have the leſs 


tenderneſs for the people? Is not this conſideration ſufficient to rouze a. 


nation to a ſenſe of virtue? 


There are without doubt many political points of univerfal concern- 
ment to a nation, and yet not eaſy to be underſtood. It is the buſineſs 
only of a few to know all the ſecret ſprings which move a government ; 
hence we may juſtly entertain a jealouſy of our private apprehenſions. 
Some points however will be canvaſſed, whether they are underſtood or 
not: every body can talk, though ſome may not clearly underſtand their 


own meaning. 
We 
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We onght to thank heaven for what is already done towards our relief. 
By the particular countenance ſhown by the miniſtry, and the generous 
efforts of the PATRIOT CITIZEN, the intereſt of the national debt is re- 
duced. There were ſome ſtruggles in obtaining this neceſſary, great, and 
valuable point. That patriot citizen will not, J fear, live to ſee his ſcheme 
carried into execution in all its parts. The reduction of intereſt ſeems to 


be in effect a ſumptuary law, which ought to extend to all ranks and 
orders. 


I preſume that men even in the greateſt offices, profeſs to be no more 
than ſervants of the people ; the foundation of a free government ſuppoſes 
the firſt regard due to them : conſequently if the neceſſities of the people, 
for the ſupport of the ſtate, require their living lower in TER rank; 
thoſe whom they enable to live in ſplendor, according to the nature of 
their reſpective offices in the ſtate, ought in all reaſon to contribute in 
PROPORTION ; for this plain reaſon, that inſtead of weakening their own 
dignity, and by this means hurting the community, they will probably, 
do it the greateſt ſervice, and anſwer the wiſe ends for which the people 
have agreed to ſupport them 1n that ſplendor. 


A liberal allowance is perhaps at all times neceſſary to the n 
offices in a great ſtate; and if ſome prodigality is countenanced when 
that ſtate is in a flouriſhing condition, what mighty injury can it re- 
ceive? But can a ſtate be ſaid to flouriſh in the ſenſe of the preſent ar- 
gument, when it is involved in a heavy debt? To make no diſtinction 
ſeems to argue as groſs an impropriety as the conduct of that private man 
who, when his eſtate is without incumbrance, lives up to the height of 
it, and when it becomes deeply mortgaged, ſtill makes the ſame ex- 
pence. He may perhaps have the addreſs to ſupport himſelf for a 
conſiderable time; but if winds blow down his barns, or mortality rage 
among his cattle, what will become of his eſtate? Nations are ſubject to 
calamities as well as private men; and the exerciſe of human wiſdom 
is as neceffary 1 in public as private affairs. 


Upon 
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Upon the occaſion of the late reduction of national intereſt, neighbour- 


ing nations » began to gaze with wonder as if the golden age was reſto- 
red to this ifland, and that this reduction of national intereſt would be 
followed by that of national penſions, and of the great falaries annexed 
to ſome offices, ſo as to bear a proportion to the sAviN ds upon the ar- 
ticle of intereſt, and thus enable the government to make great advances 
in the payment of the national debt. In this THEIR opinion has outrun: 
ob virtue; but much may be expected from the equal ſpirit that pre- 
vails in the legiſlature. It is true, ſpeculative and active virtue differ ex- 
tremely. There are always more philoſophers in theory than in practice; 
yet it ought to be preſumed that thoſe who think juſtly, will endeavour 
to act conſiſtently. 


Every man of great rank and office in this nation muſt either be- 
lieve that our debt is really an object of no danger, and that we are con- 
juring up a ſpirit for the pleaſure of being frightened; or he muſt be of a 
contrary opinion; if the laſt, ſuppoſing he wiſhes the happineſs of his coun- 
try, which ought to be preſumed, will he not in his ferious hours reaſon. 
thus with his own heart? © I ſee my country involved in a heavy debt 
« which injures her foreign influence and her domeſtic ſecurity. It is true 


our affairs are mending ; the intereſt of money is lowered, but can 


this produce ſo ſpeedy a reduction of the national debt as our welfare 
« requires? Is it in my power to do any real ſervice to my country? Is it 
e not my duty to contribute to her wants? The circumſtances of the times 


« are ſuch, that I am not called upon for any reduction of the ſalary which 


e receive of the public, and perhaps my example will not make any 
« impreſſion ; but if the thing is right and proper to me, it is fo to all 


« perſons under the fame circumſtances as I am; nor will it be leſs right, 


though it ſhould be deemed an affectation of popularity, an enthuſiaſm 
« in polities, or a rank hypocriſy. Some body muſt begin: it may not 
<« be convenient for the miniſter : I confeſs it appears to me juſt and con- 
« ſiſtent ; and my conſcience dictates it to me; I can Jive with moſt Ho- 
o The FRENCH miniſters, I am told, declared without reſerve, that they thought the thing im- 

practicable. 
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« NOUR on a ſmaller income; for inſtead of pampering my dependents in 
ce a luxurious ſuperfluity, I May become an inſtrument of providence to 
« fave eight or nine millions of people, whe are all dear to me, from the 
e miſeries of civil war, or the deſpotic tyranny of ſome bold invader : but 
te jt is CERTAIN I ſhall perform an act of juſtice to my country. I 
« ſhall do a charity which I hope will be acceptable in the ſight of 6op. 
« ] ſhall expreſs my gratitude to the public, as that common benefaQor 
*« by which my anceſtors have been ſupported through ſo many ages; and 
« by which I have myſelf enjoyed all the comforts and delights of the 
ce happieſt government in the world, under one of the beſt of kings. Per- 
* haps in the chain of effects, and the courſe of a wiſe and good provi- 
« dence, this ſingle action might alſo be a means of preſerving the welfare 
ce of a great part of EUROPE ; for if the antient virtue of this iſland is re- 
« ſtored to it; the native valour of my countrymen may eſtabliſh them as 
ce the ables of EUROPEAN liberty, or at leaſt ſecure our own on the moſt 
permanent baſis.” 


Were ſuch viſionary ſpeculations woos ght into action, which is at leaſt 
poſſible; would a miniſter deny his acquieſcence to SUCH A CONDUCT, 
and think such A MAN a lunatic; or rejoice to ſee an inſtance of difinter- 
eſted and generous regard to the community? Would he be ſorry to 
find himſelf in a fair way of being relieved from thoſe perplexities in which 
miniſters in GREAT BRITAIN have been generally involved? Would he 
lament to fee a large faving to the nation, inſtead of that anxiety which 5 
attends a want of money for the purpoſes of government ? 


If such 4 CONDUCT were the iſſue of a ſolid judgment and well- 
regulated affections; and if the neceſſities of the nation do require such a 
conduct; it may be aſked why is not this, or ſomething equal to it, 
brought into execution by the miniſter, who has the power? Is not this 
begging the queſtion? Would a miniſter in GREAT BRITAIN have any 
POWER AT ALL, was he to attempt making the people virtuous in deſpite 
of themſelves ? It is impoſſible that he can be ignorant of the inclination | 
of the people; and if they have not virtue enough to fave the nation, that 


is, 
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is, themſelves, whenever the matter is brought to this iſſue, what power 
on earth can fave them ? 


By operating with their bad affections, a miniſter might bring the 
people to a ſpeedier ruin ; or by a judicious oppoſition of them, ward off 
the blow for a time; but can he ſupport the people againſt their wills? 
Let us conſider the thing in another light : if thoſe who enjoy places and 
penſions, and may, in ſome meaſure, have the power of acting in this 
reſpect as they pleaſe, have too much wit, or too little virtue, to renounce 
any part of the profits ariſing from ſuch places and penſions, from a 


conſideration that the late is in NEED ; it will not follow that the landed 


and commercial intereſt, which is incomparably the moſt wealthy, may 


not contribute as largely as the ſtate requires. Such an uxBIASSED pis- 


INTERESTEDNESS would never be their ruin. The more virtue there 
is in the nation, the longer it will ſtand : therefore if the place or pen- 
ſion- man does not ſhew the nobility, or the country gentlemen an example 
of patriotiſm; if theſe begin, the effect will be near the ſame. 


In ſhort, if the rulin g paſſion of perſons in any ſtate, is the preſervation 


of their country, they will rather conſider the Exp, than the Means. 
They will ſubſcribe to any method not in itſelf inconſiſtent, rather than 


ſpend their time in a fruitleſs debate. I ſuppoſe we are ſtill a free and 


a wiſe nation ; whatever method then the legiſlature may appoint, the 


virtuous will unite in warding off every calamity to which the nation is 


expoſed. 


A reſolution of the legiſlature to pay off a large proportion of the debt 
by taxes, unprecedented in theſe latter times, would appear to many as an 


invaſion of liberty, and a greater evil than to ſuffer the debt to be paid in 


more moderate proportions. On the other hand, ſome apprehend it to 
be more inconſiſtent with liberty, that we ſhould owe ſo heavy a national 
debt; and think it ought to be reduced by extraordinary taxes. If men 
of fortune are of this laſt opinion, and have virtue enough to act up to 
their principles, we ſhall ſoon owe a leſs exorbitant ſum. If they are 
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dot of that opinion, or have not virtue to act up to their principles, 88 


what countenance can they complain ? 


"DB RR A K ML 


A defeription of  HAERLEM. Reflexions on retirement in advanced 
age. Of LEYDEN and the nacue, A brief account of the houſe of 
ORANGE. 


N the 16th of October I took my leave of aMsTERDAM, where it 

was my fortune. to be at a ſeaſon that was rude and diſagreeable. Were 
the people in that city ſo diſpoſed to kill themſelves in an ill humour as 
they are in another great trading metropolis, I ſhould think it at leaſt as 
proper 2 place for this purpoſe, eſpecially in the preſent month. When 
the froſt comes on, they are more braced and active, and at all times too 
buſy to fall into this atrocious practice. I embarked at the HARLEM 
gate, taking the * roof of the treckſcoot: theſe ſtage-boats are extremely 


commodious, as they ſet out at ſtated hours, and perform their paſſage at 


2 certain time almoſt to a minute; but the common part of the boat is 


often rendered inſupportable, from the cuſtom of ſmoaking tobacco, ſo 
highly offenſive to ſome perſons. 


The HAERLEM canal is bounded by meadow-lands, well covered with 
horned cattle ; but there are not many houſes near the banks. In two hours 
and a half we reached HAERLEM. Thisis a town of very great note, and 
not leſs, diſtinguiſhed for its cleanneſs. It is remarkable for bleaching, alſo 
for the manufactory of linnen, and ſeveral other material articles. Here was 
a conſiderable garriſon of ſoldiers : the fortification, in ſome parts, is only 
a lofty brick wall. This place is ſaid to have flouriſhed fo early as the 


year 1155. In 1292 a revolution happened, in which great part of it was 


burnt : a circumſtance of the like nature happened by accident in 1347. 
In 1573 it was taken by the s8PAnNIARDs, who treated the inhabitants 


* 


The cabin. 
with 
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with great cruelty ; ; 1700 men, the remains of the garriſon, were eĩ⸗ 
ther hanged, or put to the ſword, for defending themſelves eight months. 
Here are twelve churches, of which four only are of the eſtabliſhed 
religion. HAERLEM lays claim to the invention of printing, which 
they attribute to LAWRENCE COSTER, Who was born here about the be- 
ginning of the 15th century, A little to the ſouth of this city is the narR- 
LEM-MEER, Which is a large lake, but as it abounds in ſhallows, and is 
too much expoſed to the wind, the canal is much preferable for the com- 
merce with AMSTERDAM, 


Alter a ſhort ſtay I embarked for LEYDEN: the land behind HAERLEM 

is hilly and ſandy, and the banks of the LEYDpEN canal are higher than 
thoſe of HAERLEM., Here they cover their cows with body-cloths, aſ- 
figning this as a reaſon, that by keeping their backs warm, they give milk 
the more aburidantly. There are ſeveral country houſes and plantations 
of trees, and agreeable walks. About three miles from mArRLEM is 
HARTCAMP, the country-ſeat of old Mr. cLirrorD; this gentleman is 
poſſeſſed of a conſiderable fortune, and having a taſte for gardening, he 
paſſes his time moſtly in the country. 


The l of riches being, for the moſt part, the ſupreme object 
of a DUTCHMAN's attention; ſeldom any of them leave the world till the 
world leaves them, however indulgent providence may have been to them, 
with regard to the means of a comfortable and honourable retirement. It 
is no uncommon thing in all countries to graſp at the objects of avarice 
and ambition, even under the circumſtances of age and ſickneſs; and 
though ſuch men ſee themſelves, if they ſee at all, ſuſpended by a haic 
between the viſible and inviſible world, yet will they continue to be led by 
the delufions of the mind. It is true, there is nothing in which we are of- 
tener miſtaken, than in our apprehenſions of the pleaſures of retirement, 
after a life devoted to buſineſs. Men of contemplative minds are apt to 
think of this too early, and perſons of a contrary turn never imagine it is 
late enough. Active virtue is certainly preferable to that which is paſſive 
only; yet it ſeems unpardonable in old men of eaſy fortunes, who, having 
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made the experiment, find that they can bring themſelves to a reliſh of 
a contemplative life, that they po Nor devote the greateſt part of their lat- 
ter days to it, Every profeſſion, I believe, has reaſon enough to rejoice 
in an opportunity of making up for the deficiencies of the earlier part of 
life; but ſome callings, in a more peculiar manner, keep the mind in a 
_ continual hurry, or, which is much the ſame, in a cloſer attention to the 
concerns of this world than is conſiſtent with the duties of religion. Old 
men ought to be ready to aſſiſt with their counſel : but is it not ſome- 
times an injury to the ſociety for them to refuſe giving up the more active 
fcenes of life? Thoſe who are beſt qualified, by their years and flrength, 
for a greater fertility and. energy of thought, ſhould certainly have the 
office which 60D and nature ſeems to have appointed for them. Mr. cLIr- 
FORD, in this reſpect, has judged like a man of ſenſe and virtue. 
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It may be obſerved however, that, in commercial nations, men of the 
moſt advanced age, and greateſt fortunes, ſeem to think it as conſiſtent to 
die with a pen, as with a prayer-book, in their hands. The opulency of 
nations, in ſome meaſure, ariſes from this ſpirit ; but it cannot be right 
policy to give more of ourſelves to this world than belongs to it. Beſides, 
moſt of the good purpoſes of life relating to national welfare, may be 
anſwered by initiating our ſons or lations into an early taſte of commerce, 
and committing it to their conduct before we die, under circumftances that 
may render it pleaſant, as well as profitable ; rather than to leave them 
immenſe fortunes, perhaps to be ſquandered after our death, merely for 
want of this precaution. 


The diftance to LEYDEN is fifteen ENGLISH miles: we were four 
hours exactly on the way. On the bank of the canal, near this place, is 
the ſeat of the famous Dr. BoRERHAVRN, now in the hands of a perſon of 
that name, who alſo profeſſes phyſic. This place is well known for its 
univerſity, and great antiquity. It is alſo remarkable for a conſiderable 
manufactory of woollen cloth, which however, for ſome years paſt, 
has very much decreaſed, partly owing to the decay of the PERSIAN 
trade carried on by the ARMENIANs, which equally affects the filk 


manu- 
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manufactories of AMSTERDAM. There is a conſiderable number of ſtu- 

dents from all parts of EuxopR, and the univerſity is of great reputation. 
They have generally a very large garriſon: the city in itſelf is neat and 

agreeable ; but, as moſt other places in the UNITED- PROVINCES have too 

much water, this has not enough ; nor has it ſuch a communication with 

the ſea as affords a proper motion by tides to keep the water ſweet. The 
gardens about it are extremely fruitful, and land bears a prodigious price. 


In 1574 the SPANIARDS beſieged this town, upon which occaſion the 
inhabitants, to the number of about twenty thouſand, behaved with ſuch 
intrepid - valour during a ſiege of five months, that the very women per- 
formed the military duty. About fix thouſand died of the plague and fa- 
mine; and being at length reduced to the laſt extremity, they were ſum- 
moned by the spAxISRH general FRANCIS BALDEZ to ſurrender; they 
anſwered. bravely, that ſo long as they had a LEFT arm, they ſhould not 
want proviſion ; and that they would employ their xi H to defend their 
liberty. They ſay that ApRIAN DE WERT, a burgomaſter, being impor- 
tuned by ſome of the inhabitants to ſurrender the city, replied, © Since 
« I muſt die, my friends, it does not fignify whether it be by you, or 
ce the enemy; cut my body into pieces, and divide it amongſt you; I 
<< ſhall expire contented, if I can be a means of preſerving. you, though it 
« were for one hour only.” Providence at length interpoſed in a fignal 
manner for their deliverance; count LEWIS of NAssAu, brother to the 
prince of ORANGE, came to their ſuccour, and obliged the SPANIARDS. 
to retire. | 


From LEYDEN I went to the HAG Ur, where we arrived in three hours. 
A place fo renowned for political negotiations would, on.that account, be: 
celebrated in the journals of travellers, even though it was not in itſelf e- 
qual, in ſome reſpects, to the proudeſt cities in EUROPE : it has no inclo- 
ſure, and is called a village; the ſtreets are broad, and ſeveral of them are. 


>* Tt appears that the pu TCH were jealous of the excLiIsn 1 trade through RussrA to PERSIA, and 
that Mr. DoS DiEu applied in 1745 for the ſame privilege as the IT ISH ſubjects then enjoyed, in- 
order to obtain an ample ſupply of ſilk. At preſent the great decline of this branch of trade is owing, 
to the troubles in PERSIA, 
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without canals : their houſes for the moſt part are extremely well built, The 
number of coaches belonging to noblemen and gentlemen, and the gay 
appearance of dreſs, give one an idea of life very different from that of the 
trading cities. People here are more polite and eaſy in their carriage than 
in other parts of HOLLAND; this is a natural conſequence of ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable perſons in EURoPt meeting there continually for poli- 
tical affairs, in the ſervice of almoſt every EURO AN prince: beſides as 
the STATES GENERAL aſſemble here, this draws the greateſt part of the 
people of the firſt diſtinction in the UNITED PROvINCEs. The HAGUE 


may alſo be conſidered either as a great city, or a rural ſcene: for the 


ENVIRONS which immediately incloſe it are extremely delightful ; whilſt 
they have plays, and other amuſements, as cuſtomary in great cities, 


The air of this place is faid to be very wholeſome. Sir wiLL1aM 


TEMPLE attributes longer life to the inhabitants of this village, than to thoſe 


of any other place in the uniTED PROVINCES; yet are the people more 
careleſs in cleaning their canals, than is conſiſtent with the preſervation of 


health. It is really amazing how men decline into neglects injurious 


to the ſociety, which might be prevented with the leaſt thought and in- 
duſtry. Near this place is the palace known by the name of the houſe 
in the wood, which belongs to the prince of oRAN GE; as alſo RYSWICK, 
famous for the peace of 1897. | 


One of the fineſt houſes in the HAU belongs to count WILLIAM 
BENTINCK, and was now occupied by the prince of oRANGE. As this 


_ nobleman had been ſo extremely obliging in HANOVER, as to invite me to 


his houſe at the HAG UE, I went to pay my reſpects to him at s0RG- 
VLIET, where he generally reſides in the ſummer ſeaſon : but he was 
gone to meet his BRITANNIC majeſty in his return from HANOVER. This 
ſeat is near two ENGLISH miles diſtance, and much frequented by per- 
ſons of taſte. The houſe is of little note; but the gardens, though in ma- 
ny parts yet uncultivated, are delightful. They abound in lofty trees, and 
different kinds of hanging walks, which diverſify the ſcene, and render 
them very pleaſant, particularly in a country where moſt of their country- 
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ſeats are upon a dead flat: on the road to it n is a wa garden, in 
imitation of vAux-HALL. 


At the nAc ux are only two churches of any conſequence. Though 
ſeveral of the ſtreets abound in ſhops, their trade is moſtly confined to 
their own conſumptions; hence this place is preferred for the quar- 
tering of the ſoldiery, of whom here was a regiment of grey cavalry of 
HESSIANS, Who made a gallant appearance, alſo a regiment of puren 
dragoons, and two regiments of infantry. The pay of a common ſoldier 
in the DUTCH ſervice is four ſtivers, cloaths deducted ; but proviſions are 
dear. I obferved their clothing, which is blue, is of much better cloth 
than that in which his prUssIAN majeſty's ſoldiers are clad ; the ſer- 
jeants of the guards have filver-laced regimentals. The puTc are diſ- 


tinguiſhed from the HESssAxs and swiss by white breeches. They are 


extremely neat, their hair being dreſſed in the manner of the prus- 


SIAN ſoldiers, but their cloaths are not quite ſo ſhort : they are incumbered 


with heavier ſwords and larger hats, whilft their muſkets are lighter. They 


perform their exerciſe with exactneſs, and are examined every fourth 


day that their arms be kept in order. In 1666 the puren had 60,000 
men in pay, and four years after at the general peace, upon the reduction 
of the army they continued 26,200 men, which coſting annually fix 


- millions of guilders, this we may reckon twenty-three Je each man, 


officers included. 


As this place might be conſidered more immediately the court of the- 


prince of oRAN GE, I hardly expected to hear any thing ſaid of him diſre- 
ſpectfully. It is well known however with what reluctance a conſiderable 
party in the UNiTED PROVINCES ſubmitted to this prince's acceſſion to 
the dignity enjoyed by his fore: fathers; though. he had fo juſt a title, not 
only on account of THEIR merit, but mis own alſo; and not leſs from 
the nature of the conſtitution of that country, and the experience of paſt- 
ages, than from the particular danger of the time, in which. this event 
was brought about. 


The 
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W1LLIAM, firnamed the GREAT, was the FIRST STADT-HOLDER, 


and may be properly called the founder of the republic. He ſpent his 


life in the Rudy of war and politics, in which he was a great pro- 
ficient, and not leſs diſtinguiſhed for his private virtues. He was at 
length aſſaſſinated, in conſequence of the reſentments of the spANIARDs, 
and ſealed the generous aRions of his life with his blood. His fon Mavu- 


RICE, the ſecond ſtadt-holder, adhering to the virtuous principles of 


his father, ſupported the independency of the republic. HENRY rRe- 
DERIC, the next brother, ſucceeding to the ſtadt-holderſhip, diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf as a warrior and a patriot. The fourth ſtadt-holder was w1r- 


LIAM II. who married the eldeſt daughter of our king chARLES I. This 
prince dying at the age of twenty-four, left a poſthumous ſon, who was 
our WILLIAM III. In his infancy the dignity of ſtadt-holderſhip was 
annulled ; but the terror of FRENCH armies obliged the sTATEs to re- 
cur to that expedient to which they owed their very being, as a re- 
public. King wILLIAM fought their battles, and ſaved them. After 
his deceaſe, though the dignity of ſtadt holder was not aboliſhed, it was 
ſuffered to expire; nor did the sTATESs revive it till the ſixth and preſent 
ſtadt-holder, WILLIAM CHARLES HENRY FRIZ o, a collateral branch of the 
illuſtrious houſe of ox AN & E, who by the ſalutary mediation of a ſtrong par- 


ty of his friends, and the ſpirit of a mob, when a FRENCH army was al- 


ready at their doors, had this dignity conferred on him in 1745. With 
what moderation he has uſed it, and what little reſpe& has been ſhewed 
to it, the hiſtory of the times will make apparent. I only mention what 
fell under my notice of the general turn of the party in the uniTED 


' PROVINCES, Who were luke-warm friends, or no friends at all, to the 


prince; with this diſtinction however, that ſome who hated the $STADT- 
HOLDER, loved the PRINCE. 


Conſidering the neighbourhood and great power of FRANCE, the preſent, 
as they think, precarious peace, and the diſunion of their councils ; the 
DUTCH ſeem to be perſuaded that there muſt be a power lodged in one, 
to unite and exert their force in caſe of danger. Reaſon and experience have 
taught 
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taught them the neceſſity of this power: But a ſtate muſt poſſeſs. more 
virtue than I am afraid there is among the burn, to ſuppreſs thoſe pre- 
judices and reſentments which are apt to ariſe in the minds of one part 
of a people upon any change of government. The anti ſtadt-holders, who 
with to ſee the prince pulled out of his ſeat, operate with him moſt 
heartily in making proviſion for the very men they moſt deſpiſe, or hate, 
whenever they think they can, by this means, render his office odious to 
the people : thus his highneſs has to ſtruggle with ſecret, as well as profeſ- 
ſed enemies. Men of moderation ſay, he does not want parts, that he is 
a man of a moſt amiable diſpoſition, of an excellent heart, and yet every 
day he loſes ground; alledging that < his diſpoſition may be good; but the 
« effects of it are bad, by his being too indulgent to men of no principles.” 


It is a common ſaying, we love the treaſon, though we hate the traitor : 
to ſave a ſtate can hardly be called treaſon ; but it is generally thought a 
dangerous maxim in politics, to put men in offices of truſt, whoſe prin- 
ciples allow them to take any fide that may afterwards appear to be their 
intereſt. But how will they prove, that the prince makes choice of ſuch 
men? It may be ſuſpected, that thoſe who are not in office are, for that 
very reaſon, diſaffected. It is granted that many perſons, whoſe power is 
now eclipſed, ought not to be admitted to the offices of the ſtate, becauſe 
they have a rooted diſlike to the prince, as well as to the ſtadt-holderſhip : 
but then it is oBJECTED, that thoſe who love the prince, and acquieſce 
fincerely in the power veſted in him ; who are capable of ſervice, and be- 
loved by the people, are notwithſtanding kept out of office. They ac- 
knowledge that every honeſt man cannot be employed; but that ſuch 
perſons of worth and honour ought not to be rejected, for the ſervile tools, 
and lower inſtruments, who brought the prince into office, but are by no 
means able to eſtabliſh ſuch a degree of power, as is eſſential to that office ; 
that ſuch men ought rather to be rewarded in a pecuniary way, or by em- 
ployments abroad; but not to be preferred ſo as to diſgrace their very pa- 
trons, who are aſhamed to own their having brought them into place : 
whereas by chuſing men of worth and reputation, who are really the 
prince's friends, there would be no difficulty in his acquiring a proper aſ- 

cendency, and thereby eſtabliſh himſelf in the minds of the people, 
_ T How 
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How the prince ought to act, is hard to ſay; but this is clear to me, 
that his very moderation which would render him amiable in a vir- 
tuous age, will make him contemptible in a vicious one; for, without a 
great ſhare of reſolution, it is not poſſible to govern men, who have been 
uſed to make their own will the law and rule of their conduct. 


To drop A critical a point, let us conſider the authority of a ſtadt- 
holder, which is very confined, unleſs when he appears at the head 
of an army, and then perhaps he is not only an object of jealouſy, but 
his power too much circumſcribed, The ſtadt- holder ſometimes ſigns pub- 
lic treaties in conjunction with the ſtates, but ſuch treaties do not derive 
from hence the greater weight or authenticity ; for though he is ſuppoſed 
to repreſent the dignity of the republic, yet whilſt the sTATEs poſſeſs the 
ſovereignty, he cannot be conſidered but as a ſubject. He has indeed the 
power to pardon condemned malefactors; but he has not even a ſeat or 
vote in the aſſemblies of the sTATEs. There are certain prerogatives an- 
nexed to the office, which vary in the different provinces, and are alterable 
by the power from whence they are derived, that is, by the STATES GE= 
NERAL. 


The ſtadt-holderſhip, which is now made hereditary in the houſe of 
ORANGE, Was, from it's original nature, eleQive ; but the high and inde- 
lible obligations which the DUTCH owe to WILLIAM the GREAT; and 
the renowned patriotiſm and fidelity of the illuſtrious houſe of oRanGe, 


through every generation, have ever thrown the choice on this family as 
a kind of neceſſary conſequence. 


The appointment of the ſtadt-holderſhip from the sTATEs, is one hun- 
dred thouſand guiiders®, and the prince's paternal inheritance is far more 
conſiderable. 


But, alas! while we are yet ſpeaking, his candle is burnt out; and all 
our wiſhes for his temporal happineſs vaniſh like a dream in the night. 
The memory of this excellent PRINCE will indeed ever retain a ſweet ſavor, 
and muſt do honour to human nature, whilſt probity is revered by mankind, 


9.500 |. 


CHAP. 
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6 M 43. man; 


A general account of the commerce and cauſe of riches, as alſo of the air, 
ſeil, &c. of the UNITED rROvINCEs. Of the genius and manners of 
the bur ch, their parci many, cloathing, women, &c. 


I T may appear careleſs to leave the UNITED PROVINCES without ſome 
general reflections, eſpecially as travellers, either in purſuit of learning 
or pleaſure, ſeldom conſider this country in the ſame light as ITALY or 
FRANCE ; and conſequently there is not much faid of it, except in labo- 
rious hiſtorical accounts. Indeed it ought not to be expected from one 
who only rides poſt, that he ſhould be able to give an accurate and cir- 
cumſtantial account of a foreign country, when perhaps he knows very 
little of his own, after living in it for many years. 


I know not if any body has given an account of the uniTED PRo- 
VINCES ſo worthy of eſteem as that of Sir wILLIAM TEMPLE. His general 
idea of theſe people in his time is contained in theſe words: © HOLLAND 
ce is a country where the earth is better than the air, and profit more 
cin requeſt than honour ; where there is more ſenſe than wit; more 
« good nature than good humour; and more wealth than pleaſure; where 
« man would chuſe rather to travel than to live; ſhall find more things 
* to obſerve than deſire ; and more perſons to eſteem than to love.” 


As a kind of contraſt to. what is remarked by this polite author, the 
following deſcription will corroborate the notion which the unprejudiced 
reader may have received of the genius of the puren, and the nature 
of their country. This burleſque, and perhaps obſcure hiſtorian ſays, 
*in HOLLAND the four elements are good for nothing; it is a coun- 
try where they worſhip a golden idol, ſeated on a throne of cheeſe, 
te and crowned with tobacco; where art ſurpaſſes nature, and induſtry 
<< alone makes the ſtate flouriſh ; where ruſticity of ſpeech is prefer- 
„ red to the perſwaſive ſoftneſs of gentle words, and a coarſeneſs of 
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% manners makes a ſhow of liberty; where the wives are miſtreſſes, 
e and the huſbands ſervants; where the houſes, by dint of frequent 
« waſhings, appear as cabinets ; and an exceſs of cleanlineſs is inconve- 


« nient: in a word, where butter and cheeſe is the harveſt and reward 
5e of the people's toil.” 


The puren are moſt certainly devoted to commerce, and, though in 


the midſt of EUROPE, detached as it were from other nations: they are 
bred up in an abhorrence of regal power, and conſequently have a diſtaſte af 


the manners of the polite nations who are ſubject to this form of govern- 
ment. Under theſe circumſtances they can hardly be ſuppoſed to raiſe 
many men of genius, or to cultivate the more refined arts of contempla- 
tive life and liberal ſcience. It may be preſumed that later ages have im- 
proved many of the higher ranks of their people, but perhaps ſome of 


them have at the ſame time exchanged their parcimonious ſimplicity for 


an expenſive and luxurious manner of living, and by rendering themſelves 
neceſſitous, opened a way to thoſe temptations which their artful and 
ambitious neighbours have thought proper to play upon them. 


The eaſe, the gentleneſs, the ſweetneſs of manners which we find in 
the polite nations, are ſeldom poſſeſſed, even amongſt the higher ranks of 
the people in HOLLAND, though we often meet with an exceſs of com- 
plaiſance : nor is this at all ſurpriſing if we confider that men devoted to 
arts of gain from their earlieſt life, can with difficulty be formed to a true 


taſte of ſociety. The amuſement in which the pur c have the greateſt 


pretence to delicacy, is that of gardening, for which ſome of them con- 


tract ſo great a pafſion, that I have heard there is a law reſtraining the 
price of tulip roots. 


They are ſo well convinced that much diverſion not only creates ex- 
pence, but calls off the mind from buſineſs and domeſtic duties, that in 
AMSTERDAM no public ſhows are permitted within the walls. After 
ſeven in the evening every perſon that paſſes the gates pays one ſtiver, 
and a coach five ſtivers ; ſo that diverſions are taxed with this impoſt. It 
is not however very conſiderable, for the people have not a great paſſion 


for 
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for theatrical entertainments. In the winter time ſkeiting is their greateſt 
amuſement. Their retired manner of living is often the occaſion that the 
men when they affect a chearful, polite, and delicate turn of manners, 
are awkward; and when gay, wicked: the fame remark holds with 
the women alſo, when they depart from a reſerved habit of life. 


Their notions of religion, which muſt ever influence the manners of a 
people, are not very liberal; and though the practice of it is ſtrictly en- 
joined as a duty, it does not appear to be rendered delightful. I have 
heard an HOLLANDER ingenuouſly acknowledge, that their prieſts can- 
not be in any great reputation, for want of that politeneſs which is eſ- 
ſential to all ranks of men in office in a civilized ſtate, Sir wiLLIam 
TEMPLE's remark is, © That if religion does more goad in other places, 
c jt does leſs hurt here.” 


The ſame author imputes the grandeur of their ſtate in a great mea- 
ſure to the modeſty and fimplicity of their manner of living, which. 
was the general faſhion among the firſt magiſtrates in his time ; and he 
adds, that he never ſaw the great penſioner pt wWIr in a coach, nor his 
cloathing, equipage, houſe or furniture, beyond that of any private 
merchant... 


— 


It is not difficult to conceive, that. conſtant application to buſineſs, and 
indefatigable induſtry not diverted by any of the warmer paſſions, nor by 
the habit or temptation of pleaſure, ſhould produce that degree of wealth, 
power and influence, at which the HoLLANDERs once arrived, and of 
which, with reſpect to individuals, they may yet boaſt. 


With regard to the air or water of the NETHERLANDS, the elements 
are in no country more blended than in this. The abundance of water 
muſt neceſſarily affect the air: at ſome- ſeaſons of the year, many of 
their moſt fertile ſpots are overflowed, which renders both land and water 
difagreeable. Thoſe du TcaMeNn who know little but of their owa coun- 
try, alk. how we manage in ENGL AND to keep our cattle in the field du- 
ring the winter. Turf, which is reckoned much inferior to wood or 
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coal, is the chief article of fewel to the inhabitants. But this land of 


moiſture does not ordinarily prevent the people from enjoying a moderate 


ſhare of health, though their lives ſeem to be ſhorter than with us in 
GREAT BRITAIN, There are ſeveral inſtances of remarkable recoveries 
in HOLLAND, from conſumptive caſes, which I believe are not fo gene- 
ral among them as in ENGLAND. The reaſon of this I impute not fo 


much to their climate as their careful manner of cloathing. In ENGLAND 


people too often dreſs, feed, and expoſe themſelves to heat and cold, with- 
out any regard to difference of conſtitution. A careleſs indifference in this 


reſpect muſt be often attended with the ſame or worſe conſequences, than 


an injudicious ſollicitude. 


The vapours arifing from the canals in Hol LAxp, affect the air in 
ſuch a manner that the fronts of the houſes near the water ſide are 
frequently diſcoloured in one night; this occaſions a particular attention 


to the outſide as well as the interior part of their buildings. The manner 


in which the puren cloath themſelves, is a demonſtration how ſubject 


they are to rheumatic pains, neceſſity having taught them that kind of 


habit, which we are inadvertently apt to ridicule. 


There are many HOLLANDERS who think judiciouſly, and, in ſome 
reſpects, live elegantly; but I believe few philoſophically. The com- 
mon people are extremely booriſh : I have ſeen a boatman in a great city, 
though indeed the diſtinction of city and village is very inconſiderable, ſtrut 
up and down a room with his hat on, his hands on his hips, and, with a 
careleſs air of infolence, ſpit at the feet of a gentleman who was treating 
him with civility, and giving him an opportunity of gaining a guinea for 
an inconſiderable ſervice. This ſort of conduct they miſtake for liberty b, 


o Foreigners make complaint alſo of the ill-manners of the common people in EnGLAND 3 but this 


is expreſſed rather by a libertine than a booriſh conduct; and though we have ſome ſavages in human 
' ſhape, yet the general turn of our people is humane: to this purpoſe I Enew an inſtance of a com- 
mon fellow who inſulted a RENE lady in the ſtreet, by the name of FRENCH bitch. Before ſhe ad- 


vanced many paces ſhe happened to fall, and the ſame man who had that moment treated her with 


ſuch unworthy language, was the firſt who aſſiſted her in riſing, addreſſing her with great complaiſance 


in theſe words, I hope madam you have not hurt yourſelf.” 


VV hilſt 
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whilſt their knowledge is confined to the ordinary means of gain, and the 


gratification of the calls of nature. Cheeſe, beer and tobacco are the 
joys which ſeem to crown the labours of the common people : geneva, 


to which they are well known to be no enemy, and which is not alto- 
gether improper to their climate, contributes much to the circulation of 


their blood; but they are apt in their cups to mix cruelty with ruſticity. 


As they are not ſo much improved in their ſentiments as our common 


people, neither are they ſo ſtrong, active and capable of labour; this may 


be imputed, not only to the different genius's of nations, but alſo to the 
ſuperiority of our climate, and the different nature of the liberty we enjoy: 


add to this that the animal food which our common people eat, is incom- 


parably more ſtrengthening than their fiſn, cheeſe, milk and grout, to which 


the poverty of their own produce confines them. It is true the uniTED 


PROVINCES abound in paſture lands ; but cheeſe being fo great an article of 
commerce, as ſome of the inhabitants cannot, others will not, afford 
themſelves fleſh for their diet. A moderate uſe of animal food would, 
in all probability, tend to the prolongation of their lives in that moiſt 


climate. 


Conſtancy of employment, coldneſs of complexion, and perhaps the 
nature of their food alſo, may contribute to their being but little given to 


amour. The women, I ſpeak not of the higher ranks, adorn their heads 


with gold lace, and other ſuch ornaments, but with more frugality than 


generally practiſed in GERMANY, Except a few court ladies, they have 
not much taſte or delicacy in their manners. There are ſome of good 


complexions, but not many beautiful. Their teeth in general are bad, 


probably owing to the uſe of hot liquors, as tea, coffee, &c. I-obſerved 
particularly at SAARDAM, that many of the women are pale and languid, 
and not a few crooked. They acknowledge that moſt of their children, 
till the age of eight or ten years, are fickly ; and indeed the women ſeem 
ſo inceſſantly employed in cleaning their houſes, and other offices, of 
which ſome are in common with their huſbands, that one would imagine 


they did not afford themſelves reſt enough to breed children, or at leaſt not 


time 
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time to ſupport them when they were born. The women in this country 
ſeldom breed after the age of thirty. As the men are remarkable for the 
many breeches they wear, the women, for the moſt part, uſe pots with 
live coals of wood or turf, which they ſet into boxes bored full of holes, 
and put under their petticoats, to warm themſelves in cold weather ; 

this is not only apt to make them old from the waiſt downward before 
the time ordained by nature, but the ſmell of the coals is offenſive. Up- 


on the whole they have a proverbial ſaying, that the dirtieſt piece of 
furniture in the houſe of a puTCHMAN is his wife. 


Whether it is the remains of any jealouſy which they have retained 
ſince the time of the syan1sn government, or the mere effect of pru- 
dence, I could not help obſerving that many of them will not mention 
their wives in company, nor do they ſeem pleaſed that others ſhould 
ſpeak of them; though in the moſt reſpectful terms. One would ima- 
gine where the laws are ſo favourable to the women, as to give them at 
leaſt an equal ſhare of dominion with their huſbands, that converſation 
ſhould be more free: this conduct however may be imputed to that in- 
communicative manner of life, in which the lower and middle ſorts of 


the people are bred up. 


It is no uncommon thing in HOLLAND, except among thoſe who 
have travelled and acquired ſome generoſity of behaviour, to treat ſtran- 
gers by whom they get nothing, with that ſort of reſerve as plainly in- 
dicates that you may go about your buſineſs as ſoon as you pleaſe. But 
there is nothing which lowers the reputation of the HoLL ANDERS, or 
reflects greater diſhonour on them than their cruelty. This does not a- 
riſe ſo much from fiery particles in their blood, or warm paſſions, as the 
love of money, witneſs their ſacrifices of human blood : but they have 
followed the example of their old maſters, by taking the ſame ſteps to 
ſupport themſelves in the E As r as the others did in the wesT INDIEVõ. 


In this GREAT BRITAIN is diſtinguiſhed, no part of her greatneſs being 
owing to unwarrantable ſlaughter. 


CH AP. 


(237 3 
r 


Of the preſent fituation of the pu TCH, and their partiality f0 FRANC £ - 
Their prevailing opinions with regard to GREAT BRITAIN. 


F we conſider a government of ſo complex a nature as that of the 

' UNITED PROVINCES, in which ſuch a variety of intereſts and incli- 
nation are neceſſary to ſupport it in full force and efficacy; it is rather 
amazing how it has laſted ſo long, than that of late years it has tottered, 
and been in danger of ſubverſion. It is no mean entertainment to trace 
this republic to its origin. Hiſtorians ſeem to agree, that the people 
of which it is compoſed, ſo early as the time when the Roman common- 
wealth gave laws to a great part of the world, were in the higheſt 
degree impatient of any encroachments on their liberty. 


Under PHILIP II. of spAiN they groaned under heavy oppreſſions. Se- 
veral formidable attempts were made from the .year 1556 to 1579, to 
compel them to ſubmit to an arbitrary power, extended not to their lives 
and fortunes only, but alſo to their conſciences. Perſecutions have often 
called forth ſuch a degree of human ſtrength as ſeem to argue the in 
terpoſition of the immediate hand of G6op. The treaty of MUNSTE R 
in 1648, at length ſettled the independence of the republic: the de- 
puties of the sTATEs were no longer denominated rebels by the 
SPANIARDS, The vigilance, ſobriety and induſtry of the puren ſup- 
porteth their revolt againſt the crown of sPAin, and after many 
years ſpent in laborious trials of their own conſtancy, they formed at 
tength that plan of government which now exiſts. How long it will laſt 
is hard to ſay; the foundation of it does not appear to be very ſtable. A 

SE DIVIDED AGAINST IT SELF, CANNOT STAND. Whilſt theſe 
people are not agreed concerning their firſt magiſtrate, they will never in- 
veſt him with power ſufficient to anſwer all the various exigencies to 
"FA the ſtate is ſubject. 


It ſeems evident from their late conduct, from the preſent condition of 
that ſtate, and from the nature of their conſtitution, that they are in no 
Vor. II. Uu happy, 
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happy, or ſecure ſituation. Hence they require the help of a firſt magiſtrate, 
whoſe power, though limited, ſhall be ſufficient to conſtitute him the um- 
pire of all their interior conteſts, and who, by a proper direction of their 
ſtrength, may reſtore them to a REAL independency. Their conduct in the 
late war was a demonſtrative proof that themſelves conceived their ſecurity 
was founded in the claſhing intereſt of other princes, and that their country 
was not in ſuch great danger as we commonly apprehended, becauſe the di- 
viſion of the ſpoil would create difficulties among the neighbouring powers. 


A free ſtate, whoſe inhabitants are rich, ſurrounded by powerful neigh- 
bours, able to ſupport a conſiderable military force, and yet unwil- 
ling to ſupport it, can hardly be preſumed to exiſt long without ſome 
change: at leaſt we may conclude that ſuch a ſyſtem of politics as that of 
GREAT BRITAIN contending for the independency of the UNITED PRo- 
VINCES, in the ſame manner as in the laſt war, without their exerting 
their own ſtrength, cannot laſt long. Suppoſing that their preſervation was 
not the ſole motive on which we ſet out, yet it muſt be ever allowed, that 
if FLANDERS becomes a prey to FRANCE, and the barrier is loſt, the liberty 
of the DUTCH is at the mercy of the FRENCH: and what would have 
become of the barrier in the laſt war, had it not been for GREAT BRITAIN, 
it is not difficult to determine, 


If the puTcCH are incapable of defending themſelves ; if their ſtate, 
though in its early period, is grown decrepit, and needs a ſupport; can 
GREAT BRITAIN afford ſuch a ſupport, or muſt it come from another 
quarter on the continent? What quarter is hard to fay. It ſeems more. 
conſiſtent with their intereſt to change to ſome more happy form of 
government, by a conſent of the people, than to run the hazard of be- 
ing compelled to change for the worſe, by ſome bold invader : and if 
their independency is of ſuch moment to us, as it may be preſumed they 
imagine, it might be more our intereſt to affiſt them in that change, 
than follow ſuch a ſyſtem as that of the late war. The puren are te- 
nacious of their liberty, but ſeem to fall into a belief that they need not 
provide the means of ſupporting that liberty, as thew good friends the 


ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH, and other allies; will do that buſineſs for them. We may ſee 
what notions Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE had of this republic, when he fays, 


«© Thus theſe ſtomachful people, who could not endure the leaſt exerciſe 


5e of arbitrary power, or impoſitions, or the fight of any foreign troops, 
<« under the sp ANISH government, have been ſince inured to all of them, 
< 1n the higheſt degree under their own popular magiſtrates, bridled with 
© hard laws, terrified with ſevere executions, environed with foreign 
et forces, and oppreſſed with the moſt cruel hardſhip, and variety of taxes 
e that was ever known under any government.” It might be expected, 

that the remembrance of theſe calamities, which did not ariſe from us, but 
from our common enemies, ſhould, whilſt that common enemy is in the 
ſame ſtrength and inclination, bind them to us in the ſtrongeſt friendſhip J 
but this 1s plainly not the caſe. 


Politicians ſeem to agree, that the intereſt of the MARITIME powERs 
is mutual: that is, ſo long as they in fact continue to be MARITIME 

POWERS: and ought not the UNITED PROVINCES to continue a maritime 
power, if they mean to ſupport an independency? The union of ſuch 
maritime powers might be a counterpoiſe to that of the houſe of Boux- 
BON : whereas if they aim at a counterpoiſe entirely by land, it is plain they 
muſt go much farther for it, engage in deeper expences, and complex trea- 
ties; and take ſhare in the quarrels of other powers, which muſt render the 
welfare of their ſtate the more precarious. Beſides, as commerce naturally 
encreaſes with naval ſtrength ; ſuch union might prove the beſt means of 
checking the rapid progreſs of the trade of other countries, and particularly 
that of FRANCE, whenever it ſhould prove prejudicial to this mutual and 
natural intereſt, However conſiſtent this ſyſtem may be, the fact is, that in 
the laſt war, either the timidity of the pu Tc ; the artifices of FRENCH 

miniſters, who diſguiſed this matter; or perhaps that pRRSU ASTON which 

is apt to conquer all mankind, inclined them more to ſee GREAT BRITAIN 

ruined, than erecting new trophies on the ruin of the FRENCH commerce. 

This is very certain, that the puTcH looked with a jealous eye on the 

BRITISH trade, concluding that every ſtep it was advanced, their own 
would be thrown back. 
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If our intereſt was really mutual, they were as blind to their own ad- 
vantage and ſecurity as averſe to ours: and if it was not mutual, the ſyſtem. 
of our politics was founded on a fallacy, which HEX eaſily ſaw through. 
It is a truth too obvious to be denied, that the pure do receive ſome 
PRESENT advantages by their commerce with FRANCE ; and this was one. 
great obſtacle to our detaching them from that delufive connexion, 
As to the FUTURE, it does not ſeem to- be the faſhion of mankind to con- 
ſider; their thoughts are abſorbed in preſent gratifications. If this were. 
not the caſe, I preſume the thing would have taken a different turn, and. 
remoter conſequences would have been examined into, 


If the game had been played fair, the queſtion is, whether-the bulk of 
the people of the uNiTED PROVINCES would not have ſeen, that no 
point can be more eſſential to them, than to keep the wings of the houſe 


of BoURBON ſo well clipt, as to put it out of her power to fly away with 
their country, their riches, and their commerce ; for probably they muſt: 


ALL go together: it is impoſſible they can be the ſame people under an. 
* monarchy. 


| Notwithſtanding all the artful evaſions, and ungenerouſneſs of the 
DUTCH in the late war; it is hard to ſay what had been their fate, if BRI- 
TISH valour, and BRITISH treaſure, had not been ſo much employed to 
keep FRANCE at bay. That the pur cz ſet out upon falſe principles in 
the late war, I believe all the world will grant. Who can relate without 
ſorrow, the event of the battle. of Po TEN OY, when victory was ſnatched 


from us, not ſo much by our enemies, as by our friends? We had in- 
deed reaſon to ſuſpect, that the puren did not mean well to us: we knew 
their government was embaraſſed, and wore a double face. Sox of their 


miniſters were for fighting, oTHERs for a neutrality, and ALL for ſaving 
their money at the expence of their vERY GOOD AND GENEROUS FRIENDS 
AND ANTIENT ALLIES. At length they compromiſed the matter, and made 
war in parade, as an excellent expedient to ſave appearances, and to quiet 
the minds of their own people, that no deſperate attempt might be made 
to call the prince of oRAN GE to the office of his anceſtors. Thoſe in 

office 
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office knew that ſuch a ſtep would eclipſe that authority, by means of 
which they had ſo long lorded it over the ſtate, and enriched theraſelves - 


and their families. 
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It is remarkable that our enemies, who knew the orders and inclination. 
of the puren, from a generoſity peculiar to ſoldiers, at the ſame time 
they exulted in our credulity, laughed them to ſcorn, We puLLED them 
indeed to the ſcene of action; but we could not PULL the trigers of their 
muſkets, nor ſecure their horſes from being KILLED, if they had en- 
gaged. | b 

But what ſhall we ſay of the friendſhip and good intentions of the 
DUTCH at that time, if to this very day they avow they courp not fight. 


Morally conſidered, nations are not accountable to nations for errors in poli- 
tics; but they are anſwerable to each other for the non- obſervance of trea- 


s. Whatever motives biaſſed the conduct of theſe republicans, the inference 
Fre real fact, cannot but raiſe an indignation in the breaſts of thoſe who 
are inclined to ſhed a tear to the manes of our brave countrymen, who 
fell in that unequal war. If the puren had declared at that time that 
they wou LD not, or, which is the ſame, that they couLD not fight, and 
that their army was only for parade and obſervation ; I preſume, in ſuch. 
caſe, we could complain only of the inactivity of their aux1L1ary: 
troops as ſtipulated by treaty. And the queſtion is, if, in ſuch caſes, the 
party failing is not ſubject to all conſequences. If this doctrine was proved 
good, the DUTCH might now owe us fifteerror twenty millions of pounds, 
with a further debt which they can never pay, the lives of fifteen or 
twenty thouſand of the braveſt troops in the world. 
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What ſenſe the people of HoLLANx D had of their engagements to us, 
appears, in ſome meaſure, from their behaviour, when news arrived at the 
HAGUE of the battle of FoNTENOY. It went current that we had deſerted 
the bur CH, and left them to be cut in pieces; inſomuch that the inhabitants 
were highly incenſed, and exclaimed bitterly, as if the ENGLIsu had com- 
pleated that ruin, which our conduct in the Queen's war, they ſaid, had 
almoſt produced. When the real fact was known, and the tables turned 
CR. © 
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on them, though it afforded conſolation with regard to the ſafety of their 


army, the rulers of the sTaTE thought it neceſſary for THIIXR own 
ſafety to retire out of the town: this was a tacit acknowledgment, that 


however dif! poſed the people might be to puſh on the war, _ themſelves 
favoured the ſchemes of FRANCE, 


To ſpeak diſpaſſionately of the conduct of the pur cn, we may refle& 
on their ſpecious manner of reaſoning. Did we deſire you, ſay they, 
<« to make war, much leſs to bring it to our doors? And, after all, what 
« reliance could we make on you, when a handful of rebels in scor- 
LAN D occaſioned the demand of fix thouſand of our beſt troops, at a 
<« time when we moſt needed them ourſelves? If other powers do not 
© keep FRANCE within bounds; the UNITED PROVINCES may become an 
« eaſy conqueſt, in ſpite of all your endeavours to preſerve us.” This ex- 
cuſe carries with it ſome weight : but they forget that it was their condu& 
at FONTENOY Which brought on thoſe conſequences ; that their fix thou- 


ſand men were of no uſe to us with regard to the rebellion ; and laſtly, 
that the preſervation of the UNITED PROVINCES, in ſpite of the FRENCH 


partizans, became at length one great object of the war: there muſt then 


be an unaccountable defection in the hearts of DUTCHMEN, to allow this 


reaſoning to be good. The time may not be far off when they will ſol- 
licit us to act in confederacy with them, and when they will not have 
any deluſive reſerves. 


The preſent political conteſt, if we can with propriety ſay hes is any 
conteſt, ſeems to be, whether, in caſe of another war, GREAT BRITAIN 
ought to ſend her native troops abroad; or confine herſelf to the water, 
and make her money, in a reaſonable proportion with other princes, 
fight her battles on the continent? 


Happily for EUROPE, FRANCE is not able to ſupport a great army, and 

a great fleet alſo, for any length of time. But as we ſometimes ſee na- 

tional efforts, which baffle all the ſyſtems of the moſt acute politicians ; and 

as FRANCE may make a formidable figure both by land and ſea; can we 

conſiſtently _ our land- forces? If it is neceſſary to preſerve the inde- 
pendency 
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pendency of the puren; it may be alſo neceſſary to employ our troops, 


as well as our money, on the continent. It might be fortunate indeed to 
eſtabliſh a ſyſtem which would render a great land- force unneceſſary. If 


it is inconſiſtent for us to attempt the ſupport of great armies, and great 
fleets alſo, we may preſume that GREAT BRITAIN will adhere to the 


ſyſtem which renders that force leaſt neceſſary, which is moſt ex penſive. 


Embarkations of our land- men may ſometimes be neceſſary for 
ſuch purpoſes, as neither our ſhips nor money can execute without : 
them; and in behalf of thoſe ſtates whom it is our duty, and may be our: 
obligution by treaty to preſerve on the general principle of commercial : 
intereſt, But where, and in what numbers, ſeems to be a point which 


the occaſion only can determine. I apprehend one rule of politics cannot 
ſuit all times, more than one medicine all diſtempers. 


The ſending great armies abroad has been, among others, a means of 
involving BRITAIN in a very large debt. But it is alſo true, that PR ANR 
has been greatly impoveriſhed by her wars. That the latter has made 
vaſt acquiſitions by commerce within fifty years paſt, muſt be granted; 
but yet it is diſputed if ſhe is now ſo rich, compared with other sTATEs, 


as ſhe was in king wiLL1am's reign : and ſince money is the ſinews of 


war, we mult reckon the ſtrength of sTraTEs by their riches, compared. 
with other sTATEs, as well as by their numbers, valour, and genius for 


War. 


There are, I believe, ſome general maxims, which are neceſſary for every 
government to adopt, as far as they are practicable without adhering to a . 
blind prejudice. If the naval force of GREAT BRITAIN is her proper and 
natural ſtrength, conſidering her ſituation, produce, and the genius of the 
people; will it not follow, that the more of ſuch ſtrength ſhe poſſeſſes, in 
proportion to other STATES, the greater will be her commerce, and con- 
ſequently her riches? And if ſhe is ſtrongeſt at ſea, may ſhe not com 


mand the ſource of FRENCH power, which is almoſt the ſole object ſhe 
has to fear? 


En- 
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' Enquiries after political knowledge ſoon create difficulties, which ſug- 


- geſt that the ſtudy of politics is no vulgar taſk, though we talk of it 
ſo familiarly, Miniſters, like other men, are ſometimes biaſſed by their 


paſſions and prejudices, to commit abſurdities ; but it 1s their duty to un- 
derſtand the intereſt of a nation, and their trade to manage it. Others ought 
to approve or condemn with moderation, as the ſureſt way to come at the 


truth, without confounding themſelves with the uſe of NAMEs and wokps, 
to which their ideas are not adequate. 


— — 


n 


CH A 3 1 
The author leaves the naGue. A deſcription of DELFT. Of ROT TER 


DAM, its trade, and the BRITISH factory eſtabliſhed there. A ſhort ac- 
count of KELVOET, and the preſent low flate of the Du r, navy. 


A HE 22d of October I left the Ac, and returning back part of 


the way on the ſame canal on which I came from LEVYDRN, I arrived 


at DELFT in an hour, the diſtance being only three miles. The land here 


is low, and there is no particular object that ſtrikes the eye. 


DELFT 1s ſurrounded by a conſiderable extent of flat meadow lands : 


this place, which is very antient, is well known for its earthen ware, 


which goes by that name. It is a very pleaſant town, and well peopled: 


the inhabitants are computed at above twenty thouſand. Its ſituation has 


invited ſeveral perſons of fortune and diſtinction to take up their habita- 
tions there; but the trade of the place is not conſiderable. It has how- 
ever a chamber in the EAST-INDIA company, and a rank in the aſſem- 
bly of the sTATEs of the province of HoL LAND. This city was burnt 
down in 1536, and in 1654 the greateſt part of it was blown up by an 
accident of the powder-magazine taking fire; but theſe misfortunes have 


rather contributed to its beauty, than defects, as may be inferred from its 
preſent appearance. 


From hence I departed for Ro TERDAM; the diſtance is hardly ſeven 
ENGLISH miles. This place may well be eſteemed next in rank to Au- 
$TERDAM ; and, in regard to GREAT BRITAIN, and the ſouthern trade 

of 
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of EUROPE, has many advantages beyond that city: the navigation of the 


MAESE being, without compariſon, more ſafe and commodious than that 
of the TEXEL: the air and the water are alſo better than in aMsTER- 
DAM. The canals here being broad and deep, convey ſhips of burthen 
into the heart of the city, and exhibit a view of a flouriſhing trade. Be- 
ing thus a rival in commerce to the metropolis, it is conſidered ' as an 
object of ſome jealouſy ; but the power is, for the moſt part, in the 
hands of the merchants of AMsTERDAM. Many of the commodities im- 
ported here center chiefly in that city, conſequently the ſpirit of compe- 
tition does not riſe very high. There is indeed buſineſs enough in both ci- 
ties to furniſh employment to a great number of hands. 


RoT TERDAM has a further advantage: the paſſage of the Mars is 
generally open, particularly in hard winters, ſooner than that of the Texzr. 
They have great magazines of EAST-INDIA goods, this city having its 
quota of that trade. Tobacco, corn, and rice are alſo conſiderable articles, 
and chiefly imported from GREAT BRITAIN : they have great quantities 
of tallow from IRELAND, for which they return flax, which is a commo- 
dity much cultivated in the UNITED PROVINCES, as it will bear a high 
rent of land, if property conducted. 


In this city is a very good exchange, where the merchants meet, and 
tranſact their buſineſs; it was finiſhed fo late as the year 1736. Here are 
ſeveral public buildings of note; but the moſt remarkable is the great 
church dedicated to St. LAWRENCE, in which are the monuments of ſe- 
veral perſons of diſtinction, particularly of their moſt celebrated ſea- officers, 
among whom is that of admiral pe wiT. On the great bridge is a ſtatue 


of the famous ER ASMUS, who was born in 1467 in a ſmall houſe very near 
to the ſtatue. 


The BRITISH factory in this place is very conſiderable, and is, for the 
moſt part, compoſed of north BRIToNs of the church of scoTLAND, 
for which they have a church or meeting-houſe. During the war in 
FLANDERS under the duke of MARLBOROUGH, an epiſcopal church 
was built by the contribution of the ENGLISH officers, merchants, and 
Vol. I. XX | mari- 
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mariners , and this is ſaid to be the only regular epiſcopal church counte- 
nanced and eſtabliſhed, belonging to BRITISsH ſubjects out of Great 
BRIT AIN. 


Mr. DAv1S0N, and ſeveral others of the factors, received me with great 
marks of regard and politeneſs, as well in conſequence of the ſeveral let- 
ters of recommendation, which my friends at AMSTERDAM had given 
me, as the hoſpitality for which the factory is diſtinguiſhed: Proviſions 
here are not cheap, though plenty. The factors live parſimoniouſly, after 
the manner of the country, without parade, but with great ſatisfaction and 
convenience. Expence, noiſe, and ſhew, are indeed but the ſhadows of 
pleaſure, to minds not-ſpoiled by a habit of living in a croud, or in pur- 
ſuit of trifling amuſements. The expence of eating and drinking, 1N 
THE HIGHEST TASTE, as is ordinarily underſtood, generally ſerves but 
to remove us the farther from the happineſs we ſeek. The true end 
of theſe ſupports of nature, is better anſwered by a little, than much ; by 
a diſh or two, rather than by a multiplicity ; if we conſider what is due to 
health, to a clear underſtanding, to moderate paſſions, ſubmiſſive appetites; 
to a virtuous caſt of thought, and, in a word, to the true felicity of life. 


The 27th I left RoTTERDAM; the moſt ſpeedy conveyance is ſaid to 
de to NEwSLUYs in a yatch, and from thence by land to HELVOET. It 
was my defire to ſee the banks of the MAzsE, I therefore preferred going 
all the way by water. There are many fertile and agreeable ſpots of 
land, but the whole did not anſwer the idea I had conceived of puren 
induſtry, and knowledge of improvement as extended to every part *. 
HELVOET SLUYS is well known, as the port from whence the Harwice 
packet boats ſet off on wedneſdays and ſaturdays. Though this is eſ- 
teemed one of the beſt harbours in the uniTED PROvINCEsS, yet the 
town is in itſelf very inconſiderable, having only three ſmall ſtreets, and - 

a quay ; the laſt is of ſome extent, and borders a great part of the har- 
bour. From this place the iſland of GoRER appears to the ſouth, as a 
{andy country, and ZEALAND is to the north of it. 


* We muſt make great allowances, in all countries, with regard to thoſe lands contiguous to the ſea. 


Having 
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Having often heard of the naval ftrength of the un1Ttd PROVINcESõ, 
ſo formidable at ſea within little more than half a century; and as I had 
hardly ſeen a ſhip of war in any other port of theſe provinces, I entertain- 
ed ſome expectation of being agreeably ſurpriſed at EL VET. However 
all the naval ſtrength which I could diſcover, amounted only to ten capital 
ſhips : theſe indeed appeared to be clean and in good order, but with- 
out any modern improvement in their ſtructure. In this particular the 
DUTCH are ſaid to be forty years behind the ENGLISH; nor ought we to 
be ſurprized, conſidering how great a decline there has been of puren 
naval ſtrength. Whether this wondrous change is an effect of unavoid- 
able calamities; or of voluntary national defection from their antient 
maxims of government, the reader will beſt judge from the modern ac- 
counts of theſe PROVIxcES. It is not one hundred years ſince the 
DUTCH were able to vie with ENGLAND; and, towards the cloſe of the 
laſt century, even in the time of peace, they thought it their intereſt to 
employ between thirty-five and forty ſhips of war. Upon an emergency 
they were able to ſend a hundred fail to ſea : it was computed, that the 
ſupport of thirty capital ſhips then coſt them annually only fix millions of 
guilders b. Perhaps the time is not far off when they will be again obliged 
to fight at ſea, as well as by land: but if this power is departed from 
them, which ſeems to be the caſe, and GREAT BRITAIN left to take care 
of herſelf, the larger portion of commerce muſt fall to her ſhare, in order 
to the ſupport of a greater naval force. This conſideration ſeems to put 
us in mind of the preſent ſituation of GREAT BRITAIN, and the ne- 
ceſſity of application to our marine; not only as a counterbalance to the ac- 
cumulating ſtrength of FR ANnce, but as an eaſy and natural expedient to 
compenſate for the inſufficiency of the puren. 


I had the pleaſure to find here a ſmall ſquadron, with four yachts, be- 
longing to the crown of GREAT BRITAIN, under the command of lord 
Aso, his BRITANNIC majeſty being expected to embark in a few days. 
"This fight gave me the more pleaſure, as I had not ſeen a BRITISH ſhip 
of war for near eight years before. It alſo afforded me an opportunity of 
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ſeeing ſome of my old acquaintances, particularly my honoured friend 
captain EDWARDS, who commanded the CHARLOTTE yacht. I had no 
time to accept lis civilities, as I embarked in the packet a ſhort time after 
my arrival there. 


The packets are built aid for paſſengers, and have about 
fourteen beds, or cabbins. In theſe veſſels there ſeems to be a certain de- 
gree of equality obſerved between the officers and men, which ſlackens 
the reins of diſcipline ; and perhaps it is from the ſhortneſs of the paſſage, 
that there is not ſuch a regard to oeconomy, as one would expect where 
no merchandiſe are ſuppoſed to be carried. They talk much of the dan- 
gerous navigation between HELVOET and HARWICH ; but at the ſame 
time confeſs, that only one packet has been loſt within the compaſs of 
any memory. The 28th, after a paſſage of twenty-two hours, the wind- 


blowing hard from the eaſt, I landed at HARWICH. 


PART 
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„ 
MORAL and POLITICAL 


REFL EXIONS 


In relati ion to 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
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Reflexi ons on the uſe of travelling. The di uli of faki ng up a 1 tical 
fat th. T, houghts on public love in a free fate. Irreligion the ordinary 


ue of national calamities. 


\HANKS to the goodneſs of providence, I am now returned into. 


this HAPPY ISLAND; happy, in ſpite of all it's blemiſhes, com- 
3 with any country that I have yet been acquainted with. Per- 
fect happineſs moſt certainly is not the lot of mortals on this ſide the 
grave: the portion of bliſs, which heaven has granted to this country, 


like the diſorders. ariſing from ſanguine health, ſeems to create a ſatiety, 
even in tlioſe who have a claim to the reward of virtue; as if we were to 


learn from hence, that there is yet a better country, whither we are travel- 
ng, where only the mind can poſſeſs an entire ſatisfaction. 


The paſſage of a merchant from one country into another, in purſuit . 
of commercial affairs, ought not to be conſidered in the ſame light, as the 
travels of a man of 1 in ſearch of arts or learning: but if in the 
courſe of their obſervation they have ſupported one common ſpirit of 
national affection; in proportion to their advantages of education and na- 
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- tural abilities, the effect will be in a great degree ſimilar. Their own 
country muſt neceſſarily become the dearer to them, according as they 
diſcover the ſuperiority it enjoys in laws and government above other na- 
tions. Being thus excited by a generous emulation, inſtead of bringing 
home the vices of other countries, they will ſtrive to plant the virtues 


which are more peculiar to foreign climes, and not the proper growth of 
their own foil. 


The ravages of time, the ruins of cities, the deſolation of countries, 
the tyranny of kings, the folly and iniquity of ſubjects in ſelling them- 
ſelves like beaſts to the ſlaughter; with all the pernicious effects of arbi- 
trary power, muſt, in a ſerious mind, draw reflexions on the uncertainty | 
of human affairs. By tracing theſe events, as near as poſſible to their 
ſource, the heart will be lifted up to the great author of nature, and adopt a 
conſiſtent principle concerning the GENERAL law of his moral government, 
by obſerving how vice is ever productive of miſery. Though the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence are oftentimes incomprehenſible, yet this ought 
not to weaken a ſteady perſuaſion, that virtue is in every region, and under 
every government, acceptable to him ; © THAT WHAT HE DELIGHTS IN 
« MUST BE HAPPY,” however the face of things may appear. And to 
check every fond preſumption of independency, though we graſp the fleet- 
ing moments, it is but as to-morrow when a curtain will be drawn over 
all the glories, as well as the miſeries of this world. In the mean while, 
whether we go abroad, or remain at home ; enjoy a profuſion, or medio- 
crity of the gifts of providence, we are travelling to another country. Our 
nobleſt ſcience, our higheſt accompliſhment, our ſupreme felicity, is the 
knowledge and obſervance of that compaſs, whoſe needle points to our 
proper home; to thoſe regions, where millions of bleſſed ſpirits inhabit ; 
where the eye will be ſatisfied with ſeeing, the underſtanding with know- 


ledge, and the heart with delights, of which this world can give but 
faint ideas. = 


Whether hackneyed in the paths of gain and ambition ; or purſuing 


the delights of a philoſophic and religious caſt of thought; life till 
£bbs out much faſter than we can eaſily diſcover, or deal fairly enough 


with 
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with ourſelves to acknowledge. But a day, an hour employed in the 
exerciſe of reaſon, and the practice of religion, is, upon the whole, pre- 
ferable to an age waſted in fooliſh purſuits which riſe no — chan this 
world. 


The ſoul is ever active: this world is its ſcene, as a prelude to the next; 


ſome ruling principle will always poſſeſs and lead us on to action. To be 


idle, and to be happy, is a contradiction : but however employed, he 
has no mean lot who glides through life in tranquil hlence, though unob- 


ſerved. Perhaps he is one of the moſt happy of men; but all are not 


capable of this felicity. 


We cannot reflect too often, that © True ſelf- love and ſocial are the 
« ſame;” yet conſidering man as a unity, SELF muſt, and ought to pre- 
dominate. That is beſt for him which is moſt produQtive of his parti- 
cular happineſs, with reſpect to the ſcene in which he takes his part; and 
in which he is beſt qualified to act with dignity, and with a due regard to 
both worlds. We are happy only when we are employed, and when ſome 
PARTICULAR OBJECT governs the leſſer paſſions and defires. The wiſe 
author of nature certainly intended that this oBjecT ſhould be nimsELF, 


and that all the various connections of our animal, our ſocial, our intel- 


lectual nature, ſhould ultimately terminate in him, and be ſubſervient to 
this end. Here then let our enquiry reſt : and fince every day brings: 
eternity the nearer, the contemplation of that eternity ought in all reaſon 
to encreaſe, as our hours are fleeting away. Without neglecting the ordi- 
nary courſe of his affairs, the merchant who is wiſe, will apply moſt vi- 
gilantly to that buſineſs in which his whole fortune is embarked. 


As the peculiar happineſs of this government leads every thinking ſub- 
ject to diſcloſe freely his ſentiments, as far as he may judge them condu- 
cive to the national welfare, may I finiſh my book with. ſome indul- 
gence of this fort ? But in ſpeaking of public affairs, the mind ought, 
in a more peculiar manner, to be diveſted of all prepoſſeſſion, or it can 
anſwer no end but to adopt or confirm a principle, which, though true, 
joſes its charms by being founded in prejudice. If the purſuit of wil- 
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dom and virtue is the proper buſirſeſs of life, we ought to examine before 
we pronounce ſentence ; and always to be diffident where we have not 
had opportunities of knowledge, I am very ſenſible that even general re- 
flexions on political intereſt, belong to thoſe who are grown grey in ex- 
| perience, rather than for tranſient ſpectators. 


The knowledge which I have of my own country being acquired a- 
broad, and very limited, the affairs of it now appear to me in a great 
meaſure as matter of enquiry and curloſity, as well as intereſt. Things 
ever ſtrike us moſt while they are moſt new: the indulgent reader may 
conſider me yet as a traveller, who gives his thoughts of things as their 
novelty, their variety, or their ſingularity affect him; with ſome diſtinc- 
tion however in regard to the motive, as well as ſome previous know- 
ledge derived from the early impreſſions of youth. 


It is the happineſs of a free ſtate, directed by good laws, that every 
member belonging to it is entitled to protection, ſo long as he obeys thoſe 
laws. The dignity he derives from hence raiſes him in his own eſteem: 
this is apt to render him inquiſitive in matters of which he 1s not qualifi- 
ed to judge, and is the cauſe of infinite follies. Even thoſe who are bred 
up in the knowledge of national affairs in ENGLAND, are generally ſway- 
ed by their prejudices in favour of ſome perſon or party; in the mean 
while the number of the judicious and unprejudiced is fo ſmall, that a 
man has hardly any opportunity of learning how to ſettle his mind. 


How can it be imagined in an age in which corruption abounds, not 
in ENGLAND only, but in every country, that only virtuous men ſhould 
be in office? To rail at them, without conſidering the corruption of 
mankind in general, muſt render the complainant ſuſpected of diſcon- 
tent, becauſe he is not in office himſelf, When the influence of the 
crown preponderates, and the meaſures which are purſued do not imme- 
diately produce all the good we fondly expected; the ſubjects who do 
not receive any PECUNIARY ADVANTAGES from the government, for 
others have generally the wit to hold their tongues, are apt to cry 
out againſt the court, or againſt the miniſter, forgetting that the true 

' ſource 
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ſource of national calamities, in a free ſtate, is the venality and impiety 
of the people. 


It muſt be apparent to men who make any obſervations, that thoſe who 
| bellowed loud for liberty, and were impatient to pull down thoſe in power, 
have generally given the ſame offence themſelves, when they became 
veſted with authority ; whence it has been natural to conclude, that the 
people were capricious, and not capable of contentment, or, with ſome 
few exceptions, all equally corrupt; and changed their principles, or 
their conduct, with their outward condition. 


Be this as it may, it is ſurpriſing to me how little the people of this iſland 


generally ſeem to know of their own advantages and happineſs. Complaints 


are ſo. often the ſubject of diſcourſe, even among the more ſober part, 
that one would imagine the ſtate was under the greateſt diſtreſs, and in 


imminent danger of ruin. How great, ſay they, are the emoluments 


« of offices, and how little is done for them! vanity and ambition, and a 
ce devotion to luxury, reign in the breaſts of THousANDs ; and the rob- 
« bery of their country by every baſe artifice, is either openly countenan- 
ce ced and protected, or connived at and left unpuniſhed ; whilſt the free- 


« dom eſtabliſhed in the original plan of this government, exiſts in little 


« more than a name. To one perſon who even pretends to love his 
ee country, there are a hundred who are cheriſhed, if not openly applaud- 
« ed, by their friends or confederates, in conſequence of their fortune or 
« addreſs in pillaging the public. The way of doing this with dexterity 
and addreſs, is a ſcience of the moſt profitable kind. Shall we draw a 
ce curtain over our nakedneſs, and hide our ſhame ? Alas it is too appa- 
rent to be an object of concealment ! Foreigners ſee it, and will con- 


c temn us till they perceive a change in our condition, by the exertion of 


<« national virtue. And what ſatisfaction ought it to afford us, if other na- 
<« tions are more vain and abandoned than this? Do we deſire to put on 


c the ſame kind of chains as they wear, and with all the advantages of 


<« our glorious conſtitution become yet more wretched than they? Things 
« are come to that paſs, that if this nation does exiſt, it muſt firft fall a 
« ſacrifice to venality, and riſe again out of its own aſhes, Are we not 
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« eighty millions in debt, and conſequently is not our credit plunged deep? 
© We are threatened with a war in a few years, but what meaſures are 
te taken to reduce that debt, and enable us to ſupport a war? "Tis hard to 
ce ſay what all this will come to. Obſerve the conduct of ſome men of 
< the greateſt quality in the kingdom; perſons who in Manr reſpects are 
ce worthy of great honour and eſteem; their rank and fortune ſet them in 
© a point of view to make their examples of the greateſt moment; and 
© YET theſe men indulge themſelves in a paſſion for GAMING, in viola- 
« tion of thoſe very laws they made themſelves, and by which the ſtate 
eis to be ſupported. What can afford more delight to an ambitious 
© FRENCHMAN, than to ſee ſuch men promote a contempt of our 


<« own laws by the weight of their example? If the GREAT amuſe 


te themſelves with unlawful games, the LOWER cLAssEs of the people 
cc will have THEIRS alſo, and the breach of laws muſt terminate in our 
« cHAME, our DISHONOUR, our DECLINE, Our RUIN. Nor will our 
« ſeeming affluence avail us, if by gradations of ſplendid infamy, our 
e very leaders conduct us into that ſlavery, under which almoſt every na- 
<« tion of the world already mourns,” Ss 


Now what impreſſions ought a man to receive upon hearing ſuch ſort 
of complaints? Are they true in the whole, or in part? Are they the 
effects of PARTY ZEAL, of PREJUDICE, of a natural propenſity in the 
people of this country to murmur, notwithſtanding ALL the GO they 
enjoy; or a want of that very national love which is the ſubject of com- 
plaint; or in ſhort, is it a compound of all theſe? Under our preſent cir- 


cumſtances, and the riches and liberty which we really enjoy, complaints 


can mean no more nor leſs than this; that we are become ſo weak as 


not to diſcern our own intereſt, or ſo vicious as not to regard it any further 


than the preſent momentary gratification, If this be true in any degree, the 
evil is rather increaſed than diminiſhed by ſuch liberal complaints. Some 
may talk in this manner, from an honeſt reſentment of national vices ; 
yet it is to be doubted, whether their reſentment is not blended with a 
ſhare of that very immorality which is the ſubject of complaint. That 
we pcilels a great deal of virtue is as clear as that we are a free people. 


But 
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But that we have not virtue enough to be ſo formidable, or ſecure as 
providence ſeems to invite us to be, is the complaint of thoſe who wiſh 


well to their country : perhaps it is equally true alſo; though it cannot 


be demonſtrated ſo eaſily as preſumed. Surely it is a fault to indulge 
ourſelves in complaints at a venture, and to fling at men in public life, 
though we are tender of private characters. 


If to rob a nation by colluſive or injurious practices, is an atrocious 
crime, with what conſiſtency can we believe that thoſe who paſs for ho- 
neſt men have been guilty of it ? We certainly ought to be tender in our 
accuſations of this kind. Credulity does not argue any ſtrength of judg- 
ment: the virtue of the mind ever riſes or falls, with the charity which 
we cheriſh or ſuppreſs. 1 


To conſider things and perſons according to the common ſenſe and rea- 
ſon of mankind, © There are few, very few, ſays a great author ©, who 


<« have the opPoRTUNITY, and the wiLL, and the ABILITY to repre- 
* ſent things TRULY. Beſide the matters of fact themſelves, there are 


* many CIRCUMSTANCES which before ſentence is paſt, ought to be 


« known and weighed, and yet ſcarce ever CAN be known but to the per- 
„ fon HIMSELF who is concerned. He may have other views, and ano- 
te ther ſenſe of things than his judges have; and what he UN DERSTAN Ds, 


« what he FEELS, what he INTENDs, may be a ſecret confined to his 


<« own breaſt,” If this is generally true in common life, it muſt often 


hold, with regard to thoſe who are charged with the 6GovERNMENT on 
A NATION : their taſk requires GREAT labour and abilities; and proper 
allowance muſt be made for the imperfections of human nature, eſpeci- 
ally with regard to the fallacies of men's judgments. Hence if we ought 
to be ſlow in believing injuriouſly of mankind in general on the authori- 
ty of dubious reports, or by opinions drawn from conſequences, without 
regard to the motives of action: by the calumnious echo of words againſt 
men in high office, we are very ſubject to err with regard to our morals, 
as well as our judgment, If our complaints prevent that unanimity on 


© WooLasTon on the religion of nature, 
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which the good of every ſtate depends, we may imagine ourſelves to be 
patriots, and yet do an injury to our country. 


In private life, a diſpoſition inclined to the ſubmiſſive, is not that which 
makes the greateſt eclat; but it certainly is moſt agreeable to the dignity 
of human nature, becauſe it was practiſed by HIM who was the great 
pattern of human perfection. In ſpite then of the ſuggeſtions of pride, 
this rule of conduct muſt be the moſt amiable. In order to be free, is 
it neceſſary to be querulous or turbulent? Freedom muſt ariſe from a ſtea- 
dy, even principle, a determined reſolution not to offend againſt our own 
minds, or, in other words, to adhere to what is right. To this we may 
add vigilance and care in our reſpective ſtations, that thoſe who are. our 
immediate guardians take no 2 deſtructive of our ſafety. 


Our compaſſion for HUMAN INFIRMITIES, is generally in proportion 
to the degree of knowledge we have of HUMAN NATURE. This con- 
fideration in GOD MINDS, will check the ſpirit of national com- 
plaint upon trivial evidence, and conſequently reſtore a greater nation- 
al virtue. If thoſe hours ſpent in political ſatyr, were applied to the cul- 
tivation of knowledge and virtue, even granting there is frequent occa- 
ſion of complaint, what good might we not expect? Among the lower 
claſſes of the people, coupLAIN TS are ſeldom without great igno- 
rance; and thoſe of the higher rank generally include a ſecret deſire 
of the emoluments poſſeſſed by the very perſons who are the ſubjects 
of ſuch coupLAIN TS. And of whom ſhould we complain, but 
of ourfelves? What is our boaſted conſtitution? What our darling 
liberty, but that we cannot be ruined without our own conſent? Was 
the making complaints the characteriſtic of virtue, we ſhould then be 
our own panegyriſts ; but ſtill they would anſwer little purpoſe till we 
brought that virtue into action. One vigorous and well concerted re- 


monitrance of a real evil, muſt be ever more effectual than a thouſand 
vague complaints. 


If we conſider that this is a mixed government, and that the parts 
of which it is compoſed are numerous, we may indulge a jealouſy ; 


but 
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but hard words can be warrantable only when the iniquity is flagrant. 
Let us call to mind the advantages we enjoy above any people in the 
world, and that the flaws in ſome characters and diſpoſitions, are hid by 
the luſtre of thoſe virtues and talents which ſhine forth in others. If we 
ever looked to our own rather than to our ' NEIGHBOURS faults, the ſtate 
would CERTAINLY be the better; for nothing is more plain than this, 
that every individual, who governs: his life by the rules of right reaſon, 
contributes to the government of the kingdom. We all know that go- 
vernment muſt be maintained, power muſt be lodged ſomewhere. We 
know that we enjoy liberty; thoſe who doubt whether we are free or. 
n ot, certainly do not know what flavery 1s. 


The ſpirit of conteſt in the different branches of the legiſlative body of 
this iſland, ſeems to ſubſide; and yet it is remarkable, that the words 
e public debt” are no ſooner mentioned, than the people ſtart, as if they 
ſaw an apparition : talk of obedience to the laws, and they ſhake their 
heads and cry, © Alas, the laws are trampled upon.” If this repoſe means 
an union of councils, it is a happy circumſtance with regard to the 
' DEBT, as well as to that libertiniſm againſt which we have reaſon to com- 
plain. It cannot be preſumed that ſuch an union will decline into a ſupine | 
negligence, much leſs be employed to diſtreſs the ſtate. 


It may be obſerved further, that many of the people of this ISLAND, 
who have high notions of liberty, are offended at the name and-power of 
a FIRST MINISTER, as one of the great officers of the ſtate is generally 
called. They figure to themſelves that his power is very extenſive ; and, 
from an obſervation of the ſtrong connexions between his orFice and 
their own repreſentatives, imagine that he may do WHATEVER HE 
PLEASES : but as, in fact, he poks Nor every thing they think is right; 
they conclude immediately, that he is omiſſive in his duty; purſues the 
gratifications of his own ambition; and therefore his power tends rather 
to deſtroy, than ſupport the common- wealth. 


Opinions taken up in a hurry, and with prejudices, are hardly ever juſt, 
with regard to perſons, or things. A miniſter, who ſhould happen to be 
a man 
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a man of very great parts, and very great diſſimulation and ambition, 
is indeed an object of JEALovusy ; but if the people are true to them- 
ſelves, how can ſuch a man ſupport himſelf in his power? We muſt be 


the inſtruments of our own ruin whenever that happens. But, on the 
other hand, let us conſider this office in the hands of a man, who means 


well, whoſe ambition is apparently limited, and whoſe private character 
has nothing dangerous in it; and he will appear as neceſſary, as he is a va- 
luable ſubject. Liberty, in the higheſt ſenſe, has been ideal ever ſince the 
crime of our firſt parents, we can only preſerve ſuch a portion of it as we 
juſtly dignify by that venerable name. To prevent perplexities in the 
councils of a nation, and irrefolution in the conduct of government, it is 
become neceſſary in ſome meaſure that there ſhould be, as I believe there 
is, in almoſt every department of the government, a perſon whom they 
call a LEADING MAN. This ſeems to be the natural effe& of ſuperior 
talents, or ſuperior induſtry; ſome diſtinguiſhed power of doing good, or 
at leaſt a reputation of integrity and diſintereſtedneſs: theſe men are not 8 
however the lords, but the ſervants of the public; and ſo long as they 
behave with moderation, and in the general tenor of their conduct, act 
with a view to the good of ſociety, though with ſome imperfections, 
ought they not to be conſidered as uſeful, and even as eſſential to the 
well being of the ſtate ? Thus the matter will reſt on the degree of vice | 
or imperfection, that ſhould render a miniſter odious or diſagreeable; and 
in our eſtimate of ſuch defects, we muſt compare MEN with MEN, . 
and not with angels. 


With regard to the legiſlative body of this nation, the firſt miniſter, 
for this is the term that all parties adopt, I preſume is a kind of repre- 
ſentative on behalf of the regal prerogative, and his office as ſuch is un- 
derſtood to reconcile the difficulties that may occur concerning the inter- 
eſts and inclinations of the ſovereign and his ſubjeas. How any particu- 
lar man arrives at this office, is as eaſy to comprehend, as that kings, like 
other men, chuſe ſuch inſtruments for their purpoſes as they think beſt ; 
and ſometimes they chuſe with great propriety. If there was no ſuch 
perſon rok the crown, it ſeems as if there would be one AGAINST it; my | 
5 might 
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might not nx hurt the conſtitution yet more, ſince it is a principle eſta- 


bliſhed, that the ſtate muſt be ſupported by MonaRcnicar, though limit- 
ed POWER? 


All periods of time produce a numerous train of diſcontented ſubjects, 


ſome wiTH, and many more w1THOUT reaſon. Partiality to our own 
faults is apt to make us aſcribe the evils we ſuffer, real or imaginary, to 


any cauſe, rather than to our own vices and imperfections. The com- 


pariſon of characters renders them odious or amiable ; but we ought not, 
I think, to judge from a few choice ſpirits, but conſider what is the ge- 
neral turn of a people. 


LIBERTY, national honour, or whatever idea of moral excellence charms - 
us, never DID, nor never CAN exiſt long without virtue. Virtue is the 
only ſtable foundation on which the happineſs of a private man, a fami- 
ly, or a nation CAN be built. The experience of all ages proves, that 
every refinement foreign to this motive, muſt ultimately terminate in ru- 
in. Vice may reign for a ſeaſon ; but the ſupreme governor of the world 
will vindicate his authority: and though this does not always happen 
within the ſhort compaſs of hunian life, yet NATIONAL vices have been 


ever corrected by NATIONAL calamities, and I preſume ever will be fo. It 


cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe in the nature of things; for if there is a 
Gor who governs the world, with reſpect to men religion muſt be the 
rule of that government. The coercive power of human legiſlatures - 
can no more ſupport a ſtate without the ſuperior law of religion, than 
due order can be maintained where the judge is as corrupt as the crimi- 
nal, or the father as vicious as his offending ſon. The hiſtory of the - 
world proves this aſſertion, and I believe it is generally found true, that 


ſome evils which happen to the body politic, have a great analogy with 
wounds in the natural body ; that is, that they prove extremely difficult to 
cure when the habit is bad, though they might otherwiſe be eaſily healed. 


True politics are undoubtedly built on true religion : a nation long ac- - 


cuſtomed to be governed by laws founded in reaſon, and a defence of 
the rights of mankind, cannot ſubmit to any other, without the con- 
vuilive 


w 
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vulſive pangs of expiring liberty. But it is as eaſy to conceive that any 
ſtate may be diſſolved by the immorality of the people, as that there are 
countries, which having once been free, now groan under arbitrary pow- 


er. Let the miſeries of ſuch countries be truly known, and a free nation 
will tremble at every act of injuſtice that may produce them. What a- 
vails the ſuperiority of this conſtitution, if the virtue in which it is founded, 


does not continue to ſupport its influence? The notion of liberty would 


only ſerve to delude us with an imaginary phantom ; the real excellency 


of it MusT ever be connected with the hearts and minds of the people 


correſponding with the laws; their knowledge and riches being only 
means ſubſervient to its ſupport. 


Were we to loſe our vIRTUE, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, we muſt loſe our li- 
berty alſo. The arbitrary power which prevails in ſome other nation, 
would be a compulſive means of employing their ſtrength to our ruin; 
whilſt our freedom of with-holding our aſſiſtance in ſupport of the com- 


monwealth, might, by our ading contrary to the apparent deſigns of pro- 
vidence, prepare an eaſier way to their conqueſt, if we did not fall by 


our own hands. In proportion to the diſobedience of laws, divine or hu- 
man, by the obſervance of which the conſtitution has been ſo long and fo 
happily ſupported, it muſt tend to its diſſolution; for the contrary of that 


which ſet it up muſt throw it down again. I think nothing can be more 


demonſtrable than this; if L1BERTINISM is carried to a certain degree, the 


' COERCIVE power muſt become ARBITRARY, in the rigid ſenſe of that 
word. A nation which has not virtue enough to be ruled by the laws 
of reaſon, muſt ſubmit to military force, as is now the caſe of much 


the greateſt part of the world. Thus L1BzzTy ceaſes, and when that 
is gone, it is no impropriety to ſay the nation is UNDoNE. Has ever fo 
formidable a tate as this fallen but under the weight of its own vices? 
Great monarchies have been diſſolved only by great corruption and civil 
diſcord ; ſo that the Almighty has certainly annexed temporal felicities 


to nations, as well as eternal rewards to men, in conſequence of their 


yirtue, 


I hope 
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I hope this nation will continue great and happy, till T1ME ſhall end his 
reign ; but if the inſcrutable wiſdom of providence has ordained the pe- 
riod of BRITISH happineſs to draw to an end, by any rule of his go- 
vernment of which we have no experience, we mult ſubmit to the de- 
crees of heaven: but as it will ever be in our power, I am ſure it ought 
to be in our choice, to welcome an HONOURABLE DEATH, rather than 
INGLORIOUS CHAINS. If we Do fall, our hearts ought to bleed as vic- 
tims to liberty and virtue. 


The name of a free ſtate has ſomething divine U in it: whilſt E- 
VERY ONE is ſollicitous to preſerve EVERY ONE, they perform the office 
of a guardian angel. On the other hand, where public ſpirit ceaſes to 
prevail in the minds of a people; how can they long ſubſiſt in that ſtate 
without arbitrary power? The notion of a public ſpirit cannot be confined ; 
its object is ages paſt, and it looks forward to the verge of time. We have no 


certainty how long the world will laſt, and little can we preſume on. the 


exiſtence of a particular nation, however wiſe the government of it may 
be: but how much greater is the probability of that exiſtence than of the 
duration of any particular man's life? Man, as conſidered ſeparate from the 
community, is in the moſt emphatical ſenſe a thing of nought, his time 


<« paſſes away like a ſhadow :” but with regard to the duties of ſociety | he 
not only exiſts as long as TIME, but is partaker of a glorious immor- 


tality. 


What conſtitutes the greatneſs or goodneſs of a man but his regard to 


the ſociety? or why is a prince called G00D, and his people ready to of- 
fer themſelves as vic T Is for his ſafety, but as he honours, loves, and 
reſpects the community of which he profeſſes to be the guardian? 


The preſent and future happineſs of individuals, as well as the felici- 
ty of the ſtate, are all intimately dependent on each other. True polite- 
neſs is but humanity refined, which ultimately centers in CHARITY ; 
PUBLIC LOVE is but the ſame CHARITY adapted to the dignity and prof- 
perity of the community of which we are members. A free govern- 
ment is moreover the ſtate of nature, with regard to the equality of men 
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and their common rights: puBLIc LovE cannot be ſeparated from the 
idea of ſuch a ſtate ; and as the notion of this love implies a defire of the 
virtue and TEMPORAL felicity of men, it is analogous with that charity 
which the ALMIGHTY has appointed as the GREAT RULE of conduct, 


and wITHOUT WHICH he has given mankind no title to ETERNAL hap- 
pineſs. 


The liberty for which we pretend to be ready to die, neceſſarily includes 
the love of poſterity; but an immoderate tenderneſs of ourſelves, on the 
NARROW PRINCIPLE of a vicious ſelf love, is injurious to poſterity. Up- 
on this NARROW PRINCIPLE it is, that we do not conſent to a ſmall change 
of our manner of life, that would enable us to ſupport the ſtate in greater 
ſafety, reputation, and ſplendor. Without a ſubmiſſion to ſome acts of ſelf- 
denial; we can neither be politically nor morally virtuous ; we cannot ſup- 
port ſuch an equality of ſtrength, nor ſuch a conſiſtency of conduct, as are 
eſſential to the maintenance of ſo admirable a conſtitution as ours; nor be 
enabled to guard againſt the over-bearing inſolence and ſuperior numbers 

of our enemies, It muſt needs be, that either we are not aware of the 
end of the courſe we run; or we do not mean what we ſay, when we talk 
of ſpilling our blood in the cauſe of liberty. If the former, we only 
want conſideration : If the latter, we want EVERY THING for which life 
- ought to be deſirable, 


It is a very familiar, but no leſs juſt thought, which we find in a 
late celebrated writer *, in alluſion to the preſent ſtate of things in this 
ISLAND. There have been times of much greater danger than the pre- 
ſent ; yet if we confider what the ordinary conſequences of human actions 
are, and by what means nations, yet more formidable than this, have 
come to ruin, we ſhall underſtand the force of what the author has re- 
marked: From their * railleries, on the barbarity and mifery of our 
* 1SLAND, one cannot help refleting on the ſurprizing fate and revolu- 
« tion of kingdoms: how RoME, once the miſtreſs of the world, the ſeat 
« of arts, empire, and glory, now lies ſunk in floth, ignorance, and pover- 


| * 
Dr. MIDDLETON's life of 1c ER O. > Meaning the antient ROMANS. 


ty; 
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ce ty; enſlaved to the moſt cruel, as well as to the moſt contemptible of 
< tyrants, ſuperſtition, and religious impoſture ; whilſt this remote country, 
ce antiently the jeſt and contempt of the polite RoMaNns, is become the 
<« happy ſeat of liberty, plenty, and letters, flouriſhing in all the arts and 
te refinements of civil life; yet running perhaps the fame courſe, which 
© ROME itſelf had run before it; from virtuous induſtry to wealth, from 
ce wealth to luxury, from luxury to an impatience of diſcipline and corrup- 
e tion of morals; till, by a total degeneracy and loſs of virtue, being 
« grown ripe for deſtruction, it fall a prey at laſt to ſome hardy oppreſ- 
ce for; and, with the loſs of liberty, loſing every thing elſe that is valu- 
able, fink gradually again into it's original barbariſm. 


Human nature being ever the ſame, to form a juſt idea of things, we 
muſt trace them to their fountain. Self-preſervation is the firſt and ſtrong- 
eſt law in nature. What is our duty in obedience to this law ? We know 
that a nation is compoſed of many individuals, who have one common 
intereſt ; that the different ranks, employments, and circumſtances of a peo- 
ple, are only means eſſential to the ſupport of the public; and that every 

condition of life has its peculiar happineſs, as well as miſery. Providence 
has been indulgent to us all ; do we move on this great plan, and accord- 
ing to the orders of that providence ? Do we not rather vie with each 
other, not who ſhall be wiſeſt, but who ſhall excel moſt in vanities and 
expenſive follies ; and thus deviating from the great principle laid down, 
at leaſt, PREPARE a way for ruin ? 


V 


The prevalency of example. The great riches and advantages which this 
| ISLAND enjoys. A militia proper as the n. of theſe national bleſ- 


Jings. 
T is a general, and perhaps juſt complaint, that whilſt we aim at ima- 
ginary perfection in theory, our real conduct falls ſhort of the virtue 


that is practicable, and within our reach. Superior opportunities of know- 
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ledge ought to produce ſuperior degrees of virtue: and can it be expected, 
that the lower claſſes of the people will be virtuous, whilſt the higher neg- 
le& to inſtruct them by their example? The reformation of manners call- 


ed for by one part of the nation, and univerſally acknowledged to be ne- 


ceſſary, muſt then be moſt countenanced by perſons in the moſt eminent 
life; a gradation to the lower claſſes will be eaſy and familiar. 


Under the laws and the ſovereign, perſons of high rank and great fortunes 
are the parents and guardians of the people : in their hands more imme- 
diately 1s depoſited that glorious plan which our great anceſtors have tranſ- 


mitted to us: if THEY are not careful to preſerve it from violation, what 


are we to expect from the pREGs of the people? 


Cuſtom and imitation generally preſcribe and ſupport the rule of 


men's conduct; and what have been the conſequences of the modern cuf- 


tom of following a CONTINUED ROUND of amuſements by perſons of diſ- 
tinction of both ſexes, but idleneſs and vice of every denomination among 
the lower claſs? The preſent faſhionable manner of life, to minds 
yet unformed, muſt, in the very nature of things, enervate that firm 


and ſerious caſt of thought, which is the true ſource of virtue and pub- 
lic love. When the ſoberer duties of life become as things accidental, 


and which we have no inclination to attend to, it ought not to be expect- 
ed, that the intereſt of the community will be regarded If the duty we 


owe to one private family be irkſome, what muſt be the conſideration of 


that which we owe to a million of families? If religion is the true foun- 
dation of virtue in queſtion ; will it not ſtartle us to think of the in- 
conſiderable number of opulent families in this 1s8L AND, that inculcate the 
FEAR OF GOD in the minds of their numerous dependents, as a * 


eſſential to the well-being of the ſtate? 


Heaven has been indulgent to men, by endowing them with an imi- 
tative faculty; though our perverſeneſs often converts that faculty in- 
to a curſe. Example can certainly make ſaints or devils; and every 
day's obſervation muſt convince us, that there is a generous pride in 
human nature, which perpetually carries us to worthy actions when 


the 
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the pattern is ſet before our eyes: eſpecially if by a ſkilful conduct it 


is brought down to the level of our comprehenſions. Nothing can 


ſtrike more forcibly on the minds of the lower orders of men, than 
the perſonal attention, and religious, as well as humane conduct of the 
rich, the wiſe, the noble, in that vaſt ſcene of action, the public good. 
It is this which affords infinite entertainment to the different diſpoſitions 
and capacities of men, particularly of thoſe whom providence, by a libe- 
ral indulgence, has, in a more peculiar manner, appointed for this great 


work. The meaſures of compulſion, in a free ſtate, cannot, in all re- 
ſpects, quadrate with the minds of the common people, more than with - 
perſons in high life. Public love, fo little underſtood in arbitrary govern- 
vernments, muſt be a free effort of the mind, and brou ght 1 into action 


by the force of a virtuous example. 


It is undoubtedly true, in the preſent ſtate of mankind, that the pure 
dictates of reaſon and religion are inſufficient to the ſupport of any ſtate, 
without the coercive power of human laws; the aſſiſtance of thoſe laws 
muſt be frequently called in; and happy is that people, who are obe- 
dient to them ; but ſtill example will never loſe its force, whilſt human 
nature continues the ſame. 


I have often heard this nation deſcribed, as a country where no-body . 
regards the laws. Whatever degree of truth there may be in this harſh 


imputation, it is certain that numbers are obliged to ſubmit to them; or 


the gallows would not exhibit ſo frequent and ſo hideous a ſpeftacle | 3 


How ought we to endeavour, by every art of EXAMPLE and PERSUASION, 
to do that which EXPERIENCE evinces cannot be effected by FoRcE ? . 


It is really amazing to conſider, how much the lower claſſes of the peo- 


ple are TAUGHT to break the laws of this country. The fact is, that the end 
propoſed by many of the laws is continually defeated; and that by means 


The conduct of ſome of our people has ſometimes brought to my memory a converſation of no antient 


date, between a certain perſon of diſtinction and a poLisn lord; the latter maintained that the org 
enjoyed the moſt liberty of any people in the world, and might be properly denominated the only free 
nation: the other replied, that he knew a people ſuperior to the ol 2s, meaning the KHALMUCKS 5 
for, ſays he, theſe may not only kill, but alſo cat one another, 


oO. 
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$0 REFINED, that, one would imagine, here were people, who make the 
evaſion of laws a regular ſtudy, and in which they acquire a greater 
proficiency, than others in making laws. Is it the excellency or 
defect of this conſtitution, that the . legiſlature is ſo tender, in puniſh- 
ing offenders for baſe ſubterfu ges and En in regard to the 


laws? 


In conſequence of the common people being thus r AGH the ART 
of violating laws, liberty is frequently converted into licentiouſneſs, or at. 
leaſt a neglect of that conduct which the laws require for the 600D of the 
WHOLE COMMUNITY, Whatever they do not find for their PRIVATE coN- 
-VENIENCE, they are apt to think a violation of their freedom. Thus they 
negle& the cultivation and improvement of their manners; and hence it fol- 
lows that foreigners are apt to obſerve, that the LIBERTY of ENGLAND is 
confined to thoſe who have no property *. 


To trace theſe leſſer evils to their ſource, we ſhall find they ariſe from 
others, which are of greater moment, but paſs uncorrected. Can the art- 
ful defeat of the intention of the legiſlature be a ſubject of wonder, 
when the informer is held, in ſome degree, infamous: here alſo the 
want of example ſeems to threaten us. Informations have, no doubt, 
'been often proſtituted to villainous purpoſes; hence the common people, 
who have no immediate ſhare in making laws, adopt it as a kind of prin- 
ciple of honour to conceal the tranſgreſſion of them ©. Men of edu- 


b I remember the ſtory of an ENGLISH gentleman, who, being juſt come from ARIS, complained loud- 
ly of the inſolence of the footmen in LonDoN, and wiſhed to ſee ſome of them pulled from behind their 
maſter's coaches, His father, who was a xasTER of the GREAT SCIENCE of liberty, reproved him, 
by obſerving, that though it was true, many of theſe men were very inſolent, this abuſe ought to be 
regarded as a natural effect of liberty in vulgar minds; that the remedy of this might be worſe than the 
diſeaſe ; for the authority which ſhould extend to pull the footman from BEHIND the coach for ſuch of- 
fences, might alſo pull the maſter ou r of it. In oppoſition to this inſtance of abuſed liberty, what ſhall we 
ſay of the inſolence of arbitrary power, where ſervants partake of the authority of their maſters, and even 
in ſo polite a city as yar1s, men in high rank and office ſeem to delegate a kind of arbitrary power to 
their domeſtics ; and perhaps the footmen there are frequently more inſolent than thoſe of Lon pox. 

© What falſe notions of honour prevail in ſome countries, even among the better ſort of people! I 
have been told in FoRTUGAL, that, if the murderer of the father has taken ſhelter under the roof of 
the fon, he thinks himſelf bound in honour, if not te protect him, to ſcreen him from juſtice, till he is 
lafely removed from ſuch houſe which has been thus choſen as an aſylum. 


cation 
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cation and ſentiment ſee the abſurdity of this proceeding : they know that, 
next to the law-giver, the moſt valuable member of the community is 
HE, who executes the laws with juſtice ; and that ne, who, upon a prin- 
ciple of public love, will not be an idle ſpectator of the breach of them, 
comes in for the NEXT ſhare of honour, But whether it is from a jealou- 
ſy, that he who is charged with the execution of the laws will not per- 


form his pur v; or from a daſtardly fear of the reſentment of thoſe who 


tranſgreſs; how rare is it to hear of any information being lodged by a gen- 


tleman, though he is always ſuppoſed the beſt judge of the propriety of 


ſuch complaints, and his veracity moſt to be depended on? 


Happy is it for us, that, if we will not exert ourſelves in ſetting good ex- 
ample, we are reſtrained in ſome polite miſchiefs! MrAasuRes are taken 
to fix ſome bounds to idleneſs and diſſipation at leaſt in that part of the 
day, which in all ages, and in all civilized countries in the world, has 


been ever devoted to inſtruction, to domeſtic oeconomy, and all the va- 
rious duties of ſober life, It ought to be preſumed, that even the young 
and gay, will chearfully ſubmit to ſo ſalutary a law. 


It is ſome conſolation alſo to reflect, that our deviations from virtue are 


not conſtant, we ſympathize with the inequality of our climate; ſo that 


ſuppoſing virtue at preſent to be in no great veneration, it may become 


faſhionable again. Nor ought the moſt ſerious to imagine, that we are 
without a large portion of it. To believe the contrary, is not only an in- 


juſtice with regard to the people at large, but it would alſo weaken the 


cauſe of virtue, by miſrepreſenting the ſtrength of her forces. 


If the motives derived from the fear of national puniſhment, do not in- 
ſpire us with a higher ſenſe of public love, yet we can never forget the plea- 


ſures and advantages we enjoy. We ought to make theſe a motive to gra- 


titude, ſo as to produce the ſame effect. Look round, and ſurvey the noble 
ſtructures, and the profuſion of their uſeful, their magnificent, their ſuperb 
appendages in this great metropolis. Conſider the flouriſhing ſtate of eve- 


Act for preventing houſes of diverſion being opened till five in the evening. 


Ty 
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ry branch of learning, art, and ſcience. Let us ſend our thoughts abroad 
to the numerous regions of the earth, to which our commerce is extended, 
and from whence ſuch ſources of wealth flow in upon us. Let us conſider 
hat an encreaſe of riches our AMERICAN colonies produce, which is ſo 
much the-more valuable, as it is more independent of the politics of other 
nations. But, above all, let us contemplate the beauteous face of this 
1SLAND, and the various delights it affords: the noble fabrics, with 
the ſeveral proud monuments of antiquity, in almoſt every part of ENG= 
LAND : gardens unequalled by any in the world; mines rich in fuel and 
uſeful metals; hills and vallies, rivers and ſeas, all conſpiring to render us 
rich and happy. The armicuTy ſeems to have made choice of this 
ISLAND as the great granary of EUROPE and AMERICA*®. He has ena- 
. bled us alſo to befriend mankind, in cloathing them in every quarter 
of the globe. Our wool is computed to near twelve millions when ma- 
nufactured; this is four times the revenues of one of the greateſt em- 


| pires * in the. world, and which now ſeems to hold the balance of EURO- 
PE AN power. 


But when we conſider the admirable laws to which we are ſubject, the 
good government we are under, and the pure religion we profeſs, can we 
forbear exulting in the thought of being born members of ſuch a commu- 
nity, or ſending up our prayers in incenſe of gratitude, and begging 
that generations yet unborn may enjoy all theſe good things? Shall we 
however preſume to Ask this blefling ; and at the ſame time Ix pULGE a 


© am not rightly acquainted with the computation of our growth of corn. The bounty allowed by 
Parliament in one year amounted to one hundred and fixty thouſand pounds at five ſhillings a quarter, 
which 1s one hundred and twenty eight thouſand tuns exported in one ſpecies of grain only. Some late politi- 
cal remarks in relatiou to taking off the bounty are much laboured upon this principle, that it makes bread, 
and conſequently labour, dearer ; but there is not a word mentioned of the indufiry it has been the cauſe 
of promoting; of the improvement of the lands, nor that the cheaper we fell our bread, like other 
commocities, the greater wil! be the demand abroad ; and laſtly, that the price of labour, though great, 
might not be lowered to the benefit of the nation. It may perhaps prove more than is neceſſary ; but 
it is a fact, that, among the manufacturers, they do much the leaſt work when proviſions are cheapeſt, 
and conſequently were roviſions cheaper, the end is defeated. Be this as it may, I am perſuaded, that 


if the national account was ſtated with regard to the bounty on corn, we ſhould find our ſelves very con- 
Kecrabie gainers by this public expence. f RUSSIA, 


condut 
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conduct derogatory to religion, and repugnant to theſe laws? With what 
conſiſtency CAN we aſk it, whilſt we know that immorality has ſubverted 
monarchies through all ages of the world ? It muſt then be preſumed upon 
the whole, that every ſubje& will ſtand ſelf-condemned, or ſhun thoſe 
actions which tend to hurt the community of which he is himſelf a mem- 
ber; and, as far as in his power, promote the general good. Thus he 


will encreaſe his own felicity, and whilſt the ſcene of his temporal joys is 


enlarged, it will naturally be attended with a firm perſuaſion of a glorious 
immortality, 


There is yet one reflection which flows from a general view of our cir- 
cumſtances. Notbing can be held without certain conditions of tenure : 


happily for mankind, nations are generally apt to think more highly of them- 


ſelves than of others; and in that opinion they might remain ſelf-ſatisfied, if 
the other paſſions were at reſt ; but that ſeldom happens. A people diſtin- 
guiſhed among the nations of the earth, muſt expect to be the occaſional 
object of envy, if not of ambition. We are led both by reaſon and expe- 
rience to know that theſe paſſions are the chief motives of war; and that 
they do in fact produce wars almoſt periodically, It is not the politics of 


this nation to attcmpt the conqueſt of any country in EVROPE ; and the 


waters which ſurround us are a great ſecurity againſt invaſion. But do 
the ſame reaſon and experience teach us, that this juſt ſyſtem of poli- 
tics, or even that the waters and our ſhips are ſo ſecure a ſafeguard, un- 
der the ſeveral accidents to which naval affairs are ſubject, as the li- 
berty and riches of this nation, or, in other words, the juſt eſteem we 


ought to have for ourſelves, demand ? If they are not, we ſeem to need a 


militia, 


Providence, within a ſhort period, confounded a formidable attempt 


againſt us: we might have defeated that attempt in the ordinary courſe 


of things; but if one expedient had failed, we ſhould, methinks, have an- 
other at hand, on which we might make a reliance, I hope we have 
virtue enough left, to truſt ourſelves with arms: it is high time to reform, 
If we have not, We cannot indeed ſupport a very large army, nor is it deemed 
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proper we ſhould. At the fame time experience proves, that the friend- 
ſhip of other nations is not to be relied on ; and that princes ſeldom do any 
thing for each other but upon mercenary principles. We are in the neigh- 
bourhood of a formidable power, and know their temper and diſpoſition, 
Could we be ſure of foreign ſuccours upon any extremity, would it beproper 
to truſt to the courage, or ſtrength, or honeſty of ſuch ſoldiers, to fight our 
battles at our own doors; when property, religion, and even liberty might 
be at ſtake? And if ſuch an ally were able to protect us, there could be 
no ſolid ſecurity againſt his exacting what conditions he pleaſed for the 
defence he had afforded ? Hiſtory, 1 believe, furniſhes us with reaſons to 
be jealous of foreign forces in this iſland. 


If it is power which governs ſtates ; if no compact, or law, except 


the law of arms, can ordinarily anſwer the events which happen to na- 
tions in conſequence of invaſions and wars; if monarchies, humanly 
ſpeaking, ſtand on this foundation; ſhould we not adapt our ftrength, in 


ſome meaſure, to the worth of the object to be defended? If men were 


more in a ſtate of nature, nations would ſuffer each other to be at reſt: But 


I am afraid the golden age never exiſted ſince the FALL, though ſome na- 
tions in the world, from their virtue, their fituation, and the genius of 


their neighbours, may have enjoyed, for ages, an uninterrupted peace. In 
the preſent condition of EUROPE, and the corruption of mankind, what 
ſtate can long promiſe itſelf that happineſs ? The depravity of its inhabi- 
tants will not permit it. All we can do is to live as if we deſired peace; 
but were neither afraid of war, nor unable to bear the inconveniences 


which attend it; leaſt of all ſhould we be unprepared for ſelf-defence. 


Numerous armies are every where kept up on the continent : there 


are alſo few places of any moment, but what are well fortified. If we 


HAVE a ſufficient bulwark by means cf our ſhips, it is certainly better to 
learn how to uſe the ſhuttle and plowſhare, than the ſword ; but if our 
ſhips are NoT ſufficient to put us entirely on an equality, or render us ſu- 


perior in ſtrength to other princes, there is, at leaſt there ſeems to be, ſome- 
thing wanting to our ſecurity. Perhaps it will be our fortune to make war 
| again 
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again upon the continent; a militia, were it well ordered, could in ſuch. 
caſe, be no unhappy appendage to thoſe advantages which nature has ſo 
liberally beſtowed on this iſland. However the notion may be exploded 


concerning FRANCE's aſpiring at univerſal monarchy, it is, I believe, un- 


denied, that the genius of that people ever leads them to milita- 
ry exploits : this does not promiſe any good to themſelves or to mankind 
in general, but ſo it is: they are bred to arms, and delight in them: 
they are active, enterpriſing, and never long at reſt. How often have 
they loſt fifty or an hundred thouſand men in purſuit of a point, which, 
if obtained, could be of no conſequence to the happineſs of the people 
of FRANCE ? Beſides, their deſire of conqueſt for the glory of their 
monarch , or, in other words, for their own vanity, however a fantaſtic 
a principle it may be, is generally as ſtrong on their minds, as the jealous 
care of ſecuring our liberty, is, and ought to be, among us. 


But granting that a militia, ſuch as would be eſſentially keins 
might be attended with ſome inconveniences: it may {till be aſked, is this 
iſland in a ſtate of proper defence? If it is, it ſeems reaſonable to think 
we are beſt as we are; if it is not, there is one common intereſt, ab- 
ſtrated from all the low principles of contending parties, which calls on 
us to rectify this part of our ceconomy. 


Nations have been undone by indolence ; and by their ignorance of the 
uſe of arms, as well as for want of courage. If gentlemen of property, me- 


chanics, or men bred to and ſupported by labour and every honeſt art of 


induſtry, were taught how to defend their own houſes againſt a foreign 
enemy, if ſuch ſhould dare invade the iſland, ſurely they could be no ob- 


jects of jealouſy or fear to the nation. Should we be ſo loſt to all ſenſe of 


duty to ourſelves, as to employ the means of our SECURITY to our OWN 
DESTRUCTION ? Such muſt every attempt be deemed which is injurious 
to the preſent family on the throne, or to the preſent conſtitution : but if 
the intereſt of the ſovereign and his people are the ſame, that which will 


© This notion at preſent ſeems to be languid, but muſt neceſſarily revive whenever their king be- 
comes popular, unleſs they change their genius and government, 
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ſecure their intereſt, muſt eſtabliſh his alſo. . There is reaſon enough to 
think that in the caſe before us, the crown is as much intereſted as the peo- 
ple. But it ſeems to have been the peculiar unhappineſs of this nation, to 
entertain jealouſies on this ſubject, ſometimes without reaſon, and, what 
is worſe, ſometimes with reaſon, It may be hoped for the future no cauſe 
will be given for ſuſpicions, which prepare the way for national evils. 
'There have been men, whoſe conduct no lover of his country can men- 
tion without forrow, men who tired of their own happineſs, and regard- 
leſs of the general good, choſe to run the greateſt riſk of being miſer- 
able, out of a wanton defire. of change. And are there yet remaining 
ſuch perſons, whoſe ſecret inclinations are the cauſe of obſtructing thoſe 
meaſures which the wiſdom of the government might otherwiſe think 
neceſſary to our preſent ſecurity, or to that of poſterity ? 


The fafety of nations, under providence, is their vigilance, and care in 
providing themſelves with that which experience proves to be moſt effential 
to their defence, that is, money, and men inured to toil and diſcipline. The 
genius of the BRITISH nation is military, yet it ſeems as if eaſe and plen- 
ty had rendered us in ſome reſpects averſe to arms, and that we have 
more occaſion for a ſpur than a bridle. But it is confeſſed that we make 
a brave figure in fighting abroad, for our friends, ſhould not we at leaſt 
LEARN how to. fight for ourſelves, when much more may be at ſtake. 


Many of the officers of our army are not only perſons of the firſt qua- 
lity, but men of the greateſt bravery and ſenſe of honour, There are 
ſome of conſiderable property; and it ſeems to be an indignity to ſup- 
poſe that the bulk of them do not underſtand the duty they owe their 
country, for the advantages they enjoy as members of the community, 
abſtracted from their pay as officers. Our common ſoldiers alſo, looſe 
and immoral as they are, poſſeſs a certain innate humanity, inſeparable 
from that courage by which they have always diſtinguiſhed themſelves. 
Is there any fear that ſuch an army can be proſtituted to any vile pur- 
poſe, whilſt the land is ruled by a juſt and worthy prince ? 


A ſtanding 


+! 
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A ſtanding army, ſuch as the revenues of the ſtate can bear, according 
to the preſent appearances of things, ſeems neceſſary even now in time of 
peace, not to awe the people, but for the dignity of the crown ; to give 
It a neceſſary weight, and to provide for war; eſpecially whilſt great 
ſtanding armies are ſo much in faſhion all over EVxOPR, and particularly 


in FRANCE. But- with regard to a free and commercial people, there 


will ever be this material difference between a militia and a ſtanding ar- 


my; that the one are ſuppoſed never to be idle, and the other but ſeldom 
employed; conſequently the ſtate gets by the former in e to their 


labour, whilſt the latter are of no uſe except upon emergencies . The 


difficulty is, upon what footing to eſtabliſh a militia ſo as to remove all 


occaſion of jealouſy. If a convenient number was ſupported in ſuch 
counties, as the ſituation, or reaſons of ſtate may render moſt proper, 


under the command of a lord lieutenant, who might be a nobleman 
of honour and diſcretion, and appointed by his majeſty's council; ſuch 
a ſtep might perhaps give the nation a weight, which upon a geacral view. 


of things it now ſeems to want. 


At the ſame time if we conſider the freedom of this ſtate, and the ge- 


nius of the people, perhaps the only expedient to animate a peaſant to 


der the command of the gentleman, who is his familiar neighbour, and 


do the duty of a ſoldier, whenever he is called upon, is, that he be un- 


who engages to ſhare with him in one common labour. This perhaps 
is the only method to inſpire him with juſt ſentiments, and render him 


obedient to diſcipline. Thoſe who urge that the officers of the army 


ought not be admitted into the militia, ſeem to give greater proof of 


their jealouſy of the crown, than of their love to the people. Might 


not ſuch officers be extremely ſerviceable under particular circumſtances * ? 
And were ſome of theſe ſuch as have property in their particular coun- 
ties, might they not be a means of conciliating thoſe intereſts and tem- 


* In FRANCE ſoldiers are employed in making roads and other public works, but that Joes not 
ſeem to be practicable in this country. 

© Suppole. a general, or lieutenant colonel and ad; jatant in enn, to difci pline and exerciſe à re- 
giment. l V | 3 
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pers which too frequently claſh amongſt country gentlemen? Nor is there 
ſuch a difference between ſcarlet and any other colour, but that a gentle- 
man of the country, and another of the army, might agree perfectly in 
the ſame common intereſt, In ſhort, whether any thing of this kind can 
CONSISTENTLY be done: for us or not; let vs keep up a ſenſe of - vIRTU- 
ous LIBERTY, and that I hope will ever render us INVINCIBLE. 


Writing to the public, whatever the ſubject be, implies a deſire to 
propagate an opinion, or to recommend ſome particular rule of conduct: 
but in ſubjects of this nature we are apt to write or read with prejudice, 
which is certainly not the true way to benefit by either ; or, in other 


words, it cannot be the way to acquire juſt notions of things, or to ren 
der us wiſer and better. 


To be entirely of neither ſide in ſome cnn 4 is perhaps hs 


only way to have a due love and reſpect for both; or, to ſpeak more clear- 
ly, it is the beſt means of acquiring ſuch a degree of knowledge. of the 
intereſt of our country as will render us good ſubjects and good men. If 


thoſe who AcT ought to be circumſpect in their determination, ſurely 
others who have not ſuch opportunities of informations, ſhould deliver 


their opinion with care. Prejudices will ever divide mankind; and ſupport 
different opinions : the people of a free ſtate have the liberty of declaring 
their ſentiments ; nor is there any danger from thence, except from men 


of ferce and turbulent ſpirits. Common ſenſe teaches us to compaſſion- 


ate the falſe judgments which ariſe from education or intereſt; but to 
obſerve the errors on both ſides, and leave reaſon to judge what is beſt 
upon the whole, and what is practicable under particular circumſtances, 
is, I preſume, the taſk of an honeſt and a wiſe ſtateſman. The ſame 
rule is neceſſary in judging of theſe matters as ſpectators only. The 
paſſions being thus reſtrained, and the judgment left to its natural free- 
dom, we ſhall require nothing more than goodneſs of heart to become a 
nation of philoſophers and patriots, 
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I. and II. 


Note, The numerals refer to the volumes, and the figures to the pages. 


A. 


F "i the ſituation of this city, i. 260. 

ADAK, a lake of ſalt water on the weſtern coaſt 
of the Caſpian, i. 362. 

AniL, king of Perſia, ſucceeds Nadir Shah, 
ii. 87. the king of Great Britain's letter to 
him, ii. 95. dethroned by his brother Ibra- 
him, ii. 9 


ApnversITY, often has a good effect on the 


heart, 1. 199. 


ALEXANDER the GREAT, what motive he 


uſed to encourage his ſoldiers, i. 254. 

AL1, nephew of Mahommed, 1. 338. the fol- 
lowers of Ali called Schias, ibid. 
LLEABAD, 2 delightful country, i. 291. an 
ancient cauſe-way here, ibid. 

AMSTERDAM, the commercial genius of the 
people here, ii. 292. a work of art and la- 
bour, 11. 293. when it ſhook off the Spaniſh 
yoke, and embraced Calvins doctrine, ibid. 


its circumference, ibid. its ftreets, houſes, 


and number of inhabitants, ii. 294, 295. the 
exchange, ii. 295. various religions, ibid. 
the number of churches, ibid. their charities 


very uſeful by obliging the poor to work, 


ii. 296. pays half the taxes of the province 
of Holland, ii. 298; the trade of this vs þ 
raiſed chiefly on the ruins of Antwerp, ibid. 
a magazine of timber, corn, and wine, and 
other commodities, ii. 300. the inhabitants 
excel in dying, and ſeveral other things, ibid. 
their whale-fiſhery produces great riches, 
ibid. their Eaſt- india trade of the higheſt 
importance, ibid. the article of ſpiceries a 
mine of gold, ibid. the ſtadt-houfe of great 


uſe and ornament to this city, ii. 303. when 
Vor. II. 


founded, ibid. its dimenſions and charge, 


ü. 304. the bank in the lower apartments, 


ii. 305. Bank differs from that of London, 


ii. 306. it pays no intereſt, receives in- 
tereſt from the Eaſt and Weſt-India compa- 
nies, ibid. its government by burgomaſters 
and ſenators, ii. 307. „ 
Amur, a deſcription of that city, i. 286. a 


palace in it where Shah Abas reſided, i. 287. 


AnHaLT Koethen, Deſſau, Binburg, and 
Terbſt, an account of theſe ſtates, ii 239. 
prince Anhalt Koethen in the ſervice of the 

king of Denmark; i. 240. 

ANTWERP, once the miſtreſs of the commer- 
cial world, ii. 299. loſt its trade by the fiery 
zeal of prieſts, and inſolence of military au- 
thority, ii. 299, 300. 

Aa. 8 uſed among the Per 
ſians in matters of learning, i. 343. 


| ARCHANGEL, firſt diſcovered by the Engliſh, | 


ii. 257. Engliſh factory firſt eſtabliſhed 
here, ii. 151. 3 ; 
ARas, ancient Araxes, i. 388. 5 
ARMENIANS, their ſucceſs in trade, 1. II, 
44. many of them ſettled in Turkey, ibid. 
an account of theſe traders, i. 45, 105. 
cruelty uſed towards them in Perſia, i. 337. 


how they and the Ruſſians pack up their 


ſilk, ii. 18. the various kinds of European 
goods they ſell in Perſia, ii. 19, 20. intrigue 
to diſpoſſeſs the Engliſh of the Caſpian 
trade, ii. 35. import filk into England, ii. 
117. 
An. a village in Ghilan, i. 261. adven- 
tures there, 1. 263. : 
ASTRABAD, an account of the bay, 1. 130, 
131. and of the people and country, 1. 166. 
B b b events 


I N D 


events before the rebellion in that province, 
1. 192. the rebels enter the city, and 
act in a hoſtile manner, i. 196, 197. the 
friendſhip of the rebel-governor engaged by 
the author, 1. 201. a council held about the 
diviſion of the plunder, i. 202. the author 
obtains a decree from the Shah for his loſs 
here, i. 245. pyramids of human heads at 
the entrance of that city, i. 295. a ſcene of 
miſery and deſolation, 1. 296. great cruelties 
exerciſed on the rebels, i. 297, 298. 

ASTRACHAN, large fiſheries here, i. 124. locuſts, 
i. 126, 127. its commerce, ibid. the manner of 
a feaſt there, i. 127. a deſcription of the coun- 
tries from thence to Derbend, i. 360, &c. the 
author in his return arrives here; ii tt. 5. the go- 
vernor's behaviour to him, ibid. 

ASHREFF, on the ſouth coaſt of the Caſpian, 
famous for its palace, 1. 222. 

Auron, ſets out for Perſia, i. 82. has the 
charge of a caravan with goods for that 
country, i. 83. his Journey thither, i. 84. 
arrives at Moſco, 1. 91. and at Columna, 
1. 95. arrives at Zaritzen on the Volga, i. 
100. kindly received at Aſtrachan, i. 117. 
his petition to the imperial chancery there, 
i. 102. invited to a feaſt by the governor, 
i. 127. matters accommodated with him, i. 
159. his ſhip frozen up, 1. 160. arrives at 
Langarood, ibid. received kindly by Mr. 
Elton, ibid. adviſes him not to diſpleaſe the 
Ruſhans, i, 165. arrives at Aſtrabad, 1. 164. 
his viſitors inquire about his religion, 1. 169. 
his religious opinions, i. 173, &c. his re- 
flexions upon ſeriouſneſs, i. 187. ſurpriſed 
that the common people are admitted to 
hear the converiation, ibid. takes leave of 
the governor, 1. 190. forbid to. ſet out in an 
unlucky hour, 1. 191. in great danger and 
trouble by the rebellion, 1. 192, 104. his 
prayer, i. 195, 196. his uſage from the re- 

ls, i. 197, 198. his reflexions thereupon, 

1. 198, 199. in danger of ſlavery, i. 204. 
obliged to deliver up his baggage, i. 208. 
leaves his interpreter and ſervant at Bal- 
truſh, i. 212. is in difficulty on the road, i. 
215. viſited at Reſhd by his friends, i. 22 
viiits the governor of the proy Ince, i. 
is viſited * the Ruſſian conſul, i. 7 ar- 
rives at Caſbin, i. 228. his conver! lation 
with a Perſian merchant there, i. 229, 233. 


E X. 
arrives at the Perſian camp, i. 240. and nar- 
rowly eſcapes bug ſhot, ibid. 


AzZARIST, a city in Khieva, i. 352. how go- 
verned, 1. 353. 


B. 


BAKU, an account of that city, i. 377, 375. 
the beſt haven on the Caſpian, i. 377. 
account. of the country from thence to Sha- 

 makie, i. 385. 

BALFRUSH, capital of Mazanderan, 1. 210. 
the rebel-governor here cruelly put to 
death, 1. 289. 

BALKHAN, on the eaſt coaſt of the Caſpian, 
i. 130. captain Woodroofe s voyage thither, 
1. 130, &c. 

BALTiC, that fea icy, and extremely cold, 
„ 

Brel Awrrz, a Circaſſian prince, fled into 
Ruſſia, i. 188. barbarowly murderec by the 
Tartars, i. 189. 

BeDps, the manner of them in Perſia, i. 224. 

BEGLER-BEGS, their power of lite and death 
in Perſia, i. 336. 

BENTINK, count, polite, and a lover of the 
Engliſh, ii. 248. beloved by the well- 
as of the houſe of Orange, ibid, 

BERLIN, an account of it, ii. 183, 194, Ke. 
preparations here for amuſements, ut. 183. 
ſeveral learned men at this court, ii. 184. 
the number, induſtry, and temper of the in. 
habitants, ii. 194, 10 5. incline to the French 
intereſt, but not beloved by the French, 11. 
196. their coins and exchange, ibid. 

PERNAL, its large and ancient church, ii. 18 3 

BESTUCHEFF, count, great Chancellor of 
Ruſſia, his provity, ii. 134. 

BokRHARA, a populous city, i. 352. its ſitu 
tuation and trade, i. 352, 353. the charac- 
ter of its inhabitants, 1. 353. its trade, pro- 
duct, and coin, 354. 

Boxx AE, the Pulith anibaſſador, cut off near 
this place, i. 268. 

BREMEN, ſituated on the river Weſer, 11. 282. 
the dutchy of this name belongs to the elec- 
tor of Hanover, ibid. one quarter of the 
town ſubject to that electorate, ibid. the o- 
ther parts under its own laws, and governed 
by burgomaſter s and ſenators, ibid. the eſta- 
bliſhed relic Jon 1 Calviniſm, ii. 282. the 

nun- 
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number of inhabitants, ibid. the great dome 
and vault here, ii. 285. the trade, ii. 286. 
Britain, Great, its debt compared with that 
of the United Provinces, ii. 308. when it 
was firſt incumbered with debt, ii. 309. ow- 
ing to the ambition of the houſe of Bourbon, 


ibid. and wars being more expenſive than 


formerly, ti. 310. the preſent debt of the 
nation, and the reduction of intereſt con- 
ſidered, ii. 31 1. the ſituation of the Britiſh 
ſubjects with regard to the debt, 312, 313, 
314. moral reflexions on the oeconomy of 
the nation, ii. 317. thoughts on paying off 
part of the national debt, 11. 315. nature of 
places conſidered, ii. 320. the ſupport given 


by Britain to the Dutch in the laſt war, con- 


ſidered, ii. 338, &c. its intereſt to increaſe its 
naval ſtrength, ii. 341. the happineſs of this 
wand, ii. 349. moral and political reflexions in 
relation to it, 349, &c. circumſtances of the 
people, ii. 353, 354» 355, &c. the great ad- 
vantages and riches this ifland enjoys, ii. 306. 
MC 

 BrEsSL Av, the king of Pruſſia narrowly eſcapes 
from fire in this town, ii. 205. a numerous 
garriſon kept by him here, ibid. 

BRITISH factors in Ruſſia attempt a trade into 
Tartary, i. 345. a journal of their adven- 
tures, 346. 

BRITISH ſhips on the Caſpian, fold to Ruſſian 


merchants, ii. 47. puts an end to the Britiſh 


navigation there, ibid. 


BRUEHIL, count, the moſt wealthy man in Saxo- 
ny, ii. 229. his wardrobe and gallery of 


pictures, ii. 230. 
BRUNSwIc, the reſidence of the duke of Wol- 


fenbuttel, ii. 244. the king of Great Britain 


a branch of this family, and takes the title 
of duke, ibid. an account of the troops there, 
ibid. arſenal and curious mortar- piece, ibid. 
its revenues, ii. 245. Engliſh noblemen well 

received at this court, ii. 245. what the 
dutchy produces, ii. 245. 

BulLIoN, remarks as to carrying on the ſilk 
trade by it, 1 52. 


BuRROUGH, Chriſtopher, attempts the Perſian 


trade in 157), i. 8. trade of ſhort duration, ibid. 
C.. 


_ CamELSs, uſeful animals, i. 236. travel two or 


three days with little or no water, ibid. 


EA. 


CARAVAN, the author c with one àt 
St. Peterſburg for Perſia, i. 82. the manner 
of ordering and conducting caravans in Ruſ- 
ſia, i. 86, &c. how guarded, i. 190, 191. 
this caravan occaſions the rebellion at Aſtra- 
bad, i. 194. plundered by the rebels there, 
1. 197. 


CaRAVANSERAI, that near Derbend eſteem- 


ed the firſt in Perſia, i. 376. a deſcription of 


it, ibid. the ſuppoſed reſidence of the pro- 


phet Elias when he fled from Ahab, i. 377. 
near it the burying- place of ſome Mahom- 
medan prophets, i. 377. 
CARAZ A, an iſland on the Volga, appointed 
for quarantain, ii. 5. 
Caps, how ſaid to be invented, i. 229. the 
bad effects of that amuſement, i. 330. 
CAsAx, a journal from Moſco hither, i. 109. 
a city of importance for ſituation and pro- 
duction, 1. III. an admiralty-yard there, 
ibid. fly-boats and ſmacks building to be 
uſed on the Caſpian, ibid. an account of the 
country round this city, ibid. great plenty 
of tea here by caravans from China, i. 112. 
taken from the Tartars by the Ruſſians, ibid. 
CasBin, a deſcription of this city, ii. 128. for- 
merly well inhabited, but now ruined, 1i. 
230. the palace built here by Nadir Shah, 
I. 231. : 
CASPIAN-5SEA, the Engliſh attempt a trade 
from thence ta Perſia in queen Elizabeth's 
reign, i. 6. have a factory at Shirvan for that 
end, i. 7. this trade of ſhort continuance, i. 
8. a propoſal made by Mr. Elton to the 
Britiſh factors to open the Caſpian trade, i. 


13. a petition preſented to the regent of 


Perſia on that account, i. 27. the regent's 
decree to open this trade, i. 30. a memorial 
preſented to his majeſty's reſident at St. Pe- 
teriburg concerning it, 1. 35, &c. and or- 
dered to be laid before the commiſſioners of 
trade, i. 49. their repreſentation upon it, i. 


49, &c. oppoſed by the Eaſt-India and Tur- 


key companies, i. 53. an act of parliament 
obtained for this trade, i. 64. the Ruſſia 
company ſend factors into Ghilan, i. 6g. 
a ſhip built for the navigation of the Caſ- 
pian, i. I12. the. form of tke ſhips uſed on 
the Cafpian, i. 115. the author's voyage 

Eg 1 . NE. 
down the Volga to the C2i;an, i. 140. an 
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account oi the Cat lan, i. 142. its der 
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-when the Ruffians began to fail upon it, i. 
155. its riſing and falling, i. 155, 150. 
remarks on building ſhips on the Caſpian, 
i. 161. a deſcription of the coaſts and of 
the Caſpian, i. 392. how the Britiſh Caſpian 
trade was ruined, ii. 45. this trade prohi- 
bited by the Ruſſian court, ii. 74. reflexions 
on that event, ii. 82. repreſentation to the 
Britiſh conſul, ii. 83, 85. Ruſſia company 
endeayour to unite their two houſes in Ghi- 
tan, ii. 32. their letter to Van Mierop and 
Hanway on that ſubject, ii. 33. their — 
to Lord Tyrawley and Mr. Elton, ii. 34. 

letter from the factors there to thoſe in St. 
Peterſburg, ii. 88. — to their employers 
in London, ii. 93. — to the factors in St. 
Peterſburg concerning the diſtraction in Per- 

fra, ii. 97. britiſh factors return home, ii. 
100. a letter from the factors in St. Peterſ- 


burg to thoſe in Ghilan, ii. 86. the Engliſh 


ſactors plundered, ii. 89. propoſe to exchange 
European goods in Perſia for raw ſilk in Ruſſia, 
ii. 83. his majeſty's letter to Adil king of 
Perſia, ii. 95. the amount of this trade from 
its firſt eſtabliſhment, ii. ror. a general view 
of the trade in a letter to a friend, ii. 102. 
remarks on the behaviour of the Ruſſian reſi- 
dent and ſubjects on occaſion of the plunder, 
ii. 103, 104. a concluſion of its hiſtory, ii. 120. 
_ Cars, greatly valued in Perſia, i. 238. 
CHANCELER, Richard, recommended by Ed- 
Ward VI. to the princes of the earth, i. 2. 
diſcovers Archangel, i. 5. 


CHARLOTTENBURG, a palace near Berlin, ii. 
206. finiſhed in an elegant manner by the 


king of Pruſſia, ibid. 
CHINA raw filk, an act repealing the duties 
upon it, ii. 111. we 
CHRISTIANITY, the proper religion of man- 
kind, 1. 178. ſome of its chief principles, 1. 
177, 180, 181. the fundamental principle, 


that Jeſus is the Son of God, i. 181. the 


great happineſs it propoſes to man, 1. 185. 


CHRISTIANS, cenſured for falſe modeſty, i. 


339- are excelled by the Mahommedans in 


reverence to the name of the ſupreme Be- 


ing, i. 342. 
CIRCASELAN Tartars, part under RussiA and 
part under the Turks, i. 364. a curious well 
near a Circaſſian mountain, ibid. 
COLBERT, his ſcheme of eſtabliſning the 
French trade in Turkey, ii. 49. 
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CossAcks, a ſpecies of Tartars, i. 97. ſerve 
2 8 » 1. 98. a gallant and ſober peo- 
e, ibid. | 
Coonitas, Perſian, their habit, and arbitrary 
way of acting, i. 262. 
CREDULITY, reflexions on it, it. 1 * 
CRIM-TARTARS, tributary to the Ruſſians, i. 
129. the chief products of their lands, ibid. 
their particular ceremonies in marrying 
their daughters, ibid. 5 
C Rods TA Dr, the dry dock there contrived by 
Peter the Great, ii. 167. a deſcription of it, 
ii. 168. the town and iſland of this name de- 
ſcribed, ii. 168, 169. 


D. 


DA AA w, an iſland on the Caſpian, i. 135. 
Danes, their piety appears from the beha- 
viour of their ſoldiers; 1. 73. the number of 
ſoldiers kept by them, ibid. their trade, ibid. 
DanTz16, an account of it, il. 174. the ſol- 
diers of a civil behaviour, it. 176. thoſe un- 
der the pay of citizens more civil than thoſe 
under crowned heads, ibid. an account of 
the Lutheran church, arſenal, and fortifica- 
tion here, ii. 176, 177. a view of its trade, 
ii. 178. its exports and imports, ibid. its 
laws of commerce, ibid. the coins, weights, 
and meaſures, ii. 179, 180. the amount of 
the trade, ii. 180. Mo 
Dax G Ax, an iſland in the Caſpian ſea, i. 136. 
Dr, public thoughts on it. See BRITAIN. 
DELFT, its extent conſiderable, and ſituation 
agreeable, ii. 344- its number of inhabi- 
tants, ibid. has a chamber in the Eaſt-India 
company, and a rank in the aſſembly of the 
ſtates, ibid. | 
DxRBEND, a ay upon the ſhore of the Caſ- 
pian, i. 369. 
ander the Great, ibid. an account of it, i. 
309, &c. and of the country from thence 
to Baku, i. 376. 85 5 
Doss, theſe animals in great abomination in 
Perſia, i. 239. 


 DoryrT, watered by the river Embeck, i. 79. 


_ trades in flax and corn to Riga, ibid. 
DRESDEN, an equeſtrian ſtatue of Ayguſtus 
there, ii. 217. the dimenſions of the bridge, 
ibid. not ſo grand as that of Weſtminſter, 
ibid. the filver mines its chief trade, ii. 178. 
the 


uppoſed to be built by Alex - 


& D 
the number of inhabitants and ſoldiers, ii. 
218. the eſtabliſhed religion there, ii. 219. 
the Lutheran clergy and Reformed diſlike 
the countenance given to the Roman ca- 
tholics, ibid. eſteem it a groſs abſurdity for 
a proteſtant people to be governed by a Ro- 
miſh prince, ibid. the Romiſh chapel a 
pompous ſtructure, ii. 220. its curioſities 
in the eight apartments of the Grune Ge- 
wolbe, ii. 221, &c. and the twelve cham- 
bers of the Kuntskammar, ii. 223, &c. and 
the model of Solomon's temple, ii. 225. the 
king's gallery of pictures, ibid. the Chineſe 
gallery, and the quantity of porcelain con- 
— in it, 226. remarks upon the Saxon 
porcelain, ii. 228. the king's garden and 
orangery, ii. 231. 

DREss, in moſt countries neceſſary to gain re- 
ſpect, i. 277. ſome remarks upon it, ibid. 

the Oriental and European compared, i. 333. 
the probable opinion of the orientals con- 
— ſome parts of dreſs in Europe, 
ibid. 

DRuxkENNESS and gaming, puniſhable in the 
Pruſſian ſoldiers, ii. 211. 

DoE, one fought between two of the king's 
Hanoverian ſubjects, ii. 255. reflexions on 
this cuſtom, ii. 256, &c. incumbent on 
chriſtian princes to reſtrain it, ii. 256, 257. 
calling it an affair of honour, but a ſpecious 
name to colour a wicked action, 11. 257. 
this cuſtom ſtrikes at the fundamental laws 
of all ſociety, ii. 258. a criminal way of 

_ plunging into . 11. 259. inſtances, 

arguments, and diſſuaſives from this unrea- 
ſonable, injurious, and ſinful practice, ii. 
259, &C. 

Dorchux, acquiſition of riches the object 
of his attention, 11. 323. ſeldom retires to a 
contemplative life, ii. 324. 

DwExNAmoND, a caſtle near Riga, i. 74. 


E. 


EpwaRDd VI. his letter to kings and princes, 
to protect his ſubjects in diſcovering un- 
known countries, 1. 2. 


ELIZABETH, queen, her letter recommending 
Anthony Jenkinſon to the Sophi of Perſia, i. 6. 
ELTon, Mr. his propoſal to the Engliſh factors 
in St. Peterſburg in 1738, of a trade through 
Ruſſia into Perſia, i. 13. employed by the Ruſ- 
Vol. II. ET: 


E X. 


ſians as a ſea-captain, i. 14. he converſes with 
the Tar tars, i. 15. deſigns fome new com- 
mercial diſcovery, i. 16. ſets out on a voy- 
age with Mungo Græme, ibid. his journal 


from Moſco to Reſhd, i. 16, &c. he and 


Græme petition the regent of Perſia in be- 


half of the Britiſh merchants, i 27. the re- 
gent's decree for a trade with Perſia, i. 30. 
returns to St. Peterſburg, i. 34 delivers a 


memorial to the Britiſh miniſter there for 
eſtabliſhing the Caſpian trade, i 35. remarks 


on this memorial, i 42. farther ſteps taken 


author's journey to Perſia, ibid. engages to 


by him to eſtabliſh this trade, i. 49. had 


mary abilities, but wanted ſome neceſſa 
talents, i. 70. complaints againſt him by the 
Ruſſian court, i. 82. this the occaſion of the 


build ſhips on the Caſpian for Nadir Shah, 
i. 70, 82. diſſuaded by the author from theſe 


maritime enterpriſes, i. 165. under great 


difficulties in Nadir's ſervice, i. 162. but 
grows in his power with him, 1. 219. or- 


dered by the Shah againſt the Turkumans 


E 


who invade Perſia, i. 309, 319. in a low 
ſtate of health, i 320. by his engagement 
with the Shah the Caſpian trade in diſgrace 


in Ruſſia, i. 322. his engagement the ruin 
of that trade, 1. 323. quarrels with the au- 


thor, i. 324. ii. 13, 33. the Caſpian trade 
obſtructed and prohibited by Ruſſia, ii. 4, 42, 
45, 75, 76. endeavours uſed ih vain to re- 
concile him to the Ruſſian court, ii. 32. is 
urged to leave Perſia, ibid. propoſals made 
him to return to England, 54. his letters to 
Lord Tyrawley and the Caſpian traders, ii. 
36, 37. remarks on his conduct, and that 
of the Ruſſia company, 11. 39. a letter to 
him from the author, ii. 40. detained in 
Perſia by Nadir's decree, ii 45, 46 eſcapes 
an aflaflination, ii. 99. his fatal cataſtrophe, 
11. 119. ſhot to death, ii. 120. 


NGLISH, their Ruſſia trade encouraged by 


Peter the Great, i 12, 13. their merchants 


much regarded, ii. 157, 158. remarks on 


the conduct of Engliſh travellers abroad, ii. 
191, 192 deficient in regards to their coun- 
trymen, ibid the behaviour of an Englith 


| youth to a Dutch merchant, ii. 192. they 


know not the miſery of other nations, ii. 
213 preference of England to other coun- 
tries, ii. 234. their preachers noted for ora- 
tory, ii 250. the decline of reſpect to them 
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of very bad conſequence to religion, ibid. 
news concerning the Engliſh fleet in the 
Mediterranean, 1. 318 


EUROPEANS, the manner the Shah gives au- 


kinds of 


ern pro- 


dience to them, 1. 258. the ſeve 

European goods ſold in the no 

vinces of Perſia, ii I9, 20. f 
ExAMPLE, the prevalency of it, ii. 354. 


F. 


FACTORS abroad, reaſons againſt their being 
foreigners, 11. 161. 

FaiTH, particularly required in religion, i. 
180. humbles mens pride, i. 182, faith 
and good works neceſſary, i. 184. 

FixcH, honourable, Mr. his majeſty's minifter 
at St. Peterſburg, a memorial delivered to him 
by Mr Elton, 1. 35. which he tranſmits to 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, i. 49. | 

FINLAND, badly inhabited, i. 169. the in- 
habitants miſerably poor, ibid. 

FiRE, that called everlaſting Fire, near Baku, 


1 381. this extraordinary phænomenon par- 


G deſcribed, ibid. the Perſees, worlhip- 
pers of fire, driven out of Perſia, i. 384. 


 FoxTENoy, the behaviour of the Dutch in Z 
that battle artful and ungenerous, ii 340. 


reports concerning it at the Hague, ii. 341. 


FRENCH, formed a deſign of a trade from 


Archangel] over the Caſpian, 1. 10. make 


progreſs in the Levant trade, i. 59, 62. 


make a treaty of commerce with the Port, 
1. 62. their enterpriſing genius for promot- 
ing trade, ii. 49 endeavours in Portugal, 
ibid. the amount of their trade to Turkey 
for one year, ii. 50. French in baniſhment 
for duelling, 11. 257. their deſire of con- 
queſt, ii 37 3 
FRENCH-proteſtants, on the ſame footing with 
Britiſh ſubjects at Liſbon, it. 159 their 
riches center in England, ibid. have ſtrong 
connexions with the Eneliſh nation, ii. 160. 
FRIENDSHIP, reflexions on it, 1. 267, 


G. 


GAGARIN, a fenator, governor of Siberia, ii. 
146. accumulates a fortune by oppreſſing 
the China caravans, ibid. condemned and 
hanged at St. Peterſburg, ibid. 

GAMING, a great — in men of rank to 
indulge that paſſion, ii. 354. 


* 


GEBERs,. the EVERLASTING FIRE near Baku 


the object of their devotion, i 381. mark 
their foreheads with ſaffron, ibid. have a 
great veneration for a red cow, ibid. 


GEMAL-BEG, the meaning of that appella- 


tion, 11 45. given by the Shah to Mr. El- 
ton, ibid. 
GniLan, Mr. Elton preſents the regent of 
Perſia's decree for the Caſpian trade to the 
overnor, i. 34. factors ſent hither by the 
Ruſſia company, 1. 69. a quarrel here be- 
WO Mr. Elton and the Ruſſian conſul], i. 
. the women fair, 1. 272. a deſcription 
t the province of Ghilan, i. 279. produces 
the beſt and oreateſt 3 of ſilk, ii. 
16. 
Gop, incomprehenſible, therefore religion 
myſterious, i. 181. the firſt cauſe, and infi- 
nite in wiſdom, i. 185. 


GRRUu, Mr. in conjunction with Mr. Elton, 


i 16. they go into Perſia, ibid. 


Groves, the ancients uſed groves for the in- 


terment of the dead, 11. 173. 
H. 


Hacve, renowned for its political negotia- 
tions, 11. 326. the ſtreets broad, and houſes. 
well built, ii. 325, 320. people polite and 
eaſy in their carriage, ii. 326. the air whol- 
ſamer than in other places of the United 
Provinces, ibid. thsir churches, trade, and 


ſoldiery, ii. 327. 


HAHDGEE ZAMON, received the author with 


great politeneſs, 1 223 his reflexions on the 


miſeries of his country, ibid. his character 
of Nadir Shah, ibid 


HAHDOEE ABDULCRIM at Caſbin, his re- 


flexions concerning Nadir Shah, i. 231, 
2 | 
Hates » MVR. A MAHOMMED reprieved, 2 
30 
Was. a town ſubject to Pruſſia, ii 229 fa- 
mous for its ſchools and univerſity, ibid. 
HAMADAN, the burying- place of queen Eſt- 
her and Mordecai, i i. 240. now Nadir's re- 
politory of cannon and artillery, it. 241. 
HAMBURG, the BRITISH factory no natura- 
lized ſubjects here, ii 159. winch is an ad- 
vantage to Great Britain, ii 160. the paſ- 
ſage of the Elbe to this city, ii 272. the 
Britiſh factory here polite and hoſpitable, ii. 


273. 


grails ner hes ee, ee Meer et aa, 


* D 


273. incorporated into a company, ii. 274. 
its ſituation for trade, ii. 275. miniſters 
from moſt of the princes in Europe, ii. 275. 
ſugar-baking and calico-printing the greateſt 
manufactures here, ibid. the number of in- 
habitants, ii. 276 governed by four burgo- 
maſters, ii. 276, 277. the number of pariſhes 


and churches, ii. 277. the religion eſtabliſn- 


ed is Lutheran, ibid. the regular forces in 
this city, ibid. its fortifications ſtrong, but 
the jealouſy of princes its greateſt ſecuri- 
ty, ibid. their gardens in the Dutch taſte, 
11. 278. their houſes ſo built that ſhips may 
unload into their warehouſes, ibid. conſi- 
dered with reſpect to Germany what Am- 
ſterdam is to Europe, ibid. the number of 
ſhips belonging to this town, ii 279. their 
Current coin, ibid its trade diminiſhed, and 
the reaſons of it, ii. 280. 

HAMILTON, maid of honour to the empreſs 
of Ruſſia, ii. 144. her crimes and execution, 
ibid. a great mixture of juſtice and compaſ- 
paſſion in Peter the Great's behaviour on 

this occaſion, ibid. 

HANO VER, an account of that electorate, ii. 
247, 248. the inhabitants under a milder 
government than that of Brandenburg, ii. 

248. the hunting- palace at Ghoerd, ibid. 


the town and king's ſtables, ibid. the pa- 


O 


lace diſtinguiſhed by rich tapeſtry, il. 251. 


open table kept here, ibid. his majeſty's 


forces and revenues, ii 251, 252. greatly 
beloved by his ſubjects, ii 253. 

HARLEM, the ſtage-boats very commodious 
for travelling, 11. 322. noted for the manu- 
factory of linen, ibid. the hiſtory of this 
town, ibid. the cruelty of the Spaniards to 
the inhabitants, ii 323 lays claim to the 
invention of printing, ibid. ; 

HELVvoET-SLUYS, the port whence the Har- 
wich packet-boats ſet off, ii 346, 348. a 


good harbour here, but the town inconſi- 


derable, ibid ten ſhips of war here, ii 347. 
one packet only remembered to be loſt be- 
twixt Helvoet and Harwich, ii 348. 
HERRING-FISHERY, a ſource of riches, and 
gives employment to a great number of 
hands, ii 301. the kings of Great Britain 
had formerly this affair under conſideration, 
| H. 301, 302. ſelf-preſervation, and a regard 
to the poor, ought to quicken to the conſi- 
deration of this affair, 11. 302. 


= © 


HERENHAUSEN, its diſtance from Hanover, 
11. 352. an account of that palace, ibid. 

HoLLAND, a treaty with the United Provinces 
refuſed by Ruſſia on the plan of Great Bri- 
tain, ii. 157. the dykes in Holland a great 
defence againſt the water, ii. 197. when ſec- 
veral places were overflowed, and thouſands 
periſhed in this country, 297. they can lay 
their country under water at any time, it. 
298. the taxes and revenues of Holland, 
and the other provinces, ii. 298. their taxes 
and revenues compared with thoſe of Great 
Britain, ii. 298, 299. the province of Hol- 


land faid to pay half the tax of the whole 


ſeven, ii 298, they acquire riches both by 
commerce and fiſhery, ii. 299. their riches. 
acquired by induſtry, ibid. reaſons for the 
diminution of their trade, ii 300 the Dutch 


have the balance of trade with Great Bri-- 


tain in their favour, ibid. their herring- 


fiſhery a ſource of riches, ii 301. their pub- 


lic credit and that of Great Britain conſi- 
dered, ii 307. the Dutch do not think the 
civil offices contemptible, ii 308. the Unit- 
ed Provinces compared with Great Britain, 


11. 308, &c. the pay and number of the ſol- 


diery, ii 327. Sir William Temple's cha- 
rater of the United Provinces, ii, 331. a 
burleſque character of them, ibid general 


obſervations upon them, ii 332, &c food in- 


uſe among the common people, ii 335 not 
much given to amour, ibid. not pleaſed to 
have their wives mentioned in company, ii. 
336. their following the ſteps of the Spa- 


niards in cruelty, ibid. their preſent ſituation 


dangerous and uncertain, ii. 337. often pre- 
ſerved by the immediate hand of God, ibid. 
their conduct in the laſt war unjuſtifiable, ii. 
338, 339. their partiality to France, ii. 


339, &c. their behaviour at the battle of 


Fontenoy artful and ungenerous, ii 340. 
their opinions with rezard to Great Britain, 


i. 339, &c. their naval ſtrength in a great 


decline, ii. 347. 
HoLSTEiN, duke of, ſends an embaſly to the 
king of Perſia, i 11 the ambaſſador's ſhip 
wrecked, ibid. had no ſucceſs in obtaining tlie 
raw ilk of the northern provinces, :bid 


St. HUBERTSBURG, a palace of the Saxon court 


for hunting, ii. 233. this palace large, but 
not magnificent, ibid. 


St Hu- 
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HusBANnDs, tenderneſs and polite behaviour 
neceſſary to their happineſs, i. 269. 

HussARs, many ſquadrons of them in the 
Pruffian ſervice, ii. 208. their armour and 
clothing, ibid. a piece of villany committed 
by one of them, ii. 209. 

HynDpFoRD, Earl of, attentive to the commer- 
cial intereſt of the Britiſh merchants, ii. 85. 
obtains an order from the Ruſſian court to 
ſecure the effects of the Caſpian traders, ibid. 


| 


IBRAHIM dethrones his brother Adil Shah, 
11. 97. puts to death 53 of the plun- 
der of the Britiſh factory, ii. 105. 

IDLENEss, human nature diſgraced by its per- 
nicious conſequences, ii. 18. 

JEALousv, who given to that paſſion, i. 275. 
thoughts concerning the evil eftects of it, ibid. 

TENK1NSON, firſt hoiffs the banner of England 

on the Caſpian ſea, i. 5. encouraged by the 
merchants adventurers, 1. 6. recommended 


by queen Elizabeth to the king of Perſia, 


ibid. returns home without ſuccels, i. 7. 
Jesus CHRIS, both God and man, i. 178. 


his religion propagated by other means than 
that of Mahommed, i. 179 his doctrine 


points out the true path to happineſs, i. 183. 
Jews, propheſies of the diſſolution of their go- 
vernment a proof of the chriſtian religion, 1. 
178. deſire to be admitted into the Turkey 
trade, ii. 63. what ſaid for it, and againſt it, 
ibid. 
IxpusTRY, its many good conſequences, ii. 
118. reflexions on the want of it, ii. 126. 
 Injurigs, a mind ſuperior to them recom- 


mended, i 264 proceed from weakneſs or 


wickedneſs, ibid 
INSURANCE, reflexions on it, ii. 200. 


IRoN, encouragement given to our American 


colonics in regard to that commodity, ii. 
124. of the Swediſh and Ruſſian iron, ibid. 
IARELIGION, the ordinary ſource of national 
calamities, 11. 359. 
IsFAHAN and Caſbin not ſo conſiderable as 
formerly, 1. 230. . 


K. 


K ALIB KHAN, a broker of ſilk, made admiral 


of the Caſpian ſea, i. 337. various inſtances 
of his great cruelty, ibid, 


D 
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KARI, elected king of Lahijan, i. 324. taken 
priſoner, and put to a remarkable death, ibid. 

KEI TN, field-marſhal, governor of Berlin, ii. 
193. his opinion about the late rebellion, 

ibid. wounded at Otczakow, ibid. engaged 

in commercial, as well as military . 
ibid. 

Keira, Mr. formerly obliged to leave Pruſ- 
ſia for his regard to the preſent king, ii. 202. 
the king's behaviour to him on his return, 
ibid. of Scotch extraction, but now in alle- 
giance to Pruſſia, ibid. | 

KHAL Mucks, their ſettlements and habita- 

tions, i. 139. their miſerable way of living, 
ibid. plunder a barge ſent up the Volga, and 
murder the crew, ii. 2. | 

KISL AR, the country from hence to Reſhd 
under ſubjection to Ruſſia, i 366. 


KoLUMNA, a ſhort account of it, i. 95. 


IL. 


LAHIIAN, a city in Ghilan, 1. 23. 
LANG AROOD, the author arrives here, i, 


263. naval preparations here for an expe- 
dition to Balkhan, ibid. the fiſh found in the 
river here eſteemed by the Perſians, i. 281. 
good anchoring ground here, i. 396. 
Lancuepoc, meaſures taken here for pro- 
moting the French trade to Turkey, ii. 49. 


Laeis LAZUL1, where found, i. 188. 


Laws, much wreſted to promote the purpoſes 
of lawyers, ii. 146, law-cauſes not length- 
ened in Pruſſia, ii 205. the great evil of it 
in other countries, ii. 206. 


 Letps16, a town of great trade in Saxony, ii. 


236. three fairs kept annually here, ii 237. 
the number of inhabitants, ibid the Lu- 
theran the eſtabliſhed religion, ibid. their 
- churches, ibid. a deſcription of this town, ii. 
2.38. 5 
LE < noted for its antiquity and univerſity, 
11 324. and for a manufactory of woollen 
cloth, 11: 325. not ſufficiently ſupplied with 
water, ibid. once ſo beſieged by the Spa- 
niards, that the women performed the mili- 
tary duty, ibid. providentially delivered by 


count Naſſau, ii 325. 


% 


LIEBEREK VN, diſtinguiſhed at the Pruſſian court 


for phyſic and natural philoſophy, it. 184. 

of an amiable character, and reſpected by 

the king, ibid, 
LIiNGEN, 


0 


Lincen, a town in W. ia, on the death 
of king William III. devolved to the houſe 
of Brandenburg, u. 287. 

Love, public, brought into action by a vir- 
tuous example, it. 365. reflexions on public 
love, ii. 365, &c. | 

LUTHER, his interment and monument at 
Wittenburg, ii. 215. 

Luxury, what may be called by that name, 
11. 281. 1 


MacDEBURG.. the Reformed and Lutheran 
Churches here, ii. 241. the town formerly 
burnt by count Tilly, ibid. the ſtory of 1200 
virgins drowning themſelves to preſerve 
their chaſtity, ibid. its great magazines, ibid. 


its floating mills, 242. its fortifications re- 


markable, ibid. 
MaLTon, Lord, his reception at the court of 
Berlin, ii. 90. of an amiable character, ibid. 
ManommMEDANs, ſome of their notions, i. 
177, 178. their religion propagated with 
fire and ſword, i. 179. their ſenſual gratifi- 
cations, 1. 184. their exorbitant ſuſpicions of 
their women, i. 268. punctual and attentive 
in devotion, 1. 342. mention the name of 
the ſupreme Being with reverence, ibid. 
teach reſignation by example, i. 198. great 
predeſtinarians, i. 237. 
MAHOMMED KHAN, his character, i. 222. 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, his character 
and cruel intentions, 1. 300. the author re- 
tuſes to comply with his demands, 1. 313. 
Man, freedom eſſential to his nature, i. 73. 
his nature corrupted, ibid. obedience to his 


maker his higheſt felicity, i. 174. for what 


end reaſon was given him, i. 175. 


MANUFACTURES, woollen, the advantages of 


them, ii. 55. remarks on them, ii. 55, 56. 
cloth manufactures in England and France 
greatly increaſed; il. 281. linen manufac- 
tures greatly improved in Scotland and Ire- 
land, n. 288. 
Marriace, ſcheme for it, i. 270. marriages 
in Europe compared with thoſe in Aſia, i. 
268, &c. 
MATTHEUSE, his paſſport an idea of oriental 
language, and Perſian folly, i. 221. 
MAZANDERAN, this province more healthful 
than Ghilan, i. 284. it produces cotton and 
fugar, ibid. 
Ve. II. 


S 


Ms155Ev, the beauties of that country, it. 
2235. the porcelain-manufacture in the caſtle 


here, ii. 235. the ſecrecy with which it is 
A, ibid. 

MERrcaanr, the profeſſion intitled to regard, 

11. 121. its temptations, ii. 122. how conſi- 

dered by the Greeks, ibid. the uſe merchants 
may make of travelling, ii. 349, 350. 

MEenseiLLes, a port of great advantage for 
the Levant trade, ii. 50. 

MEscntp, the caravan, in its way thither, 
plundered, i. 197. deſigned to be the great 
mart of the Caſpian trade, i. 337. the diſ- 
tances and appearances of the country from 
Caſbin to Meſched, i. 357, &. 

Militia, thoughts on it, ii. 369, 370. 

Mona, its import into England diminiſhed, 
ji. 51. | 

n the wild boar hunted by the Sax- 
on court near this palace, ii. 216. 


 Mon-81Jov, the reſidence of the queen- mother 


of Pruſſia, ii. 187. 

Money, often employed to bad purpoſes, it. 
121. 3 
MoxorolIEs, ungrateful to the people of a free 
ſtate, ii. 58. 1 
Mosco, a journal from hence to Reſhd, 1. 16. 


built after the eaſtern manner, i. 92. its 
circumference, ibid. this city hath often 


ſuffered by fires, i. 94. the reſpectful man- 
ner of addreſs here, ibid. the author's jour- 


ney thither from Aſtrachan, ii. 6. and from 


Moſco to St. Peterſburg, ii. 12. 


Murxs, dear but uſeful animals in Perſia, i. 


224. | | 
8 H, or Perſian prieſt, converſation with 
the author at L „i. 265. his doctrine 
plainly on the chriſtian ſcheme, ibid. not for 
polygamy, ibid. his notions of marriage, 
temperance, and drefs, i. 265, 270, &c. 


Municn, count, his raſh conduct at Dantzig, 


M178. -- 


 Muxrxray, Mr. his diſcourſe before the Sacra- 


ment at Hamburg, ii. 273. greatly beloved 

here, 1. 274-- 

USTAPHA KHAN, his obliging conduct to 
the author, i. 255. 


N. 


Nadin, king of Perſia, his deſign of building 
ſhips on the Caſpian, i, 161. his ſoldiers no- 
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tion of him, i. 240. the number of men in 
his camp, i. 240. how he travels when ſick, 
L 250. his rear-guard, ibid. his ſtanding 
forces, i. 251. jeſts with a malefaCtor in the 
article of death, i. 254. other inſtances of 
his cruelty, i. 137, 256, 257. a ſtory ſhew- 
ing his exorbitant demands on his ſubjects, 
zi. 209. indefatigable in buſineſs,” i. 258. 
publiſhes an ordinance, making it death to 
corrupt another man's wife, i. 271. the mi- 
litary, civil, and eccleſiaſtical government in 
his reign, i. 235, 236. a prince of great ſe- 
verity, i. 337. his cruelty in cauſing 500 
mens eyes to be put out at one time, i. 371. 
the great oppreſſion of his government, i. 
3091. his decree for detaining Mr. Elton, ii. 
45. ſends a commiſſary into Ruſna with a 
cargo of raw ſilk, ii. 46. his decree concern- 
ing the ſeizure made by Elton, ii 73. he is 
become the dread of Aiia, ii. 85. is killed 
in his tent, ibid. conſequences of his death, 
it. 87. ſuccceded by his nephew, ibid. 
NaParTHONI2, in this iſland wells of naptha, 


i. 123. it abvunds in ſheep, and other uſeful 


Animals, ibid. 

NAR va, the capital of Eſtonia, well fortified, 
i. 80. its trade moſtly in flax and timber, 
ibid. 1 

NASEER AGA, rewarded by Nadir for his ſer- 
vices in the Aſtrabad rebellion, i. 305. 

NATURAL religion, what fo called, i. 175. 

NATURALIZATION, complaints of the mer- 
chants, ii. 151. particularly againſt foreigners 
without an intention of continuing in the 


kingdom, ii. 153, &c. largely conſidered, ii. 
157, &c. a reſtrictive clauſe propoſed to fo- 


reigners, ii. 163. reaſons for ſuch an act, ii. 


105. 


NATURE, what notion to be formed of it, i. 


174, 176. what meant by its corruption, i. 
170. 8 N 


O. 


OLD MEN, their diſcourſes much attended to 


in Perſia, i. 224. 
ORANGE, prince of, a faction in Holland a- 
ainſt his being ſtadt-holder, ii. 327. the 
Rach ſtadt-holder of that illuſtrious family, 
ji. 328. his five predeceſſors founded and 
preſerved that republic, ibid. his good cha- 


1 
racter, ii. 329. the memory of this excellent 
prince, ii. 330. oh 


Ox, great variety of it in the dominions of 
the duke of Brunſwic and elector of Saxony, 


ii. 243. a conſiderable part of their revenues, 


of 


PERSIA, the king favourable to the Engliſh, i. 
10. eſteems the king of Great Britain as the 
head of the worſhippers of Jeſus Chriſt, ibid. 
a view of the trade from Perſia to Turkey, 
1. 43, 44. the intelligence irregular there, i. 


219. Nadir a great prince, i. 231. the cala- 


mitous condition of Perſia under him, i. 233, 
234. the towns on the frontiers of Turkey 
in great deſolation, i. 236, 239. barbarous 
puniſhments there, 1. 257. the country uncul- 
tivated, i. 259. their marriages and domeſtic 
{lavery of the women, i. 265, &c. women con- 
ſidered as much inferior to men, i. 273. the 


governors of cities arbitrary, i. 336. ſevere 


puniſhments inflicted on them, ibid. an ex- 


traordinary inſtance of cruelty, i. 337. the 


Turkiſh language the moſt common in Per- 
ſia, i. 343. the Perſic chiefly known in the 


ſouthern parts, ibid. its military force, ii. 26. 


its revenues, ibid. its ſtate with reſpect to 


commerce, 25, &c. remarks thereupon as 


carried on by the French, Dutch, Ruſſians, 


and Armenians, ii. 27, &c. a freſh rebellion 


in Perſia, ii. 39. wanton plunder of the re- 
bels at Reſhd, ii. 91. the current money 
here, ii. 94. inteſtine commotions here, 
ii. 106. 
PERJURY, reflexions on it, i. 313. 
PERSIANS, their manner of ſhip-building, i. 
148, 149. their artful diſpoſition, i. 170; 
their manner of converſation, i. 186. their 
ignorance of the affairs of Europe, i. 189, 
190. fond of aſtrology, i. 238. inſtances of 
their ſuperſtition, i. 238, 239, 240. their 
manner of eating, i. 223, 224. their ſtate 
with regard to rebellion, i. 223. their horſes 
not equal to the Arabians, ibid. a deſcription 
of their camp, 245. the tents of the princi- 
pal miniſters and officers in the front near 
the Shah, ibid. the Shah's and his ladies 
tents deſcrived, 1. 246. one quarter of 
them occupied by the eunuchs and fe- 


male 


nn 1 


male flaves, ibid. the manner of the wait- 
ing of the Perſian officers, i. 247. how 
ſupplied with proviſions, i. 248. remarks on 
the Perſian camp, i. 255, &c. the Perſians 
may marry for a ſhort time, i. 266. igno- 
rant in maritime affairs, i. 282. given to 
ſpirituous liquors, 1. 290. their ſuperſtitious 
apprehenſions, i. 309. their perfidy and ve- 
nality, i. 312. cruelty and wickedneſs, i. 
314. the nature of their ink, paper, and 
ſeals, i. 317. their pride, i. 318. eſteem 
it a pollution to touch a dead body, i. 321. 
their funerals, ibid. their calamitous ſtate, i. 
327. their perſons, i. 328. their genius, 
character, and diet, i. 329, 330. their hoſ- 
pitality, i. 330. exceſſive in their compli- 
ments, ibid. ſeem to exceed the chriſtians in 
reſignation, i. 331. their dreſs compared with 
3 1. 332, &c. neglect moral du- 
ties, 1. 335. their government monarchical, 
ibid. their lives not regarded in order to gra- 
tify their vicious inclinations, ibid. their re- 
ligion, i. 338, &c. their manner of devotion, 
i. 341. much inclined to ſuperſtition, i. 342. 


CN the Europeans have two eyes, 


and themſelves but one, 1. 344. in great ig- 
norance, ibid. their ancient religion, 1. 379. 
founded by Zoroaſter, ibid. paid a particular 
veneration to the ſun, ibid. their meaſures, 
weights, and coins, ii. 20, 21. 
PETER the GREAT, emperor of Ruſſia, in the 
infancy of his power, i. 11. a great encou- 
rager of commercial ſchemes, i. 46. had a 
fleet of veſſels on the Caſpian, i. 115. his 


attention to commerce, i. 188. his chara- 


Cter admired by the world, his memory dear 


to the Ruſſians, ii. 141. lamented the igno- 


rance and barbarity of his country, ibid. re- 


reſolved to deſerve a crown, ii. 141. en- 


ters as a common carpenter at Amſter- 


dam, ii. 142. cruelty not juſtly imputed 


to him, it. 243. of an amorous diſpoſition, 
ibid. his petuliar behaviour at an execution, 
ii. 144. reproaches himſelf for ſtriking one 


of his officers, ii. 145. his natural impetuo- 


ſity tempered with tenderneſs, ibid. his be- 
haviour to his vice-chancellor, ii. 146. diſ- 
liked grandeur. in apparel, ii. 147. watched 
his people, ii. 148. converſes with all thoſe 
of whom he could learn any thing uſeful, ii. 
149. countenances.merchants, ibid. particu- 


larly regarded Engliſh merchants, li. 157. 


E X. 


had convulſive diſtortions of his head, ii. 
150. the time of his birth and death, ibid. 
PETERHOFF, the empreſs of Ruſſia's palace, 

11. 167. its water-works compared to thoſe 
of Verſailles, ibid. its ſituation, and extenſive. 

proſpect, ibid.. OR 

Sr. PETERSBURG,.a regularly built city, i. 82. 
a letter from the Britiſh factors there to the 
factors at Ghilan, ii. 86. and one from thoſe 

of Ghilan to them of their being plundered 
by the rebels, ii. 88. an anſwer to that let- 
ter, ii. 92. the Britiſh factory here, ii. 123. 
its exports and imports, ii. 125, 126.. the 
court ſplendid here, ii. 130. the palace near 


the admiralty, 11. 131. the great perſonages 
ity founded 


who compoſe it, ii. 132. this city fou 


by Peter the Great, ii. 135, 136. he and his 


empreſs buried in the church in the citadel, 

11. 135. 5 
PLAGUE, the Ruſſian conſul repreſents that 

there is a plague at Caſhan, ii. 3. ſhips per- 


form quarantain, ibid. the ceremonies the. 
people pals through, ii. 5. 
POLITICAL affairs, the difficulty of paſſing a 


true judgment, 11. 351. 
PoRCELAIN, a great manufacture in Saxony, 


ii. 228. the great number employed, and 


their pay, ibid. the great ſecrecy it is con- 
ducted with, ibid. 


PoRTUGUESE, their former trade to the Eaſt- 
Indies, now in the hands of the Dutch, ii. 


300. 


PoMERANIA, ſtrictneſs of diſcipline in all the 
towns, ii. 181. this country ſandy betwixt 


Dantzig and Berlin, ii. ibid. 

PosTIL1ONs, in Germany, wear the liveries 
of the country, ii. 242. not polite to ſtran- 
gers, ibid. : 

PosTMASTER, in Perſia, challenged unjuſtly 
by Nadir, i. 262. ſtabs himſelf, ibid. 

PoTsDam, the favourite palace of the king of 
Pruſſia, ii. 200. the town here regular, and 
the palace elegant, ibid. the king's guards, 
men of great ſtature, quartered here, ibid. 

PRAYER, at the time of the rebellion at Aſ- 
trabad, i. 197. the manner the Perſian prieſts 

ray, i. 339. 

PII — * on their characters, ii. 

196, 197. conſidered as men and kings, ibid. 


expoſed to flattery, ii. 197. their vices to be 


ſpoken of in a proper manner, ibid. 


Pros- 
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ProOSPPRITY, often has a bad influence on our 
minds, i. 199. 


PRuss 1A, king of, his palace at Berlin, ii. 185, 


194. his library, cabinet of curioſities, cha- 


1, and opera-houſe, ii. 186, 187. amuſe- 
1 a 188. his character, ii. 198, 
&c. the ſtrict diſcipline of his army, ii. 199, 
200. the oeconomy of his government, and 
perſonal expence, ii. 200. his perſon and 


manner of life, ii. 201. treats his mother 


with great reſpect, ibid. his diſpatch of buſi- 
| neſs, ii. 203. his delight in muſic, ii. 204. 
his guards, and the number of his troops, 11. 
208. vigilance to inliſt ſoldiers over all Ger- 
many, ibi their arms, clothing, exerciſe, 
and pay, li. 209, &c. 

_ * Yn 
PRuss IA, queen-mother, ſiſter to the king of 
Great Britain, ii. 187. her palace elegantly 


furniſhed, ibid. has a good library of books, 


the king's revenues, 


ibid. ſpends much of her time in her ſtudy, 


ibid. 


REBELLION, breaks out in the province of Af. 
trabad, i. 192. the City taken by the rebels, 


1. 196. the author's caravan plundered, i. 


197. cruelties exerciſed on the rebels, 1. 
297, 298. ſecret cauſes of the rebellion, 1. 


300. a battle fought by the rebels, i. 303. 


their treachery, i. 316. 

RELIGION, known by its fruits, i. 178. ſome 
part of it myſterious and incomprehenſible, 
1. 181. arguments proving this, ibid. articles 
the Perſians believe, i. 339. their religion 
confounded with abſurd fables, ibid. 

RENCHILD, general, preſented with a ſword 

by Peter the Great for a remarkable ſaying, 

© Wb 143 1 SE 

ela, the chief city of Ghilan, i. 280. the 
air hurt by the inundation of the Caſpian, 
id. - 

 RevErl, formerly a free town, and one of the 
greateſt in the Baltic, ii. 170. its imports, ii. 
171. the Lutheran churches there, a place 
of interment, ii. 172. reflexions on burying 
in churches, ibid. | 

RIO A, the metropolis of Livonia, of great 
conſequence, 1. 76. taken from the Swedes 
by Peter the Great, ibid. its commodities, 
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and the many ſhips it loads, i. 77. their 
meaſures, 1. 79. | 
RisHTAs, worms ſo called in Tartary, i. 343. 
Roms, once the miſtreſs of the world, its pre- 
| ſent degenerate condition, ii. 362. 
RoTTERDAM, next in * 3 ii. 
its advantages n at City, ii. 
£404 its trade, did. has a good Bier Wa 
lately finiſhed, ibid. its great church where 
the monuments of the: ſea-officers are, ibid. 
on the great bridge Eraſmus's ſtatue, ibid. 
the Britiſh factory there compoſed chiefly of 
North Britons, ibid. a Scotch church there, 
ibid. and an Engliſh regular church, ii. 346. 
the factors hoſpitable, ii. 346. 


Russ 1A, the 1 merchants obtain a char- 
hilip and queen Mary, i. 5. 


ter from king 


petition the parliament for Perſian filk to be 
purchaſed in Ruſſia, ii. 112. an act obtained 
for that end, ii. 113. reflexions on the act, 
ii. 117. the trade and chief commodities of 
Ruſſia, ii. 133, &c. the produce of Great 
Britain neceſſary to her, ii. 127. the coins, 


weights, and meaſures here, ii. 127, &c. re- 


markable events, it. 229. the grand appear- 
ance of the great duke's marriage, ii. 130. 
its improvement in grandeur and learning, 


ibid. the firſt ſubje& the great duke of Rul- 


ſia, ii. 132. the qualities of their women, ii. 
133. the Greek faith the eſtabliſhed religion 
here, ii. 135. taſte of building here, ii. 136. 
drinking the vice of Ruſſia, ii. 149. a view of 
the revenues and taxes, ii. 130, 137. number of 
inhabitants, ii. 138. their military force and 
genius of their ſoldiery, ibid. the nature of 
their climate, ii. 138, 139. their ſtoves, ii. 

139. the dreſs uſed in this country, ii. 140. 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh factory 
in Ruſſia, ii. 15 1. conſider the Engliſh na- 
tion as their real friends, ii. 158. the Ruſſia 
company free, ii. 155. the naval power of 
Ruſtta, fl. 168. * 

Russ rA court, makes complaints againſt Mr. 
Elton, i. 82. the manner in which the em- 
preſs travels, ii. 13. prohibits the Britiſh 
Caſpian trade, ii. 74. the decree of the em- 
preſs for that end, ibid. remarks on the let- 
ters of the Ruſſian conſul on which the de- 

cree was founded, ii. 79, &c. a journal of 

the Ruſſian embaſſy into Perſia, i, 360, 369. 
the empreſs Elizabeth Petrowna brought to 


the 


* 
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the throne'by a remarkable revolution, iL 
13 g an account of her perſon and character, 
ibid. 


1 


SABBATH, the duty of obſerving it ſtrictly 
commanded, ii. 273. E 
SACRAMENT, reflexions on it at Hamburg, ii. 
273, 274. 
SADOC AGA, a rebel, chief at Aſtrabad, robs 
the author, i. 298. ſent priſoner to Aſtrabad, 
ii. 299, puniſhed in a cruel manner, ibid. 
SAL Tz A, in Saxony, famous for refining falt, 
. 40. | 
SALTZDAHLEN, a palace of the duke of 
Brunſwic, ii. 245. famous for a gallery of 


pictures, ii. 246. an account of ſome of 


them, ibid. ; 
SANS SOUCI, a deſcription of that palace in 
Brandenburgh, ii. 213. 
SAXONY, the heavy taxes in that coun- 
try, ii. 213. many villages and towns, ii. 
216. hunting the prevailing faſhion, ibid. 
_ diſtreſs in Saxony by the multiplicity of deer, 
ibid. ſome particulars relating to the king 
of Pruſſia after his victories in Saxony, ii. 
219. remarks on the government of Saxony, 
ji. 229. expences of the court, and national 
debt, ii. 231. revenues and taxes, ii. 232. 
the miſeries of it by the war, ii. 233. 2 
character of the ſovereign, ibid. conſtant to 
his conſort, ibid. the Saxons have a taſte 
for muſic and poetry, ii. 234. great ſecurity 
in travelling, ii. 240. owing to parents in- 
ſtilling early impreſſions of religion, ibid. 
SHAHROKH, prevails over Ibrahim king of 
Perſia, ii. 105. the king being petitioned, 
writes to him, 11. 106, - 
 SHAMAKIE, metropolis of Shirvan, i. 386. 
SHIRLEY, embaſſador from England in 1626 
to the king of Perſia, i. 10. the declarations 
made to him, ibid. 
SILESIA, of great conſequence to the king: of 
Pruſſia, it. 22. hs 
SILK, the charges of ſhipping on the Caſ- 
pian for London, i. 46. the quantity and 
different ſorts: of ſilk in the northern parts of 
Perſia, ii. 15, 16. manner of ordering ſilk- 
worms, ii. 17. and of buying ſilk in Ghilan, 
ii. 18. an act to encourage the growth of it 
Vo I. II. = 


E EX 


in our American plantations, ii. 207. an act 


for purch Perſian filk in Ruſſia, ii. 114. 
the benefit of the ſilk manuſactory very con- 
ſiderable, ii. 117, 118. i 

SOLDIERS in Perſia, what pay given to them 
by Nadir Shah, i. 253. buy their clothing 


of him at an extravagant price, ibid. what 


armour they carry, ibid. 


STABT-HOLDER, the expediency of one in 


the United Provinces. ii. 328. in the infancy 
of William III. this dignity annulled, is. 
328. the terror of the French armies ob- 


liged the ſtates to chooſe this ru ibid. af- 


ter his deceaſe the dignity ſuffered to expire, 
ibid. a French army being at hand, this dig- 


nity conferred on the prince of Orange, 


ibid. his authority confined, ii. 330. the ap- 

pointment of the ſtadt-holder, ibid. 
STARGARD, the metropolis of Pruſſian Pome- 

rania, ii. 182. one cathedral and three re- 
formed churches here, tbid. ; 


STOLPE, military diſcipline here, and in o- 


ther towns of the Pruſſian dominions, ii. 
181. | 


SUBSIDIES, the great ſum the French pay 


yearly to Pruſſia, and other princes, ii. 354. 
SUICIDE, not common in Perſia, i. 262. 
SUMPTUARY laws, eaſily eſtabliſhed in arbi- 

trary countries, ii. 126. thought eſſential to 

the good of. the ſtate, ii. 130. 


* 


TarTaRs, Khalmucks, a barbarous ſort of 


people, i. 100. their arms and food, i. 
101. worſhip images, ibid. in fine weather 
careſs their deities, ibid. difficult to trade 
with the Ouſbegs, 1. 188. their-treachery to 
the Ruſſians, i. 189. Kirgeeſe, their fitua- 


tion, i. 347, 348. live in tents, and feed 


on horſe-fleſh, ii. 348. Leſgees, their cha- 
racer, and country, 1. 372. their govern- 
ment, ibid. obſerve the rules of hoſpitality, 


i.-373- their perſons, and dreſs, ibid. their 


religion, ſoil, and. trade, i. 374. Turku- 
mans, their habit.and countenance, 1. 202. 
given to robbery, ibid. raiſe great diſtur- 
bances at Aſtrabad, i. 203, 204. their. cha- 
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"TuRKEy, this compan 
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rater, i. 303. their numbers on the eaſt- 
_ coaſt of the Caſpian, i. 304. 
'TenTs, what the Perſian tents are made of, i. 
wy a particular deſcription of them, i. 


De THOU, his remarks on the Enpliſh trade 
into Perſia in queen Elizabeth's reign, i. 9, 
10. | 


| Topacco, the Perſians very fond of it, i. 171. 


their particular way of ſmoking, ibid. 
"TRADE, by Nadir's tyranny, and other cir- 


cumſtances, in a bad ſituation in Perſia, ii. 


trade, 11. 60. 
"TRAVELLING, reflexions| on the uſe of it, ii. 
350, &c. 


25. the great advantages of an oriental 


poſal of a trade to Perſia by the Caſpian, i. 
53. ſeveral merchants make complaints to 
the houſe of commons on this account, i. 54. 
this company in a declining ſtate, i. 59. ii. 
51. they preſent a memorial to the ſ 
of ſtate, ibid. the beginning and progreſs of 


this trade, ii. 48. the factories eſtabliſhed in 


"Turkey, ibid. the reaſons of its decline con- 
ſidered, ii. 51, 52. it does not appear that 
an unreſtrained liberty of trade would-afford 


relief, ii. 51. a computation of the imports 


of this trade, ii. 54. the great advantages of 
it, ii. 55. the interpoſition of the crown ne- 
_ ceſlary, ii. 58, 63., the neceſſity of regula- 
tions in that trade, ii. 59. in what propor- 
tion it decayed for five years, ii. 62. the 
Jews deſiring to be admitted into this trade, 
conſidered, it. 63. a bill propoſed to parlia- 
ment for enlarging and regulating this trade, 
ii. 64. it paſſes the commons, but is thrown 
out by the lords, ii. 70. 
TwWEkRE, its antiquity and fituation, i. 91. a 
rendezvous of merchants who trade on the 
Volga, bid. ; nts 


U, 


VAN MIEROP, his journal of the country be- 
tween Reſhd and Meſched, i. 357, &c. 
VisTULA, a remarkable occurrence at the 


mouth of that river. ii. 174, 175. two 


branches of it go up to Dantzig, ii. 175. 


alarmed at the pro- 


I 


* 
Vorl oA, a noble river for extent and depth, i. 


140. of great adv to the Ruſſians, 
ibid. runs about three thouſand miles be- 
fore it empties itſelf in the Caſpian ſea, ibid. 
its trade and navigation, 141. the pirates 
that infeſt the Volga, i. 103, &c. their pu- 
niſhment when taken, i. 105, 106. 

VoroNzorr, count, vice-chancellor of Ruſſia, 
a very amiable perſon, ii. 133. 

Vokoxzorr, counteſs, a lady diſtinguiſhed 
— her accompliſhments at the court of Ruſ- 

ii. 133. . 

UTR bear d for the treaty made 

there, ii. 290. 


W. 


WASSILIE NIKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, gover- 
nor of Aſtrachan, writes the hiſtory of Ruſ- 
ſia, i. 118, 119. his character and baniſh- 
ment, i. 140. 

W1LLOUGHBY, Sir Hugh, ſets out to diſco- 
cover the ſouth-eaſt parts of the globe, i. 2. 

recommended by Edward VI. to the kings 
and princes of the earth, ibid. frozen to 
%%% 

WinDMILLs, of great advantage to the 
DvuTcn, ii. 363. uſed for grinding woods 
and materials for dying, and many other 

- purpoſes, ibid. 

W1TTENBURG, famous for its trade and ma- 
nufaQories, ii. 114. its academy, ii. 215. 
the church where Luther preached againſt 
the doctrine of the church of Rome, ibid. 
his burial- place and monument, ibid. 

WOoLFENBUTTEL, the river Okar fills a mote 
round this town, ii. 243. its palace, arſenal, 
andlibrary, ibid. ; 


Woor, Engliſh, the computation of its value 


when manufactured, ii. 368. 
WoMeN, travellers are not to come near them 
in Perſia, i. 218. a great number of women 
travel with the Shah, i. 249. the ſubordi- 
nation of women, it 266, 267. their grea 
confinement among the Mahommedans, i. 
268. remarks on the women in England, 
France, and Portugal, i. 273, 274- the dreſs 
of women in Perſia Europe compared, 


i. 3337 334. 


Woop- 


— — SS ĩ— 


- 3» 


WooDROOFE, captain, his journal from Moſco 
to Caſan, i. 109. paſſes the Volga, i. 110. 
notions of religion of the Chuwaſhens, i. 
III. arrives at Cafan, ibid. builds a ſhip, 
and winters there, i. 112. arrives from Per- 
ſia with raw filk, i. 129. his voyage to 
Balkhan, 130. ordered by the Shah to ſur- 
vey the ſouth-eaſt part of the Caſpian, ibid. 


anchors at Langarood, ibid. lands his cargo ZOROASTER, the founder of the ancient Per- 


near Aſtrabad, i. 132. his journal conti- 
nued, i. 148. refits at Langarood, i. 154. 
returns from Aſtrabad, i. 325. his coaſting 
pilot, with an account of the coaſts and 
parts of the Caſpian, i. 392. 


=. 


2. 


ZARITZEN, a town on the Volga, i. 100. 
ZELL, devolved to the houſe of Hanover, ii. 
271. the palace fortified, commands an 


extenſive proſpect, ibid. the churches in it, 
ibid. diſtinguiſhed for fine horſes, ibid. 


ſian religion, i. 379. his notions of 


and evil, ibid. Zoroaſter the ſecond, the 
articles of the religion he taught, i. 380. his 
opinions ſtill maintained by ſome of the In- 


dians and Perſians, i. 381. 
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